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Please to publyb the follsmwing

Extrar?

ffor the amufement of fome of yeur readers,

end Oblig! a Cgﬁagfgr‘- ahich may Pffb'a‘;d

@rve in liew of @ recaprtulation of the dy.

treffing frencs of Eyrepe.
THARITY;

A moral virtue, which confifts in fup.-
lying the necellities of others, whether
with moneyy counlel, afliitancey or the
Tike.

As pecuniary rclief is generally thé
‘moft efficacious, and at  the fame time
that from which we are moft apt to ex-
tufe ourfelves, this®™bragch cof the duty
merits particelar illoftration : and abet-
ter cannot be oficred than'what 14 contains
ed in the following exrraéls, . (if we may
be permitred t6 make them) from che
elegant Moral Syflem of Archdracon
PB!CVt . ey LISl X
*  Whether pity be an inftint of ahabir,
it is in faét a property of our niturs,
which God appointed: and the final
caufe for which it was appointed, is ta
afford to the miferable, in the compailion
of their fellow creatures, a remedy for

_thofe inequalities and diltreffes which

God forefaw that many mait be txpoled
to, undérevery general rule tor the dif.
tribucion of property.

I'he Chrittian feriprures are nfore éd.
pious and explicic upon this duty than
almo®t any ether. The deferiprinn which
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The effe® which chritianity prodiced

upon fome of it§ converts, was fuch as
might be looked for from a @ivine religi-
on coming with foll force and miraculous
eyidence wpon the confeiences of mankind,
It overwhelmed all worldly confiderari-

~ons-in—the-expeetation-of-amnre—impor:

tantexiflence.  * And the multitade of
them that believed were of one hearv and

of one foul 3 netther faid any of them that

cught of the things which he poflefied,
was hiv own ; but they had all thingsin
comimon:-Neither was there any among
them that lacked : for as many a5 were
poddeflors of lands ot houfes: fold them,
2nd brought the pieces of the things that
were: fold, and Jawd them dowy at the a.
poftles’ feet; -and diftribution was - mude
tnto cvery man, according a8 he liad

{enged. ' AQts.dv, 32.
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the laft day, eftublithes the obligation of
bounty beyond controverly. ¥« When
the fon of man Mill come in his glory,
and all-the holy angels with him, then
fhall be fit upon the throne of his glory;
and before him fhall be gathered alf naris
ons ; and he fhall feparate them one from
another, e fhvaid the king fay “untd
them on his right hand, Come ye blefied
of my father, inherir the kingdom pre.
pared for you from the foundation of the
world : For I was an hungered, and ye
gave' me meal ; Iwas thirlty, and ye
gave me dtink ; 1 was'a ftranger, and ye
took mein ; naked, and ye cloathed me §
1 was fick, and ye vifitedme ; 1 was in
prifon, and ye came untome. And in-
afmuch as ye have done it to one of the
leaft of thefe my brethren, ye have done
it unto me,”’ It is not peceffary to un-
derftand this paffage as a literal account
of what will aftually pafs on that duy.
Suppofing it ouly a tenical defeription of
the ralss and principles by which the Su.
preme Arbiter of our deftiny will Tegu-
late his decifions, it conveys the fame
leffon to us ; it equally demonftrates of
how great value and importance thefe
duties in the fight of God arey; and what
ftrefs will be Jaid upon them.  The apoi-
tles alfo defcribe this yirtue as propitiat-
ing the divine favour in an eminent de.
ree.  And thefe recommendations have
produced their effict. It does not-appear
that, before the rimes of Chriftiaiiey, an
infirmary, hofpital, or public chaniiy of
any kind, éxified in the world ; whercas
moft countrics iu Chriflendum have long
abounded with “thefe infticurions,  “To
which may be addeq, that afpiric of pri-
vate liberality feems to flounth amidit
the decay of many other virtees: not to
mention the legal previfion for the poor;
which obtains 1a this countryy and-which
was unknown and unthought of by the
moft polithed nations of anriouity.
St. Paul adds dpon the fubject an ex-
cellent diretion ; and which is pradiicas

@ bie by alt who have any thing 10 give.

