|EDITORIALS & COMME

Morc and more statistics and
studics donc on cconomic progress

‘show that apparcatly the POOR will

always be with us. And cspecially for
the Black poor. the situation grows

- more and monr critical cach day.

The cconomic progress of
Americans are usually brought up to
date by the Census Burcau. There may
e some good news coming out and
bad or truly disturbing things as well.

‘Disturbing - because,” for  the last

decade. it did appear that progress was
being made as cfforts were made to
provide job trining and other
cxsentials to uplift the millions of
low-income and working poor
individuals. And now it does appear
that no cfforts arc being made to
continue such c¢mployment
opportunitics for the millions of
Amcricans who are in dire need of
employment to aid their familics,
whether black or white.

Even though the number of poor
people began to decline. the number
of blacks going back below the
poverty level increased. The figure of

" 24.5 million people with incomes

below . the  government’s  offically
prescribed poverty level of $4,275 for
a family of four takes on added
significance with the . varying
guidelines set forth in relation to
foods. rents, and other basic
necessities. coupled with the rising
and never ending inflation, :
This ‘is quite a disturbingly large
number of individuals for it represents
one out of nine Americans. Further it

" includes one third of all blacks and

one fifth of the elderly. One of every
seven children in our nation was living
in poverty in 1972. The elderly poor
takes on added meaning as we note
that more and more citizens do reach
the elderly status in even greater
numbers. Longevity, of course, is to
be admired, but to see so many of
them in utter poverty causes one to
wonder what such an affluent nation
can and should do to alleviate their
plight.

But never the less, the working

poor will seemingly stay in the low- -

levels. For how can they rise

pr tove up when subsidy ‘bounties' -

and inflationary tactics prove an
advantage only to the very affluent
and the rich. _

Black families, especially those
headed by females, do not seem to
move up the economic ladder, despite
the general thought of so many
persons that often say women
household heads have it easy. Perhaps
they mean affluent female household
heads.

Recently the work ethic of a large
urban arca was studied and the results
appear to turn the work ethic upside
down. The real issue here was not so
much those who avoid work as those
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whe seek it and cannot find it-that is,
those husbandless mothers in
particular, who for the lack of day
care centers, cannot go to a job even
when one is available. J

This study of welfare recipicnts has
concluded’ that the problem is cven
deeper. It has been found that the
working poor arc indeed just as
impoverished as those who are on the
dole¢, and further, have little prospect
of improving their lot through work.

~ Indeed. poor working women are in
the worst condition of all. Their wages
and opportunities are even more
limited than men,

It is strange that even now some of
those. countries that good old United
Stutes* provided for so abundantly
through its Marshall Plan are already,
now- that they have reached some
degree of economic security, have
remarked that we, in the United
States, are just not good,
business-wise. Whether they refer to
the dollar situation or the. problems
affecting so great a majority of its
population, we do not know.

But the most essential issue now is
for the administration and
government to start immediately
providing. some public service work
programs for the thousands of
unemployed, black and white, who
now are watching Watergate with
mixed emotions as they see and hear,
even with a degree of arrogance, how
some affluent individuals toss money
around carelessly and without
apparent shame of the tactics.

Power has been, and without a
doubt, flaunted so that all who may
watch Watergate have no illusions as
to what some men can and will do
with power.

‘Mot feadership is also at stake and

the domestic problems of our country
. cannot be shunted aside and become
lost in the shuffles of the Watergate
testimony. We say the time is at hand
and has been for some time for those
governmental leaders, if we have

them, to set up needed programs for.
the alleviation of the rising ugly plight

of the poor, blacks, the working poor
._:nq‘_“.*’r_ e _Fm-;.: o

Just as Congress this past Saturday,
set in motion, procedures for recall to
eliminate pocket vetoes by the
Administration, of needed programs,
surely Congress can accept its
responsibility and possibly use the
same procedures for the alleviation of
the growing human needs that are
encompassing all areas of the nation.

We cannot and must not let
Watergate color the pressing needs
such as unemployment, housing,

. educational progress and other needed

domestic programs that will benefit
ALL AMERICANS, whether white or
black.

Re-Living the PostReconsiruction Period

Blacks and other minoritiés are
beginning to see how. the
post-Reconstruction Period between
1870 and 1900 lcad to pervasiveness

_and final adoption of the infamous

Black Codecs. -

These were Codes to return Blacks
to their “so-called place™ after a
period of great development and
Ic'.ldclship. 4 ;

We see the continuing whittling
away or watering down of many laws
that have bencfitted not only blacks
and .other minoritics. but also the
poor. people in general under the guise
of returning our country and the
cconomy to normal.

