CONVICTED OF BREAKING PEACE
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Probe Sought In Beating of Man In Courthouse
ln Alabama While Police Locked On As Observers

i NEW YORK — The American,
~Civit Liherties Union today palled
«n the federal government to in-
vestizate the beating of a Negrol
civie leader of Besscmer, Ala. by
-a mob inside the Bessemer Cityl

Peaceful Desegregation of Virginia
~ Schools Said Tribute To Both Races

PORTSMOUTH, Va. — Citizens
_of Virginia cgn back up the NAA-
CP fight for|school desezregation
and civil rights by paying their
"poll taxes and voting, Roy Wilkins,
NAACP executive secrelary, de-
"clared here at a rally sponsored
" by the Portsmouth NAACP branch.
“In the }ast analysis,” the NAA-
"CP leader said, “political strength
"'Mays, perhaps, the deciding role.
If you don’t vote, you can still
prolest but few will listen and
rcgn(ralmn now will have an ei-
fewer will act. In addition, a large
"fect on the planning and slr.uegy|
of the majur political parties in
"1860. It will have an cffect on
the fatfe of civil rights hills in
!"the present Congress.”
The address, the first which Mr,
" Wilkins had made in Virginia
‘ sinee the collapse of fthé state's
..‘ “massive resistance” program, was
delivered on Feb. 15, before an
" autience of 2,500 which packed
the Ebenczer Baptist Church.
' “Massive resistance,” he told the
" Virginians, “is dead. Negro citi-
"zens of Virginia helped it to its
_grave hy pressing ever forward,
" by holding to their courage, and
I" by exercising their rights and
their &kills, in and out of the
" courtroom. Their children helped,
'"100, by their determination and
h hy their exemplary behavior. Now
" that the funeral is over, it is to
"' be hoped that the Governor's lily-
“' white commission, in" fashioning
_ & substitute, will use more wis-
'"dom than that shown by the first
! architects
9
i “We can rejoice today in the
Il peaceful vinaicauon vs we 1.
o No violence has marred desegrega
tion in Norfoflk. Arlington _.an
Alexandria . . . These peacemu
transitions are a tribute to th
communities involved, ‘to. whit
and Negro parents, to church leac
ers and their congreeations, ar
to school officials. Over the state
' indivvidual white metmhere of +
"' NAACP and other white people
" who favor obedience to the Su

(

"1 while lacal police made no
effort to help him.

The civil liberties organization
urged the Justice Department to
probe the incident to determine
nf federal cml rights laws had

eounted, despite slanders and
threats against them and their
families.”

The pupil assignment laws, the
NAACP leader asserted, should be
tested throughout the state. Neg-
roes should, proceed under these
laws, “not hy twos and threes, but
by hundreds. The laws can stop
only sc many, clse they will he
declared unconstitutional: so the,
more who apply, the more who!
will buve to be transferred.” Ncg-l
ro parents, who applied to the
NAACP for aid.in these cases will
receive it, he Jqsurud the audience.

Agem’s School

LYNCIIBURG, Va.—A school ni
Agency Development was held in
Lynchburg, Virginia at Virginia|
Theological Scminary and Col-|
lege. This school is sponsored by
North Carolina Mutual Life In-
surance Comany. The instructors
were Mr. Maceo A. Sloan, CLU
Associate Agency Director of
N. C. Mutual Life Insurance Com-
pany, Mr. A. P. Dumas, Assistant
to the Agency Difector and Mr.
E. W. Green, District Manager of
the Roanoke area served as Dean.
Class officers were President Mr.
E. W. Mosby, President, Sheriff
Mr. Morris Bryant, Treasurer Mr.
W. Woodbury, and Class Report-
er Mr. C. Alexander Rozers.

The school is for the entire
agency fofree of the Roanoke Dis-
rict, which embrases South Bos-
on, Lynchburg, Lexixngton, Cov-
ngion, Staunton, Farmville, Dan-
ille and Roanoke, Va. This
ichocl began February 9 and con-
inued through February 13, 1959.
Classes were held daily at the
’irginia Theological Seminary and
“ollege.

Arcas being

covered by this
chool are as follows: ““This I Be-
icve.” Piuspecting, Life Insur-
ance Knowledge, Self Organiza-
lion Phychology of Sclling, In-
arview  Preparations, Package
‘'les  Precentation, Closing  the

" preme Court stood

up and werc

Sales and Detivery of the Policy.

]that the Union's interest in the

. Now—call long distance

anywhere with a
Telephone Credit Card

You're welcome tp use anyone’s phone—no
embarrassment with your host — no need
to reverse charges,'either — with a Tele-

phone Credit Card taking care of all

charges on your long distance calls.

¢ It not only makes phoning faster—but the

~-charge, placed on your home or office

n phone bill, is a record for accounting
> purposes.

> | A General Telephone Credit Card is good

| anywhere in the country. We’ll be g.ad to

issue one to you~without charge—if you’ll

phone our Business Office.

