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lA. SINGHALESE TALE'

CHAPTER I.

ll'ib tack 1"mjsjc1

i.ifur

'.

, One bji nine afcrou-i- in " the

iwcst rates, Ly

W.

&

of 1

Jtino IS 17, of Briuh; soUtrs
were, or iini.m on: secn crofjung ;Sieu!tnuy
a lm;X b.cf ; B jt. stern; hi il?e Hu mulrt
tif?UfUi.in,Jii iihi flnji .1 ofr.Cjlo6..ir'At.'-.ih-
tii.H! hcrt we ;tre caik J a to noiica iheni,

just p ! through and otkt f a ye
ry rxtenM vc j t r : , a n J ;werd: entorii'ij. ajWn
the c.ontu of thut: viistly marshy which
strrtchos frunV tha Ocean to' thj fonk "of II iin
ah'cl Wjtli "tfi at priptioa- ! hicHc'rlbro- tlvuv
any other '.quah'.y ; has coiuributed the suc
c s ( f 1 it ? Ji r i i i ! rm's r the y wc re d ta w n

up in the ;m t i prft-c- t order, nnd ovldenily
rfttvly for jiuitrn-niutt- Ahiionoh iw
heat W'as .srorciiiiig, tlit thick red ani were
huUom.d it:nriy tift to the chin, aind ihchrratry
c tp3 pres$i d; dovyn o'veif ;iho '.. cjreb rows-n"- i

a s i ngl e V h I s ; e r j v a a It e a rd.. t hr (j ugh the
ranVs, nfi'd withr the bright musket ' ba

oUm-in- g in thf stin (they had
Ahf' iifHtovsity ( f browning An thwe day s,)

t hpy swept: by t
i

'
, a WwiUucss ad! : siictic

that rrtade hinr passage spern like a 'Urea m'.
;

' The ofTfor fiimtn mdin' wa? !a yuutig
tV' lutig rritin 'tIo:vas ;;d and' sletiiler, arvdj

'rarricd ;J' 'inad w'iih' 'that haugty ?air wliirh
lokci.yuV.6op, i ntiJ,;r Thciro, a" ivorid "of.
decision qnd i'igys mark t cl in tho'yassiv
jw and rounded chin. : Jut ihe' .'iirooess
was unjeliavx'U bv nnv. rect or cv hrpss on.
and

,L.?y.

may

Mfy?
T.I

Cv;l.!nrs3 of the eye permitted you
- .

to vtitt nlea- - 'd about the har!
s of tho tyart. IV strode along ak t lie do- -

dotjrleoVly ItMignged in : coiivarsaiion
tiictJ, anu tvccassioajljj ta.sfmg

se'f it nig igla occs roQnd. thb- cout;;
fro iin. r,

v lito m ih with .ivham lie wg conversim.
'i'li hid "the gripes of a sargerit," "was

4i"u fi e ft?t't. eiglit! inchet in height and rev
vea U4 tn hia t re til ; n Jo n s shoul ders i rjd mas-dv- e

n ck bvitlrncbs'of the 'mosti"(odjgisi
uiusc ;!ar p. it:: f I is countenance was
ion d by t! " weather iuntil it, had: assumed a

hrow n co ! r but. w hero ti to ; ca p 1 i a d h a I
,1 t!n. forehead tunj brows, ihe.'skia was del-

icately white .hwhoje expVessionl of the
countenancwnVgo6d humored in.tho highest
degfW; i pprciuliy; jwhen a .sunny ;snila to
von i ui two, ting row of dazzling wimp teeth.'
Cvory tbtngj him was soldierly; frwrn the
lop nf hi.s to ihtj roltj of. hi budt there?
was nothing h'pnp which thw most fattdinu
tnn rtinet 'cotild have cast a disnnrnvind- -

g!,.r,ct Tf hirn the of.'cer turned very fre.'
q Uvialy, to tpake ivniarks, and he ap ;eared
to listen to h:s replies with greal nlter.'i'U).