From all reports, there is the still
rapidly rising uncmployment of
Blacks and other minoritics. We must
not allow the Watergate Mess to
overshadow the continued need for
programs that will help the masses of
people, white or black. The continued

rising of inflationary prices will hurt

those who are least able to stem the
tide, the working poor. And there are
millions of Americans who fall in this
category.

All persons must join in the much
needed battle to fight against the
seeping and pervasive changes in our
society. We must not be guilty of
sleeping and wasting our time while
the Code words are being rewritten
and pushed upon the blacks and
minorities,

The constitutional crises of our
times,. rising inflation, utter disregard
for the rights of others, as illustrated
by the Watergatc Mess, what some

men and yes, women, will do for ¥

money and power as well as the
illegality of law enforcement officers,
--the surreptitious bugging,

wirctapping, tapc ‘recording, who =

knows what else, must somchow take
on new zeal for the rights of all
persons to life, liberty and the pursuit

of happiness as we move into the

future.

Little Known Facts About
Black Public Colleges

" DELAWARE STATE COLLEGE in’

on May 15, 1891, by the Fifty-Eighth
General Assembly of the State of

CENTRAL STATE UNIVERSITY,

located in Wilberforce, Ohio originally
existed as the “Combined Normal and
Industrial Department of Wilberforce
University, under the auspices of the
African Methodist Episcopal Church.
It ‘became an_ independent institution

many years later by action of the

Ohio General Assembly in 1941,

When known as Wilberforce,

University in conjunction with the .
above name, it was and still is the site |

for the residency of one of the EDUGATION/ NE GAVE

outstanding bishops of African

continue. ; .
Blacks outnumber whites 21 Although ANC leaders are
can

there has almost convinced through political action, they
should remain for the time ‘accept less than immeédiate

Meeting for the first time recognition of Rhodesian in-
officially, July 17, Rhodesia’s gependence by Britaln.
Prime Minister lan Smith and  BLACK leaders in Salisbury
- Methodist Bishop Abel confide that they are ready to
Musorewa, one of the most pegotiste the principle of “one
respected leaders of the man, one vele,” which would
country's 5.4 million Africans, obviously mean African rule.
are reported to have descussed The Smith-Muzorewa
terms under which blacks meeting follows less than an
would give their approval for @8  month after a secret visit to
settlement to the constitutional  Salisbury by Sir Dennis
crisis hanging over British- Greenhill, head of Britain's
Rhodesian relations for the past  deplomatic service, Sir Dennis
responding to an invitation from  London, Britain's Foreign
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Roy Wilkins Speaks

Executive Secretary of NAACP

No one can call the characters in the
Watergate drama besutiful. But Negro
Americans, while having no part in the tossing
around of tens of millions of dollars, have less
to cheer about than some others. What might be
termed “the Watergate mind,” not connected
by any hard evidence (as yet) with the so-called
Watergate conspiracy, has included Negroes
racially in the persecutions incident to the
all-demanding task @ﬁmﬂn President

A Fi I 542
. reelectedin 1972, ot [ #aks?
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The report is that Charles W, Colson,
former special counsel to President Nixon, used
his influence improperly . In his zesl ta re-elect
the President, Mr. Colson felt that if black
people blocked the main goal, they were to be
brushed aside. If their feelings were hurt, if

* their racial ambitions were blotted out and if

their mere presence . offended powerful
supporters of the President, then they must be
ousted.

It is alleged that Mr. Colson asked the
Labor Department (1) not to appeint a black
man as regional director in New York, and (2)
to “hamass” all-black unions of construction
workers to keep them from competing with
white unions. The nominee for regional
director, Clsyton J. Cotrell, was appointed by
the White Hous omly because Laurence H.

_ Silberman, Under Secretary of Labor,

threatened to resign if Cotrell swas not named.

When Peter J. Brennan was confirmed as
Secretary of Labor, one of his first tasks was the
demotion of Mr. Cotrell by two grades and
removal from the post. The teamsters’ union
was supporting the re-election of Mr. Nixon and
hence the pressure on the Labor Department.
Mr, Colson his White House job early
in 1973 and ington firm reportedly has
:un retained by the teamsters at a six-figure
ee.

Mr. Colifiy’s reported language on the
appointment of Mr. Cotrell was blunt. His
office was said fo have observed: “You can't

‘have this black'regional director in New York

because the building trades won't stand for it,”

THE ‘HARD MACH]NES’
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Things You Should Know

Britain consistently main-
tains it will not grant in-
dependence to Rhodesia until a
whites and blacks is Im::dm

out.  if they don’t take advantage of
Under Mr. Smith, the white. (his opportunity of dealing with
minority government declared A
independence unilaterally in
1985. Rhodesia has been under
diplomatic and economic
sanctions since that time.

