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FROM TNE U.STATLS LITERANY GAZETTE.

THTE OLD MAN'S FUNERAL.
I saw an aged man upon his bier;
His huir was thin and white, and on his brow
A record of the cares of many a vear—
Cares that werc ended and forgotten now.
And there was sudness round, and faces bowed,
And woman’s tears fell fast, and children wailed
aloud.

Then rose another hoary man, and said,
In faultering accents, to that weeping train:
Why mourn ve that our aged triend is dead?—
Ye are not sad to sce the gathered grain;
Nor when their mellow fruits the orchards cast;
Nor when the vellow woods shake down the ti-
pened mast,

Ye sigh not when the Sun, his course fulfill’'d—
His grlorieus course, rejoicing carth and sky,
In the soft evening, wlien the winds are stilied,
Sinks where his islands of rofreshment lie,
And leaves the smile of his depurturs spread
O'cr the warm colored Meaven und suddy moun-
tan head,
Why weep yve then for Liin, who, haviag rur
The bounds of man’s uppointed time, atlist-
Life’s blessings all enjoyed-life s Jabors done-
Serenely to his finad rest has paot;
While the soft metory of lis virtucs yet
Lingers, like tw ight hucs, wheu the brigit sun
is set!

VARIETY.

AN pleasure consists in Flariety.

From the Dumfries and Guliway Couner,

THE DIVING RELL.

This unquéstionably is the greatest
curiosity at Portpatriek ; and that not
so much {from the defiance it secms to
bid to the laws of nature, as from the
submurine marvels it so trinmphantly
Previous to the time of the

ate Mr. Rennie, the Diving Bell, even
as improved by Mr. Spakding, was lit-
tle more than un ingenious toy : but in
our days it has become an instrument of
great practical utility, by which one or
more workmen can descend to the depth
of 36 teet, and in that unwonted situu-
tion level sand, . blast rocks, clear away
rubbish, and guide to their places huge
blocks of hewn freestone, with all the
preeision and nearly with all the ease of
masonry conducted above ground. M.
Spalding’s machine enabled individuals
to take a peep ut ships, which the waves
had prostrated ¢ many fathoms down,”
and snatch from them, peradventure, a
stray ingot or a bag of dollars; Mr.
Rennie’s does what is far better—re-
mioves hars, deepens harbours, length-
ens piers, and in this way not only gous
far to avert almost the grestest of hiwnan
calamities, but aggrandises whole dis-
tricts and walts cominerce to shores pre-
viously unapproached and vnapproach-
able. .

On a former occasion I attempted to
deseribe the Diving Bell, (althouzh 1
had not then been at the bottom of the
sew :) and as my acquaintance with the
instrument has been since enlorged, |
shall agaiu recur 1o the same sulijeet. i
the hope ot enlighteuing divers of my
friends, who still seenat a loss to com-
predhiend its powers, or vather the mode
and wanner of applying them.  With
ench persons it is quite common to ask,
“thow do the men breathe 2 how, when
the bell is open belaw, is the water it
cleaves through, preyented from rising?”?
With regurd rothe latter question, letany
man invert a tumblere in a bowi of water,
and if the experiment is conducted, with
any thing like desterity, he will find
that the air within has prevented the wa-
ter from riving above the vim.  This,
then, is simply the prineiple of the div-
ing Bell. A Lightwachine, ot suflicient
voluine, might be Lt down and drawn
up and st remain dry in the inside
bt it s Guite snothier thing when it in-
(‘i‘)\“.\ two orimore h'l'] il 1y

s, whose
Turigs are as cmstat!y seting o the air,
as the !l of fishios act upon the water,
and who possess ghike the sincular fae-
ulty of exteaciing and consuming what-
ever oxveen itis found to contain, Aund
Here T may mention a curious fuet, tirst
abserved and established By My, Spald-
ing, namelyvy that sueh Divers as five on
vegetables, sulier the leact annoyance
from workice long under water ; and
heonee it ois inferred that the lungs of
heat-caters ragquire an extra supply of
oxygen.  But to procced methodically.

