would exercise it

ise 1t,
::uieux,e:mk the condition of the grant, and
thus manifestly violate the constitution; and
far this violation of the constitution, she
may threaten to secede also. \’.lrglnm nay
secede, and hold the fortresscs in the Ches-
apeake. The western states may secede,
and take to their own use the public lands.
Louisana may secede, if she choose, from
a foreign alliance, and hold the mouth of
the Mississippi. 1f one state may sccede,
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1f congress now refuse | other States. He must see, therefore ,.nn'd Eumr
congress docs, as slie may ducs sec, every inan sces, that the only al- |

ternative is a repeul of the laws, throughout |
the whole Union, or their execution in Caro-
lina as well as clsewhere,  And this repeal
is demanded because u single State interpo-
ses her veto, and threatens resistance —
The result of the gentleman’s opinions, or
rather the very text of his doctrine, is, that
no act of Congress can bind all the States,
the constitutionality of which is not admit-
ted by all ; ory in other words, that no sin-
gle State is bound, aguinst its own dissent,

ten may do so—twenty may do so—twenty-
three way do so. Sir, as theso secessions

on, one after another, what is to consti-
tute the United States? Whoase will be the
armv? Whosee the navy? Who will pay
the debts? Who fulfil the public treaties!
Who perform the ecnstitutional guarantees!
W ho govera this district and the territories’?
Who retain the public property !

Mr. President, every man must sce that
these are all questions which can arisc ouly
afler a revolution. They presuppose the
breaking up of the government. While
the constitution lasts, they are repressed;
they spring up to annoy and startle us only
from its grave.

The constitution does not provide for
events which must be preceded by its own
destruction. Secession, therefore, since it
must bring these consequences with it, is
revolutionary. And nullification is equally
revolutionary. What is revolution? Why,
sir, that is revolution, which overturns, or
controls, or successfully resists the existing
public authority ; that which arrests the ex-
ercise of the supreme power; thut which
introduces a new parainount authority into
the rule of the state. Now, sir, this is the
precise object of nullification. 1t attempts
to supersede the supreme legisiative au-
thority. 1t arests the arm_of the execu-
tive magistrate. It interrupts the exercise
of the accustomed judicial power. Under
the name of an ordinance, it declares null
and void, within the state, all the revenue
lawg of the United States. Is not this re.
volutionary 7 Sir, so soon as this ordi-
nance shall be carried into effect, a revolu-
tion will bave comimenced in South Caroh-
na. She will bave thrown off the autho-
nity to which her citizens have heretofore
been subject. She will have declared her
own opinions and her own will to be above
the laws, and above the power of these who

by a law of imposts. This is precisely
the evil experienced under the old confede-
ration, and for remedy of which this eon-
stitution was adopted.  The leading object
in establishing tlns government, an ohjeet
forced on the country by the condition of
the times, and the absolute necessity of the
Jaw, was to give to Congress power to lay
and collect imposts without the consent of
particular States. “Fhe revolutionry delu
remamed unpaid; the national treasury
was bankrupt ; the country was destitute of
credit; Congress issucd its requisitions on
the States, and the States neglected them ;
there was no power of coercion, but war;
Congress could not lay imposts, or other
taxes, by its own authority ; the whole
General Government, therefore, was little
more thaw a name. The articles of con-
federation, as to purpeses of revenue and
finance, were oearly as a dead letter.  The
country sought to escape from this condi-
tion, at once fecble and disgraceful, by con-
stituting a government which should have
power, of itself, to lay duties and taxes,
and to pay the public debt, and provide for
the general welfure; and to lay these du-
ties and taxes in all the States, without

ments. This was the very power on which
the new constitution was to depend for all
its ability to do good ; and without it, it can
be no Government, Bow or at any tie.—
Yet, sir, it is precisely against this power,
so absolutely indispcusable to the very be-
ing of the Government, that 8. Carolina
directs her ordinance. She attacks the
Government in its authority to raise rev-
enue, the very main spring of the whole
system ; and, if she succecd, every move-
ment of that syster must inevitably cease.
It is of no avail that she declares that she
does not resist the law as a revenue law,

{

are entrustcd with their administration. [f| but asa law for protecting manufactures.

she makes good these declarations, she is
revolutionized.

As o her, it is as distinctly a change of | it be arrested in any State, the revenn | 3
the supreme power, as the American revo. | ceases in that Siate; it i, in a word, the |disolve these relations; thut uething can | M<"8 that the framers of the constitution | of the Head of the

lution of 1776,

1t isa revenue law; it is the very law by

! force of which the revenue is collected ; if | jations between itself andd indivaduals.