THE PRIME Minister told

"plrllnmmt recently that

heads, were ‘“‘absolutely
'unacceptable' because they

and a quick approach to
majority rule.

In extending his invitation for
a direct pertonal meeting, the
Bishop denied that ANC's  ago (1808) of Wednesday of this
position was so inflexible, week the Negro explorer who

Until now, Bishop Musorewa- accompanied Peary at the
has not revealed how far~ North Pole was born. He was
Africans are willing to com- Mathew A. Henson.

, since ANC expects to
bargai Other history events this
gain with the Smith See oh hallaws:

'‘government on behalf of the
AUGUST ¢ — John Wesley

‘biack masses.
TALKS AT A lower level had  work (1873-1026), musician and
author best known as the

‘taken place last November

One hundred and seven years

.ROY WILKINS -

‘without results. They were  founder of the movement for the
] resumed earlier this year after
Silberman, the under secretary, was said to Britain made it clear the two m of Negro folk song,

be “furious” at thiseffort. He became so firm Irncu would have to get
that the then Attorney: General, Johm N. together to work out a solution.
Mitchell, who had objected to the black ' A London-assigned, opinion-
director, was quoted as complaining: “Who lfl'""""‘
does he think is running for President of the  [ou0d _ black
United States, Richard Nixon or Larmry o
Silberman?” But though Silberman refused to
back down and Cotrell’s appointment was
made, Peter Bresman,: e “hard chat” man,
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AUGUST 7 — Dr. Ralph J.
Bunche (1904-1971), social
scientist, diplomat, and UN
Undersecretary, was born. Dr,
Bunche was once professor at
Howard University, and he was
winner of the Nobel Peace

Donald F. Rodgers, an assistant to Mr.
Colson, is said to have been equglly blunt about
all-black unions. *He wanted the department to
bring enough action against them so they could

progress toward majority rule.
" THE TALKS July 17 appear to
offer a real chance of getting
approval for continued white
rule.

Cameron noted Negro
put the unions out of business, because they If the Smith-Muzorewa talks ;r:ﬁinumm.mbu-nin
were competing with white unions for ~ and subsequent meetings are '

» was the t successful, blacks will be AUGUST 11 — Robert Brown
construction jobs,” was the way one source pu agreeing to social, economic Elliott (1842-1884), one of the

it. mwmw{
Mr. Colson has said he didn't have close

control over Rodgers. Rodgers is also alleged to
have told some umions that the White House

most brilliant Negroes to serve
in the United States House of
Réepresentatives from South
Carolina, was horn, He served

Negroes in the early 1950’s.
BEGREGATED toilets,

would relax its non-discrimination efforts after restricted residential areas, twotermsin. - me
voter qualifications which i
the election. mtamuny exclude black AUGUST t  .ue home of

Race and color, as in all of US. history,
appear to have been factors in the holy crusade

to réelect President Nixon in 1972, The
language, sccording to reports, was nakedly
racial and the action was abrupt and definite, in
line with the traditions of teamsters and
construction workers. The necessity for
Negroes to fight this monolithic opposition is
‘apparent

For black Americans the deadly contest is
for bread, for shelter, for schools, for life’s little -
successes and happiness. For all Americans the

struggle against “the Watergate mind” will
determine the kind of country we have, We can
have cold and ruthless policies, sweeping away
the obstructive do-gooders, the Larry
Silbermans, if you will, leaving only the hard
machines to fight the hard machines — to the
death,

franchise, separate but  Frederick wo.uglass was
unequal schools — all of these dedicated as a racial shrine in

situations and more would 1922,

o

Methodist, Bishop Reverdy C. cowrimeuTn. PEATLAES -

_ Ransom. .

"D IN ALLEGHANY CITY, PA. AS

TORY — IN 1901 ALL HIS BUSI-
. NESS HOLDINGS WERE INCORPOR-
| | ATEDINTOTHE u.8. STEEL COMPANY/
HE WAS THE FIRST PHILANTHROPIST TO GIVE LARGE SUMS FOR NEGRO
4,600,000 TOTUSKEGEE/
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'BEFORE WE MARRIED YOU DIDNT HAVE A RAG
ON YOUR BACK-~ NOW YOUNVE GOT RAGS/
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SGCOTLAND — IN 1848 HE SETTL-
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