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EDITORIALS & COMMENT

Resember Whenl!

“Remember when” ancedotes about
the days when a nickel bought a
cup of coffee, a subway ride or a
giant candy bar have become even
more fantastic as the inflation spiral
carries us higher and higher into

member when” LIFE took us pictor-
jally to all events and especially
those more trying times of our pres-
ent day lives dealing with the havocs
of war, education, sports, crime and
poverty among many nations and
within our own country. You name
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BLAMNG THE POLICE FOR THE ILL-TREATP™NT OF BLACK JUVENILES DOESNT
STOP THEM FROM KILLING OLD MEN AND Wox ...

-

SITTING AROUND DOING NOTHING WONT HELP ETHER. .

TO BE
EQUAL

. By Vernon Jordan

The year 1972 ended in
.the same spirit of con-

_ n in which it began. It
was 8 year that brought few
victories to blsck people and to
other minorities, and some set-
backs. It was a year that saw

vers have often noted - that
the North is showing signs of
adopting some of the patho-
logical signs of racism it had
long charged the South with
showing. In 1972, the biggest
outbursts egainst school dese-

the stratosphere of spiralling prices. ‘ |

Regrettably, Life Magazine has be it and LIFE usually covered it pic- the not:on Fbﬂt, t;i:h::t u:t- Son wete fa Mickisainand

come a “remember when.” torially SRS OF pEpOS - New York, not in Alabama and
; ' gorized other, better years In s yricciiony

We will no longer have LIFE mag-
azine to carry us visually and picto-
rially on those many, victorious trips
both home and abroad as history was
in the making,

As it fades away from our news
counters one can now recount or “re-

Perhaps the “remember when” in
the future will certainly carry some
revisits to the many fine stories,
pictorial and otherwise that LIFE
Magazine brought into many homes.
schools and offices.

| Harry §. Truman

History will record that Harry S.

tive Order on July 26, 1948; the =
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history. 5

The mood of drift and con-
fusion was highlighted by a
Louis Harris poll that reported
early in December that over
four in ten Americans “still feel
largely alienated toward the
system under which they live.”

While the nation seems to
be slipping away from its past
commitment to racial justice,
the problems are still with us
and are still in desperate need
of resolution. [ was reminded
of how much unfinished busi-
ness there is still before us

The poll found largely numbers hile attending the ceremon-

;" of Americansaflicted with feol™®e4

ings of powerlessness and of
being exploited.

Such feelings ran strongest
among several key groups In
the population - young people
union members, poor people,

s and symposium commemo-

rating the opening of the civil
rights archives of The Lyndon
Baines Johnson Library in Texas
last month.

There, many people active
in the civil rights movement,

Truman, former president and some- strong position against job discrimi- PSR ,
times called that “gusty man from nation in federal employment and N | B it A et ;:;::::‘- No mu:try mﬂ;rn . lnl:w, t:?l:doti:l lcl.net:“md
Missouri,” will be marked as one his strong public admissions that St " loast b .u':mm o Mﬂhmh g:miu, o ot‘.t:: " (;:'
who braved the rebuffs of Congress, black Americans also deserve equal I dl Ot,S D ell ht. N ew ¢ e wmll ,“"'490"' Bom:ummvory o N wu;
especially Southerners, as he at- treatment and emphasis on the right > g . sibilities and impact asthe Unl- S R T vears
tempted to correct some of the many to equal protection of the law. tod States has. i saticiion wasibos

injustices that plague Black Ameri-
cans. .

He sought to develop "programs
that would generate black support
and braved the political storms of
his time to win important victories

Truman should be saluted by
black Americans for his courage to
seek the black vote when most poli-
ticians sought to ignore blacks and
supported efforts to deny them their
right to vote. Some refer to him as

Teacher Certification

About the most charitable
explanation that can be given of
the State Board of Education’s

achieving an acceptable racial
balance would be to lower the
certification standards or to
improve those institutions turning

