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NCCU Opens Theatre Season With Tragedy
duct bn of the 1982-8- 3 season
of the NCCU Department of
Dramatic Art, Death and the
King's Horseman. It is slated
to run October 13-1- 6 at 8:1 5

p.m. and October 17 at 3:15

p.m. in the University Theatre
at the corner of Faycttcviltc
and Lawson streets. .

Written by the world
renown Nigerian playwright,
Wole Soyinka. the play is bas- -

By Tom McDonald
A diverse, talented and

hardworking cast, under the
direction of Assistant Pro-
fessor Karen Dacons, is busily,
preparing for the opening pro
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cd on events which took place
in Oyo, ancient Yoruba City
of Nigeria, in 1946. That year,
the lives of Elesin (the dead
king's chief horseman), his

son, and the Colonial District
Officer intertwined with the
disastrous results set out in the
play.

Filled with dancing, drum-

ming, chants, and traditional
Nigerian dress in a festival-lik- e

atmosphere the show promises
. to be what Director Dacons
calls "a wholly stimulating ex-

perience. The script is magic."
To assist in creating an

authentic atmosphere through
music, costumes, and a
thorough understanding of the
language for the' production,
Nigerian born Shola Olaoye
has been brought in as a con-

sultantartist in residence.
Olaoye, who believes that the
script is "classic", is a
member of the Yoruba tribe.
Drummer, dancer,
choreographer, actor, writer,
singer and stage technician, his
talents run the gamut of the
theatrical profession. Olaoye
will lead the orchestra of
drums for the production.

The choreography is being
staged by Sadiyah Abd-Shak-

a former member of
the Chuck Davis Dance Com-- ,
pany. She presently runs a
studio in African Dance at St,
Joseph's Performance Center.

Walter Norflett will play the
lead role, Elesin Oba.
Norflett, a theatre veteran
whose credits include Our
Town, Ain't Suppose To Die

A Natural Death, and Benny
says that the chance to portraj
Elesin Oba is "a rare opor-tunit- y

for an actor. It is a very
educational and emotional ex-

perience," he added.
Cassandra Sim mons-- H u nter

will play Iyaloja, the elder
woman. "Vy-'-''-"- '

"This play deals with : a
serious, tragic traditional
ritual that we people of the
western culture may view as
sadistic, but 'living the play
has introduced us to the
Yoruba culture, a very rich
and colorful lifestyle," she
S3 id '

James "Wiz" Williams will
play the Praise-Singe- r. He has
appeared in Child of the Sky
and Purlie Victorious.

Michael Kilman, a profes-
sional actor from San Ber-nadin- o,

Calif., will play
Simon Pilkings. Kilman has
had major roles in One flew
Over The Cuckoo's Nest,
Canterbury Tales, Our Town,
and A Midsummer Night's
Dream.:

Kevin Dill, a sophomore
dramatic arts major will play
Olunde, Elesin's son.

Other members of the cast
include: April Jones, Donna
Buie, Denise Coleman, Ivy
Burch, Millard Church, Jim-mi- e

Green, Yolanda Jones,
Venita Ashford, Ramona
Long, Louis Manor, Angela
Oliver, Jeff Shubert, and
Peggy Solveson, and William
Strowder. 1

;

For reservations call
683-624- 2 Monday through Fri-

day between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
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