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Tuesday Evening
First Full-Leng- th

Classic Ballet Is
Danced On Center

March 31. 1931

Tomm Ruud (Ferdinand).
Paul Chihara created the
original score for "The
Tempest." Sets are by Tony
Award-winnin- g Tony
Walton (he also received an
Oscar for "All That Jazz"),
and costumes by Willa Kim

(winner of two Drama Desk

Awards). The Performing
Arts Orchestra of San Fran-
cisco will be led by the
Ballet's own conductor,
Jean-Lou- is LeRoux.
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William Shakespeare's
romantic comedy, "The;
Tempest,' has ...been;,
transformed into a full-- )
length, fantasy-fille- d ballet:
by Michael Smuin, one of;
America's renowned
choreographers and a co--j
director of the San Francisco!
Ballet. The results of
Smuin's creative and artistic'
application will air live from
San Francisco's War
Memorial Opera House on
Monday, March 30 at 8 p.m.
On Center Channel 4. This
performance by the San
Francisco Ballet is part of
"Dance In America" on
Great Performances.

When "The Tempest
premiered tost spring, noted
New York Post critic Clive
Barnes said " 'The Tempest,'
so far as I can see, makes
American ballet history. It is
the first, full-lengt- h,

American classic ballet ever
to be created from scratch, . .
. and Smuin dares with an
imagination that runs happi-
ly from the (Russia Imcrpial)
Maryinsky to Las Vegas."
"The Tempest" is Smuin's
translation of - Elizabethan
prose into the graceful for-

mat of ballet. The colorful
cast of characters brings
royal blood into conflict with
spirits, magical powers and a
"noble savage.!? la this two-a- ct

ballet, these characters .
are incorporated into what'
Barnes cased ". . . hugh,
almost show-bi- z style sue;
cess' with a story-lin-e that
would be "clear enough to.
someone totally ; unac-
quainted with the play."

Until Smuin, no one had
succeeded in mounting a
strkkty Uactic 'Tempest."
According to the Sow Fnn-rbc-o

ChrtmkU, thJt feaSct b' "almost breathless its con-

stant mot ion, with radiant
ideas pi ltd one aton
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