But instead of tgking steps
to relleve the divisions In our
soclety, many events In the
past year only reinforce them,
Instead of concentrating lts en-
ergles on improving education
and on creating new job op-

lished, significaht economic
and political advances were
made by minorities, etc. But
the atmosphese of the nation
has changed so drastically since
that time that it seemed as if

for black Americans. the first civil rights activist presi- dgn:‘;;m d tof lowerbl' acag;lml(; out unqualified and minimally portunities, the mation became g5 SEnie i o e
Among Truman’s most clearcut dent, paving the way for the great Standardas Ior - public 00 qualifi aduates. The State obsesed by such artificlal issues As we enter 1973, I believe
orders were his ordering the integra- breakthroughs of the turbulent six- teac_hers = that 4 th -, board Board mﬁm didn’t con- as busing and quotas. there will have to b; & deter-
tion of the armed services by Execu- ties. panicked in:  anticipation ~ of sider the ibility of i i Many of the Country's & mined effort to recapture, i
heavier federal insistence on instituti i NEOVIRg tions ssemed out of touch With 1. 11 specifics, then at least

racial balance. - ons, possibly because the reality. For example, unsub- 0 11004 of the 1960's. The

Newspapers... . Still

As we look to a hew year the role
of the newspaper is still a continuing

A Continuing Dream

been bannered in bold headlines for
all the world to see, Little known

The board, in a pretty much
peremptory approval of a plan.
concocted by the Department of
Public Instruction, yoted to de-
emphasize the National Teacher
Examination' as the basis for
certification. Undef the new

federal, threat seemed imminent
while  institutional improvement
would be a long and costly'
process, if it could be brought
about at all.

The trouble with the new plan,
besides the tragic blow it will

stantiated reports of racial kill-
ings by a black murder gang

, were headlined for many days

a few months ago. We are still
waiting for any evidence’ of
truth to such maliclous allega-
tions.

But while this was a leading

new year. should mark a new
beginning, a rededication to the
goals of freedom and justice
for all. The spiritual vacuum

must be filled by concern for

' the problems of poverty, of ra-

clal disadvantage, and social

dream. We hope that it will always facts have been gathered to repudi- . o S5 e A :
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dvance’ . ear® e underfoot~:as * the* newspapetan v 1§ 4 = pogey 9. . tham, ! P when ple ip their;parcoptian: that The
adVéncsin all areas. . ! PrRe! twenty personal and #8cial traits . - -Natiomal Teach nation is & binecibhon _ |
For with a beat-up hand fed press pushed, cajoled, exhorted and even (. oo wauality of goice,” “oral ting panel found that two :::3;:: “":;"d ‘l'“'“““l to
a couple of cases of type, some news- shamed his readers into action. language  skills,” | “personal certainly prejudicial, but it is youths had been killed at Sou- - co m;uct ve changes
o i " . £ It is th tha ti d A y o it e inst t-hm - thern Umty thmu‘h the necessary g hng over-
print, and a spare “boiled” shirt in is thus that our nation was an magnetism,” ness  to prejudiced against kvesponsible actiois of pollos due: We enter 1973 divided
his satchel, the pioneer editor hitch- has been molded by the increasing ~ jmprove,” and ‘“‘empathy for academically unqualified, not officers. The mext d.y,";" and troubled but firm leader-

ed a team to his spring wagon and
followed the sun. With Horace
Greeley's “Go West, young man
ringing in his ears, the early news-
paperman followed Lie expanding
nation with his portable newspaper.
Where the rails ended and a tent city
was pitched, he was there, chronicl-

ing the happenings at “rail’s end.”
Now more than ever, the news-
paper and especially the black press

efforts’ of the newspapermen and
women. For the reader, news is gath-
ed from the printed page at his con-
venience and can be read and re-
read to obtain the true meaning be-
hind any article of importance.
Just as in days of long ago, the
newspaper still is the vital commu-
nity link with the outside world
Community events are covered with

a depth impossible in any other

students.” All those 'qualities, of
course, are important to effective
teaching. Their measurement,
however, would be a purely
subjective evaluation. -

The possibility exists under the
new plan that a canflidate could
win certification without. scoring
a point for academic achieve-
ment. So you could wind up with a
successful candidate stunningly

against ethnic groups..Under the
state. board’s new plan, teacher
candidates could be disqualified
not only academically but
because some evaluator decided
they didn’t have pleasant voices,
didn’t seem to be personally
magnetic, or didn’t project a
certain empathy for students.
Any candidate who prefers that
sort of subjective evaluation to an

becomes a chronicle for news and medium. Advertising is not an intru- equippedfoteach in every respect impersonal academic ~_exami-
information to the minorities. Too sion, but is a part of the whole news- but academic qualification. The . nation p mba!ﬂy v.muldn‘t be'flt fo
long have only unpleasant happen- paper. Newspapers touch the daily possibili#y"is remote but it exists. teach to begin with.

