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MECKLENBURG COUN

=
DECLARATION QF INDEPENDENCE,
By the citizens of Mecldenburg county, (then in.
cluding Cabarrus,) North-Carolina, on the 20th
day of May, 1775.

Estimating this transaction as giving the
primary umpulse to our nationai’ Indepen-
dence ; as directly operative in producing
the declaration subsequéntly made by the
Legislature of North Carolina ; then by the
Legislature of Virginia; snd perfocted on
the 4th of July, 1776, by our National Con-
gress; it becomes a matter of high impor-
tance to cstablish the fuct, that the citizens
of Mecklenburg county, through their del-
cgates, on the 20th of May, 1775, drew up,
myned, and promulgated a declarntion of
Independence on the Brtish government,
and transmitted the same to the Cengress
of the U. 8tates for their approbation.

In claiming this as the patriotic achieve.
ment of our forefathers, we wish to derogate
nought from the patriotism and energy of
any state, or of any individual on earth ;
but at the same time, we feel bound, by the
most sacred obligations of truth and justice,
to guard this our birth-right with vestal
vigilance.

T'o every ingenuous mind, the difficulty
is at onco obviuus of establishing by positirve
pruol', such a trunsaction, 55 years afler its
occurrence ; when no record of the trans.
action could officialiy be kept ; when a long
revolutionary war supervened ; the place of
its occurrence for a season being in the oc-

cupation of the cnemy ; when all the dele- |

gates are in the silent grave, and when the
validity of the trunsaction has never been

called m question until Mr. Jetfrson, ina |
fotior of h?n recently ﬁimimﬁ%mp;mwwmr-d

it ** a spurious and unjustifiable quiz :"—but !

difficult as the task may appear, we dread
Bot to meet the elosest scrutingy.
The first proof adduced, is a certificate

signed by Gen. George Gralwn, Wilhiam |

Hutchison, Jonas Clark and Robt. Robison,
Esq. addressed to, and now, we presume, in
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the town of Charlotte, and rcceived
 demonstration of joy by the in-

I was then solicited to be the
the proceedings to Congress. 1
p following month, say Junc, 1775,
ing through Balisbury, the Gen-
was sitting : at the request of the
anded a copy of the resolutions
non, an attorney, and they were
ud in open Court. [ then procecd.
Philadelphia and delivered the Decla.
[ccklenburg Endependence of May,
ichard CasweH and William Hoop-
legates to Congress from North-
-urliﬁ'ed hofore John. Weston,
and James Oliver, attorney at law,

nty, Georgia.” g
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Alexander, late of Cabarruscoun-
ty, has certificd, « that he was in Philudel-

phia in the apring of 1375, on a mercantile

concern: thot on the day General Wash.

ington left that city to tuke command of the

American army in the north, he met, in the

great concourse on that day assembled, with

Capt. Jumes Jack, of Mecklenburg county,

who inforied him that that county had de-

clared themselves independent of the gov-

ernment of Great Britain, and that they

had scat i on express, with their decla-

ration, to Congress, and that he had deliv-

ered it to our representatives,”