¢« Upon the fisft day of the weck (or any
other ftated time) let rvery one of you

by _in
him.”” By which the apoltle. may be
underftood to recommend what is the ve.
ry thing wanting ‘with moft men, :I:{ be-
g charitable vpon a plan ; that 1s, from

_a deliberate_comparifon of our fortunes.

with the reafonable expences end expeita-
tions of our families, 1o compute what we
can {pare, and to lay by fo much for
charitable-purpofes, in- fome mode or-o-
ther, The mode will be a confideration
afterwards,

tore, as God hath profpered |

“Jings or hall crowns ; and that, b

by the perfons who receive it
~feilow;-who -earr fimd-no ~hetrer niedor 4

—benefivence; A

Nevétthglefs, this cdmmunity of gaods;
hdwever it manifeitad the fucere zeal of
the primirive chriltians; is no precedent
for our imitation. It was conaved o
the church at Jerofalem™ contineed not
long there 3, was nevel enjoine il.uiu.'n any
(Acts vo 4.) 3 and, althoogh 1t might
fuir with che parficatar cirGunitances of a
fmall.and feledt fuciety, is ahiogetherim-
prafticable in a large and mixed tommu.
Dy,

The condu@ of thé dpofties on the oc.
eafion deferves to be noticed. Mhed
fotlowers laid down their fortunes at their
feers bur 0 far were they  {rom taking
advattapge of this unlimited copfidence to
enrich themfelvhs or eitablith  their ad-
thority, that they fovn after got rid of
tihis hufinefs as inconfitent with the man
objedt of their mittion, and transierred the
cutody and management of the pablis
to descons, electeu to thar offize by the
people at larges  (Ads 7i.) .

There arethtee kinds of charity, our
author obfervesy; which prefer a claim tdf
attention. ;

t. The firft; and apparently éne of the
beft; is to give ftated and confiderable
fums, by way ot prafion or dmuity to
individuals of families, wi h whofe be.
haviour and diftrefls we ourfclves até ac.
qudinted, In fpeaking of confiderable
fums, it is meant only, that five pounus;
or any other fum, given dt once, or di-
vided among!t five or fewer farnilies, will
do more. good than the fane fuin diftfi-
buted amongflt a greater number in fhils
ecaufe
ity moré likely to be properly applied
its A poor

{hilling than to dfink his benefu®or’s
bealth, and ptiechale halt” an hour’s re.
creation for himfelt, woold hardly break
into'a guinea for any fuch purpofe, ot be
{o¥mprovident as not to lay it by for an
octafion of tmportance; foe his rent, his
cloathing, tuet, or ftock al witer’s pro-
vilien, Itis a Rill greater recommienda.
tion of this Kind of charity, . that penfions
and-mmuities, which are paid regularly,
and can be expected at the time, are the
only way by which-we can prevent ~one
part of a poer mau's fuilerings, the dread
of want, ;

2. But as this kind of charity fappofes
that proper objedts of fuch experfive be.
netallions fall within o't private know.
ledge and obfervations,—which"does not
happen to all, a fecond methsd of doing
good, which 1s in every one’s power who
hus the money to fpare, is by fubferipri-
on.te public charities. Public charities
admit of this_argument. in_ their favour,
that your money goes farther towards at.
taining the end for which itis given, than
it can do by any private and feparate
inex, —for example,
contriboted to an iofiemary, becomes the
means of providing one patient, at [eaft,
with ‘4 phyfician, furgeon, apothecary ;
with-medicine, diet, lodging, and foita-
ble attendance ; which is not the renth
part of what the fame affittance, if it
could be procured atal); would coft 1o a
fick perfon or family of any other fitva-

tion.