Connceted with the Bell is a dismastoed |

vossel of some 30 0r 60 1ans burthen, in
the centre of which, a prety strong
crane (worked as usaal with tooth and
pinton s sunk tothe very Keely and hy
the help of wiieh the instrament s let
down or tken ip, winth the greatsst ease
gnd reguloriiv. When in ouse, it
rests tpon the deek 5 but when the wea-
ther s favorable, the vessel 1s moved to
whatever stagon the diver directs, and
then dewn go the squatie quarryimen.

not

[he Bell is ucitner more nor fess than
) i

frame, four inehes
¢, 4 feet §iuches 1“51‘!

a strong cast metal
tuick in the sid

4 foet § inches wide, tapering toward,
the top, and weighing exactly 3 tons 15
ewt.  The tube of the air pump. 3 in-
ches tn diameter, is inserted at the top,
and is covered in the inside by a leather
valve, with a view to the equal distreibu-
tion of the air. The punp, whick 15 a
double one, is placed on thie deck, and
constantly worked by four men when-
ever the divers are at any great depth.
In the top are-riveted two strong iron
bolts, formed into rings at the extremi-
ties ; the upper rings conneet the Bell
with the ciain of the erane, and theun-
der ones are used for an important pue-
pose, which I'shall by and bye explatn.
In casting the Bell, ten different holes
had been purposely leit, which are fill-
ed with as many cirenlar windows, thor-
oughly cemented or puttyed in—exaet:
ly stch as you sometimes see used on
board of ships, and which the country
people eall yokes of gluss.  In the in-
side are seats vis a vis, with a cross spar
to rest the feet on, and sundry knobs
around the top, tfrom which are suspen-
ded the workmen's tools. - When Twas
about to descend  faccompanied by the
chiel diver, Mr. Foote, avery civily in-
telhigent man,) the Bell wes gradually
nised and lowered over the vessel’s side,
where it hung dangiing tor a few min-
ntes. We then deseended Tnto an ordi-
nary small boat, and from it clindered
into the bedl in a croucling attitude, the
hest way we eould. M oatany time a
stranger feels a little squesunsh, it s
prabably when he fiest takes his scat o
the Bell 5 he sees himselt pent i nue-
row house (not very unlike the mort-
sufes used i ehurch yards to cheat the
resurrection-mens) he hears the aiv-valve
whizzing above ; wround are nothing but
iron walls ¢ below is the fevel or shght-
ly agitated sca, and he knows not exact-
ly what may be his sensauons when he
actually comes in contact with an ele-
ment.which has proved the grave of so
many brave men.  Noae ol these feel-
ings. however, troubled me;: the air-
pump blew, the crane wheel revolved,
and down—down—down we went, un-
til the gurgling of the water over the
glass windows, proved that we were
falrly under cover. At this stage of
the descent, many persons feel a slight
pain in their ears, and Mr. Foote men-
tioned to me that Mr. Saddler, the Ac-
rousut, who once dived with him at Ho-
Ivhead, deseribed his scnsations as sim-
ilar to those he experiences when de-
scending in his bailcon. I cannot say
that I was sensible of this or any otherd
feeling, excepting that of heaty alter we
had remained nearly an hour below, ard
which is oceasioned by the non or ra-
ther slow escape of the heated uir, pur-
ticularly when the bell rests on a level
surface.  Unfortunately the water was
rather muddy, but the diver assured me
that this so seldom happens, that in gen-
eral he sces distinetly the bottom, the
moment the machine begins to dip. O
these orceasions it Is very amusing to ob-
serve the motion of the lishes, which
appear in o tremendous hurry to get ou?
of the way, and what with wonderment
and fear, cross and receoss as frequent-
Iv as if they were engaged in dancing a
> foursome recl.””

Sometimes he sue-
ceeds in spaaring very large founders,
and lately he caught a most giguntie
crab, the claws of which conld not he
spanned by aman’s hund, Sea urehins
ave frequently found, aud Mr. Foowas
Kind enough to present me with the shell
of the largest he had ever seen.