‘The Rev. Humphrey Hunter, late of
Lincoln county, in a biographical sketch of
his own life, written by himsclf, on this
subject states,  that orders were issued by
Col. Thos. Polk, that a delegation of two
men from cach militia company should meet
at the Court House in Chlarlotte, on the
10th May, 1775 ; who accordingly met :—
that Abrahamn Alexander was apponted
chairman, and John M'Kuutt Alexander amd
t Ephraim Brevard, Sceretaries :—that after
a full discussion, a nuinber of resolves were
enternd into, after which bye.laws, &c. were
entered into for the governent of a stand-
g comiittee of Public Safety, &c. A se-
lect committee was then appointed, to re-
port on the ensuing day a full and definite
statement of grievances aid a more formal
Deelaration of Independence :—that on the
20th May, the delegation met ; the sclect
comuittee reported a statement of grievan-
cos and a tormal Declaration.of Indepen-
dence, written by Doct. Ephraim Brevard,
Chairman, aid read by him tothe Delegates.
‘The resolves, bye-laws and regulations, &e.
| wees read hy John. McKnitt Atexandcr, and
all approved, without a disseating voice,
and finally the whole was read at the Court
House door to a very large and approving
assembly of'the citizans. A copy was giv-
en in charge to Capt. James Jack, to be
presented by bim to Congress.  On the re-
{turn of Capt. Juck, he reported that Con-
gress manifested  their approbation, but
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the possession of Col. Wallinm Polk, of Ral- | joamed it premature to lay the proceedings
eizh. [nthis they state :— We certify and | officially before Congress. 1 was over 20
on our honor declare, that we were present in | Jears of age and a decply interested spec-
the town of Charlotte, in the county of Meck- | utor of this trapsaction.”
lenburg, on the 19th of May, 1775, when | Gop. Joseph Gruham, now of Lincoln
two persons delegated from cach eaptain's county, certifies, * that on the 20th of May,
company in sud county, met: that these | 1975 Lesides two persons trom cach mili-
said Delegates continued in session until the i'i" company, & much larger number of cit-
night of said day : that on the 20th they |izepg attended in Charlotte than at any for-
again met, when several resolves were forin- | per meeting ; the news of the battle of
ed und signed by every member, and were | Lexington having produced a high excite-
read under the shouts and huzzas of a very | ent. ‘The committce was organized in
large assambly of the citizens of said county ; the  Court-Housn, by nplmmliu:Abmhmn
which resolves went to declare themselves | Alexander, Chairman, and _I"'?n McKnitt
and the people of the county, free and in- Alexander, Clerk. After a full and fice
dependent of the King and Parlinment of'| discussion, the question was taken and they
Great Britain.  We do certify and declare, | regolved to declure themselves independent,
that in a few days afier, Capt. Jumes Jack, |and that their procecdings might be more
of the town of Charlotte, wasengaged to car- | fopmal, they appointed o select comunittee
1y the resolvesto Congress ; and we do know | ¢ three, viz. Doct. Ephraim Brevard, Wm.
that Capt. Jack executed the trust,” &c. tCannon, au attorney, the cther not recol-
Certificate of Capt. John Simeson, ad- | lected, todrafta declaration of Independence.
dressad to Cole W, Polk :— Said committee retired, but the delegation
He states, “that towards the close of | continued their deliberntions and transacted
Muy, 1375, pursuant to orders issued by | business of more local concern, until the
Col. Thoe. Polk to the Captains, to appoint | select committee returned ; and Doct, B-

two mea from ench company to represent
thein, who deew up the Mecklenburg dec-
laration of Indepemdence : the same com-
mittee ulso appointed 3 men to secure all
the miltary stores for the use of said coun-
ty. | wawunder arms sear the head of the
line, near Col. Polk, and distinctly heard
him read a long string of gricvances and
the said Declaration, and the military order
above stated.”

‘The late Rev, Franeis Curmmius, i a lot-
ter to the Hon. Nathaniel Macon, states :
“at length, in the sane year, 1775, the
males generally of Mecklenburg county met
on a certain day in Charlotte, and from the
head of the Court-House stairs procliimed
Independence on English Government, by
Col. Thos. Polk, their Herald. T was pres-
ent and saw and heard it as a voung man,
T was an agent in these things.  Capt. James
Jack, then of Charlotte, was sent with an
account of these procnr-dingu to Congress,

phraim Brevard read their report, as nearly
ns I ean recollect, in the very words as we
have lntterly seen them in print :—this re-
port was unaztunously adopted ; the whole
proceedings were then read at the Court-
i House door and received with enthusiastic
jcheers.  Thus far I state from personal
knowledz and observation. I understood
afterwards, that Capt. James Jack, then of
Charlotte, went express with the proceed-
ingm o Congress, and that on lis way, at
Salisbury, Mr. Cannon, who was one of the
committee who drew the Declaration of In-
dependence, prevailed on Cupt. Jack to have
the proceedings publicly read, which was
done, and gencerally highly approved of.—
But two lawyers, John Dunn and o Mr.
Booth, deetared the proceadings treasonable
and endeavored to have Capt. Juck detain.
ed ; but he being well armed passed on. As
soon as intelligence of this reached Char-
lotte, the chairinan of the committee of

and brought bhack to the county the thanks | Public Safety ordered a party of 10 or 12
of Congress for their zeal, and the advice of | horseinen to bring said lawyers from Salis-
Congress to be a little more patient, until |bury to Charlotte, which was immediately
Congress should tuke the mcasures thought | etfiected 5 and on investigation before said
to be best.” committee, Duna was discharged, on giving