They had passed through :lthe jungle and
were now. coming hut upon the open- fpttin.
The pinpec was anything but.encoul-ag!.n-

On ll.e h tt hand j the, llamaleG jllount
at ll.x: foot of which they travelled, bar and
ti i k c d t o tl i e t o n and exhibit i h 2' n o I h b ' "a s
l r as liiey' cou.d see but solid, wall of rock t

n J i clitfj, the' edges of vhichp we.re ns
-- 'rp a knillC ;Tp the vas.an!m.
i r!);:i it retching- - away for a sigjhUess

;;itC.,' without i(s!ngle trt'eor.even q hWh
and I :rncd. browJ) best pf the

p,foreA!)ernin the blue distanctj rose'
II :r;':nn rp.f the. Singhalese'-- the gi'.;

u 'A is Pea!ij where us the Drafitriins

ied
.is i

Fill

it

ir,;itklnd .dwelt after', tlje ex-'iU-

Mp re immediately ber

i . :i..u aeir-x:- :3 last pie re
i ect'r in their way nnd.tl.rv

' -t:

!'

IT

"for

round it.
f !t !)OVV,"

;s coo: nurd
't''s-- .

t --

t ve;

month

pljain

ncti)n

right

: -.:-

: any) ho- -

p s v t: n s
.. ,

C

..r . ..."a'. I,!... :t k ' ' ''' . I''
"I !'.: :i a .; :.i I:,;-'- r j sh "... I.". ..v , : '. !

1K1 r;" ,,,r tj-- jj t;. J ftlin f t j.uniarsjwhH-hhAt'.r-rl'-

1 e,
i "k.

:v ; !.;:s-- let the.. :f f
tj 'i a'cr.rj iri:l!.;'T th'".':. r. .:: V.t'"ai!.
Cotd.r-- !ed iheks are every nbete,
"i o np-r.- yt.M, like Lai., I a...!.;., j'isV"wii3n

expect them. ',.

"If that tr r''fc i i th LicuUu.'iat, laugh.
i;Tg,"j!u-- pught-.t- Lactose at hand lord tifeV:

jerud less expectatioid of scctog ".them" Urin
1 hie tv wr .

, t'v"lbi! y : ! he spoken, whenas if to con-
firm the v m ark of the Sergeant; a night J of
arrows uhiz-jsj- .cksuj ly iheni,"''aiid cny"'of
Jhe;.Tien fell havi'y-ot- t'-c- with one
quivering- hi i' braird; ..' .':!'

"'I'here they arcl.'ihouted the .Sergeant;
and yell and a;frh
f!tg!!t; of arrows from iUts ticket told tho pres-ttictt--

a nu .Tierous.- v':-- - '
r

The men huddled 'roctiJ the' buJv cf their
Catkin comrade ; bi'thing tijf' "order 'ail j
expressing' surprise aud ' terror by their Wd
e x c ! a m a t i o m T Th ev w e r e ' e y id c ii i iy p a n ; c .

struck, and all order '"Would hive b:en irrc.
trieveably.bstjlf tho Lieutenant had not tin.:
mediately rallied them. 4 ''Sdencel'MieVhout-- 1

hd in a voice th4t was heard high'abJve' the
tumult, 'sileree! you cowards! and listen "to
the word of.comm n.J! L'-uv- the dead tiianl :

Fall Into line? 13a stead) I For ward -- Double"
quiokj mar-r.ch- Tho:" liabiti bf discfprine
pry vailed over terror find confusion j and they
forined into lines and rushed op the. hill at the
lop of their spei d. ''Before they got : t

way,-iip-

the edgeof the thicket was oiiug-iih'-'

troops-- of,- Sitighalese'wha': ruiid out"-o- it's'
recess to receive 'the ..Driiish:- - .Tiitj; Lie uteri:
a nt;. i ni med iatly, saw .b i;s a d v a ri ta gtf...They
were exposed and lie gave his. orders ;attna.st
with the rapidity rjf,. thought.