That revolution did not |sole reliance of the Govermnent for the | dissolve them lat revolution : and that, con- rejected expressions approprinte to their which was kept in the room wherew 1
subsert Government in all its forms. It | means of maintaiving itself and performing | sequently, thicre can be no such thing as | %0 meaning, and adopted others wholly | fire originated.

did not subvert lecal Jaws and municipal | its duties.

admivistrations.

It culy threw off the do-| Mr. President, the alleged right of a State

minion of a power, claiming to be superior, | to decide constitutional questions for her.
|

and to have a right, in many important res- s¢li, necessarily leads to furce, becanse oth- {acts of Congress passed in pursuance of “: as “the Gorernment of the United States.” | sleep, that a comparatively small nuws

er States must have the same right, and |and treatics, and that, in cases not capable Is it not doing strange violeuce to language arrived early on the
hecause different States will decide diferent. |
Iy; and, when these questions arise between | or equity, Congress must judge of, and final. 7120 Powers a Gorernment? The Govern. | half st two o'clock, the keeper of .
the U. States, bade it defiance, and freed | States, if there be no superior power, they ||y "““’l""'"“’r'; supremm law, so often asit | ME0E of a Siafe is that organization in Orphan Asylum bell caught and repes
themsclves from it by means of a revolution. | can be decided only by the law of force. |ias oceasion to pass acts of legislation ; and which the political power resides.
But that revolution left them with their ' On entering into the Union, the people of |1 cases capable of n,,u"',"z"‘m"l i l‘ualh‘. the political being, created by the constity. | persons first at the fire, pext to the imer

pects, to exercise legislative authority.

Thinking this authority to have been usur.
ped or abused, the American colonies, now

own municipal laws still, and the forms of | cach State gave up a part of their own

Jocal Government.

shall be ber own judge, take her remecdy
into ber own hands, obey the laws of the
Umion when she pleases, she will relieve
herself from a paramount power as distinct.
ly as the American colonies did the same
thing in 1776. In other words, she will
achieve, as to herself, a revolution.

But, sir, while practical nullification in
8. Carvlina would be, as to herself, actual
and distinct revolation, its necessary ten-
dency must also be to spread revolution,
and to break up the constitution, as to all
the other States. It strikes a deadly blow

. SR 3 e 1 g b b g 4
at the vital principle of the whole Union. | mon councils, and thercin assists t0 bind | from what is contained in the instrument it. 115 00 enactinents, 15 not war.  {t con. couki not have occurred i or f, the

If Carolina now shall | power to make laws for themsclves, in con- | preme Court of the United States is the oot difference batween a Government and and had half a mile to run bef.r i)
effectually resist the laws of Congress, if she | 9ideration that, as te common objects, | final interpreter.

they should have a part in making laws for
other States. In other words, the people
of all the States agreed to create a commen
Government, to be conducted by common
councils. Pennsylvania, for example, vicl-
ded the right of laying imposts in her owa
ports, in consideration that the new Gov-
ernment, in which she was to have a share,
should possess the power of laying inposts
in all the States.  If 8outh Carolina now
refuses to submit to this power, she breaks
| the condition on which other Statesentered
{ into the Union. She partakes of the com.

To allow State resistance to the laws of [ others, while she refuses to be bonnd her-

Congress to be rightful and proper, to ad.
mit nullification in some States, and vet not
expect to see a-dismemberment of the en-
tire Government, appears to mc the wild-
est delusion, and the most extravagant folly.
The gentleman seems not conscious of the
direction or the rapidity of his own course.
The current of his opimons sweeps him a-
long, he knows not whither. To begin
with nullification, with the avowed intent,
nevertheless, not to proceed to sccession,
dismemberment, and gencral revolution, is
as if one were to take the plunge of Nia.
gar, and crv out that he would stop half
way down. In the one case, as in the
other, the rash adventurer must go to the
bottom of the dark abyss below, were it not
that that abyes has no discovered bottom.
Nullification, if successful, arrests the
power of the law, absolves citizens from
their duty, subverts the foundation both of
protection and obedience, dispenses with
vaths and obligations of allegiance, and
elevates another aulhnrn'\' to supreme com-
mand. Is not this revolution? And it
raises o supreme command tweaty-four
distinct powers, each professing to be un.
der a General Government, snd yet each
setting its laws at defiance at pleasure.—
Is not this anarchy, as well as revolution?
Sir, the constitution of the U. 8. was re-
ceived as a whole, and for the whole coun-
try. I it cannot stand altogether, it can.
not stand io parts; and if the laws cannot
be executed cvery where, they cannat long
be exceuted any where. The geatleman
very well knaowy that all duties and 1nposts
must be umformn thronghout the country.
Ile knows that we cannot have one rule or
one law for 8. Cuarching, aud another for!

