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CONGRESS
Tbu:y’a’aj, December 21,

Bankrupt Bill.

Mr. Sewall moved, that the houfe go
anto a committez'of the whole, on the ball
for eftablithing an uniform fytem of hank -
auptey throughcut the United States,—
"Fhe motion was carried 3810 25.

The houfe accordingly refolved itfelf
Antoa committeeof the whole on this biil,
Mr. Dent i the chair, whea the bill,
which is a very loag oue [of 59 fections)
‘having been read by the clerk, the chair-
man was proceeding to read it by fecti.
«ons; when ' '

Mr, Nichelassfaid, that this'biil had |

beet iy lnogbefor: Congrefs, that thosgh

it was inctaded anongt other bufinefs of

the feflion, no mewber badany certain ex. |
tation of “being catted to decidé upon 1

For his part, he mult own he was |

not prepared to-enter wpon the fubje@®. It |

was necellary toreonfolr a- yrear varisty
of authorities, and to examive Eng!ith
‘Precedents to a great extent, trevious to
coming to adetermination on a fuljeét of
this magnitude. ' However, if the com.-

- mittee will rife, and gentlemen will con-
fent to let the bufinefs lie till next week,
ke would not Kimfelf with for any further
delay. ‘He moved therefore for the com.
mittee ro rile.

The queltion for a poftponment was put
and negarived 37 to 33.
~ The bill was then proceeded with by
fe@ions. Seventeen f{edions were pafied
through wirhout much objeion or de-
Bate ; bBaglonie dificrence of “opinion ap.
pearing in the commictee as to the pro-
Jpriety ordome partsor the eightedath fec-
tion of the bill,

Mr. Eggletton faid, as bLe found that
even thofe gentlemen who had confefled!ly
paid particular attention to this (ubject,
are difagreed with refpet to the proprie-
ty of cercain proviligns coutuined in this
bill, he trufted it would not apgear won.
dertul that a new member thould wifh for
more ‘time to confider the fubje, He
thercfore moved for tie commitree to
rife. ;

The motion was-put und carried, and
the comnmittee rofe accordingly.,

The fpeaker laid before the houfe a
le'ter from the tréafuree of the United
States, ‘inclofing his fpecie account, and

1o any controver(y, exittin

lre Peot in thechair ; feveral pmend-

Ctis propofed  two amendments to the

e bl

ties of the (uid a& to all perfons cirizeas
ofithe Upited Stares, who fhall affume
the executive power, by carrying of any
negociazions with the execasive power of
any other foreign prince or Rate, relating
\ 2 bctw?'n {uch

ftate and the U, States.
The houde went into -a commiftee on
the unimithed bufinefs ; the hankipt bill

ments were propofed and agreed te. Mr.

1oth jeftion, which were ordered to b
printed, on which account the committed
rofe and obtained leave to fit again.

Mr, Waln prefeated a petition from a

. - N : ‘ﬂ
cnmplammg that the a& of _[une t3_th-'
laft, which broke off the intercourfe-bey
tween this country and France, and 1ts

'-i.'_ 9. - Noes 31,
number of the inhabitants of Philadeiphiag™} -

—
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@bt conceive any neceflity there could be
B it : it would caufe much unneceTary
iouble, and mdeed be very-uacertain,—

h New Jerley, he faid, there were peo-
e who {oime part'of the year made ita
Wule to carry onone branch, and at oth er

. Mimes anothet, and fome two othets ; it

g-ould be difficult for them to' fay what
ranch they followea. It was not mete-
‘!;' onneceflary, but would prove injurious.
Whis particularityy he faid, was very in- ;
ariobs in the law for the ennmeration of
Maves, and no doubt, would prove fo in
his law, BTy 5
On the quefltion to itrike out.  Ayes

Some ‘trilling amendments were made,

. ‘and the committee rofe and reported the

dependencies, operated to prevent mer- ¥ |

cuanes from provaring the debis due from
that country s they petitioned that the
houfe would rake fach meafores to pre.
vent that dnjury as their wifdom thouid
think proper.

Mr. hewall moved to refer the petiti«
on to the committee on that part of the
prefident’s {peech which refpects invigo-
rating meafures.

Mr, Gallatin moved its reterence to
the committee of commerce, &c,

On the queftion for its reference to the
commitree of commerce, there were ayes
31, aoes 46.

It was then referred to the other com.
mittee, .

A meTige was received from the fea |

. nate .communizatiag, that' at the h’igh

hisaccount -with the war department,

the one op to the end of June, and the o-
ther to the end of November, which was
ordered to be priuted.

Mr, S. Smith from the committee of

~ewatmerce, - reported < F M (o aidc Bhe
ftamp duty impofed upon foreign bills of
exchang=; and biils of lading, by an aft
laying a duty on ftamped vellum; parch.
“ment and paper, and further to amend the
fame, which was committed for to-mor.
row, = Adjourned.,
”'m’nrﬂdﬂr, December 16.