Arrived ot the bottom, the diver gave
theqususl signal, by striking with o Yiua-
mer on the side ot the belly wul i %
minnte ar so, the iron ship wus safely
moored,  Ithen produecd acbottle whiel
[ had taken core to bl with Gordon's
best, drank the diver’s healih, and eve-
ry body clse 1 eare much about, or conld
think of at the time. 1 next exhibited
my writing materials, indieted a sonnet
and two or three earils, chaunted a stave,
and fast of all. entered into a serious
conversation with my  Iriend, in the
course of which, I codeavored to worm
from him as well as 1 eould, the myste-
ries ol his eraft. The surliee on wlhich
ing nearly level, the water
was €0 chb that it would not have cgv-
cred the halt of your shoe, and atfuding
ta this crreamstanee T oasked what he
would fist procecd 1o do?2 e Adl
could here dog he veplicd, ¢would be
toaneke a level,™ and exhibiting o ma-
sot's plimnets he applied it 1o both
sides i b surface, = Buat, M continnod
SPRis ds nothine s yvon sy the
bisck rocks jutting out of the hartor ;g
welly sonetimes the St e land on s

‘The bell i that (':m"
s nearly capsisad ¢ the one end resting
on a ledge of roek, the other on sand ;

we rested he

iy

equaliy uneven,

and between them a pool of stunding
water three or tour feet deep. Onr |
boots proteet us so far, and we must juat |
pwvork wwey with the pick, jumper, &e.
the best way we con. When the stufl’
is foase, aud the robbish acenmulates,
I zive the sicnal lor the bucket to be
Howered, and by chifting a litde up or
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across—{hiow it oupof the way. 10 1t
be found necessary (o blast, the jumper
is sent home g and a tin tube inserted,
filed with upwards of a pound of gun-
powder. “Lhis we can lengthen at plea-
sure by serewing diffivent pieces togeth-
er and seeuring them by a little grease;
and in doing this it is necessary to as-
cend yard by yard until we come to the
surface, whea o small picce of heated
iron is dropped downthe tube and then
offt goes the shot—at least it very sel-
dont.it ever misses.”  This is literally
the mode of proceeding under water ;
hut there ave other obstacles to cncoun-
ter besides preeipitons and jugged rocks:
for sometimes the bell deseends into a
arove ol sca tangle, so tall, thick and
umbrageous that the lights are complete-
Iy darkened, and which it requives no
sht cffort to fell and otherwise elear
:n\":n_\. But perhaps the most remarka-
ble thing of all, is the mode of placing
the huge masses ol [reestone, which
form the foundation of the pier, and
cach of which weighs from five to sev-
en tons.  When the hed is prepared
and a stone is meant o be laid, it is first
of all placed ona punt, and from it low-
ered to the proper situation—or as near-
ly soas thedriver can direct.  He then
descends, and by shifting about gets the
Bell suspended right above the stone,
and forthwiih disengaging the original
tackle, he attaches to itan ingenious ap-
paratus of his owu, the chain of which
is fustened to the rings mentioned above,
and in this way he drags the stone where-
ever he pleases. Nay, so easily sre the
stones moved while atloat 1n the water,
that the slightest touch sends them this
way or that—as a prool of whiche Mr.
Foute declares that whein every thing
is prepured, it is easier to build beluw
than above water.  Alrveady he has laid
24 feet of the new pier, and when tier
comes to be placed above tier, the work
will be seen peering above the tide as it
raised by mugic. At Holyhead, he con-
strueted a pier 400 yards long, and 15
feet high in a similar manner. No ce-
ment nor fastenings arce used to connect
the stones.  From their great gravity
and the slightness of the motion felt at
such .lepths, there is no danger whatev-
er of their shifting, while the heavy su-
perstructure that is to be erceted above,
will tend equally 1o keep 1hem firm.

