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the liberty of conscience and of the | the Constitution, which provides that the
cannot be cancelled, abridged, re-!judicial power shall cxtend to all cases in
ned or modified by any authority of the | law and equity, arising under the Consti.
h these impressions, with | tution, and te the laws and treaties made
authority, has no bearing on the

rights,
press,
strai
U. States.—Wit
a solemn appeal to the Searcher of all |under its
hearts, for the purity of our iutentions and | point in controversy ; and that even the
under the convictien that whatsoever im- | boasted power of the Supreine Coaurt to de-
perfections may exist in the Ceustitution, |cide a law to be uncoustitutional, se far
ought rather'to be examined in the mode |from being derived from this or any other
prescribed therein than to bring the Union | portion of the Constitution, resuits from
in danger by a deiay : with the hepe of ob- | the necessity of the case, wherg two rufes
taining amendments previous to the ratifica- | of unequal authority come in conflict; and
tion: We the said delegates, in the name  is a power belonging to all courts, superior
and in the behalf of the peeple of Virginia!and inferior, State and general, domestic
do by these presents, assent to and ratify | and foreign.

the Constitution recommended on the 17th| 1 have now, 1 trust, shown satisfactorily
day of Sept. 1787, by the Federal Conven- ' that there is no provision iu the constitution
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that ours is.a consolidated
between the Government and the citizen, \
e relies on the fact, that the Jaws act di-
rectly on individuals.
casc, 1 will not deny: but § am very fur|
from conceding the point, that it affords the |
decisive proot, or even any proof’ at all, ot'i
the position which the Senator wishes to
maintain. 1 hold it to be pertectly within|
the: competency of two or more States to|
subject their citizens in certain cases, to
the direct action of each other, wi(houl‘
surrendering or impairing their sovereign- |
ty. 1 recollect while I wes a member of
Mr. Monroe's cabinet, a proposition was !
submitted by the British Governmeut, to
permit a mutual right of search and seizure, |

tion, for Government of the U. States,|to authorize the General Government,
hereby announcing to all those whom it may | through any of its departments, to control
concern, that the said Constitution is bind- | the action of the State within the sphere of
ing upon the said people, according to anits reserved powers, and that of course ac-
authentic copy hereto annexed, in the words | cording to the principles laid down by the
following,” &e. Sepator from Massachusetts himself, the
It thus appears that that sagacious State, | government of the States, as well as the
(I fear, however, that her sagacity is not as | General Gevernment, has the right to de-
sharp sighted now as formerly,) ratified the | termine the extent of their respective pow-
Constitution, with an explanation as to her | ers, without the right on the part of either
reserved powers; that they were powers | to control the other.—The necessary result
subject to her own will—and reserved a- | is, the veto, to which he so much objects ;
gainst every departmeut of the General |and to get clear of which, he informs us
Government— Legislative, Executive, and | was the object for which the present con-
Judicial—as if she had a prophetic knew. [stitution was formed. I know not whence
ledge of the attempts now made to impair | be has derived his information, but my im-
and destroy them—which explanation can ' pression is very different, as to the tmmedi-
be considered in no other light than as con. | ate motives which led to the formation of
taining a condition on which she ratified, | the instrument. I have always understood
and in fact, making part of the Constitution { that the principal object was, to give to
of the U, States—extending as well to the | Congress the power to regulate commerce,
other Statesas to herself. gl am no lawyer, . to lay imposts duties, and to raise a revenue
and it may appear to be presumption in me | for the payment of the public debt, and the
to lay down the rule of law which governs | expenses of the Government, and to subjget
in such cases, in a controversy with so dis- | the aciton of the citizens individually, to
tinguished an advocate as the Senator from | the operation of the laws, as a substitute
Massachusetts, but 1 will lay it down as a|for force. 1M the object had bLeen to get
rule insuch case, which 1 have no fear that | clear of the veto of the States, as the Sena-
the gentleman will contradict, than in case | tor states, the Convention certainly per-
of a contract between several partners, if | formed their work in a mest bungling man-
the entrance of one on cendition be adwnit- | ner.
ted, the condition enures to the beuefit of | party in that body, headed by men of dis-
all the partners. But 1 donot rest the ar- | tinguished talents and influence, who com-
gnment simply upon this view; Virginia | menced early and worked earnestly to the
proposed the tenth amended article, the | last, to deprive the States—not directly,
one in question, and her ratification must be | for that would have been too bold an at.
at least received as the highest evidence of | tempt, but indjrectly—of the veto. The
its true meautng and interpretation. goed sense of the Convention however, put
If these views be correct, and I do not, down every effort, hawever disguised and
see how they can be resisted, the right of | perseveringly made. Idonot deem it ne-
the States to judge of the extent of their | Cessary to give the journaly the history of
reserved powers stands on the most solid these various and unsuccessful attempts,
foundation, and is good against every depart- | though it would afford a very iustructive
ment of the General Government, and the | lesson. It'1s sufticient to say that it was
Yudiciary is as much excluded trom an { attempted by proposing to give Congress
interference with the reserved powers, as | POWer to annul the acts of the States, which
the Legislative or Executive departments. | they might deem incousistent with the con-
To prove the oppoite, the Senator relies | Stitution ; to give to the President the pow-
upon the authority of Mr. Madison, in the | er_ofappoinunz the Governors of the States,
Federalist, to prove that it was intended to with a view of vetoing State laws through
invest the court with the power in question. | his autherity ; and finally to give to the ju-
Tu reply, I will meet Mr. Madison with his diciary the power to decide contreversies
own opinion, given on a most solemn oeca- | between lhe_&m!v.-s sqd lhe(i?mml Govern-
sion, and backed by the sagacious Com- ment ; all of _whnch failed—fortunately for
monwealth of Virginia. The opinion 5! the liberty of the country—utterly and en-
which 1 allude will be found in the celebrat. | tirely failed ; and, in their fuilure, we have
ed report of 1799, of which Mr. Madison | the strongest evidence that it was not the
was the author. It says: intention of the Convention to deprive the
“ But it is objected, that the judicial au- States of the veto power. Had the attempt
therity is to be regarded as the sole ex. | to deprive them of this power been directly
positor of the Constitution in the last resort ; | made, and fuiled, every one would have
and it may be asked for what reason, the {seen and felt that it would furnish conelu-
declaration by the General Assembly, sup- | SIV€ evidence in favor of its cxistence.—
posing it to be theoretically true, could be | Now, I would ask, what possible difierence
required at the present day, and in so sol- | can it make, in what form this attempt was
|made! Whether by attempting to confer

