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CHAPTER U.

irrcjv;r

inter
end its

Lr.vl

ii:z ::irosn pbopuZDoji:ctios cossiDLanu jieasji::3 suggesthd.
TI.j axi. UiJdonn.'anJ lha difliculiies pointed the precedir

chapter "fcuf.cienlly indicate" the ject and the amount the rtturin pro-puse-

propescd alIi-s- Uinj- all ailent letters have
a distil. marit for everj :r.J, and make that particular mark stand
iarariiiUy for airb sound j'ower give ainla letter more than

poftr orjsound, and sound power more than representative.
i.I-;-

o pre-psc-
d make the capitals the tame ahape vviih the; o;ha

hitters therms pnwer abolish ihs absurd came !;asl some
lha IctlerJ, ta, present the diphthongs and triphthongs, call them,
C-r- ? rati-r.ul-

iv individual marks, ana make letter nearly
rcsemtlir each other more distinuUhable. order tha accomplish- -

m,r.t t.arotjecta, may necessary remodel, tho symbo's
rsciU-- J Liters, lzl rarr.3 extent, even frams cew ones,

make soma cddilions present number. This, aware.
will require concert a union action and influence the part schol- -

&;J Uathsrs especially. And aware that
w r-r-i-f! bjoksfof laarnsrs, and will introd-jc- very great change.
ultirr.atilj, into tl:3 f:?rrnanJ nrpcarance al! Ljviks our languuge.- -

h:i brirt objections naturally enough presented the desired
reform.-- ' ohjections take their rise chiefly the fastidiousness
literary men, their indmerenee improvement designed those who

ccrr.3 after lh:m, sloth ivhich sl.iiuks from ll.e diTicuhies of the
task,ths apprehension lha impracticability su.C.rfent concert, and
the exper.ee the n .the printing books. pretend
answer every arurneni mat may sugesiea, nr.iicipatQ every
jection which the proposed reform liable. I'shall only the briefest
manner eor.iJcr thosa which present themselves the tnost weighty
and formiJL.3.

The etymology words will obscured, andth? origin of, 'some
will enurelv losL Many, woros now distin'"Jisnedby the epelun;i
by t!.3Cc.T.liicatiocs marks symbols used represent ihern 'will

the eye utterly confounded.".' .This, my mind, tho itronyest objec-
tion t.'.t can brought tair.it ths prope.ed reform. perceive that
will cz.2j tracs lbs
soma cj, words derived frcn
same 'in. But I by
will havo with". a certain class 5

liun etymobgies by tr.:v
attempt relieve tcacl.cr3 cr.J ;
iritolerablo burdens thsy r.3'7 !:",
liua the difHiiion krowls '- -

and happiness teachers at.J ci.,L.

t

1

:

.i

1

1

r- -; t. a I
;1. u;!..r co.

;

: t .::t t' co cf a

i t!:;

C
ca 11. 1.

: u J uf c
; cf uo

ir M ) f '

t. 1

'

.

2

r
t

into

U lir.tl t3

3 .ct in 1

ot cf
It is to in cjr rp to

zs to
a. to a

oca no or on
It ii of

cf to of v of
re r c

bv la ...r.. too
In to

cf il be to or
zl or to

cr to wo are
of on of

ars 4.11 r cf wj are it
ill r.t w a

of in.
I us to l. 2 to

These in of
to all tor

ars to
of of of

cf chan3 of ...I do not to
. ae to ob

to ia
as

I. of be
i.-e- .

of or to be
to to

be ' I it
1.3 to

ri no m
ci '

of i3 no
to . .

cr.
to of .

cf

'

I..

ar

. 4

.

to

c tvmalcijs cf so.t.3 rda, and that in
dilrerl roots may cr, 3r to be of the
a''; to this objection all the weight it

anJ miir.tain that rre'scrva.
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cl
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to

" : j as to prevent
...crations from the

1 : . tl.j i.--
't fatal t,b.-tru-

;.. 1." v.-- hold ii.3 health
-- . 1!::!3 r.".u.t we valus the bene--

fits of universal creation, if vro c'.ir . f .r t!.3 sake cf ceriosiiies pre rv- -

ed for our inspection in our dictionariw and' speliii;j ! ooks, to all that
grindi down the ensrgies of instructors and pupils for n.unihj and years of
pr. lous time) and to all that makes learning impoesibls to vast multitudes
in r.iny places where our largange is used! , - ' - . j

