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Iy that six million sloof and ruggedly
Independent men have come together
and banded rhemselves into actve
- unlonx, socleties, furm bureaus, and so
forth, for oo suficlent cause.

theuwﬂ.tWimﬂﬂ
benefit to the rest of the community.
This being the case of, an Industry
that contributes, in the raw material
form nione, gbout one-third of the na-
tlonal ' wonual weéalth production and
the meuns of livelihood of about 49
of the population, It 18 ob-
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; ¥ of the fmrms. Desplte
; efforts, agricultural produce
tion kept only a few weeks or montis
ahead of con fon, and that only
by Incroasing the acreage of certain
stanle m‘u ‘the cost of reducing
_ that of of! We ougit oot 1o for-
~ get’ that lessom when we ponder on
“the

to ded) with them ax
) purely selfish demnnds
group, antagonistic te
the community. Rather
we consider agriculture in the
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costly effort. This we need nol
n an lmpoverished or un-
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do to take a narrow view
ral discontent, or to appraise
the standpoint of yesterday.
is pecullarly an age of flux and
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thing alWays has been so no longer

ported to permit them te gomibine with
Immunity, under certaln conditions
Admitting that, nominally, this ex
emption was In the pature of a special
privilege.—~though |_rhink It was so In
appearance rather than In fact.—we
find that the ceurts have pullified 1t
by judicial interpretation. Why should
oot the farmers be permitied to ac

complish by co-operative methods what
other businesses are already doing by
¢o-operation In the form of lucorpera:
tion? If it be proper Tor men to-form,
by fusion of existing corporations or
otherwise, a corporation that controls
the entire production of a commodity.
or a large part of It, why Is It not
proper for & group of farmers to unite
for the marketing of thelr eommon
products, either In one or In several
pelling agencies? Why shouid 1t be
right for a hundred thousand corporate
shareholders tp direct 25 or 30 or 40
per cént of au Industry, and wrong for

hundred thousand co-operative

farmers to control. & no larger propor
tlon of the wheal crop, or cottom, or
any othér product?

The Department of Agriculture Is

often spoken of as & special concession
to the farmers, but In its commercial

opposes the beuefits that the farmers
derive from the educational and ve-
search

manufactorer have many. Incidental

Iy, I note that the Federal Reserve

Board has just anthorized 'the Fed-
eral Reserve hanks to discount export
paper for a perfod of six months, te
conform to the nature of the busi
ness, -

The Farm Loun banks are pointed
to ag an Instance of speclal govern
ment favor for farmers. Are they ot

cather the outcome of isudable efforts

to equallze rurgl and urban condi-
tions? And about all the government
does there is to help set ap an ad
ministrative organization and lend =2
little eredit at the starl. Eventually
the farmers will provide all the capl

and carcy all the Habilities them-

ves, It ils true that Farm Loan
ponds are tax ‘esempt; but so are

Becnpse 8 | pands of munivipal light and tracti
I plants, and mew housing is to be ex

means that It is mm .ol' ‘!WI,‘. | empt from taxation, in New TOI“, for

shall be so. More, perhaps, than ever |
hefore, there s a widespread feeling |

years.
On the othgr hand, the farmer reads

that all human relations can be im- | of plans for municipal housing proj
proved by taking thought, and that it | ey that can into the billions, of hun.

is not becoming for the reasoning ani- |

dreds of millions appually spent on

mal to leave his destiny Iargely to | po merchant marine; be reads thar

chance atd batural incidence. '

Prudent and erderly adjustment of |

the rallways are belog favored with
Increased rates and virtual gouarantles

]M“ﬂm distribution In aceord: : of earnlngs by the g'overrlment, with

ance with ‘consumption s recognized
ng wise management In every business

lle—to the city-dweller—that produc-
tion should be sure, steady, and In-
ereasing, and that distribution should
Be In proportion to the seed. The un.
“organized farmers naturally aet bitad
Iy’ and  impulsively and, in, conse-
quénce, surfeit and dearth, accompn.
nled by disconcerting price-variations,
harass the comsumer. One year pota-
toes the fields because of excesy
and there Is a searcity of
,th:'hn been displaced

the result to him of ‘an 'nereased toll
on all that he sells and all that he
buys. He hears of wany manifests

. : tal conce
which It is s0 important 1o the pub- | e s o Fapd o

tienlar Industries and Intérests, Res
cuing the rallways from Insolvency is
undoubtedly for the benefit of the
country as a whole, but what can be
of more genern! benefit than encour
apement of ample productlon of the
principal necessarles of life and their
even flow from contented producers to

| satiafied consumners?

