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* LETS WORK TOGETHER FOR A SAFE CONPUNITY

THAT CARE ABOUT THE
mmm;
WHERE NEEDED.

Editorial

The Durham Committee Erred

The Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black People can
meet privately whenever it wants to, for as long as it wants 10,
ind to discuss whatever it wants to. It cannot legally use public
acilities for private meetings.

Our position is based on the spirit and intent of the public
neetings law, and policies of the Durham County Library
system.

The issue arises from the fact that the Committee voted to oust
a reporter for The Carolina Times from its regular meeting last
week.

For years, the Durham Committee has had a stated confiden-
nality policy, especially regarding its endorsement meetings. In
hese meetings, Committee officials dutifully ask participants not
o discuss the proceedings when they leave.

But almost just as dutifully, Committee endorsement decisions
and other particulars about the meetings are often reported the
1ext day in local media.

To our knowledge, The Carolina Times has not reported a
Durham Committee endorsement prior to an election, which
essentially is the basis for the so-called confidentiality policy.

The thinking, according to Committee officials, is that *‘if the
white folks know who we have endorsed before election day, they
(the white folks) will turn against those candidates.”

The record does not justify this position, certainly gt in recent
YEars. = - . i

Consider the most recent elections. It was known, and dutifully
reported in local media that the Committee had endorsed, for ex-
ample, Ms. Karen Galloway, Mickey Michaux, Mrs. Elna
Spaulding, Kenneth Spaulding and the Durham Civic Center
referendum. Each of those candidates won, as did the civic center
bond issue. As a matter of fact, the bond issue probably would
have failed except for the overwhelming black vote ‘“‘delivered™
by the Durham Committee.

So, the truth of the matter is that even the Durham
Committee’s own members don’t respect the organization’s
policy of confidentiality. They all say they do. They all pay lip
service to it. But someone almost always anonymously reveals
what happened in the meetings.

At The Carolina Times, we have not sought to solicit help from
“anonymous’’ sources in covering the Durham Committee, We
have sought to cover the organization openly, fairly and honestly.

But apparently our prior efforts have not been sufficient, as
Committee president Willie Lovett said recently: ““I have some
concerns about the newspaper’s motives.”

We have a number of regrets about this situation.

First, it is regrettable that Committee members chose to act
emotionally rather than reasonably in implementing its policy.
They, according to Lovett, asked our writer to put the Commit-
tee’s confidentiality rule above his responsibility to do his job,
which is unfair on its face. We don’t believe that either Mr. John
Edwards, who apparently raised the issue, or Mr. Maceo Sloan,
Jr., who apparently supported it, would be willing to put their
jobs and careers on the line for the organization.

Secondly, it is regrettable that the organization didn’t exercise
its option of moving it§ meeting to a private facility, and then
closing it to anyone it didn’t want there.

While we disagree with the Committee’s so-called yen for
secrecy, we recognize, as a matter of law, that our access to the
organization and the public’s right to know its business, ends a
the door of its right to privacy. ]

But we, black people, must practice both the spirit and the let-
ter of the law, as we are prone to insist that white people do. In
ousting the reporter, we believe the Committee made a serious er-
ror in judgment.

]
iwhen it wants to meet privately, it won’t meet in a public facility.

We only hope that the organization will correct its course.and

]
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Born in 1874, on a farm in Clay County.
Mississippi. he studied at Roger Williams
University. Nashville, Tennessee, and at
Chicago University. He was admitted o
practice law in 1902' He practiced in the
= U.S. Sypreme Court and was Special
f Judge of the Superior Court, (Oklahoma).
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" Black Voting Power

!

The black vote has been described as a
“‘sleeping giant’' whenever clections are
the topic of discussion, It's time for that
sleeping giant 1o wake up.

I'here is no task of greater immediate
importance for the black community than
the job of getting every cligible voter
registered and voting. That is especially
important in 1982 for a number of
reasons,

First, a strong black voter turnout in
this Navember's clections will send a
powerful message 1o leaders of both par-
ties that they'll have 1o adjust thejr
policies 1o attract black voters in 1984,
That crucial Presidential race clfectively
begins the day after this year's election.

