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No recent issue in foreign affairs has aroused as
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anti-American Marxist-Leninist guerrillas who
threaten the stability of the entire Central American
reglon and our own national security.

position, It has indicated that it is willing to en-

dorse continued U.S. financial assistance to El

Salvador so long as that country’s leaders remain

committed to pursuing a policy of authentic land

reform, the cornerstone of social justice. American

r has argued for a peaceful solution to this
tragic country’s plight and therefore viewed elec-
tions in El Salvador as a potentiglly important step
in & peaceful transition to democracy and stability.

In calling for such a policy the AFL-CIO has
reflected the views of the leading seasants’ and ur-
ban workers’ trade unions, believing that they

sent the sentiments of the vast majority of El
vador's working people, ;

When elections were called for late March, many
critics argued that they would be an unmitigated
disaster. Opposition left-wing parties had urged a
boycott of the elections and the Leninist guerrillas
had boldly predicted that they would conduct a
military offensive that would paralyze the country
and make the elections impossible to carry out.
Some American newspaper pundits suggested that
in a country as poor as El Salvador, people are
more interested in bread and land than in casting a
vote which may not affect their lvies in the slightest.

inions on the voter turnout were offered from
all circles. Some predicted that fifteen per cent of El
Salvador’s 1.5 million eligible voters would take
part. The optimists predicted a turnout of no better
than 35-40.per cent, In the midst of a dangerous
war, the argument went, most people would stay at
home. There could be no legitimate election.

All of these opinions and analyses were made by
outsiders. Regrettably no one had bothered to con-
sult the Salvadoran people.

For on March 28th, they delivered their own ver-
dict on the electoral process. And that verdict was
for democracy and peaceful change.

I traveled to El Salvador to witness the elections
as part of a non-governmental delegation organized
by Freedom House, a highly respected U.S. human
rights organization. 1 was able to witness the elec-
toral process in numerous polling sites and to speak
with many ordinary Salvadorans. From most of
them | heard the same m : what they wanted

g

above all was an end to the bloodshed. They were ™ ™

.voting, many told me, to
register their support for
peace.

The outpouring of
voter participation as-
tounded even the op-
timists. When the coun-
ting was completed, ap-
proximately eighty per
cent of the country's
adults had exercised their
_franchise, and this
despite Central
- America’s history of
electoral fraud and
military coups which
denied ordinary people a
say in determining their
country's future.

The outpouring of
voters was a tremendous
boost for the democratic
process. These ordinary
people, many of them il-
literate or uneducated,
were asserting that they

wanted “to determine
their destiny.
The results of the

voting indicate that the
mgoderate Christian
Democratic Party con-
tinues to be that
“country’s most popular
political group. The elec-
toral strength of the anti-
democratic, right-wing
Arena Party surprised
many. But in the
Salvadoran context, that
party's demagogic pro-
mise of bringing order to
the country by wiping
out the guerrillas exerted
a greal deal of appeal to
people victimized by’
three years of
devastating and bloody
civil war.

The Arena Party is in-
deed anti-democratic,
but if it seeks 10 act in an
undemocratic way, it will
lose most of the signifi-
cant support it won
through the ballot box.
For the very process of
democratic ejections has
created an, unwritten
code of conduct to which
Salvadoran political
leaders must respond.
Even the anti-democratic
guerrillas must confront
the reality that the
Salvadoran people do
not desire to take up
arms (o change their
soviety, but prefer (o
turn to an orderly
democratic and peaceful
process for resolving .
political differences.

For Americans, par-
ticarly for the fifty per
cer.  of eligible voters
who did not vote in the
1980 Presidential elec-
tions the fervor and
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Business In The Black
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What i\lllm. selective, strong, dark and m
business suit — any member of the Black
Chamber of Commerce. Combining sales skil
do with a martini in one hand is good practic
your perception on business or life. Like forty othe

folks, 1 found my way to the eclegant “As
Office” restaurant md{u in San F
month for a meeting of ‘the San

held in a *‘National Historic Registered Landmark

building, boy were we impressed by its dapper black
American owner, Jimmy Thigpen. Of course, he
originally from Chicago like me — that explains
everything. Actually there were a lot of sharp and

curvy (“‘sexist”’ remark) people at the Chamber. mare

Comipg together obviously for both facts and
figures (another *‘sexist’’ remark). >

Francisco Black
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Furniture and antiques in the Assay Office

restaurant and bar are old world charm with
modern chic cuisine. An enhancing and comfor-
table chamber to discuss commerce and persol

compliments (see above for type of remark). Owner
Jim Thigpen“was not the only Jim in business for
himself soliciting contacts for more available
business. Jim Jefferson, Jefferson Associates, Inc.,
engineers; Frederick E. Jordan, Avent Assogiates,
Inc., financiers; L. Andrew’Jeanpierre, Jeanpierre,
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flow of opport t
businesses. membershi
ed, they wlidtaﬂinlﬂmm:kwu:
usinessmen and women t0 join the Chamber. All »
‘across the country, the concept of organizing and
yperating with the aid of @ Black Chamber of Com
i§ taking hold. Ha :

Vil. . . ‘ mmr‘r as
pose by the President wﬁ proliferate these
rs.