- "Halt! Front rank, knee 11'

Tlio. cpiinnaud,, was .V instantly'. hea'rd and
obeyed j and,", a shout of sayago'"": cxuliation
arose from tho Suighafc'; when theV saw the

hole. .line, kueejiog ys' y supposed fn sup;
plication. .' - - - ,

i r Ve-a- .! Jfai--e aim! FjreJ - - .

"jA shpvv'er of.buh'ets ui.ued with deadly; ac
ctiraey; tore ahmugh thej naked crowd and
covered thegrouhti. with . Wounded and bleea.
mS '..wretches.
over; jhe. heads of their kneelirigoniraueSj atid'
every;."butletf told? 1;';;- p'; ;;" 5 ZZX

'funt rank, as-yo- werefRicover arms
Fi:bayon'e:alI:o'o'di4C.haVg9!

Ae Picerf in;a .voij: ft Ii lie :trumpet f
and! obeying; ,.,iho';jroatmarj4 with-.th- e

of machinrry, ihe 'soldiers fashed forward bp
the full;, with leyelfed .muskefs "and n.row bi
gli'.teringbayonets sweeping the
btorojhem ijut of thp thicket likechtl! iThe
native's fought ' like-- iger's',;" ibut without order
or discipline frantic withexcitemcnt .'.ihey
threw themselves on ; to ."the ranks.- - Fr.ev
flung their axes ; in' the soldier!, j faces they
cast themselves under, their ft'e, imd "CuF'af
lhem wit h i he ir kn i vt s but u) 1 i ti vain. They
m'Sht as eli vo:'l'g!it agost "a " wall m
ryck; EvWy wuerei tiie j brisilmg lihe of'
bayonets iswept dowaall bfuro if, and final,
ly they cast aside ilycdr,'..a.r8;.and,1ea,vji)g the
unequal contest i'or their 1; vrfc Blinded

n ni3d Wtdt , fee i', lliey:,ppu red "themsel ves
out rf theihic.ketj' whudi.wa i insd'atedo'ii to
t) fe wid.pl'ai n, w e. h a vc Fp g k e W o f; r and. "we re
hutrhrred .byjhe soldiers, "whjiursued , them
with terrible furry," breaking up itito seVtions
to get af then;: inpw' effect uajiyj" and iu3 cling
ghastly- - wounds vviilVformidkble" broad bladed
baypnetits, cyeryjhruatvpf which let ;ou ;.a
' ' - ran to the jiiourltairr, hoping to
find protection amongst tho almost; ihaccessi.
Jjle cliffs, but: the bullet 'Waswifter than fear."

r ;fhose. who" uuo'mpted iqr siandwere syepi
.l,5l.:A h iRs!ant,:::ahd; trampled out ot
the vcrv .semhfn
feehp ho: so i e rs. : Oa!v a fe w escaped 1 he

;

had seldom so "ood no bnoriunitvi to rpoav
' I. hbicr pe rt ec t; t ors a n d iv li we re d 1 e r

mined to 'feed fat tho they bbrs them;'
Sergeat ilughes Was 'the o'nJV; man" - wb ca pi
fured a prisoner for; so intense was the hat red
bfj.the soldiers nod so detenninedvthe re'sis'.:;
tance pf the Singhafesevthatio q'lirter was
either askid or offered, and Uh.-i- ' were ' de-
stroyed without 'len'nh th.r de.
m ruction was complete janl the sofdier "wea.

-.

"

dog!"

t a his' men 4tke rgea nt had
t. prisoner brought forward.! fe aVa ve.
ry map, of a "andrrac.

steppedvounat-ithe-'Se'r-'earifs'.- IIIC,
as jightnd lok as baieihtv

he a i t.
nno ceaaiv ene.

IK:
1

arri,.u,
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t ev
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Take cure oi'hini ii.th.'s,
turned away o ex iwiiue
ili.; orders or ;!ie

ciurt: R.il.