Tho {peaker laid beiore the houfe a re-
port from the [ecretary of the navy, in
conform:ty tofa relolution propofed by
Mr. ]. Parker, on the 18th mit. which
was ordered to be printed. :

Mr. Grifwol®faid, he withed to lay
a refolution upord the table relative to a
fubj~ét ‘which, in his opinion, deferves
coniideration. - Iis objeét, faid he, is to
punifh a erime.which goes to the deftruc.
tion of the executive power of the govern.
ment. He meant that defcription of crime
which arifes from an interference of indi-
vidual cirizens in'the pegociations of our
excecutive with foreign governments, As
every gentleman muit be fatisfied of the
importance of this fubject, and the pro.
priety of making fome provifion with re.
{pett to it, he trufted it would meet with

~no oppofition, The refolution was in the

. Jollowjng words ; Fame
Refolved, that a com

ed to enquire into the ‘expediency of a-

nmgm a8, &c;-for the punmfhgent of -
scrtaln ¢rimes fo 29 to extend :bcwptn_a_l.

court of impeachment for the trial of W,
Blount, the counlel in behalf of the GF:
fendant had fobmicted a ples to the court,
a copy of which they communicated,
which was ordered to he printead,
[ far the plea vefe red ta, fee onr lafi.
Mr. Bayard moved, that this commu

nication be committed to ihe managers of |

that impeachment, to proceed thercon as
they thould thiniz advifeable, He thought
it was neceffary they thould be initructed
in their procreding refpetting the piea par
in by the detendant’s couniel: if they
were not inftruéted, they may be under
the ' neceflity of aflking the will of tre
houfe refpetting any meafures they may
think proper to adopt. ~As ‘it would re-
move a tumber of difficulties, he hoped
the inftruttion would be given, It was
CAYTIEd, ayts gz, i A% :
Mr. Pear prefvnted a petition from Ma.
ryland, prayiag the aliciaiion of fome
polt roads. Relerred o the committee
on poft.office and poit reuds,
wauiamfe reiolved mlelf 1nto a com.
mitiee on the bill refpedting the balances
due {rom certain ftates w the U States,
Mr. Dent in the chayr ;. which baving a
greed to, the hoale took it wp, and on
the queftion for engroffing it, fora third
reading, there were ayes 56, It wasor.
dered a third reading to-morrow,
The houfe then went into a committee
on the bill for enumerating the inhabit-

- ants of the United Statesy, Mr, Deng in

the chair.,

One fchedule of the bill reported, or-
ders a defignation of the occupation of
the inhabitants to be taken, wkich Mr.
Grifwold moved to ftrike out,

Mr. Harper hoped it would not, as it
was a piece of _intormation which mighe
prove extremely ufefel, particalarly in
the eftimation of any tax that might be
propofed to be laid: indeed it woold be
abfolutely neceflary in the affertion of the
amount of the revenué laws; it was the
ground work—the bafis of political eal-
culation, on which laws muft be founded.
Befides; it would give the houfe icforma.
tion of the progrefs of manufatures and
arts, gnd the government might, by its
foltering care, give the helping hand o
the-impotent manufa&oriess. &c. The
trouble could not be much in making this
enquiry : but its advantage may be very
g{cat‘ - ’ e s

Mr. Dayton (the fpeaker) hoped the
fchedule would be fruck out, as be copld

Pal il

‘# " "i'he houfe then tock it up, and Mr.

Harper rencwed his former  argument,
urg:ng the necetlity of the claule, It was
carried W the houie in favour of ftriking
out, Aves 3%. Noes 34. : ;

The bill was ordered to be engroffed
tor a third reading to.morrow. Ad.
jou red,

Tour/dayy December 27,

Mr. Otis faia, the committee to whom
was reierred che bill for amending the
“Ramp afl, with refpedt to the duty pay.-
able on toreign bills of exchange and bills
of lading, had received in‘or-nnrinn trbm
the commiffioners of the revehue ftating,
that it would be neceflary to provide
fome compenfation for the fupervifors,
who had the management of the ftamp
hufinels, as the prétent law provides none.

The copaditee had fugg=fted the propri-

ety of making fome otlier ‘attentions in
¥t bl 3 he moved that the committee
of the whole be difcharged from the fur.
ther cenfideration of thie bill; with a
view of heving it re.committed 1o the
felect commitree who reported it,

The motion was carried, and the biil
re.committed. Mr. Ousafterwards made
# report ol the propofed amendments, but
owiig (o fome intormality, the report
was not received.