Capt. James Jack certifics, * That when | security, and Booth was sentenced to be re-
the Resolutions were agreed on, they were 1 moved to Camden, 8. C. out of the sphere
Publicly proclaimed from the Court-House | of hisinfluence. My brother, George Gra-

ham, and the lute Col. John Carruth, were
of the party who weat onto Salisbury, and
they and two others of said party took Booth
from Charlotte to his p dustination.
‘This was the first military e:pedition from
Meccklenburg in the Revolutiosary war, and
it is believed to be the first in the Southern
States.” Je

Maj. John Davidson, now of Mccklenburg
county, certifics, “that two men, chosen from
each militia company in the county, met in
Charlotte, and after the m'ﬁing or delegn-
tion was rogularly organized, a motion was
made to declare oursclves independent of
the crown of Great Briluij; which was
carricd.  Doct. Ephraim Brevad was then
appointed to draw a’ Decl of lade-
peudonce, which lie did. - Jfub Jack was
then appointed to take it on tn Congress,
with ducctions to deliver it to our rpre.
scntatives from N. Carolina; wiea Jack
returned, he stated that our Declaration was
highly estcemed, but that they thonght the
message premature. [ am confident that
the Declaration of Independenee, made by
the people of Mecklenburg county, was at
least twelve monthy before thet made by
the Congress of the U. States.?

Isaac Alexander, Clerk of fae present
County Court of Mecklenburg, g:rtifies :—
“I was present in Charlotte, o the 19th
and 20th of May, 1775, whena regular
deputation from each ilitia empany in |
Mecklenburg county, met to gaisult and |
take measures for the peace andgranquility |
of the citizens ; and who, after gie consul-
tation, declarcd themselves abwéved from
their allegiance from the king of Great Brit-
ain, and drew up a Declaration @ their Io-
dependence, which was unanimogsly adopt-
ed ; and employed Capt. Juines Jak to car-
ry copies thercof to Congress V\'(lo accord-
ingly went on with them.”

Certificate of Samucl Wilson, fMecklen-
burg county, who certifies, ﬂm‘mmvﬁlm‘
m May, 1775, a committee fron'the differ-
ent 1ailitia compamies in this counte, met in
Charlotte, and after consulting tgether,
publicly declared their Independqce on
Great Britain and her Governmaest : this
was done before a large collectiapof peo.
ple, who highly approved of it.  Evas then
and there present and heard it sad from

the Court-House door.” i

deposited with General William R. Duvie, {o revert to Mr. Jefierson’s interrogatorics
for the use of some future historian; and and exposition throughout, and pronounce
after the deceuse of the General, procured that this too is “a spurious and an unjusti-
and deposited with us, by Doct. Bamuel fiable quiz,” and thus throw a disreputable
Henderson, now Clerk of the Suj:erior Court | vesture over that section and those citizens
of this connty. The resolves, &c. are, viz: | who descrvedly stand pre-cminently distin-

The following resolutions were unani- | guished for originating that fearless and
mously orduined ;— I patriotic declaration, which only cn

1. Resvlved, ‘That whosoever direetly or indi- |and hereafter only qan be,_ U;_lm w until
rectly abetted, or in any way, form or manner, | despotisin ceases to oppress the human race.

countcnanced the unchartered und dangerous in. " M. Je o ivi
vasion of our rights as claimed by Great Britain, 1 M. Jufforson were Tivipg R u gt

is an enemy to this country, to Aincrica and to the | bound to _invgstignte his k‘wl." with lhq.t
inherent and inalienable rights of man, { reprehension it appears to merit ; but he iv
5 2. Resolved, 'That we, the citizons of Mecklen- | now in the silent tomb——calm be his repose.
“l;lri:;'lfoll:::z.c«:’: ::l:;tub 4 tli‘».u':h&zh: p:-,l‘lel-:c: b.(:d' ! I feel no disposition to disturb the snnc!unr;]
rete: 10f untry, P ; 2
and herchy absolve ourselves from all allegiance {o l Of the grave ‘o err 1s hw frailty,”
the British Crown, and abjure all political conncg- s .,Shw"‘ blerdded with the h‘&“‘*“" ‘hunian
tian, conteact of association with That nation, who | ttainmenter- Let us rather view Mr. Jef
have wantonly trampled on our righta aud libertics | ferson’s denial of this our birth-right, as the

and inhwnaniy shed the blood of American pat. i i 1
pirbe it Pt | result of a kind providence, enabling us, be-