GENERAL TEL Plfwv’f' -

Amorl:c’o Second Largest Telephone System

J0en violated and “to take all
teps ugcessary to sce that the

ffenders gre properly aml
romptly dealt with.”
At a press conference here,

ACLU executive director Patrick
Murphy Malin made public a let
ter sent on February 19 to Attor-
ey General Roger urzing a fed-
sral inquiry into the Asbury llow

fird case.

Howard, head of the Bessemcer '
Voters League, a Negro organi-
7ation which seck to advancc the
right of Negroes to vote, was con-
victed on January 24 for secking
to reproduce a newspaper car-
toon expressing the desire of Ne-
g¢ro citizens for.equal treatment
under law.

Following the conviction, Ifow-
ard was assaulied by a mob of
more than 40 men in the City
[lall und received severe head in-
juries. A group of 15 local po-
licemen in the building did not
intervene. Howard’s son, Asbury,
Jr., who came to his father's aid,
was also injured. lle was  then
arrested for disorderly  condugct
and resisting arrest.

InformingA the Attorney Gen-
eral that the ACLU is supporting
the Howard case hecause of the
“gerious invasion of civil liber-
ties,” Malin wrote, “The beating
of an American citizen by a mob
in the presence of the local po-
lice is not only of importance to
the citizen under attack, but to
all Americans who believe in the
sanctity of the law and fair trefit
ment by law-enforcement ofi-
cials. Whenever necessary, the
federal government should act to
safeguard these principles.”

In urging the {federal probe,
Malin declared that at least a
de facto conspiracy had occurred
when, in violation of the federal
lcivil rights law, the police offi-
cers stood by “as two citizens
(were) assaulted in the City Hall
while there under compulsory
| prozess.

“Likewise it would secem there
may be a serious violation . . .
in that Mr. Howard was brought
to the City Hall for violation of
a local ordinance. This compul-
sory appearance entitled him, at
a minimum, to police protection
while there; instead he was sub-
jected to violent physical assault
in the acquiescent presence of
the police, which would seem to
place the assault under color of
law.”

~The -ACLU-spokesman..declared

case was heightened by the “fla-
grant violation of the First
Amendment” resulting from
Howard's conviction for secking
to reproduce the newspaper car-
toon. The carloon, which ap-
peared in the December 26 cdi:
tion of the Kansas City Call,
shows a Negro in chains saying,
“Lord, Help all Americans to see
that you intended human beings
everywhere (o have the same
rights.”

Ifoward, a resident of Bessem-
er for 42 years, asked a local sign
| painter to reproduce the cartoon
on a large canvass with the added
words, “Vote Today for a Better
Tomorrow.” The reproduction
was to be used by the League in
|a regisiration-votc campaign.
| Since its organization in the mid-
‘dlc 40’s, the number of Ne-
groes registerel o vote in Des-|
semer has risen from 75 to 2,000
out of a total Negro population
of 17,000.

Just before the poster was fin-
ished, Bessemer DPolice Chiefl
George Baron seized it and after
questioning Howard as to its use,
arrested him on January 21 with-
out a warrant. Howard was not
informed of the charge against
him until the following day. He
was convicted under a local ordi-
nance prohibiting the publication
of “intempcrate matter tending
to provoke a hreach of the peace,
or any matter prejudicial to good
morals.”

During the trial, the Bessemer
prsoecuting attorney stated, “It is
my opinion that showing a man
in chains is prejudicial to good
order.” Howard was fined $105
and sentenced to five months in
jail. An appeal, which under Ala-
bama law amounts to a new trial,
is scheduled to be heard in the
County Circuit Court in Bessem-
er 2ext Monday, February 23.

According to a stalememi mnde
by Howard, when he left the
“rOuitrovm A pr0beoave 1o 2he
first floor of the City Hall, he
was attacked by “40 er more

This is the cartoon which How- by Howard Smith in a scries re-ious Drawings, Inc. of Waico Tex-
ard had reproduced for use in a|

vote-registration campaign in Bes|
semer. The cartoon was drawn

| throughout the country by Relig
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Man Had Tried To Display Poster In Vote Drive

walls of the lobby . . . .
rear which landed upon the right
side of my head. It landed with
great force and knocked me off
my feet. The crowd of men
around the wall rushed' towards
me. They closed in and pounced
on me. They lashed out with their
feet in an effort to stomp and
mutilate my face, head and body
I struggled the best I knew how
even though my back was on the
floor. I -finally marmaged to reach
a corner.