Mr. Grifwold called up for confidera.
tion the refolution, which he yefterdayy
tatd upon the table; for the appointment
of a committee to confider the propriety
oi amending the & for the puinfhiment of
certain criues againtt the Uiited States,
fo as to provide a penalty for any citizea
who fhail vierp the executive authority
of this gov r.ment, by commenceing or
carry ug on any correfpondence with the
guverament of any 1oreiga prince or tate,
relative to any ¢ n roveries or difputes,

‘I he reioiution having been reud,
e "My, Nicholas f‘.il(i, he believed this to
be anew fubjelt of geoeral legiflation,
ard as fuch, he did not apprehend there
was any neceflity for making the propof.
ed enquiry ; and . if it had any particular
objeét in view, the motion appeared to
hun premature. It it was founded upon
what had teen feen in‘the public papess,
relative to the condudt of a certain gen.
tleman who has lately been ia France, he
thought the mover ought to bave waited
untii the prebdent of the United Stares
had put the houfe in pofieflion of faéts on
‘this tubjeft ; which, though promifed 3
woeks ago, had not yet been received. =
Iniced-he did not-know bue the-condutt
of this houle, in giving an opinion upon
thefe difpatches before they are received,
had prevented the communication : and
it the houfe. fhonld proceed to—legiflate
upon them, the prefident may fuppole
they have no defire to {ee what he has
promifed to lay before them, and with.
hold them alrogéther. If any particular
object has given occafion to this new kind
of legiflation, the houfe ouyht to kuow
it. He had hoped that no change had tak.
- en place in she affairs of this country with-
refpect to foreign nations, which could
have diretted the fentimens of gentlemen
-to-any pastieviar perfon. —He had hoped

things was mending, and he had gathered
thefe hopes from the addrefs of tne prefi-

which do, or tha!l exift between tuch
remee ar-fateyanethe Uieass

dent at theopening of the feffion, as
in that addrels, he feemed te wifh to
arpue down the too fatguine hopes of
a ipeedy reconaliation, which might
atile trom the communication which
he had to make on the fubjets ‘I his
was not the ouly impreflion which this

it was, as far as he had learned, the
general impreflien. Indecd, he found

gentleen who had been the loudeft
m  their cry lor war, from what ex-
ifted when he lft parted with them,
Nothing was then heard but a-declara-
tion of ware-now he heard nothing of
the kiad.  ‘} hinking, therefore, s he
cid, that the fubject is of too novel a
kind for geueral legillation, without
lome ;food realon bemg afligned tor
it ; and that the honfe dues not pollels
Aufficient information, i the meafure

was opyeled to the motion.

Mr. Grifweld {0id, the geutleman
from Virginia had mifiaken the object
of this rejolution, i fuppefing it bud
reference to any particular perion.—
Lts obj ¢t, taid Nir. G s gencral, apd
1 think of the hrlt importance. I thimk
it neccllary to guard by law, againit
the wterlerence of indisiduals in the
negociation of our executive with the
goveroments of foreign countries.—
s he prefent litvaton of Europe, in
his opuiien, cals aloud for a regula.
tion ot ihis niow. He did oot kuow but
an interference of this kind wight have
alreadyMohen place—but the ooject of
thi. motion wi profpedtive, and had
nothing to do with what is pa(t. If faid
f.r . offences of this kind, are 1o
palt unpumihed, it may be i the pow-
er of ai: mdividual to frultrate sl the
debigus of the execurives 1 he agent of
tue faction, if fuch u fadtion fhali exft,
may be lent 1o a foreign cauntry o
negociate in beunalf of the taction, in
oppolition to the executive authority
and will any one fay, that fuch an of,
fence ought not leverely to be punifh-
ed? It certamly ought. * Placing the
fubject - this-poin-of-view, he tho’t
it the duty of the legilluture to enquire
into it Hewas not certain, that ade.
quate proviiion could be made for the
puniiuaent of offences of tms kind,
but he withed the .matter to-go to-a:
comuiittee for confideration. He hop-
ed no occafion would ever arife for

brmginhg into_operation a law of this
Kindg ; butf it fuould, ic would be well
to be prepared to meet it.  He could
notfee why this. {hould be confidered
as a fubject of irritation, as ny gentle.
man would pretend to {ay, that an un-
autherifed individual ought to exercife
a poser, which fliould influence the
mealures of a toreign goverpment with
relpect to this country.—This power
has been delegated by the conftitution
to the pretident ; and, faid Mr. G. the
people of this country might as well

felvesinto a judicial tribunal, in place
‘ofthe ettabliflied judiciary, asthat any
mdividoal, or {et of perfons, fhould
take pon him or themfelves this pow.
er, wvelled in the executive. Gentle-

in bis opinion, fuch prattices would be
dettyuctive of the principles of our gos
folution wonld be agreed to. o
- Mr. Nicholas hid noidea that £
gentleman from Connecticut, €0
_iean to-make it retrofpettive, buf
thoug ht the hofe ought to poffiefs Tl
imformation on the fubjedt, before thie

addrels had made upon his wfind, but

a dilierent tone, even smongit thole
) 8

be feveiled at a particular object, he’

. meet and legiflate for us, or ereét them-

men may fay, that all chis is right, bug -

vernment.  Hehoped thercfore the re-, 3