1 shiould here niention that independ-
ently of the pumpers and hands that
work the vessel, there isanother individ-
wal, whose sole duty is to wateh the
signals. These are reduced to a perfect
system and quay be explained in half'a
dozen words.  When tiie diver requires
more air and wishies the motion of the
pumip to be quichened, be strikes one
on the inside ot the Bell, which is casily
heard above even at the greatest depths.
7o means the bell has come in contact
with something aud you must therefore
stop, or turn the windlass 3 Z%ree is the
signal for pulling up i Four means let
the Bell lower down 5 Fiveis the signal
for hawling to the eastward ; Sie to the
westward 3 Seeen to the southward ;
Sight to the northward 3 and Nipe
means let down the working bucket.
Besides these there isa Tenth sigual, hut
which as yet there has been almost no
oceasivn to give at Portpatrick.

Threughout the season the weather
has heen execedingly favorable for sub-
mavine operations : so mueh so that M.
Foot has done as much work in months
as he expeeted to doin years. On cer-
tain days he has been below 13 hours
out of the 21, though not without as-
conding to take refreshment. e is
still a young man, and although he has
plicd his vocation for nine years, ap-
peavs to- enjoy perfeet heatth, e ad-
mits, however, that the emplovment is
infavorabile to the proper plav of the
lings @ hig tiest instructor, ' My, Fish-
cry became not a little asthmatie, and
were he to attemipt o run icrace, or en-
aage in any other violent exercise, we
believe he would be Tound to be o fittle
broken-winded.  With regard to dan-
aer, the oniy thing he ever dreaded was
the possibility of the rope giving way
betfore the bell has had time 1o float. n
that ease it world g0 down like a <hot,
and that so rapidly, that the men would
be choked to a moral certainty. For-
merly the machine was worked by
rope, i place of o chain, which on one
oceasion wot <o entaneled with the erane
that for twe homrs oned a half it conld
neither be et down nor brought up, to
the great tevroiand alirm of the divers,
Otten and acain Mr, Foote thought ol
getting out and saving his life by swim-
ming to thetop, and was only deterred
by the idea that theve might be numei-
ons hoats about, on whicii he wonld he
very apt to knoek his head.  Sueh o
made of eseape is quite possible, and it
has been suwecested that it would he well
to attach o faise roye to the hell, strone
enotich fo capsize it in coase any thing
shovkd o wrong with the chain.

The idea is plausibie s but Franklin,
in speakimg ol the possibility of a swim-
jmer crossivg irom Dover to Culuis by

s

1} assistunce of a paper kite, rmnark_s,
that. the packet boat would be a saler
conveyance, and on a similar prineiple
we think the diver should rather look
well to the strength of his tackle, than
trust to any such device.

s

OLD TIMES.

Some 40 vears since, a Selkirkshire
former, a great original in his way, and
remarkable for his fondness for a ¢big
price’ forevery thing, attended at Lang-
holm fair, and notwithstanding his par-
simonious habits, actually sold his lambs
to a perfeet stranger upon his simply
promising to pay him punctually at the
next market.  On his return home, the
farmer’s servants, who regularly mess-
ed at the same table, and seldom honor-
cd him with the naume of master, inguir-
ed “Weel Sundy, hae ye sel’t the lambs ?
¢ Atweel hae 1, and I gat sixpence mair
a head for them than ony body in the
market.” ¢ And «*weel paid siller 2’—
¢ Na, the siller’s no paid yet, but its sure
enench.” ¢ What’s your mevchant, and
whats your security ?” ¢ Troth, Tuever
spiered,- but he's a decent lookin® man
wi’ tap boots and a bottle green coat.”
The servants, at this, laughed outright,
and tauntingly told him he would never
get a farthing,  Sandy, however, tho't
differently, and having accidentally hurt
lis leg so as to prevent him from trav-
clling, he sent a shepherd to Langholm,
with instruetions to leok out for a man
with a bottle green coat, whom he was
sure, he said, to find standing at a certain
sign.  The shepherd did 2s he was bid,
and, strange to say, discovered a person
standing at the identical spot, who, on
learning his ervand, inquired kindly for
his master, and patd him the mouey to
the uttermost farthing,.  Sandy, who pi-
qued himself on his skill in physioguo-
my, heard the news wiithout uny etio-
tion, and mercly said, ¢l wad atany time
trust mair to looks than words, and when
I saw Colley swmélling about him sac
kindly, I ken’t well encuch he could na
be a scoundrel.’ )