self. Tt makes no difference in the case
whether she does all this withcut reuson or
pretext, or whether she sets up as a reason
that, in her judgment, tlie acts complained
of are unconstitutional. In the judgment
of other States, they are not so. It 1s
nothing to them that she offers some reason
or some apology for hier conduct, if it be one
which they do not admit. It is nat to be
cxpected that any State will violate her
duty without some plansibic pretest.

| {his doctrine.— Beginning with the arigina

asking the consent of the State Govern- |
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| This, sir, s practical nullification. States, severally entered. Why was nut Of the offices connected with the T:
i And now, sir, against all these theories stnndar language used in the constitution, | sury Department, fevenlof the moct =
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2. That no State authority has power 10| Capacities What reawn is there for sup- | destroyed wore perha

at war with that meaning ! Vhen the Fire was first discovered, |
Again, sir, the constitution speaks of Wus the dead hour of the nigli, and ¢
that politieal system which it establishes whole population was so deep buncd §

| secession without revelution.
l 3. ‘T'hat there is a supreme law, eonms.
ting of the constitution of the United 8t

round. Very s

i
of assuming the charscter of o suit in law | (0 call & league or u compact between sove. | after the first ery of Fire was vttered |

1t is | the alarm; whence it happencd that &

assuming, the character of a suit, the Sy. 00 oF fundamental lnw. The broad and | diste neighbors, were roused by that i
a league, or camnpact, is that a Government | rived st it.  T'o save the building, howes
| 4. That an attempt by a State to abro. ' 2 body politic; 1t has a will of its own ;| when once on fire, vrnul_d. undder any o
i gate, annul, or oullily an act of Congress, and 1t possesses powers and facultien to cxe.  cutstatces, have been impossible, &
or to arrest its operation within her lunite, SHIC 18 own purposes. Every compact flammable was its structure, as wells
on the ground that, w her opinion, such looks ta roine power (o enforee its stipula- | conteots.

law is unconstituiional, 19 a direct usurpation | 1O08: Even in a compact between sove. No one can look at the smoking rs
{on the just powers of the General Govern- reign commumtics, there alwnys exists this without o uensnlign of astomshment at
{ment, and on the equal nights of other ultimate reference (o a power to cnsure its | @tuity and utter improvidence with
States, a plin violiton of the constitution, ©ttenton; although, in such case, thin pow. | books and papers of such vast conse;
and a proceeding essentinlly  revolutionary | 77 but the force ot unc party against the  have been so long trusted to any other!
in 1ta character aud tendency . * force of ancther—that is to say, the power & firc.proof building.  The few seatie
Whether the constitution be a compact of war. But n Gorernmeat cxecutea ita vaulted rooms in the tailding entircly®
betweean States in their sovereign capacities, docisions Ly its own supreme authority. caped the lames ; and had the whole
lis & question which must be maiuly argucd Its use of foree in compelling obedience to | ing been similarly constructed, the

lself.  We all agree that it is an instrument templates wo oppasing party baving n right | extreme  carvlessaess, it had occu
which has been, in sune way, clothed with of resistance. [t restyon its own will; and, | would have bheen coufined to the rwa
power.  We all admit that it speaks with when it ceases to possess thus power, it is| which it erigiuated.

authority. The first question then s, what | 10 louger a Governnent, Where was the watchman of the bo¥
does it say of itsell?  What does 1t pur 1 7' be Continurd ing? s a natural question. He was ¥
portto be? Dues it style itselt’ a lengue, : hear, aick at home; and the youth 4
confederncy, or compact between sovercign 13} arming a Bed.—A goad Indy in the  substituted him was so sound asleep that
States 7 It is to be remembered, sir, that | O of Portland, whose husband wns tor- | was pechaps only saved from being b
the constitution began to speak ouly after | mented with the rheumatism was advised  alive by those who broke open the dof
s adoption.  Untl it was ratified l;) mine 10 warm his bed, with a pan of coals, and | snd roused him.  Had he been ever «o o
States, it was but a proposal, the mere to throw in a hittle sugar.  She nccording-  awake, however, unless he had happess

