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' SUNDAY SCHOOL
BY REV. M. F. H
Subject—Exekiel and His Mission.
Golden Text—‘‘Seek ye the Lord
while He may be found; eall ye upon
Him while He is near; let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts; and let him return

" unto the Lord, and He will have mercy

upon him; and to our God, for HY will
abundantly pardon”—Isaish 55:6,7.

For our study today we take up
Ezekiel 2:1-8 and 3;17-21. In thess
few verses we find a great deal said
about what the prophet is to do. But
it is necessary to go further and find
out something about the man. The
pame Ezekiel signifies “God strength-
ens.” He whs one of the four gra_nt-
er prophets, and ‘was carried captive

. «.to BabyLn by the Chaldeans along

“* iut’ Jehoiachin Jing of Jadah, and

was placed with many others of his
countrymen upon the river Chebar in
Mesopotamin, where he received the
divine revelation contained in his
book. £

About the fifth year of his eaptivity

he began to prophesy and continued
for about twenty-two years, boldly
crying out against the idonatry and
wickedness of his countrymen. It was
his fearlessness and vehemence of
condemnation that afterwards cost
him his life. The outsanding char-
acteristics of his life was the subor-
dination of his whole life to his wor?.

Ezekiel in the first chapter of his
book, gives an account of his vision,
before this demonstration he falls
prostrate and then is the beginning
of today’s lesson when he hears the
voice spesking to him and command-
ing to stand upon his feet and hear
what God has to say to him. In the
first six verses of the second chapter
he receives his commission to go to the
hotise of Judah and warn them to re-
pent. We find a parallel to this in
the vision of Isiah which he saw as
recorded in the sixth chapter of the
book bearing his name.

During the past three months we
have studied the kings of Judah and
their sins. They are still ealled by
their ancestral name, but see how far
they are from being what God wanted
them to be and what they were to be
accdrding to promise. They promised
long ago to stand by Jehovah their
God and be true to Him, what a miser-
able failure they have made; all on
account of sin, that which they chose
to do because they are their own free
moral agents to choose for them-
selves. “And he said unto me, Son of |
man, ¥ send thee to the children of
Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath
rebelled against me: they and their
fathers have transgressed against me,
even unto this day.” The prophet is
here called to a difficult task. Hear
what is said to him: “Be not thou
rebellious like that rebellious house.”
There i not one word to indicate
that the prophet for once rebelled.

He went to the difficult task without| js visiting her aunt, Mrs. W. 8. Tay- | out all the sour

hesitation. He was told that they
would not hearken to him, because
said the Lord they will not hearken
to me. But they were to know that
there had been a phophet among
them; they were left without excuse.

“And thou son of man, be not
afraid of them, neither be afraid of
their words, though briers and thorns
be with theee, and thou dost dwell
among scorpions: be not afraid of
their words, nor be dismayed at their
looks, though they be a rebellious
house.” How many of us ministers of
the Gospel could stand as did the
prophet, when he was told what was to
await him? We like to fdllow the
paths of least resistance. If the way
is smooth, salary good, folks flack to
hear us, and there is no hard pdths
and scorpiong to tread among, we are
ready. But how many faltar and fail
when trials and difficulties befall
The Savior commissioned his {ollow-i
ers in the beginning and told them
what to expect. ‘They found it just
a3 he had said. Ezekiel was ready
to go when he had tarried and canght
a vision of God, of himself and his
duty. - What the church and ministry
needs today is a new vision.

“Son of man, I have made thee
watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth,
and give them warning from Me.”
There is a fearful responsibility st-
tached to the call to the ministry, To
stand a watchman on the ramparts
and warn the man of approaching
danger. How unpopular it is today to
cry aloud against the sins of the times,
The law of the land protects against
public sentiment that it is none of
the watchman's: business what folks
do.
against Sabbath descration, which js
observed in the country, small town
and eity. There is but little regard
for holy living.

About the first question recorded
in the pages of the Holy Book is: “Am
I my brether’s keeper?” If I see men
and women going into danger and

warn: them and they are lost
be required at my
If I warn them and then they
blood will be upon
We often worry
results. The

&
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It is very unpopular to ery out|-

‘The
we,

ith thls

on the ramparts? Have we come to
redlize that we are our brother's keep-
er? N

Ezekiel could not act in the office
of priest because there were no altars
and the people were wicked and re-
bellious, hard hearted and stiff neck-
ed. The Lord chose him for a proph-
et. He first caught the vision and
then heard the call to service and was
willing to go, even though it was to
cost him his life.

These Jews were driven from their
homeland into exile, yet God did not
utterly forsake them. How good and
merciful He is. He is giving them a
last chance. Theirs was the grossest
sins. Ingrati and rerellion: wat
God is heeki Lh.ﬁ..': LI
to rezonciliation with himself.
hardened their hearts and stiffened
their necks to keep God from saving
them. Men do the same thing today
as they did then. To sum up the
lesson we have the following: Ezek-
iel's vision, call to service, duty set
out before him, he goes to the diffi-
cult task-without fear of thely Words
and the consequences of his message
to them; delivered God's message to
this rebellious people, standing as
God's messenger faithful to the task.