“In the meantime my son . . .
was struggling.  down the stair-
way to my rescue. The mob
turned on him. My son put up a|
furious battle . . . . After he re-
fused to give up but kept onl
fighting back, they gave ground
and began to scatter. There were
about 15 "or morée policemen i
and about the courtrooim. The on:

and resisting - arrest. He was
placed under a $600 bond. lis
trial is scheduled for February
21 before Judge Hammonds.” |

Howard operates a gas station|
in Bessemer and is aslo employed |
by the International Union ofi

‘| Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers,

of which he is Eastern vice-presi-
dent. His son is ‘a Korcan War
veteran and  graduated {rom
Morehouse College Howard's
daughter, Cleopatra, is a student:
at Howard University in Wash-|
ington, D. C. In additicn to his
work with the Bessemer Voters
League, which he has headed for|
cight years, Howard serves on|
the Deacon Bopard of the Star-|
light Baptist Church. He has been;
1 mémber of the church—for—4t+
struck a terrific blow from the

Youth Petition On

NEW YORK—A call for ai
“massive petition campaizn and!
for integrated schools,” was is-j
youth march on Washington, D.C.°
sued today by 15 national Negro.
and white leaders. Signers of tne
appeal include Harry Belafonte,
fackic Robinson, the Rev. Edwin
T. Dahlberg, Itabhi = Joachim
Prinz, président ¢f the Amcripan
Jewish  Congress, A Phiflp " Ran-
dolph, President of the Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car DPorters,
Roy Wilkin= an: the Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

The Petition Campaign and
March, scheduled for April 18th,

Schools

was also endorsed by
President George Meany.

Thousands of Petitions, callm,.‘
for speedy integration of the
schools, are now being distribut-|
ed throughout the country. ac-
gording to a .committee spokes-
man,  and : will be presented to
President. 'Eisenhower and Con-
gress. during the March. f

Inqmdunls and orgenizations
wishing to pnrllclpale in the Pe-|
titlon Campaign and March were

ATL-CIO ‘

arged to conmct,).heir local com-

mittees or write to Youth March|
for Intergrated Schools, 312 West
125th Streei, New York 27, N.'Y.

Seagram’s

white men lined up along the

SEAGRAM-DISTILLER® COMPANY, NEW YORK CITY. BLENDED WHIGKEY, 06 PROOF. 60% CRAMN MEJTRAL U‘lﬂl__‘

Get the genuine article

honest taste
—a L

Q410

southern

Ex-Yale football captain LeviJackson
is now a labor-relations expert. He’s
been a Lucky fan for years. With
Luckies, Levi gets the unforgettable
taste of fine tobacco. ‘‘Better taste,
that’s the big thing,” he says.
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Fourth Strategy Conference Since
53 Decision Held By Lawyers

NEW YORK ~~ Lawyers active of the NAACP Legal Drfrmc and
in schost sefiregation enses fromy Educational Fuad,
Bsrithern states heki om allday' The conferense wus Lekl be-
stratezy confercnce herc Priday hind clesed dooss ia a peidtown
civil Tizhts attorney Thur-i hotel. Alleading ‘were Wawyers
Marshall, Director-Counsel: who are or will be involved in
- — ——=— | cases dealing with sessgregation

Economic Action .2 . 0
Opened Against
Virginia Parenfs -

lnems on the afenda ineluged:
| FRONT ROYAL. Va—Ezonom-

with
gool

A review of the status of pres-

*onl c.ses in which the NAACP

Educstional

Jl=‘|.md has given legal suppert and
| assistance.

The evaluation of lezal tactics

presently employed by [edal Dre-

ic reprisals have hecn iavorsed

lu"umsl NAACP members andj fense Fund attorneys and t hose
parents of children cnrolled in opposed to integration of prblie
| the recently rcopened Warren schoats

Counly high school here. “Herbert| New lecal stralegy and tech-

Hili; NAACP labor secretary. re-| Piques in the handling of future
vealed after an on-thespol in | Cases invgiving the constitution-
vestigation. al rights of Negro citizens.

In December. Mr. Ilill reports A state-by-state report on the
six NAACP members cmployed! progress of court-ordered  and
{at the local plant of the Ameri-| voluntary desegresation of publie
jcan Viscose Corporation were dis-| schools.
| missed and Local 371 of the Tex-| 3MMarshall revealed at the meet-
tile We-kers' of America, AFL-jing that .the NAACP legal De-
€10, of fwhich they are alsollense Fund, had been able to
members, has refused to take up!“give lezal suppert and  assist-
their grievances. l:m('c in every instance where re-

= quests had come from Negroes

Moreover, the NAACP 1abor) poino genied their constitutional
secretary discovercd, the presi- vights.”
dent of the Association’s branch
in Warren County, Charles-Deane,| e also disclosed that cases
has been threatened with dismiss-| aZzinst segrezated schools are
al despite his 20 years of seniori-{now pending in every seuthern
ty. Mr. Deane was a plaintiff in,state except Mississippi.
the casc and is the father of, It was disclosed that today’s
three of the 23 children enrolled; mecting was the fourth such le
in the county's public high school.| gal strategy confercnce held in
| Also threatened  with dnsmlsnl‘\ew York since the Supreme
is another plaintiff. James wdson Court entered its 1955 implemen-
Kilby, with. 14 years of semomy,’latmn decree in the School Segre-

1
I k ras s i

ST M I e‘years' BN T pennendent 0[\ and father of three of the school gation Cases outlawing separatian
was that of my son. My son was i the Church Schosl for 27 years.

charged with disorderly conduet| —

children.

of the races in public education.
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