3. Resolved, ‘I'iat we do hereby declare our- fol? it yet teo I!‘(e.' toestablish CUENENG
selves a tree and independent pcopfz, and of right |dmm to these patriotic deeds of our fathere
ought to be a sovereign and sclt:governing associ- | and of placing them safe where misfortune
ation, under the control of no power other than our | cannot tarnish, or even the malignunt breath

God and the General Government of the Congress : | 2 blest boas fair-
to the maintenance of which Independence, we t of envy biast this our no ky thet &

soicmaly pledge to each other gux mutual co-ope. est inheritance of an American citizen.
ration, our lives, our fortnnes and ouf sacred houor. JOSEPH McKNITT ALEXANDLR.

4. Resolced, As we now ackrowledge the exis-
tence and control of no law or loanl oflicer, civil P. 8. Bhould not some measure be taken

or military, within thiz county, we do hereby or- |to "x!rpeluutc these evidences of our Decla-

iain und adopt, as a rule of life, all, ¢z ~h and ev. | ration of Indcpendence, and render them
i3 , all, Ppe )

ery n(‘m;r(ﬁ»mm;}lg\vu, whercin, uﬂ\:rlhclun. the i more perpetual than the short lived exis-

crown of Great Britain never can be considered | o v . icati 7

as holding rights, privileges, iLmunities or au- tence of Tt RIS O

thorili-‘llw in.

5. Resoleed, That it is further decreed, that all, | N
cach and every military officer in this county is i =i
reinstated in his former command and authority, |  CIpRR.=-As the time for laying in Cider
h'c acting cunfolrmably to these regulations: and | has come, | would obscrve, that Mustard
that every member presont of this delegation shall | Q... i : Ci i i g
hereafter be a civil officer, viz: a Justice of the | Seod Pl‘l:‘ ingo ncw (‘3‘1331"‘?!“ k(‘l;p it m!udh
"cace, in the character of & % committess raan.” to | better ‘than any ‘other thing 1 have tried.
issue proccss, heur and determine al! inatters of | Tput a half gint common mustard seed into
controversy, according 1o said adoption of laws, | a barrel of new cider, last fall, and lct it re-
and to PN’:"'? peace, union ln;! l.-rlmony I,:int.t:d  main on the kees without drawing off, till it
county, and to ase every exertion to apread the | i . : " i
love nl" country aud firc of freedom throughout g all uscd,land it kept it .Pc"' ctly sweet
Americn, until more general und organized gov- till ‘Ml last—pot the new sickly sweet, but
crnment be established in this provinee. more like mellow old wine: the cider tasted

I h

“P'hese resolves having been concurred in, | @ little oflhp thustard, ll)ul some gentlemen
bye-laws and regulations for the goverament | who drank “1ﬁh°“gl“ it was improved by
of a Standing Comuiittee of Public Safety |it- As the lastiyear was the first time I'put
were cnacted and acknowledged, & doc. | in the sced, I chnnot way that it will always
The whole proceedings of the Delegition, !lave the same 1““’“; but so simplc a thing
though interesting, are too long for this |8 worth trying{—for my cider was decided-
pubtication ; but to show, inaccordance with | 1y the best 1 ev L" drank.

Gen. Joseph Graham’s certificate, 1s to

VARIETY.

:
Certificate of James Johnsondd Knox |
county, Teanessee, the original ofwhich is |
in possession of Doct. J. G. M.Ramsay. |
He certifies, “ that in the mough of May,

1TTS; there were Severnl meetings in Char-

lotte, on various subjects ; hud ane thing 1
do positively remember, that Mecilenburg
county did meet and have '@ Corvention,
declared Independence and st a man to
Philadelphia with the proceedings.”