There is a parallel to this lesson in
the New Testament. “Jesus came
unto His own, and his own received
him not."” He went outside the city
of Jerusalem and wept over the city
because they had rebelled against all
the overtures of mercy sent to them.
It does not become us to criticize too
harshly disobedient and rebellious
Judah until we have examined condi-

not today, taken as a whole a rebel-
lious and disobedient people? Are we
not ungrateful, unthankful and un-
holy? When we stop to consider our
advantages over and abave those of
Judah how much more is our respon-
sibility. Are we living up to our ad-
vantages? It is fearful to observe the
trend of the times; how the world has
gone wild after the god of gold,
pride and pleasure. Has the church
lived up to her God-given opportunity
for service? Are we so living ‘as
prophet and people, so that, the world
respects our high calling? Draw from
this lesson your own idea of the times
in which we live, 3
0

POWELLSVILLE NEWS

Mr. and Mrs. H. 0. Raynor were
visitors in Ahoskie Sunday.

Dr. J. B. Ruffin took Mrs. Edgar
Perry to the hospital Tuesday.

Mrs, C. T. Wynne and Miss Carrie
Belle Ruffin spent the week-end at
Mrs. Wynae’s old home near Windsor.
Miss Hattie Tayloe has concluded a

Miss Edna Tyler from Helena, Ark.

home after spending some time with
Miss Laura Leigh Riddick of Gates-
ville. -

Mr. E. 8. Winborne was in Nor-
folk Thursday.

Miss Elsie Miller is visiting her
cousin Miss Edith Harrell.

Mrs. J. J. Alston is on the sick list
this week.

Mr. Edgar Perry and Mrs., Bill
White went to Norfolk Monday to see
Mrs. Perry who underwent an opera-
tion at the Sarah Leigh Hospital,

Mrs. John Alston has returned from
Norfolk where she went to see her
daughter who is very ill in the Sarah
Leigh Hospital.

Quite a party from here attended
the minstrel show at Mars Hill last
week.

Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Sessoms were
visitors here Sunday.

Mrs, Vassie Green from Ahoskie is
visiting her sister Mrs. L. H. Free.
man,

A number of our young folks went
to Pleasure Beach Sunday.

'HORTON PERSONALS '

Rev. W. H. Holland filled his reg-
ular appointment here Saturday and
Sunday and preached two strong ser-
mons.

Miss Bertha Powell of Chowan Col-
lege spent the week-end with home
folks here.

after an iliness of several weeks. |
Mr, and Mrs. D. H. Greene of

day.
Our crops are looking much better

tions close home and seen how we i
stand as Christian America. Are we| |

cleansing, sweetening and

Mr. Tom Brogden_  died Sunday -

Anhnd.rvhiudnhﬂmhm!um.

“You're crazy,” sald the printer;
“you wouldn't mind selling them,
would you? Doo't you need the
motey 1" :

“Yes, God knows I meed it, but I
never thought of selling these things,”
P A

The old man gave Webb a note to
& dealer In Rue de Rivoll who took
“on' depot” one each of five prints,
The very next day Webb recelved
a letter at his home at Bellevue, ask-
Ing for three more to replace those the
dealer had sold the urst day.

“That must have been g happy morn-
Ing at Bellevue," 1 remarked, some-

eited. 1 take good luck just as I take
bad. I rarely even tell about good
hack,”

“But don't you deprive yourself of
a delighttdl thrin?

“The_pleasure is no less In the ag-
grogate. I take it In a quieter form;

it lasts looger and there 1s no re-
attion."—Charles H. Grasty in the
Negw York

R ——

pleasant visit with friends and rela- - food into th: stomach.
3 g The action of hot water and limestone
tives at Windsor. g g et

It ecleans =
1 waste and and gives l
oe. :

Miss Helen Storey who has been | “blendid appetite m -
spending some time with her grand- | water and is quietly ex-
father, Mr. J. E. Wynne, has returned | tracting volume of water from
to her home in Norfolk. the blood and ’t:“u‘nmtg m

Miss Laura Leigh Riddick made a/ o
hurry call here Monday from Gates- .o'l'ho mlll:rms of people who are
“I;:;s:%raﬁ;?:.yﬂne was a visitor in - %.

; : others who have sallow skins,
Ahoskie Tuesday. disorders and sickly complexions are

Dr. and Mrs. J. B. Ruffin and son, | urged fo get a mmmd of lime-
Guy were visitors in Winton Sunday %mm “m
and Monday. sufficlent to make &nyone & pro-

Misses Clarine Wynee, Elizabeth|nounced crank on the subjeet of

Perry, Louise Ruffin, have returned|!Dternal sanitation.

NEAT INJURIOUS
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since rain has stopped.
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For the benefit of the farniers and patrons of this
bank, we take pleasure in announcing that we are now
in position to make loans of small amounts for thirty, six-
ty and ninety days. H e

If you are a patron of this institution and need °
meytohelpyonﬁﬁ your crop, dont fail to come in
and let us explain how we can help you. It is not only
our duty to extend our courtesy to the people of this sec-
tion, but it is our pleasuré to do so. | |

Realizing that this is a season when the farmers and
the general public of this section are usually somewhat
pressed financially and realizing the necessity of co-oper-
ation betwéen the farmers and the banking institutions,
we want them to know that we are willing and glad to
help them in any way possible. |

Every courtesy extended according to consistant and
conservative banking.

“The Old Reliable”

Ahoskie, N. L
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' Getting It On Time
. To a Immeu, the matter of
“getting out” advertising on
time means everything---and to
get Office Stationery, Special
Forms, Statements, etc., when
they are most needed. We -
arein a position to give you
that “on time” service. We
specialize in Job Printing and
us to handle large orders.