-

AiJ yet after all, the difficulty is vastly over-rate- The derivation br
ttymology cf a word is simply a historical fact; and r hat is. to hinder the
preservation cf that fact, after all tho : chmges we propose" !o make ?- --
May not the vorks on etymology or the dictionaries now cxistir.g be per.
f situated even in their present farm, and kept, ut least by the ciio'us in
such matters for their own inspection, and instruction T Or, may not the
(icts translated, if we miy use tt:a expression, into iho new symbolical
form proposed be nppended to tl.3 words concerned, in dictionaries printed
for the use cf those who shall have learned ' the new alphabet I ' For a
length of tin. 4, no doubt, it will .ba the, fact, should the proposed reform
take place, that s?H!?.rst even though they commence thsir caily education
with the improved alphabet, will proceed of tchoice in mature r years' to
acquaint themsetves vl. . the older fnrms so long in use. : cteriain,
therefore, no appnher.s'on, after lo-ki- n this formidable difficulty in the
lace, that any surious loss will result, cvea la this comparatively unimportant

2. ' Vui Ji of similar soand will be confounded in sense clso "ss'n ell
as in derivation by the proposed alteration. Thus, creak Cwhich dt notes
a certain noise may be taken for creek, a stream, or cole for coaL Here
the objector evidently forgets the important fact, that the things however
d.llerenl are represented a English by the same sounds, and while we
proposs to represent ihe sounds by, tK jatne symbols,' he assumed that the
things will La confounded thereby. J t how ara ll cy dislinguU'.d
t'onversaiion T and how those which are ppelt alike yet differ in sense, as
foot f : t cf the body, and fool a measure ? I'.y the connexion,-t- o be
6 are ; and why "not as well ic a - book ! : He ,3 tha child learn that
cat rrpre-'ent- s a garment, while cole with the .same sound denotes pen
for iheep, ur hosjss .for pigeons I . Us is tcIJvf ths di.ference iu sense ;
and carnot the same means be used to point out the like difference when
the jy.r.3;.j are the some? Or, in making the proposed rclorm cannot a
c.siincti .1 3 denoted without 1I.3 absurd

thj

process cow
t'..:3res

spell alike lha Very cumerou3 words that sound alike, as erf.:'- - creek,
Zee. llo.v many r".:e. to fc'gh cfe nho r. r l.ined to
peirrorrec!,v syi and . 1, .1 tlieir
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I
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il.rc-.li- t, tvery ciiizca s;;J every cl.ristlau c....rcj u. . j

r....ral i . ;uovL;.r.t cf I.Ucuj;.irytr.wa i:i t- '- rrc- -: ' Br !
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: J
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i: c.rr.2 Ij tur r;J, t:-- 1 1:e!p U3 U ovprCJ.r.J ! ' r- -' : ;r J .. ,

lth J Lis::-..---.- .:r . - r 4

. ta our moveracht.-b- prejudice nutl en

C r.cerl
tl .: a tti Cb'

.1

n.-f- irv nrQ wo ailJrcsx
vWu'.-.- i 'cor.ccrl is nccessarr."' ' "Yes!
. ti .. :.LI. .1 .

jr rev,,- -

b i'vl..

;.

l.U

lihF
bjl ill

.n; if that arumcct had wci 1.

r ' :ry iniivL'sal wait (pardoa the bull) till s'.Uha r :t 1.:J V' -

" t a concert did takQ place in that instance.? Yes, r.:. J so il t.i

if : seeing iufinsporiancp, andflRCiVr acJ cr.c'.Ur cr.i a t. - -

at once concur as ovm t uners men cu. .

j What changes have jalreaJy taken place in our hr-'n- gi !

i.r..,.. t c. c . " v. rA ir thrti!"!i of TvnJ 1 a

C irrpire,
lj wi, m, urn, 1111.. ..i.0 4. . . u . 4.4. ... - j
sH-d-, with tluit 1 rur 'ly, bid as it is. .And should we not irrprovc
r ir iahuafc Mill more ? Double letters were once employed as fl ft

:r.t nuisance is ttiattJ.; troaa, ir;..ca, ani 1en1110us.nu 10 -

.i.lten with a final e t'--w, goode,icMche iccc. That is dro-rci- d. Ana
shall we rest sali under far greater evils, and sit smuing al ineouaiij

f our forcfaihera' epelling, complacently forgt tful of tho grievous iu ; -

teachers 1 ana cinuren nmon0' w. .veniences still imposed bn an parvnts
In reference to the diicu!ty of procuring nny harmony in ineut.au, t .1

me suggsl that every thing will depend on the wisdom ami energy ui i..e
adooted. If a' suiihblj occaVon be taken, us at the scas.n of i!--

nomeriius nssemb aes'io Isew York. in ftlar. tocoaveno & wrg'; 11 --

cf ilia literary men of our country heads and c... :. a of coll .

lirgui-'.e- d philologists and scholars anl experienced tencnrs, me. - '

might Is discussed und a committee judiciously selected, charge:.i v.ith

drawing up not only an appeal to the literary public, but a plan of refon.i.
This mmittee should consist' f inch who can easily interchango with

each ciher the ideas they entertain, and the modm that occur HMrn'm.
O.hers might be inviicd t lay their uggesiius before this com-T.ittee- .-

Trizcs even "might be effred fr ihe tfc'st system, or the besl essays on the
su' ject at large; or the principles which ahou'ul direct iho tactlm uf in
ci. nmlttec or the convention. After a proper interv.il, say a Jtar, this

committee might rcpoM, and measures having' meantime been taken lo
secure the aiteudanco of a convention that should havo the greatest possi-

ble weight and influence, ihfir Import might bo considered and acted on - .