Faalld bo: (i ERt S elinags of O & ’lnh:t dr:m.-_;hl of an instrument. It was like o ¥ threw upen the sheetn soething like a to inspect the particular room where ¢
R nakint W U o p? 100 | deed, drawn but not exccuted.  The con. pound of brown Havaun, and proceeded | fire begun, the alarm from outside migh
g ;n hcr'own uh,; :: _rn pretext which | vention had framed it, sent it 1o Congrews to draw a pan of hot coals briskly between | have beca his first notice,

s reast—if it be no more | (hen sitting under the Confederation, Con. | ¢ sheets by which operation the sugnr We were glad tn observe that eredits®

than an opinion which she says she has
formed, how can other States be satisfied
with this? How can they allow her to be
Judge of her own obligations 7 Or, if she
may judge of her own obligations, may they
not judge of their rights also?  May nat
the twenty-three entertain an opimon ay
well as the twenty-fourth 7 And, if 1t be
{ their right, in their own opinion, as expres-
‘ sed in the common council, to enforce the
i law against her, how is she to say that her
5‘ right and her opinion are to be every thing,
and their right and their opinion nothing ?

Mr. President, if we are to reccive the
| constitution as the text, and then to lay
down, inits margin, the contradictory com-
mentaries which have been, and which may
be made by different States, the whole page
would be » polyglotindeed. It would speak
with as many tongues as the builders of
Babel, and in dialects as much confused,
'T"'(' mutually as unintelligible.,
intsance now hefl
illustration,

The very
belore us presents a practical
Fhe law of the late session 19
declared unconstitutional in South Carolina
and obedicnce to it is refused. In othcry

gress had transmitted it to the State Logis. | W78 nigh restored 1o ity primitive state and | exertions were made by the proper ofiee
- by these Tast' i s Bk ofors made as hot as when it came from the boil- yesterday to collect and secure the soatie
(el atrvo aaa people in the several | 102 chauldron.  Meanwhile the good man | ad booke aad papers ; so that by 2 o'ckd
States. Al this while it was inoperative | 189 denuded Limselt ad when the pan was | 1 the day they were safely housed.
pipen Tt hadl roRG R o Ho it wllhllmwn_ crawled between the sheety as National Intelligencer. 15t ins.
1y, 0o sanction ; it spoke no language. Bug | W€K 08 bis lameness would permit. But
when rutied by the people in their respec- his bound from the bed gave lie to his com- | General Laravirrr, in an able Spad
{ive conventions, then it had a voice, nmd plaint no member of the Ravel family | on the Election Law of France, which®
spoke authentically, Every word in it had conld have vaulted to the floor with moro | delivercd in the Chamber of Deputiesd
tthen received the sanction of the popular agility than did the sugar scalt old codger, | the 15th of January last, made the 5
Wil ar) smie 4o s rn B ORR. $hro. and no Senator could have ronred lowder | markablo obaervation: *§ shall spesh ¢
sion of that will. What the constitution | than he did. In the jump he struck the | the Government of the U nited States, &
says of ilssif, theroibie. is on conclusive ‘as dame, and man, woman, two children and though I am u.mc- of |hvo..- who pay 4
what it says on any other point, Does it | the hot coals came to the floor together— | just tribute of calling it the patern 6
call itself a compact? Certainly not. Tt But conls were scarce less comfortable than  crnment. Bt we are now tokl that *b
uses the word compact but once, and that is hot sugar, and the evening's entertainment | I should call republican institutions &
when it declares that the States shall enter | COncluded with “ ground and lofiy tuinbling | only a vast ruulnlnl bounded on the &
o no compact.  Does it call itself a by the whole company.”  But the exercise sidi: by the oc : '“"d [ aabrag
:1:14.5.'::.'tlr',""é","4!..~‘;nvyv_<’.'-‘u!muuuzlm'u:\ be- :.':“ '“"""’_""" productive of good, and | widely extended foreate.  Formerls, M*
i States?  Certainly not.  There | D37rng the sealt skin, the old man was | ever, it wus rawl that they suited on!
1S not a particle of cuch language in all ity | ."‘lll'l:rml more free from pain than he had | an isdand.  “Phey are suited toevery ©
jpages.  Butit declares itself a constitution. | 2¢en for years before.— Lowell Compend. | try where the citizens are iuteligen!
What is a constitution ? Certainly not i "‘;u g |
league, compnct or confiederacy, but u_fun. .
damental law,
tion which deter:

‘ The mann who contents himselfto-day with
lvhnl lundulm:m:nll regula. | that which he has, will content himself
mines the manner in whick | o-morrow with that which be may bave, ',

Eight thousand four hundred attorneys U8t v
out theis annual cortificates this yea
in Angels ana Ministers of Giiagt