3+ The laft, and, compared with the

A MARCH 9, 1799.
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former, the- loweft exertion of  beneyo-
lence, is in the relief of beggars, .. Ne.
verthelefs, the mdiferiminare reje@ion
bf all who implére our alms in this way,
is by né means approved. Some may
perifh by fuch a condo&s  Men are fume-
—times—overraken by dittrefsy forwiiieh
all other relief wonld come too Jace,  Re.
fides which, wiblutions of this kind com.
pel us to offer fuch violence, to our hu.
manity, as may gonear, ina little while,
to {uffocate the-principles irfelf—which
1s a very ferious confide ation, A good
man, if he donot furrender hinifelt to
his teelings wathout referve, will at leatt
lend an ear toimportunitics which come
| accampanied with ovtward attefations-of
diftipds; dnd after a patient bearing of
the coraplainty will dire @ himfelf by the
circumitances and credibility of the ac.
count that he receives: ;

ot ars oohier fuecles of tha

conttved (o make the money e-x;:cnd:d
gofar'y fuch as keeping down the price
oi fue or provifion in cale of a monopoly
or tenporary {earesty, by purchading the
ariicls at the bekt marker, and recaiiing
them e prime coft, or at a fmall Jofs ;
or the ndding of a bounty to'a particolur
{pecie: of ldbownr, when the price s acci-
defitaly depretled.

The PIOPri€tofs of

riry el

; large cftates have it
mtheir power to fatilitate the mainte.
tlalit_r. and thereby encouraze 1\he efta.
blithment of families {w hich 1s one of the
nd:lelt purpoles 1o witich the gich and

v great can convert their endeavors) by
buiilding cotrages, fplitting farms, erect.
ing minufaflures, t'u!ti\-unng waftes, em-
bavking the fea, draining warfhes, and
other expedients, which the firuation of
each cftate points outs  Ifthe profits of
thefe undertakings do not repay the ex.
pence, Jet the autiors of them place the
difference to the ac“ount of charsty, It
is true of alimoft all Zuch projects, thar the
publicts a gainer by them, whatever the
owner be. And where the lofs can beé
{pared; this confideration is fiflicient.

fuis become a quettion of fame import:
ancey under what circumftances works of
t.'!mrify' m'-g'ni ta e done in pri\’atc, alul
when they may be made public without
detracting from the metit of the $stion ;
it indeed they ever may, the Author of
our religion having deliveted a rule upon
this fuljjecty which feems to enjoin oni-
verfal lecrecy.  * When thoa doeft alims,
let not thy left band know what thy
tight haad doth ; that the alms muy - beé
intecrer, and thy Father which fexcdi in
fecret, himfelf thall reward thes openly.”’
¢ (Matth. vi. 5, 4.)  Feom the preamble

! to this prohimtion, 1t is plain, that oaf

| Saviour’s(wie defien wis to forbid offex.

I

:

tatizuy, dndall punlifiing of good works
which proceeds tPom that motive, “"Take
heed taocye donow your akms-before meny
to'be feen of ttem ; otherwife ye have no .
resard ol your Kathery-which--is-in-heas
ven: theretote, when thou doelt thine
als; do not fouad.a trumpet before theey
as the hypocrits do, in the (ynagogues
and m the firects, that they may bawve
glovy of moay Verily 1 fay unto thee,
tney huve their reward,” v. 2, There
are motives for the doing our almsin
public befrles thofe of oftentations wick
which thorelofe our Saviour’s rule has no
coneern ; fuch as to teftify our apprebas
tion of fome particular fpecies of charity;
and to recommend it to others ; to take
off the prejudice which the want, or,
which is the {ame thing, the fuppreilion
of our name in the Lit of contriburors,
mughe excite agamnft the charity or a-
pantt olrfelves, And, {o long as thefe

e ey

yontd obr forrune or Ration, that s, when
it i§ more than could he expefled from
us, cur charity fhoul: be private, if pris
vicy he praéticable ; when it is not more
than might be expeted, it may be pub.
lic: for we cantbt hope to. influence o

Ther to the imitanion of extraordinary

generofity; and' therefore want, in the
tormer cafe; the only juftifiable reafon
for making it public.