Second, the stakes are high in 1982,

Every member of the House ol Represen-
tatives, a third of the Senate and many
eovernors® offices are on the block.
Third, this year’s volie is being seen as
an indication of America's aceeptance of
current policies ol both parties. Observers
will be reading the resulis for signs of the
political costs ol high unemplovment, ris-
ing poverty and shrinking government.
Ihe black vote takes on greater impor-
tance as the media and the politicians scan
it for signs of apathy or activism.
Fourth, new coalitions are emerging
between blacks, other minoritics, women
and labor. The black influence on those

coalitions directly depends on
B s

demonsirating er at the polls.

Finally, whatever the clection results,
the policy cards afe in for reshuffling. Big
decisions are waiting to be made — on
future budgets, the fate of domestic pro-
grams, New Federalism, social security,
and others. The bigger the black vote, the
better chance blacks have of being at the
table when the cards are cut,

The stumbling/ block to higher levels of
black voter participation has always been
apathy due to feclings of powerlessness
and the realities pf poverty. Many people
feel their vote doesn't count, and many
others are simply 100 busy with the daily
struggle to surMive 1o participate in the
clectoral process.

But powerlessness and poverty are the
reasons why all eligible black poeple
should register/ and vote. A large black
vote means poljtical power, along with the
opportunity b do something  about
changing policies that lead 10 poverty and
unemployment.

A recent sthidy by the Joint Center lor
Political Studies shows that blacks make
up twenty per cent or more-of the popula-
tion of 86 gongressional districts. Thai
means high Black voter turnout can deter-
mine the outcome of those races.

Sixty of those districts are in the South,
the eradle of the Neéw Right. In twenty of
those districts, the Joint Center linds that
the current representatives have voting
records opposed 1o the sentiments of the

The Bogus Veto

By John E. Jacob

Executive Director, National Urban I cague

majority of black people. In many other
districts, the incumbents’  records
demonstrate varying degrees of indif-
ference 1o black interests. !

Congressmen — and local officials 100
— can ignore black interests because the
black voter turnout in their districts is so
low they can win without black votes.

It's up to _black voters 1o teach them
that this view is mistaken. If a few
representatives from districts with signifi-
cant numbers of black voters lose their
jobs this November, it could have a very
healthy effect on the thinking of their col-
leagues,

But is is not cnough simply 1o ralk
about the importance of the black vote,
Each and every black person has a respon-
sibility for maximizing that vote and the
power that flows from it.

We can begin at home, by making voter
registration and voting a family project,
And just as every adult has 1o take his or
her citizenship responsibilities seriously,
so 100 should each parent make sure thi
the family's voung people are taught the
importance of voting. @ess than 40 per
cent of black vouth 18 10 24 register, so
we will never have enough political ¢lom
unless we get those young people 1o ghe
polls, oy

There's a lot more that can be done and
is being done by black commumities 10 in
crease the black vore, and all blacks
should take part in those elfors,

By Congressman Augustus F. Hawkins

For almost two solid weeks this sum-
mer, thousands of Federal workers and,
indeed. the nation sat on the edge of their
seats after President Reagan wetoed a
$14.1 billion appropriations bill. With

many Federal employees and  their
families dreading payless furloughs, the
apprehension and fear brought about by
the President's reckless veto will not soon
be forgotten.

In much the same manner that millions
of senior citizens were horrified last vear
at President Reagan's proposed changes
in the Social Security system (and the ace-

*1ual abandonment of the Social Security
‘minimum benefit — which was sqhqc-
quently revived by Congressional action),
thousands of Federal workers and their
families were left 1o contemplate pavless
paydays.

Almost immediately, the Federal agen-
cies reacted 1o the news of the veto by is-
suing furlough alerts affecting approx-
imately 100,000 workers.

In President Reagan's estimation, the
$14.1 billion appropriation bill was &
“hudget-buster’, However, this was not
the view shared by many Republicans in
Congress.  Senate  Budget  Committee

Chairman Peter V. Domenici denied that
the bill was a “*budget buster’, Senator
Mark Hatficld, Chairman ol the Senate
Appropriations Committee said, "By no

While Wall Street booms, Main Streel
USA is overflowing with the unemployed.
The latest report indicates that 10.1 per
cent of all Americans arecemployed. This
number is rivaled only b§:the unemploy-
ment suffered during the first Great
Depression. However, even this extremely
high figure does not reflect the desperate
situation being faced by minorities. The
jobless rate among black adults is over 20
per cent while black teenagers are 50 per
cent unemployed. This is a national
tragedy, and is the true measure of our
economic woes.

