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Black History Month: A Brief Background
him, each man must preserve
the memory of his own
freedom : and dignity. To
forget means accepting the
diminished world :. planned
for. him
the world of the slave. ,

"The struggle of man
against power is the
struggle of memory
against forgetting. "

Milan Kundera
The Book of .

Laughter And
Forgetting - !

To Milan Kundera, an
author and dissident exiled
from his - native
Czechoslovakia, the real war
against tyranny is a private
one, with the human mind as
battleground, Confronted by
forces that seek to subjugate.

Monday-Frida- y Daytime
February 1 5, 1982

kundera's view of tyranny,
is not new. It was forcefully '
articulated at the beginning
of this century by a ; black .

American, Dr. Carter O.
Woodson. Woodson is the; --

founder of Afro-America- n'

(Black) History Month,
which America observes for
the 56th time this February.

Carter .Woodson believed
that the most complete form
of enslavement was mind
control. "When you control
a man's thinking! he wrote,
"you do not have to worry ...

about his actions. You do
not have to tell him not to
stand here or go yonder. He
will find his 'proper place
and will stay in it; You do
not need to send him to the
back door. He i will go
without being told. In fact, if
there is no back door he will

cut one for - his special
benefit. HIS EDUCATION
MAKES IT NECESSARY."

The son of slave parents,
Woodson believed that
though emancipation had
been officially proclaimed
generations earlier, the
minds of black Americans
and whites as well were
still enslaved by the dogma
of white superiority. Not on-

ly were such notions accepted
as commonplace truths; they
were part, of Ihe humanities
education given at the na-

tion's colleges, where their
presence, according to ,
Woodson, fostered an
"educational process which
inspires arid stimulates the
oppressor with the thought
that he is everything and has
accomplished everything
worthwhile. . . ."

The Harvard-traine- d

Woodson knew the facts of i

American history told other-

wise, and he saw education,
particularly s in .

Afro-Americ- an

history' and
culture, as the key to ending
the mental enslavement of
black and white Americans.
He reasoned that if people
could i be shown the
significance of black culture
in America' history, if the
achievements of Afro-America- ns

could be brought
to tight, then the attitudes of
blacks toward ' themselves,
and the attitudes of whites
toward blacks, ;

; would
change.?- - --- -

In 1915, Woodson took
the first steps to promote this
goal when he and several col-

leagues founded the Associa-

tion for the Study of Negro
Life : and History, an
organization whose purposes
were "the collection of
sociological and historical
data on the Negro, the study
of people of African blood,
the publishing of books in
this field, and the promotion
of harmony between the
faces by acquainting the one
with the other." In 1916, he
founded the Journal of,
Negro History. Eleven years
later, he and the Association
founded Black History
Month, then called the Negro
History Week Celebration. It
was a national success jn its
first year, and since then the
annual celebration has, pro-
vided a time for Americans
to reflect upon the
achievements of blacks in
American history; and has
given educators like Wood-
son an opportunty to dispel
the racial myths that he knew
to be so crippling.
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SEARCHING FOR FINANCIAL AID - Start
with EOC (Educational Opportunity Center), 208 S.
Main St., Roxboro. They have the latest information
on federal, campus-base- d and independent aid
funds.

Financial Aid Forms (FAF), Family Financial
Statements (FFS) and Basic Educational Opportunity
Grant (BEOG) applications are available at EOC.

They can help complete the forms quickly and ac-

curately. Call EOC today (599-0237- ), ,'
LEADERSHIP TRAINING WORKSHOP -s-

ponsored by the Durham District United Methodist
Women's executive . committee at Duke's Chapel
United Methodist Church located on the Old Oxford
Highway, Saturday, January 30, beginning at 9:30
a.nL r ..,; "'"v-v- .:.

' : ..
Officers of all local units and interested members ,r

of the United Methodist Women in the Durham
District are invited to attend. Bring a bag lunch,
beverages will be provided.
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