The pretences by which men excufé
themfeivesfrom givilig to the poor, are
valieus 3 ms) :

1. *That they have nothing to fpare;”’
Lesnothing; for which they' bave not
fome other uft ;. nothing which their °

“plan of expencey together With the fav:

ings they have refolved to lay by, will
pot exhauft : never reflefling Whether it
be i their power, or thai it is their dus
tyy to reccench their expences, and con.
tro cheir plany “that they may have 1o
give to them that need 3 or rather thae
tis cught to hive beea part of their plag
origihaliy, .

2. “'That they have fainilies of their
own, and that charity begins at home.’”
A fartherds no dobbt bound to adjuft his
weonomy with a view to the reafonable
demards of his family upon his fortune 3
and undil a fulficiency for thefe is acquir,
ed, or in due thae probably will be ac.
quired (for in homan affairs probabilicy
isenobgh) heis jutified in declining ex;
penfive liberality ¢ for to tuke fiom thofe
who want, inorder togive to thefe who
want, addswsothing to i fteck of publie
happinefs. Thus tar, therefore; and no
farther; the ples in quftion is an excufe
for parfimony, ind an anfw2r to thofk
whofolicitour bounty: o e

3. “That chatity does nbt confift i
giving moiey, but in bepevolence, phii
lanthropy, love toall mankind, goodnt(d
of heart, &c. -Hear St James, ¢« Ifg
brother or fiter be paked, and defRitate
of daily tood, and one of you fay uuto
them, ‘depart in peace, be ye warmed and

~fitled; notwathRacdivy yo give them 1ok
* thoje thiugs which are needful to the bady,

what doth it profit ”* (Jamés ii, 15, 16,

4. ““'That giving tb the poor s not
mentiotied in St. Paul’s defeription of cha-
rity, inthe r3th cliapter of his fisft ¢pif:
tic to the “Corinthians.”* T his is not a
defcription of charity,; butof good nature;
and it is not neceflary that every duty be
mentioned 1a every place, .

§. ““'That they pay the poot raies.'
They mightas-well-alicdge that they pay
their debts; for the poor have the {zme
right to that portion of a man’s property,
which the laws rflign them, that the man
hunfeif hasto the remainder,

6. “I'hat they employ many poor
perfons ;"’~—for their own {ake, vot the
poor T—otherwife it i§ a good plea.

7. “ That the poor do fofler - fo
much as we imagine ; that educationand
habit have reconciled them-to the evils
of theit condition, and make them ealy
order it.””  Habit can never reconcild
human nature to the extremitics of cold,
‘hurger, and thirt," any more than it can
reconcile the hand to the touch of a red
hot iron: befides, the qtefion is not,
how unhippy any oné i3, ‘but how much
more happy we can make him:

8. “That thefe people, give them
what you will, will pever thank you, or
thirk ef yon for it.”” 1In the firft place,
this 1 for troe : in the fecond place, it
was not for the fake of their thanks that
you relieved them.. :

9. *‘That we are {o liable to be i,
poled upon:”*  If a die enquiry be made,
our motive and merit is the fame : befide

[ amoTIveEs are free from any mixtare of va.
nity, they are in co danger of invading
our Saviour's prohibition : they rather
feem to comply with another dire€tion
which he has icft ust *“ Let ypur light
fo thine before men, that they may fee
your good works, and glorify your fa,
ther which isin heavens” M ithe necel-
fary to propofe a precife diftintion vpon
the fubjedt, there can be none better than

 the following : When cur bounty is be-

that, the diftrefs is-generally real; what.
¢ver has beep the caufe vfic.

10, ““'That they fhould apply to thei¢
Jparifhes.”” ‘This is not Alway¥ pratica,
ble: o which we may add, that there
are many requifites to a éomfortable fub.
fiftence, which patifh relief do¢s not al.
ways fopply ; and that there are fome
who would fuffer almoft as-wmuch froni
receiving pafifh relief as by the want of
w: and laflly, that there are many