I should have been gratifii to have re-

ceived from Col. Willian PolR. of Raleigh,
a statement on this sulject, {ran a panph-
let published by Mr. Gales, iy Ruleizh, in
1922, [ find Col. Polk was fppes:nt and
bears evidence of the Decluraban of Inde-
pendence by the citizens of Meckienburg
at that time, as a fact ; but wis too young |
to give the proceedings in detafl. The fact
is what is now denied; his certificate, as
it is, 18 therefore important.
There is now a paper ia my pesession,
written and signed by J. M. Alexmder, and
purports to be “ extracted from # old min-
utes,” &e.  On this there igno date to
show sehen these extracts wem made: the
mtroductory part issimilar, as fir as it goes,
to that plac.d in the hand offsen. Davie.
The resolves entered into, af in this ex-
tract noticed as follows: 1. We, (the
county) by a solemn vote, digolve our al-
legiance to King George, and the British
nation.  2d. Declare ourselvé a free and
independent people, having a iigl;l and ca.
pable to govern ourselves, us a piet of North
Carolina.  3d. In order to hae laws as a
rule of life, for our future goempment, we
form a code of laws, by udop'&.;_v our for.
mer laws.  4th. And as therelwas then no
otficers, civil or military, in out comty, we
decreed every military otficer in the county
should hold his former commission and
grade, aud that every member pregent <hall
act as a justice of the peace, hear and de-
termine all controversies, &c.  5th. Many
other laws and ordinances, &e. &c. - Atier
reading and inaturing every part, all pass-
ed about 12 o'clock, May 20, 1775, &c. &c.
All sent on by James Jack,” &c.

[ hold these papers, certificates, &c. sub-
jeet to the mspection of any one desirons to
exanune them. :

From the preceding certificates, it ap-
pears most probable that there were drawn
up by a select conunittee, a declaration of

dependence 5 which, it so, was the paper
sent on by Capt. Jack to Congress; the

death, shortly afterwards, of De.. t. Ephraim
Brevard, the chairman of that conunittee,
and by the occupation of Charlotte by Coru-
wallis, where the Doctor lived and where
his papers probably were. But be this as
it may, we have au authentic copy of those
resolves and bye-laws mentioned in so ma-
ny of the certificates, in the hand writing
of John McKnitt Alexander, and certified

by him as Clerk, which had been by him

Dunn & Booth, that municipal authority was | Séck Peack | Trees.—It was mentioned
assumed and acted on by this Commitee of | Some time sincd, by a correspondent in the
Publie Safity, I will only copy a certificate | papers of this gjty, that certuin facts had
now in my possession, viz: | :«z‘ coe to hlshkll{:nlr}:‘(jgc; \:‘luuh wv‘n;
- 3 g e - ! mdx the 14, that powaored
NOR\" _H'CARO’J\A' ¢ Nor. 28, 1775, charcoal strowdd about the rouls'ol' peach
MECKLENBURG COUNTY, . 3 F
These way ecrtily to all whom it may concern, | 1168, would be n great preservative against
that the besrer hercof, William Henderson, is al- | dis€ase, produded by insects, worms, &e.
l:':wedd h]ﬂ‘e to be o truc friend to liberty and hasi The Boston Clurier in a recent notice of
signed the ascociation. g - this subject, corfoborates the above opirtion,
Crtificd Ly ABA. ALEXANDER, C. . | by his n{f'n expeficnce ; and adds thm', trees

Of the Committce of P. 8. b Mg 5
Onitti il s | pianted in burnt Jand are umversally healthy
o ' '3 3| - -
mitting a variety of documients Incl- | ypg free from Worms at the root.

deutally bearing on the ;uhjcct of our Meck- |
lenburg Declaration of Independence, 1 will ¢

Ix\r('l_\‘;’ml\-(-n to that \\'hichlmust atiord ll;e! g s 'k”y'j
highest gratification to every citizen of the
State of North Carolina, by placing before
them that resolve, or law, which stands the
first legislative act on the subject of Ameri-