Ifjaftc such steps, the'plan be ab indone!f we must Hcqriiescc ; but surety
the question is worthy of, al leasras much agitation as this.

.

'

is tho object of this little "essay, bring up toyuur view this impnrtani
subject., and to vbcg you will take it info seiious consideration.' To the
people ibf tho South "aqd West it is of . incalculable moment. Id some o'
those States, one in seven are found unable to read au 1 write among the
free whiles ; nor will it be easy to make the case better without some such
reform as we have proposed. To innumerably adults the Bible is a sealed
book, and the benevolent colporteur .with a heavy l.:art returns from the
field of his labors orilightened of his loadj because so few can read the
inestimable works ho otTers them for nothing or almost. nothing. ".

- Il remains only for the writer to suggest that every literary institution,
if possible, be represented in New York,1 on Mo: ' y of the fir&f week tn
May following a: a convention, the place and hour for which will be
made kn'ivn 10 its members,'by a notice in the IV. Y. Observer of the
week immediately proceeding. " ' '"

j

f&tif:
,:4 ; ,f- - v,H,.4fWt?K.;.f
Mv Fifteen vowels and dip'.hongs are represented in our language in more
than seventy wajs!,, One of our eltmcntary sounds hs nt kaat nine rep.
rest ! I mean.e, rrpreserted in so many diffvi; nt waysln"lh-word-

met beatt leett mien, key t receive marine , people and ccc'iac;: and
these, be it remembered, all (leni.j but t ..s puwi r, of e. Another power
of e is denoted in tlx ways as in i?iettdc: ?"i!, (E'ipus, guest, friend,
Un the other hand , rriost of our. vowel letters i. several powers, thus a
has three, e four, i three, and so on; in all over ; but these are not
distinct, i. c. a has in fiome situations a powt;r which is "also denoted by et'
ft thev- same as e, I and vt and o even in one case the tr. mo as short t

The combinations of vowel marks n present simple vowel
Woimds,; and that in the invsi fantastic manner ; th-.'- ry in they, i.t liva- -

lent tu ono power of d, but in try it denotes a power of e. - In short no
analogy or rule is to I Sowed. . Amidst ih:3 i gularjty and confusion, d

of wonderir.g that so many catmot if i, 1 am surprised th-- .t so many
accomplisliihe task. . A tabular view of this whole subject uilf i be pre.
sentcd toihu'public-i- n due time vith a view to exhibit' ihe. nature and ex-te-

of the evils here "com pUined of. Ii is my purpoi also to : eorr?"
ii with a pnjctof the improvements which such a view tij" .i.'

:

' The truth is, that the improvements produced in similar trcrJ.? bv r ut.
ling the .spelling beyond mistake will amply make up lor ihe mia.Vr of
wordd apparently confounded in this way ; that is to say , words now spoiled
alike and yet pronounced differently, will on ihe r.v pi .n be cLarof anv
danger of being mistaken 10 sense or pronunciation. How m i djubtfJl,..:!. nr.. .:r"rit t. . .1 I ',. "" . - i;aesuons in spe.ung vui oc seiueu ut noce, and forever, bv the proposed
reform liow nnny llse' analogies, Lke that bclnecn geel and ILc I
will be ut ouce rendered harmless . I , r " ' i '

.

I will present here a single instance of the diffscul , cf cenrert ia
such a committee, and jhe rnode cf obviating it. The firt svllab'e ct
national U pronounced by o:v.3 si the- - first sylLblo of nation, and others
give the rust a the sound it 13 eclisn.' Hov, i. mav ta
ihe sound ol this a bo j represented 7 I answer, 'both wnv
dictionary give "ncilzzlcr national," usin- - tl ? proer sy-c-

to represent those iwii sounds.' If ori author tl.:nprc,
him" have his book prir.t:d accordingly. FJul a bett-u- r flan-il.i- s

committee, under correcti-- .i cf the convcu.ion" Lt a fsettfe such points, and even make scrs mutual cer :

N"VPr ira ihe wr'tlrt .l. t l .

t..j

Ll
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Lu-.- j

n.eti:

m " "- - i iurs uuus muna 'it m'jrt t' f" ' tn r'-'i-" " '
istl.4.. . ,

' uudlspuud c:jv: 1 t..e proposed rtTo 1 thui it rcrr
1

f. s. asl are l- - ' ; directly and indire. tlv u: c'' To r- -'i
the iv . nus-spelli- :, r.ud this will atur.J . :' cbnipen?- - , " rr' Z10" r1Rl iewf ill; admitted, are n,r , t f
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