Coming together under a common banner for
_business opportunities is a sound business

ncipal, particularly for black American people.

r businesses tend to be small where the greatest
number of failures are found. Business failures are
,dtmbmawsh_uply all around. They jumped from 24
‘per 10,000 in 1978 to a rate of 83 per 10,000 now,

<1up 245% in four'years. The family that plays

'together, stays together a lot longer. For a longer

business life, black American businessmen and
women should consider joining a black American
Chamber of Commerce - now. It may not only
enhancg your survival, it may save your life.
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Mastering the cgllaga- Financial Course

You can ride the college tuition escalator without, Consult high school and college financial aid of- .

falling off. Financial writer Roger Harris advised in * | fices, your state department of education, and local

the May issue of Families, “Don’t lose heart.
Ironically, in these worst times for college costs, it's

civic and professional organizations to se¢ what
they offer. Don’t be reluctant to apply. Most

still the, best of times for scrounging around for °scholarship committees den’t expect applicants to

various loans, scholarships, work-study aids and

- . other resourges for meeting those costs."

Harris points out that if you don’t qualify for a

have genius 1Q's.
_And since housing costs play 8 large part in the
rising cost of college, you might want to consider

Guaranteed Student Loan or the National Direct . cooperative housing. Students can trade their labor
Student Loan programs, you might check the Aux-'.'for cost savings. In one cooperative house at the
iliary Loan to Assist Students. According to Harris, . University of Michigan, students were able to lpp
““Like the federal student loans, this loan plan is: $450-1500 off the normal dormitory bill for the
guaranteed by the government — only it carries @ schoo] year by working a mere four to six hours a

fourteen per cent interest rate."’
And scholarships are out there. “‘In fact,”” he

week.
Harris compares searching for all the available .

writes, “there’s an estimated billion dollars a year financial aid to taking a course: ““There’s plenty of

in scholarship and tuition-assistance
to be plucked from various donors.’
The trick is to find out who is doing the offering,
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grants waiting
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hard work invplyed, but if you master the course, it
i:ll;ul::.l be the most important grade of your financial
e."
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Buying A Used Car
With An ‘‘As Is" Warranty,

Staie Services
Whe: ;gu,moﬂhm
important d to find out is what
with the car. A “‘warranty”’
:r of what be or she |
you've

it. Ay ps on the
contract you sign. If you can’t find a statement
me'dvm%hve. ask the
© . seller to point it out to you REyoumlf
you don’t ynderstand the warranty, get the or

ly on the sales contract.

A car sold ‘“A$ Is"’ is usually cheaper than the
same car sold with @ warranty. Before buying an
“As Is'" car, you need to find out what kind of
repairs may be needed and how much they could
cost. A test drive will give you an idea of the car’s
condition and & chance to decide whether or not

you're with it. Let the engine warm up
while you check  that the turn signals, lights,
high beams, winy i wipers, heater, air condi-
tioning, horn, door logks and windows are all work-
ing properly. for even wear on the tire treads .
and see if there is 3 tire and tire jack. Open the
hood and listen tg the spund of the engine as it idles
— it should be . Check for smoke out of the
tailp:p:c - if it’s biack or dark blue, it could mean
expensive engine-repairs.

Drive the car af lgast ten miles ynder all kinds of

conditions — open highway, city traffic, bumpy
roads. Drive it 3t 5 mph and apply the brakes —
the car should stop quickly and straight. The steer-
ing should not hﬁoon. The car should move
‘through the gears smoothly whether it’s an
automatic or manual transmission. If it’s a manual,

drive it in reverse fifty yards or so — if the car pops
out :f gear, it could mean expensive transmission
wOork. ;

Make notes of anything that is missing or doesn’t,
work well to mention to the seller later. Some used
will agree Lo make minor repairs if you
buy the car. If so, make sure those promises are

_written on the contract.

In the long rum, it may be worth the $10-$20 cost
of having a meghanic thoroughly check out the car.
A mechanic can tgll you more precisely what work
is needed and about how much it will cost. Thea -
you can decide if the car is worth buying ““As Is”. 7

DO IT WITH TASTE.

Seagram's
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