The Reagan administration's inability
to put the foundation back in the nation's
economy has become crystal ¢lear. We the
people must demand an end 1o political
name-calling and grandstanding and re-
quire the Aresidem to address our greatesi
problem, jobs.

_ The president has sidesstepped this
issue long enough and unless we take a
‘stand it is almost a certainty that images
of 1929 will become a present reality. This

responsible account can. this he called «
budget-buster as it has been characierized

by the bean-counters at OMB (OITice of

Management  and  Budgen).™  Perhaps
most revealingly, thoueh, Senate Finance
Commitiee Chairman Robert Dole wis
quoted as saving, 1 don't suegest we're
busting the budget, but I don't want 10
bust the President either." {
Dole's statement is instructive in that it
shows the dilemma of many Republicans
who are linding it increasingly difficult 10
choose between the legitimate concerns ol
their constituents and empty allegiance 1o
their party and’Presidemt Reagan, >

A

and subsequently would have added more
than $1 billion 1o the Federal deficn

The real reason that the Presidem
vetoed the bill, however, was that i1 in
cluded money for programs such s
education for the handicapped, vranis to
needy college students and communiiy
service jobs for the elderly. The veto was
overridden by the House and the Senaie
and these programs, alone with all the
ather budget items listed in the hill will be
getting the necessary fundine,

As experience is the best teacher, pur-
sons affected by the budget veto will not

st forger sthe experience inomuceh the

In cxplaining why he verood the bill, =™ smmeway thal senior citizens are still wary

President Reagan said the bill would
“bust the budget by nearlv one hillion
dollars.”™ The simple Fact is that the $14.1
billion appropriation bill was not a
budeet-buster. And by their votes on the
veto override, twentv-one  Republican
Senators showed their disagreement with
the President’s contention, On the House
side, cightv-one Republican members of
Congress voted to override the President’s
velo,

The truth is that the hill is $3.2 hillion
lower than the budeet ceiline established
in the 1982 Reagan/Republican budgeet
adopted by the Congress. I the
President’s proposed appropriation had
been adopted, the bill then would have ex-
ceeded budget authority by $250 million

administration’s band of economic ad-

visors have failed miserably, and only add °

imsult to injury by asking us to *‘stay the
course”. The current course is one of
cconomic disaster.

InMation has slowed and interest rates
have begun to drop, but what does that
mean if there are no jobs or food on the
table? But even these small improvemenis

"are nol due Lo the president's cconomic

policies. Instead they are acts of despera-
tion on the part of the Federal Reserve

, System, 1o save the economy.

Most recently our so-called leader has
attempled to take credit for what 1 con-
sider a temporary surge in the stock
market. He has galloped across the coun-
try in a frail attempt 1o convinee the
public that Wall Street has confidence in
his cconomic plan.

The president is grabbing for straws
and in the process has raken ““the bull by
the tail” and is attempting 1o ride it into a
November political victory. 1ot uy hope
he ends up with no more than mud on his
face.

If there is no struggle, fhe}‘(; is no progress. Those who propose 1o fuvor
Sfreedom and vet depreciate axl'm;i{iil are men who wani crops without plawing
up the ground. Thev want rain without thunder and lightning. The want the
ocean's majestice waves withoid the awful roarof Its waters.

Frederiek Douglass

of the Administration's intentions reear-
dine the Sovial Security systeny’

Prositdlent Reagan talks about cuttine
taxes and reducing the Federal deficit, bul
i1 one examines his actions we see i Prosi-
dent who recently rammed a $98.3 hillion
tax bill throneh Congress = the Lireest
peace fime tax hike ever, Further, we see
that the Federal deficit has inereised
450% in the three short vears from 1979
1o 1982,

More and more Americans are beeinn-
ing 1o see that the Reagan program is
nothing more than the polities of fear and
confusion designed 1o deliberately "irick
the general public while lining the pockels
ol the wealthy,
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