On another occasion Sandy, who had
a brother settled as a respectable mer-
chantin Edinburgh, conccived the whim
of presenting him with a very fine fat
tup, the flesh of which, at ccrtain sea-
sons, is known to make most exccllent
hams.  Euwly one morning, therclore,
the ram, with its legs tied, was tumbled
into t' e cart, and, on arriving at his
quarters in the Candlemaker-row, the
eccentrie driver far from committing the
extravagance of hiring a porter, hoisted
the’animal on his own brawny shoul-
ders, and hied him away to his broth-
cr’s residence.  On the door being o-
pened by a good looking maiden, he
briefly inquired ¢ hinny is my Billy in?’
“Your Billy > said the lass, ¢wha is
t've want, sir <l want my Billy, or
wy brither, I tell ve, gifi’ ye ken that
oay hetter.” The girl retreated a few
paces, and told her master that there was
a daft man at the door, inquiring for
his Billy, with a great big sheep on his
back. The merchant guessed in an in-
stant the quality of his visitor, but be-
ing engazed at the time, he desived that
the stranger might be shown into the
parlor.  The waiting wonan, however,
looked so sulky and suspicious, that
Nandy determined to ¢ hae nae comings
and ganging wi’ her ;” so that in place
of leaving his burden in the Kitelion, he
edged it thrangh the lobby into o very
handsome sitting rooin.  Here he rest-
ed for a few minuntes, and wishing
show his present to the best advantage,
he set about unlaosening the fetters of
the ram, muttering to himsell, ¢puir
beast, Pse warrand your legs are wye
tired—=for this is no like semnpering a-
bout among the hills.”  Thus ¢manci-
pated, the astonished top began 1o make
a survey of the apartiment, and s
his Kindling eyes on o Lovge
ror, he nade a sudden holt ot the wool-
Iy antigonist who glared at him from
withing a~ il equally anxions (o cone to
the serateh, The erash was dreadficl=
the ghiss was shivered in a thousamd
preces, nota few of which, as they es-
eaped from the feane, rattled whont the
cars of the astonished firmer, who, secar-
Hiing for fear, seemed the very coun-
terpart of the messenger who

antigue mir-

“hrew Primn’s enrtain at the dead of 1
Anc told T Talt” Bis Troy was buened.”

Not centent with this exploit, the tup
turned suddenly round and awain espy-
ing his shadow in the elass Gacings of
the ehimney, he exeented a second as-
sault with all the tury and snecess of the
first. The noise of these cxplosions
broveht thie merchant to the room soou-
er than he intended, aud aware as he
was that something had happened, he
pwas seareely prepared for the sincalar
Lieene that prescated it-elf; his chairs
upsct, and tubles covered with a shower
‘.m' alass, his brother trembling like a
teondemned eriminal, and a wizatitic ram
[ striding incall the pride o vietory over
Fovery _part of his tine Drussels carpiet.
At first he damped the ram and every
fone counceted with him 3 but speedily

=ht,

’

reeovering his good humor, he give; B
hand to his Billy, excliming, <y
well, Sandy, it can’t be helped y
but youwll admit that I’ve paid for ,
present, and that the value of niy i |
rors, thirty good guineas, isno bad py,
for a moorland tup.— Dumfrics Coy;
g
AURORA BOREALIS.

The most interesting deseription
this beautiful phenomenon which we n
member to have scen, is contained;
the Private Journal of Capt. Lyon, v}, B
commanded the ship ZHecla, in the Py, 58

Expedition under Capt. Parry. It w‘:' ’

the month of December, and in lat, ¢;
11' N. lon. 83° 10' W.—DBos. Te/.