C1:

tina, saying W. j tit-- ' pei:nutta'r.o one t- torteh
.: 1 a is 1 give

,.Tf2I3. ffA L, OUi:n ti U X C K.

Lieutehanl Wilson, after givinlr, tho iifees-
sary order Air th night, tocifk a few nien with
hi:n and proceeded to the s.;pe hhdt ha
hud - made ', i'.' chdre.S x, ni?n we're kill,
ed-s- h? finest man ins contipanyi .To: te. tht v
lay, ' scattered ,oh th' bloody and' trutiipled
ground, whiMe had boen stn ; , and all
pierced through with the! longer' owscif I ha
Singlnlese. O.i t very face was Ktampe'd
that, frightful dislortiontliat, ogjinivd ex,
pression so peculi arto those who the of pike
thruats' br ''"arrosi; Wounds so hit-ren- t from'
the pi t id Ii ry of c u u t ena nee - d i p! ed : by
those ailip" are sfim by b'ilteuV.: As he
proachld fobxamihe the. bodies, a floek vu'.
tures su.len'y and' reluctunijv ros.iand setil
on th

"'SV:? ;VGod help mafIIenry' he,

Uol
extracted,

outandcepgnwes
thrdistcntedbodtes decently pobf man day,

them beasts. 'While this 1,,11
ui'HJg-,n- wfin tnrougti cinij)

tire
he

of

tl

ki i.i i c,.n r. i ,i. .. ,i ... j..
f j - - . uv oiliivn "UUli uu . ..

Vo mo l
to be

oil T ....... .. ......
wu tpe

hiou.was-'mtcfi'e- Vou!;.: iris.eyes blaze
teliughterton rthe; other idw A his voice too!

passeal the pjace w hero,.. ihe.. prisoner" was j wra'vr ut '""swear sfore
confinetf he renewe.il his.' charge. to illugtietto'

. !a k- ca re p f : he p i $one r and wept his wayi
Sergeant flughes hasbeeti1 mentioned he.,'

fpre..We htust mm lead 'therea4er '3'Utt!
m orej nto t hef part icuiars o f J hi s hi at t o ry ,t A t
the time'wp called upon to notipe' him- he:
'was soriae'rjvu and thirty years .bfj. and
.had; been 1 we I y ea rs a soldier i n llii
Majesty Vservice'and afirst rate '''soldier he
Avastoa Mneliad "billowed ; Wellington
through .hriJpeiiTiisuiir'ca.in 1 ja ;,j wore
.ondest becasiorisi tKa t most jionory hfe tbken
the ..lerfoo!-ile'dal'.;II- e w
promoted many' ti Urne'Tor''.itKe'r.bVve'ry- and
sagaeity;hMJisp!ayed,.but hediad,

y

.man!---a- nd in. f ngonyahd'give nijthingfbr nothng,Je, was: only a
Sis rgea nt

"
' llaif "lie 'been ;i n he a my oh'Na";

polea he might ve M t rsha I of
France', pcrhapsja king ofNapjes; wjip knows?
fie would iiaye had as ;goDd RhancO-a-
Muratibbt It' ft' a ii'' not'' 'id'sueks ?.was
only a srgea h(. was o bobr 5rfcet;8

iugHbuflie.'made-u- tV breadt!i'!osliouli.
ders.andjdepih'uf chest; ahd he was jaY strong
as jickass.' ' Th re was a s'ory current f in
ihe jne n 1 1 '"i ha I h e ha d a m iiscc fd jnsej f one"
d tynd kstoriished the' iiatiy es ;b ''ruumri;
a wayw;itli of the; sacred .cowbj--a trh-f- i

irrgjoadj. I2(p "pounds-but-- T 'never,
nj iW .1 ruer U;r w.a,-- ,L"et " it su3fcc it to sny thaT

Ccrryld bo reh arc! pplc w'iTh .; h U ") fi n'ge r
nock do wn ..hofs'e-- vittt. a b!o.w of bis fist-- -

twist poker a necklace -- an
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