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. . . P eople who a re  v ery  poor ca n  qualify  fo r  ass is tan c e  

fro m  tax -supported  agencies. P eop le  v ery  w ealthy  don’t  

n eed  ass is tan c e  in the firs t place. B ut m ost of us fa ll in 

b e tw een  these two ca teg o rie s, an d  th e re  s im p ly  isn ’t an  

ag e n cy  p rep ared  to  s tep  in and  a s s is t  w hen ass is tan c e  is  

m o st needed.
M ost of us can  handle o rd in a ry  m ed ica l bills. Most of 

us can  even  tac k le  a  m a jo r  s ickness  if w e 're  ca lled  on to 

do so. B u t few m idd le c lass  people a r e  p re p a re d  to handle 

th e  bills which would b e  th e ir 's  shou ld  polio, ca n c e r , tu b er 

culosis, o r  any n u m b er of o ther m a jo r  d isea se s  hit the ir 

fam ily .
I t  is th is group  which the  B e tte r  H ealth  Foundation 

proposes to  help.

T he Foundation  w on 't be se t up  a s  an  agency  to  pay 

ev e ry o n e’s  m edical bill s im ply  for th e  ask ing . It will en 

dea v o r to  ra lly  all ol tlic c o m m u n ity 's  re so u rc e s  tow ard  a  

goal of h ea lth  s ec u rity  for all . . .

. . . T h a t in a  nutshell is its pu rpose . We b elieve  it to be 

a  noble one, and wish th e  F o undation  su cc ess  in  its o p era 

tions.
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In  an  ex p e rim e n t w hich will b« 
w a tched  by th e  e iitire  na tion , the 
D u rh am  U nited F u n d  is u n d e r ta k 
ing som eth ing  n e v e r  b efo re  done 
by a  co m m unity  fund o rg a n iza 
tion. Through its  D u rh am  United 
F und  B e tte r  H ealth  F oundation , it 
will a llot funds fo r re se a rc h , edu
ca tion  an d  d ire c t  a s s is tan c e .

T h e d ire c t a s s is ta n c e , on a  case
w ork basis , will b e  ex ten d ed  " p e r 
sons wit'ii h e a rt , ca n ce r , tu b e rc u 
losis. polio, d ise a se s  which cr ipp le  
ch ild ren  and  ad u lts , and  o th e r  dis
e a ses . to m ee t sp ec ia l and  unusual 
expenses when th e ir  own a n d  com 
m unity re so u rce s  a r e  e x h a u s te d .”
. . In o th e r w ords, the Health 
Foundation hopes it will be ab le  to 
reach  th a t often d is tressed  s tra tu m  
oetwee.T tne impoverishe<J. who a re  
a lw ays eligible fo r re lief an d  the 
suffieisntly  w ealthy , who c a n  ab
so rb  t;:o costs

The* L-lealth Foundation  recog
nizes tl'.at questmens a re  p o s ^ .  
som e d elica te, so m e  d if f ic u lt . .  . 
but It lee ls tiia l th e re  a r e  m any 
people who a re  h a rd  hit by ckead 
d isea se s  and  who a r e  n e ith e r  eli
g ible for existing," a s s is ta n c e  re 
sou rces  nor financially  strong  
enough to w e a th e r the s to rm  with
out hardsh ip  T h e U nited Fund 
hopt's the new m o v em en t w ill help 
to close the  g ap  . .
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