To describe the colors of these clogt,
less heavens would be impossible ; by
the delicacy and pureness of the varigy,
blendid tints excelled any thing I evg
saw, even in Italy. The sun ship
with a diminished lustre, so that i
possible to contemplate it withauta paj,
ful feeling to the eyes; yet, the bluigy
color, which, in severe frost, alwy,
accompanies it, is, in my opinion, {
more pleasing than the glittering by,
ders which are so profusely scen on v, i
cloudsin warmer climates. * The nighy
are no less lovely, in consequence ¢
the clearness of the sky. Theé moy
and stars shine with wounderful lusm,
and almost persuade-one to he pleasy
with the surrounding desolation. T
aurera borealis does not appear affeer
by the brilliancy even of the full mon,
but its light continues still the sim.
The fiest appearance of this phenom.
non is generally in showers of fallii;
fays, like those thrown from a rocke 4
although not so bright.  These be; 5
in constant and agitated motion, Ln
the appearance of trickling down 1
sky.  Large masses of light sueecudy
next in order, uiternating frem.a f
glow reseniblivg the milky way, to
most vivid flashes, which strean o
shoot in every direction with the ctiy
of sheet lightning, except that, i
the flush, the aurora stll enntinue
he seen.  The sudden glare and 14
bursts of these wonderous showers o
fire, render it impossibie to obsem
them, without fancying that they y
duce a rushing sound : Lut T am co
dent that there is no actunl noise attens
ing the changes, and that the idea is o
roncous. I frequently stood for
together on the ice, to aseertain this fi
at a distance from any noise but my o
breathing, and thus I formed my o
on. Neither did T observeany vay
of color in the flashes, which were
my eve always of the same shade ast.
milky way and vivid sheet lightning. |
The stars which gleam through the o
rora, certainly emit a milder ray,
a curtain of the finest gauze were |
posed. It is remarkable that whene
the weather is calm, the aurora lvse
tendeney to form an arch, at whaos
pusition it may oceupy in the heaves
On the 29th of this month, we were
ticularly gratiticd by a bheautiful est
bitian.of this kind at near midnight.
perfeet arch was formed ot the sow:
ward, strctehiing from cast to west :
centre elevated abont two degrees abov
‘the horizon.  The sight was screnc
dark, which added considerably to 5
etleet, and the appearance  contin
unchatged for about a quarter of ¢
lour; but on a slight breeze spring
up small vays shot oceasienally to U]
zenith, and the arch lecame agitaed
with a grentle and undulating motios
alter which it spread rreguadarly, ot g
separating itself” into the usual strear 33
ers, soon diffased iteelt over the wh
<hyv. In gtormy wenther, the nortie 3
lights vy with the rapidity of Hichten: g
and with a vorresponing \\‘ihim,‘"'s i
the male which is biowing, giving an il
deseribabic ol of masic fo the wh ’5
s¢eene,

L have never contemplate:l the avr
without experiencivg the most avt
sensations, and e readily exeose U3
poor untatored Tnidians for supposs
that, in the restless motions ot the!
thern Lighis, they behold the sprits
theie futhers roaming o frecdom 1 i
the Jand of sonls,

——
A VIRTUOUS LIFE.

At the great day it will not be inqil .

how logically uny man has reasone by y

b
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only how virtuously Le has acted 5 @i

have possessed that love to God, thei”,
fruitsof which were benevolence and g7 8
will to men, will then be of more im)
tance to us than to have acquired ull knv T8
edge, and to have understood all mystur.\"_‘
e . Y
There are no greater objects of ])l’:
the world, than men who are adnurd?
all around for their nice discernment g
line taste in every thing of a workdly

a3

ture,bhut have no taste for the riches tha' %58
dure forever—no love for God or his®
—no love for Christ or their souls :
such wstate, however admived or resi ¥
ey they cannot see the Lingdom of U (4




