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~Uncle [

amta Claus|
By Christopher G. Hasard
(D, 198, Western Newspaper Usion.)

wrlﬂ.unm.thdol'u-."
sald the children, as  they

willing to draw upon his Inexhaustible
stock ; “well, have you ever heard of
Uncle S8amta Olaus? “Oh, you mean
Uncle Senta Olaus!™ exclaimed Jack.
“No, I don't” sald Uncle Peter; “I
mean the old man with the plog hat,
the blue swallowtall coat, the striped
breeches; the old man with eyes lke
stars and a smile that never comes off
excepting whén somebody Is treading
on somebody else; the old man with
'the striped flag, whose headquarters
is up In Alaska; the biggest Santa
Claus there 18" “AH right, then
snswered the childrem, “tell us about
him."

“Well” sald Uncle Peter, “he has
hig hands full just now and is doing
all he can to fill the hands of others.

ing the prosperity that it
long before that he was In
mas business. He surprised
;refusing to accept the great
the Boxer indemnity. He let the Op-
bans have Cuba when he had made
themn free, and many thought that
bad a right to take that falr
for himself. He Is working
this task ‘of making Ameriea truly
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Bdith volced It when she wanted ta
know If 1t would be of any use for
‘them to expect anything that Ohrist-
mas, whether or not they were to hang
their stockings. *“You'll put your
in it If you do,” sald George. “No,
wor't,” sald Uncle Peter; “I have
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& special delivery letter from
Uncle Bamte, saying that he has had
‘his eye on this house for the last
twelvemonth, and that this will be one
of his stopping places because from It
#0 much of service for others has been
going out. He says that yon are his
gardeners, and that you have planted
seeds of kindnesd that a lot
things will be sure to
That is aiways the way, he
fact, It 1s
himseif.’
& very pleasant assurance
R made them think
& happy mistake that one of them
had made when they were having war
all over the town: A cerfain
Rose had been appointed by the
Inspector of gardens for the
piace, and one day Betty point-
out to a friend with whom she
walking. “There goes Mr. Rose,”
3 “he’'s an expecter of gar

children had been re-
. Rose they also remem-
had dome at their
+ stalking heavily
room, she

the way in which
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and sald: “T'm
Olaus, who holds up the
ell donel” cried Uncle

But Mary was too
a care fer her ex-

anniversary we observe cannot be es-

SPIRIT OR
Mysterious Mistletoe, Growing From

Sturdy Tree, Looked Upon by !
Druids as Holy Thing. f

SOUL OF THE OAK

. i !
HE mistletoe season draws

fous significance and seeing the

sus plant growing out of the oak they
conceived that it was the spirit or
the soul of that tree. In this way

it is belleved that the Drulds came
regard the mistletoe as the symbol
life and they therefore treated it with
manifest reverence and gave It a

Fraya, the goddess of love, and that
this is how it came to be associated
with love-making and kissing. !
The old herbalists, the forerunners
of the physician, regarded the mistle-
toe as a thing having remarkable ther-
apeutie properties, It was held to be
good for epilepsy and for varlous con-,
vulsive “distempers.” Many of our
British and our Irigh ancestors be- |
leved that the mistletoe was a charm
agninst disease. :
The mistletoe is a plant’ parasite, !
and yet not altogether a parasite.
Though It would rather live off of the
tree, It wp¥ the means of self-support.
It fastens iteelf upom its host, pene- |
trates its tissue and draws nourish. |
ment from it, often deforming it and !
sapping its vitality. Yet the mistletoe |
is & green, leafy plant; that is, it pos-
the green pigment, chlorophyil,

which gives the green color to normal
vegetation. The presence of green
ledves indicgtes that the mistietoe ml
I

the power, which independent ' gieen
plants everywhere possess, of con- |
structing organic foedstuffs, such as
starch, out of Iimorganic compounds, |
carbon dioxide and water, utilsing
sunlight as the source of energy In
It is, therefore, only

but it s none the less harmful on M
neeount, [

Dumplings for Stews.
One pint.flour, % teaspoonful
2 heaping teaspoonfuls of baking

der, sifted together four Hmes.
Mix with one cupful of rich
drop by spoonfuls Inte the
stew ; cover tight and
15 minutes, when

£

tered plate and cooked W a
over fast-bolllng water,
with stewed cranberries or
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APPROPRIATE, AND ONE THAT HE WILL A

WE'VE HUNDREDS OF ATTRACTIVE AND P
" HELP YOU MAKE YOUR SEI :