While it may be conceded that
special governmental gid may be nec
espgry In the generd) Interest, we mas
all ngree that it is diffieyit to see why
agriculture and the production and dis
tribution of farm products are not ac
corded the same opportunities that are

‘for otber ibusinesses ;
einily v+ the enjoyment by the farmey
of voch pppertunities would appear te
bé even more contributery to the gew

{-Sehich o 10

tarmers from eadeavoring ifically
to lategrate thelr ndustry while other
tndustries flud a way % meet modern
conditions without : .such stat-
utes, then It would seéi reasonable

them under the same conditions. The
law should operate equally jn fact. Re-
Selriag the SESHNENIIN o ot

We have traveled a long way from
the old couception of government as
merely a defensive and policing agency:
and reguistive, corrective, 8r equaliz-
ing legisiation, which apparently ls of
8 special nature, is often of the most
general beneficlal consequences. Even
the First Congress passed & tarlflf act
thet was avowedly for the protection
of manufacturers; but a protective

tariff always bas been defended us §

the statute books are flled with scts
for the benefit of shipping, commerece.
and labor, 3
v
Noew, what I8 the farmer asking?

Without trying to catalogwe the re-|.

wedial measures that bave. been sug-
gested in his behalf, the principal pro-

posals that bear directly on the Im- }-
provement of his distributing and mar.}

keting relatigns may be symmarized as
folows :—

First: storage wa ey for cot- |

ton, wool, and toblicen, elevators
for grain, of sufficient eapacity to meet
the maximum demand o8 them at the
peak of the marketing period. The
farmer thinks that ell:"u private capl
tal must foroish these fucilities, or the
state must erect.and owp the eleva-
rors and warehouses.

Second: weighing and grading of
agricultural products, and certification
thereof, to, be done by impartial and

disinterested public Inspectors (this 1a

already aeccompiished to séme extent
by the federal licensing of welghers
and graders), to elimu underpay-
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suitable. Therefore, he wishes to
tree, It he finds it destrable and
ible, to resort to co-operation with

f

=

fellow. and nelghbors, without “run-

ning afoul of the law. To urge that
the farmers should have the same Nb-

enjoy, is not, however, to concede that
any business integration should have
iegislative sanction to exercise monop
olistic power. The American
are as firmly opposed te Industrial as
o political. mutocracy,  whether - at-
tempted by rurdl or by urban Industry,
For Iack of united effort the tarmers
s '& wre st oarketing thélr
crops by antiquated methods, or by ve
methods at all, but they are surroupded
by a business world that has been

modernized to the last minute and Is |

tirelensly ying for. efMclency, This
officlency ?:qm In lirge meaburd to
blg business, 1o unlted business, to in,
tegrated pusiness, The farmery pow
seek the ben#fits of such Tnrgenels, wh:
jon and Integration,. 1%

' The American farmer is a moflern of
the moderns i the use of labor, gaving
machinery, and be bhas mades,
Pitage AL At v v
tillage and ent farm manzgement
but as g business in contact with o
businesséd agireuiture s a “oné
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‘or for any considérable length
of time, In fixiog prices, The great
:&J&:&%:ﬁi;‘“‘"““

: ) ways, to the
their power will aultlhih-m
nothing If it be abused. In our time
and country power Is of wvalue to Its
possessor. only so long as.it is not
abused, It I8 falr to say that I bave
seen no signe In responalble quarters
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There seems, on the , &0 be &
commonly dmh

& stabllity that' will giv+ an orderly
and abundant flow of farm products
to the consumer and ensure reasonnble
and dependable meturns to the pre-
In view of the supreme lmportance
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bis capital ang the long bours of labor
in by the average farmer and his
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° remembered that, although represent-
ing L -industrial product
and half the total pop of the'
narily enjoy but a fifth to a quarter.of
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4t " to seek a “criminal intent he

every diMcalt and undesirable eco-

| situstion.” .1 can positively as

‘sert from my vontmct with men of

| large affalrs, Including bankers, that,
| as s whole, they are ebdeavoring to

fullill a% they sée them the obligations

. that go with thelr power.

the grave problems and heavy
of thelr own Immediate affairs.
joy hisve not turned thelr thoughtful

of 1he _
'\'\im must meel guch men
and %o & ceuse half way.  Their
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