ings been recorded in the media. lives of all of us, and especially our Althog "-f.;_," here doubtless are LA 2l

The black press stays alive as a black newspapers who will and many othéf arguments for the

beacon to guide, inform and tell of
outstanding progress among this
great minority. It is well for this tra-
dition to be continued and we sin-
cerely hope that it will always be a
beacon of light all people who

seek the worth® dignity| for all

men regardless of race, creed or col-
or. .

With “roots” in a community, the
newspaperman begins the difficult

should continue to forge ahead for
justice and equality due all men.
Today’s newspapermen and wom-
en are not unlike those of yester-
year. Community pride, black pride
and progress are still the bywords
that many live by. Today's newspa-
perman or woman is a vital key in-
dividual in the community. His ad-
vice and counsel are sought on
myriad programs. Hours of hard,

new plan, one of its: immediate
vifectsgavill be to make cer-
tificalﬂeasier for graduates of
predominantly black institutions.
It is no secret that graduates of
those institutions invariably score
lower on the National Teacher
Examination. This is due in large

@ inferior | academic
¢ Consequently, the
public school teaching

A demand for a racial balance
of teachers might well be thrust
upon North Carolina and soon.
That doesn’t mean we have to
create a certification farce to
satisfy it. We would do just as
well, and certainly be more
honest, simply to declare all
education graduates of every
institution  in the  state
automatically certified to teach.

task of building the communities long work are spent for his fellow- Araex '3{%’# h hardgr,to open for That would make a shambles of
that they have settled in. As each man and community, many times graduates ‘bredominantly black teaching as a profession and the
e v Tttt prolect ithieait sy B institutibi#\tAs a r_esult of th.at educational quality of our sch
evolved — the newspaperman was Yes, newspapemen and women ﬁgf ofy N regation, a racial  ywould suffer measurably, but it
there—reporting, editorializing and have a dream to as we look to 1973. hgnce been imgossible to would at least preclude that
helping to make the citizens aware =~ This dream is for a better America - fiho g oo - empathy-magnetism-orator non-
of the importance of the project.  for all people; a better world for all e jBoverpment has  genge.

alrea trated with legal The charge can be made that

Certainly the press attempted to
make all people aware of the many
issues confronting this nution and
will continue to do so.

Community pride and progress as
well as injustices to minorities have

mankind and certainly a world
where all of us can someday live in
harmony and peace with equality
and justice for all on the face of this
earth.

action *against other states that
such imbalances will not be
lolerated for long. Thus the spur
‘o action.

The only apparent' means of

we have some teachers in our
schools now who don’t teach and
some who won’t. With the new
plan we will also be able to say we
have many who can’t.

Cgmpaign should be continued to ab”on new teacher policy

York City’s Commission on Hu-
man Rights reported that there
was “a dangerous pattern” of
violence atainst blacks in some
sections of the city.

This confirms what obser-

ship, a rediscover of democre-
tic values, and definite action
to deal with our real preblems
can help turn that sttitude a-
round. It's time to start fresh.

Do’s And Don'ts

?ndrdl.m ily subject to whim, bias
This summarizes well the objections to
the new ‘mucy The three m'of ﬂ:
tﬂt-m' plicant dﬂn

This means

out that the new certification policies
wouldn’t become effective until July 1,
1973. Therefore, he notes, the policy-could
' be returned to the present system, which
paramounts academic strength.

In discussing the new policy, Gill clearly
pointed out its faults: ;

*1 can understand the wish to associate
the National Teacher Examination with

and individual ty traits . . . ButI.
must object to these two factors, taken

g o B oo B,
the meeting, Gill was mmm'hththmtmm#-

bu
is objectionable because such fac-  he is supposed
are vague and unclear, and are 4

o, whei arrived jective judgement. F
g standing, points wm;.wmaﬁ.d’qmmm:
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