—It is not known, perhaps,
so generally adfit ought to be, that apples
make an excelldnt jelly. The processisas
follows :=—Theylare to be pared, quartered,
the core complefely removed, and put in a
it without watdr, closely covered, and pla-
can ludependence, in the United States.— [ ! . .
g ! ; ced in an oven of overa tire. ' When pretty
'llhlspl “l-“ q;n§)¥fr0|1)c(llc ,ft:l\?(::ldhj((::::?: :f; well stewed, thejjuice is to be squeezed out
he Provincial Congress of ! ina, ) %5 . the white
heldat Hulifux, onthe 4th day of April, 1376, | oo :;'::'t",f; :::{:.(',' e ol
: : i L
On the Sth of ".‘p:":' 4 sct’c'. cumuut}((;e of| Skim it previousky to boiling, then reduce it
seven wus appointed to take into considera- |y, o \roper consisgency, and an excelleat jol-
tion the usurpations and violences attcinpted Iy “.[‘" m the pr uci.' J
and committed by the King and Parliament

of Britain against America, &c. &c. On‘g Willow Bark.\~lt i stated, in’ ileier
the 12th of April, the sqid cqmmillcq Te- [ om Romagithnt.ghe French medical inen
ported a lengthyd eclaration of usurpations, |, yhat city contlnue to administer, with
violences, ty rannics upd cruelties, &c. &c. great success aglinst intormittent fovers,
and offered the following Resolve :=— the bark of the willow. These gentlemen

Resolved, That the delegates for this colony in | gssort that it has thore power than Peruvi-
the Continental Congress, ™ empowered to coneur | an Bark

with the delegates ot the other colonies, in declar. =

ing Independence and forming foreign nllinncu,'

reserving to this colony the sole and exclusive right [ Gin—A Lond

editor affirms that twen-

of forming a constitution and laws for this colony
and of appointing delegates, from time to time, to
meet the delegates of the other colonics, for snch !
purposes ax shall be hercafter pointed out; which

Jons of gin were consum-
tfzland, ¢ enongh to form
, twenty yards wide, and

ty-four millions F
ed last year in E
ariver a vard dee

grievances and a formal deelarution of In- |

original of which is lost o s, thiough the |

was unanimousiy concurred in.

[Notr. Theword Resolved, was used ns the en-
ncting clausetocvery law passedby thislegislatare.

5 miles in length.”

Rochester, N. Y.-—The village of Ro-

The resolve so highly extolied, of the | cjoster is situnted n the Genessee River,
Virginia_Legislature, was on the 15th of: coven miles south ffom Lake Ontario. This
May, 1376, over one month after this, from | village, which, for] population, extent and
which it evidently emanated. Here, then, | yginess, may soor| rank amonyg our cities,
we see a document, printed and promulgat- | s not settled unti} about the close of the
ed to the world under all the solemnities of | a5 war; its progibss was not very rapid
a law passed by the legislative suthority of | yntil about the yearfl 820, fromn which peri-
a State, on the 12h day of May, 1776, and | o4 it has rapidly improved until the present
circulated by the members throngh every | jay. [t now containg a population of 12,000
section of the State, and being the firs print- ! inhabitants. The ffrst census of the village
od declaration made on the subject in the | was taken in Decenfver, 1815, and the num-
United States; which I will venture to say, | per of inhabitants fhen was three hundred
| never was reprinted in any publication, his- [ and thirty onc.—S§t. Bul.
torical or periodical, previous to its insertion e
| in the Catawba Journal, of October 19, 1924, Tong Dresses—-At the “celebration”
{at which tiwe, it might be safely asserted, | Byj the other niglft, I overheard a gentle-
it was not known to one person in each 20,- | 4y obserye to andther, «How very long
000 of the present citizens of N. Carolina; | tnt young lady’s dessis.” Long, said the
and it has been lately suggested by some, | gther, I think it is Jhe very shortest in the
that there may not be another copy of the ! roo.  You dont tee, said the tirst, [ mean
Journalsof that Legislature to be now found. | 4 long from the avkle

In order, then, to invalidate the authen- |
ticity of this first, this bold and patriotic re-| My, Francis G rar
solve of our “Legistature, which stands and | Sl thatall thio
will forever stand, the first legislative cor- |~ = T
ner-rock of Americun Independence, hmvi‘ Anti-Masonry; the, f
easy would it be. (were this copy burned,) ! for keeping o scerefare unlawful.

er, we understand, de-
dies are on the side of
hold that associations




