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In 1918, Hugh N. Mulzac earned his master's ticket in the mer-
chant marine, but it was 24 years before he was given a chance to use
it. Discrimination blocked him from command.

Though qualified as a captain, Mulzac had to content himself in
such berths as d seaman, steward and cook.

He finally broke the. color barrier shortly after the outbreak of
World War II, however, when he was given command of a new
liberty ship, the Booker T. Washington.

In 1969. the New York chapter of the Assn. for the Study of
Negro Life and History, taking note of Mulzac's role as America's
first black merchant captain honored him "for bringing honor and
hope to black seamen."

Mulzac died in Long Island two years later1 at about the age of 82.
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