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The Gap Band Fills Top Chart Slots
The group Ronnie later found-
ed was named The Gap Band
from an acronym for the three
main arteries at the heart of
Tulsa's black-busine- ss com-

munity Greenwood, Archer
and Pine Streets, and from the
beginning, due to their ver-

satility, The Gap Band has
been able to successfully mix
R&B with firm pop appeal.
Local Tulsa rock "n' roll star
and record producer Leon
Russell was so impressed with
fhf Con RanH that Via ViaH

another successive step up-
ward and outward on the
fourth chapter of what pro-
mises to be a long and en-

joyable story. And there's no
better opener for this slice of
the Gap BandVmusical magic
than the single, "Early In The
Morning," a scintillating ray
of musical sunshine that
should brighten the dance
floors and radio waves of
America. "We hit all the
targets a little deeper," ex-

plains producer Lonnie Sim-

mons, and in the year and a
; half since recording the

"The Gap Band is; filling
the - spaces between musical
forms, filling the holes, the
gaps," says Ronnie Wilson.
The Gap Band also fills the
top chart slots with songs like
"Burn Rubber" (a No. 1 R&B
single as well as a pop hit), and
"Yearnin"' (Top 10 R&B and
Top 40 pop) from The Gap
Band III, now a platinum
album filling the spaces on
their already crowded walls.
After all, The Gap Band II
scored gold for this cap-
tivating musical unit, which
has been filling a lot of gaps in
the charts since scoring No. 1

R&B single, "Shake", on thei?
: first MercuryPolyGram
album, The Gap Band. Hit
songs like "Open Up Your
Mind (Wide)," "Steppin',"
"Oops (Upside Your Head)"
and"Party Lights" have plug-

ged The Gap Band into
America's ears, and earned it's
members admiration from the
likes of Stevie Wonder, who
asked them to contribute their
talents to his Hotter Than July
album.

The Gap Band IV (on Total
Experience Records) finds this
million selling act taking vet
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platinum The G"P Band III
album, "we've been able to
refine our abilities and bring
out the best in all of us.' Ex-

plosive cuts like "You Drop-
ped the Bomb on Me" and

: "Talkin' Back," build on The
Gap Band's irresistable.
uptempo style found on
previous cuts like "Burn Rub-

ber," "Humpin"' and "Oops
(Upside Your. Head)," while
the Gap Band also continues
to develop it's knack for
beautifully wrought love songs
on "Season's No Reason to
Change" and "I Can't Get
Over you." Fans of the hit,
"Yearnin'," will revel in the
Gap Band's immaculate
mastery of ballads on such
cuts as "Lonely Like Me" and
"Stay With Me," or the heart-

warming ode to women and
'Outstanding.romance,

Rife with vocal and instrumen- -'

them perform with him in con-
certs across the country. The
Gap Band's musical breadth
even found them playing with
the likes Of rock giants The
Rolling Stones and Kansas.

In 478, all three Wilson
Brothers were now members
of The Gap Band, and had
come to the attention of
record producer and night
club owner, Lonnie Simmons.
Signing the band to his Total
Experience Productions, Sim-
mons and the Gap Band
entered into, a creative col-

laboration that has brought;
the group to the forefront of;
the black music and pop
scenes. With the recent forma-
tion of Total Experience
Records, Simmons and the
Gap Band promise to fill even

' more musical spaces than ever
before.

tal thrills. The Gap Band IV

promises.30 Veach and touch
everybody with a total musical
experience.

Such versatility and winning
musical style reflects The Gap
Band's heritage and ex-

perience. The, group's three
Wilson Brothers, (Ronnie,
Charles and Robert) grew up
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the sons
:of a minister. Tljcir first
musical exposure came as
members of the church choir.
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airtight container. If you
must store in the bag, be sure
to seal tightly and store in'
a dry location.

Just because you're bar-

becuing for two doesnt mean
you cant shop economically.
In fact, outdoor grilling can
make food planning easier!

Take advantage of special
buys on larger or less tender
cuts of meat. At home, simply
divide the pieces into meal-siz- e

portions,- - place in plastic
bags, add different marinating
sauces according to your taste
and imagination, and freeze.

As dinner thaws, the mari-
nade will tenderize ancfflavor

.' the meat. You can get a wide
range of tastes simply by
varying your combination of

'marinade ingredientat -

Help keep energy costs
down by planning your entire
menu around the grill. Veg

If you think of outdoor
cooking only in terms of pic-

nics, parties or family reunions
think again. With a little bit

of planning and the right
accessories, it's as convenient,
easy and fun to barbecue for
two at it is for a crowd.

First, choose the right
size grill, such as a small
brazier or hibachi. To keep
clean-u- p time to a minimum,
line the firebox with foil
and spray the rack with a
nonstick vegetable oil coating.

To start the fire quickly
and easily, use an instant-lightin- g

charcoal like Match
light that needs no lighter

' fluid and - is ' ready to ; cook
on in about 20 minutes.

.The convenience of this
charcoal makes it a
natural when you want to be
sun the fire gets off to a
good start with no hassle.

"Because this pre-- t rested har-- etables, fruits, and bread can '

all be cooked in Toil over theoal to-xoo- k .onia
about t ft0f3!ie cooking1 times,
regular charcoal, it makes the parboil fresh-vegetab- les fiat,

--"pleaaun ofbarbecuing possible
vn on busy work days.''

Any charcoal has a ten-7- ?

deacy o sibecrt moisture if
'

- lift in an open bag for several
;' --

.j; months. Ee best jesults, buy :

, srnaJler amounts ; and store

.and turn aU pacxets occa-

sionally :lo insure even
cooking.- -.

For more tips and recipes, '

write for the frfij?srnphlet, .

J'Ccoal,; Barbecue" IdeasJk,,;
P.O. Box S4306, Dflartmer Aj
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