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Blacks and So-Called Middle Class Stafus

The new approach used by Watten.

sults only provide ammunmition to
those who believe blacks have come
far enough and it is now time to call
a hait to any further progress,

It is noted that in the new ap-
proach toward middleclassness the
survey does mot take into account
how many people have to produce
that income, how many have to share
it, whether the employment situation
is stable, and many other important
factors that contributes to the in-
come data.

Using money as the determinant
of what constitutes middle class, Wat-
tenberg-Scammon sets $8,000 as the
entry level into this select group out-
side the South. Within the South,
the figure is arbitrarily set at $6,000.
No percentage was given for the
any or number of whites who would
~qualify under this criteria, but it has
to be considerably above the black
figures,

middle class is even less valid be-
cause the authors have included all
factory workers. The average earn-
ings of ‘such workers, is only $4,500
a year, With many cutbacks and oth-
er production crises, the salary or in-
come figure becomes even less.

The offorts of Wattenberg and
Scammon to convince readers that
the_ majority of blacks are now mid-
dleclass obscures the fact that there
are two middle-income levels in
America—$6,440 for black families
and . $10672 for white families. In
plain talk, the black middle income
level is 40% lower than the white
middle income level, so that the term
“middle class” does not mean the
same for both.

SBuch distorted pictures of the mil-
lions of black Americans who are
seeking to improve their economic
development must not become a
source of ammunition to those who
seek to say and infer that Blacks
have come far enough and it is time
to call a halt to any further pro-
gress.
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® Hawkins'
® Column

By REP, AUGUSTUS F. HAWKINS

This Week In
Negro History

On hundred and eighty-
nine years ago (1784) on
Friday of this week a Negro
in North Carolina was given
his freedom by the State
Legislature for his

Suchi a definition of the black o _ | sa or b 1
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Census Bureau 1970 Undercount

The report by the Bureau of the
Census reports is that an estimated
5.3 millions persons were not.count-
ed in the 1970 Decennial Census.

1 does appear that changing like.
styles, attitudes and other factors
tend to now make Census taking
more difficult. Obstacles such as re-
sistance on the part of the population
to be interviewed, more “alienation”

Bladk undercount in 1970 was esti-
mated at 1.88 million persons or 7.7
percent. Comparable figures for 1960
were 168 million persons, a rate of
8.0 percent. _ _

Correct counting is most necessary
gsince congressional apportionment,
redistricting, and allocated funds for
areas, are based on the count. This

is especially important in large urban

In recent months, the questionable options exercised by the
executive Jeadership has had a curiously negative effect on
our country. Fears and annoyances created by the rapidly
rising prices, renewed inflation and increasing unem-
ployment are but a few of the major concerns troubling our

The Administrations decision to move from its Phase II
wage-price controls to Phase III voluntary compliance was

decision, inflation quickened at a pace
nessed in Modern America. It was obvious from the begin-
ning that Phast III with its nebulous guidelines was too
vague, too narrow and too weak.

WHILE IT I8 TRUE THERE are a number of contributing
crisis, the

He was just one of the
many Negroes, slaves and
freemen, who served in the
Revolutionary War.

Other events of historical
interest this week are as
follows:

MAY 1 — Mrs. E. C.
Clement became the first
Negro to be named “Mother
of The Year" in 1946.

MAY 2 — Elijah McCoy
(1844-1928), noted Negro
inventor, born.

MAY 3 — U.S. Supreme
Court declared in 1948 that

unreasonable restrictions dictated from Washington, funds
for various local offices are being delayed for no apparent
reason, and morale among the poverty lawyers has declined
to an all-time low.

As disturbing and as unfair as thése actions are, they would
not appear to be capable to producing more than a short-
range effect, if there were any clear indications of the future
of Legal Services after OEO goes out of business on June
30th

AT THIS. POINT.. THE FUTURE is cloudy. The
Administration is on record as favoring the creation of an
independent Legal Services Corporation, but the legislation
has not been introduced at this session. The possibility has
also been raised that when such legislation is introduced, it
may call for Legal Services to be funded through revenue
sharing on a state-by-state basis. Such an action, I believe,
would subject Legal Services to political control and would
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Youth and Financial Planning

Members of the younger genera-
tion are becoming much more en-
lightened and aware of the value of
aophisticated financial planning.

As one of the more than 25.9 mil-
lion Americans in the 18 to 24 age
bracket, they are increasingly becom-
ing aware of “what it’s all about” in
money matters.

Young people vote, participate, mo-

tivate and think for themselves. : i : The law of and demand would in effect 4
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ier retirement from their higher-pay-  possible task. In applying the celling, & Siere realistic approach toward

ing jobs than their elders did. In or- total stability would have been to extend the ceiling to include WASHINGTON (UPD —

der to reach such goals, improved in- Young people today are most re- fish, dairy, vegetables and other meat products. And if the With the predicted summer

vestment-savings and insurance pro-

need to be developed. Financial serv-  needs. So it is now important they aid in actually lowering prices. Is Yesterday Foundation.

ices industry must listen to the young be informed about the fundamentals THE CONSUMER PRICE PROBLEM extends far beyond I wanted to find out

and try to meet their needs of saving, of insurance and invest- food. The cost of non-food items have soared recently also. whether this far-seeing
Th PROS. Ing Among these are gasoline, fuel oil, shoes, feminine apparel research center and “Think

philosophy of saving and bud- . o . and rents. This awesome economic burden on the American tank,"” which is dedicated to

gets are already apparent to many Such economic “know how” be- consumer is probably greater now than at any other time in solving national problems,

need to in-

many of them are earning their own
money and many spend it as they
see fit.

It has been shown that education
about planned equity savings needs
some additional “kmow how.” This
means if they want early retirement,
they must plan now for it. No matter
how oriented they are to buying, or
buying on credit, they must be con-

ceptive to ideas and programs which

comes imperative as more and more
young people move into the main-
stream of America.
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so heavily toward our economic dilemma.

Protesting groups are not appessed by the President’s
order of holding prices on beef, pork and lamb. It is apparent
that this newly imposed ceiling is both, too little and ioo late.

recent history.
The Administration should not continue to gamble with half
. Controlling exports of scarce commodities such
as, pork, wheat and grain increase the supply for

" As We Run

for her book of pdetry “‘Annie
Allen.”

The will of Taddeus
Kosciusko of 1798 provided
for the education of
Negroes.

MAY & — Martin Delany
(1812-1885), army officer and
author, born.

Lighter Side

Out Of Gas

had come up with any

- substitutes for gasoline.

“YOU BET your BP
have,” said Sam Harken-
back, one of the top brains in
the foundation, to whom I

broader food policy would be most beneficial for consumer« directed the Inquiry.
“Follow me."”
He lad me into a workshop

who are supported by thiéir grandparent can

wwﬂwﬁmmﬂmwmw

.. .OF NEW YORK THE FIRST PRES!- il sy, O e
Generally, the child’s parents must be deceased or

disabled at the time the grandparent began getting payments
or died. The child must be under 18 and dependent on the

“Some people are s sensitive thal they feel snubbed if an
epidemic overlooks them."” (Kin Hubbard)

where technicians were
swarming around a shiny
little vehicle with four yellow
and two brown

the extras, no doubt about
But where's the
motor?"

“That's the beauty of it-
there isa't any motor.
Therefore, it isn't dependent
on gasoline.”

‘“Then how does it run?”

I JUST stood there a
moment in stunned silence.

“That’s so ingenious I'm
surprise the Japanese
didn’t think of it first,” I said
finally. ““What are you going
to call it?"
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