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As we recall and remember the
time-some ten years ago, when Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. led the civil
rights march in Washington, he spoke
particularly of the dream he had, a
dream that one day hate and fear
would be replaced by love and greater
understanding, that black people and
white people would come to realize
that all of us are a part of the same
great America and that this nation will
continue to survive only if we exercise
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mutual trust and respect each othef™

For those who were there, and to
those who witnessed it on nation-wide
media, the fellowship seemed
apparent on that memorable day that
many will never forget. Yet, fear and
hate has become so easy. It is available
to all of us. The distrust grows wider
each day. All we need to do is fear our
neighbors and it becomes much more
difficult to reach out. It also is much
more difficult to understand. And it
seems almost impossible for most of
us to accept the simple fact that we
are all children of the same God.

Dr. King's dream is still only a
dream to so many people and to
' some, and even in some ways, it seems

even more remote than it was a
decade ago. There is much more
sciertific technology than there was a
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we destroying ourselves? Why have we
permitted our nation to become the
butcher of the world? We cannot feed
the poor, we cannot provide
educational facilities for the rising
population of our children, and we
cannot protect our environment, and
yet we are perfectly able to squander
billions of dollars to wipe Southeast
Asia off the face of the earth. Can we
never stop to think, or let alone feel?
For most of us, our idea of
compassion is a basket of
Thanksgiving or Christmas turkeys for
the poor. We have ravished the land;
we have apparently ravished morality;
we equate patriotism with blind
obedience: we sacrifice freedom in the
name of spurious security; our
political leaders lie and our
government lies, and the thing is— as |
see it, nobody really cares. Truth
becomes too corrosive. Truth is too
easily dismissed, or ignored, or even
disputed.

And why? Because we are afraid.
Black people frighten white people
and white people frighten black
people, young people frighten old
people, old people frighten the young,
female “libbers” frighten males and
one wonders, where will it all end.
What has happened to that thing
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