ern a manner. |

« On this objection it might be observed, | o0 the General Government a pewer incom-
first: that there may be instances of usurped | patible with the exercise ofithe veto on the
power, which the forms of the Coustitution | part of the States, or by attempting directly
would never draw within the control of the | to deprive them of the right of excreising
Judiciary depatment; secondly, that if th We have thus direct and strong proof,

decision of the Judiciary be raised abov

e it

on the part of each Government, of the cit- |
izens of the other, ou board of vessels en-
| gaged in the slave trade, and to estabiish o
joint tribunal for their trial and punishment. |
| The proposition was declined, not because
Iil would impair the sovereignty of either, |
but en the ground of general expediency,
and because it would be incompatible with
the provisions ef the Constitution, which
| establish the judicial power, which must be '

Government, { present
and that there is an immediate connexion | trom the
as it wou

That such is the | ing the same,
| con

stem would be as fur removed
weakness of the old confederation
\d be from the lawless and despotic
violence of consolidation. So far from be-
the difference between the
federation and the present constitution
would still be most strongly marked. 1f
there were no other distinction, the fact
that the former required the concurrence
of the States to ‘execute its acts, apd the
latter the act of a Stute te arcest :! acts,
would make u distinction as broad as the

| oeean: in the former, the vis inertie of our

ture wasin opposition to the action of the

na
system.  Not to uct, was to defent,  In the
latter, the same principle is on the vpposite

side ; activn is required to defeat.  He who
understands buman nature, will see, in this
difference, the diflerence between a feeble
and illy coutrived contederation, und the
restrained energy of a federal systemn.

Of the sane character is the objection,
that the doctrine will be the source of weuk
I{ we look to mere organization and

ness.
pbysical power as the only source of
strength, without taking into the estimate

the operation of moral causes, such would
appear to be the fact ; butif we take into the

There was unquestionably a lurge;'

e | that, in the opinion of the Convention, the |

{appointed by the President and Senate. If | estimate the latter, you will tind that those
[ am not mistaken, propositions of the same | goveriments have the greatest strength in

more dangerous to liberty than the tariff,
It has been most wantonly passed, when iy
avowed object no longer justified it 1o,
sider it as chains forged and fitted 1o thy
limbs of the State, and hung up to be used
when occasion may require. We arg

in order to justify the passage of this h.i
measure, that it was necessary (o preseqt
the elive branch with one hand, and the
sword with the other. We scorn thealter.
pative.  You huve nio right to present thy
sword. The Constitution never put the ip.
strument in your hands to be employed 5.
gainst a State; and as to tho olive braach,
whether we receive it or not, will net de.
pend on your menace, but ob our own eati.
mate of what is due to ourselves and the
rest of the community, in reference to the
difficult subject, on which wo have taken
1ssue,

The Senator fromm Maseachusetts hag
struggled hard to sustain his cause ; but the
lead was toe heuvy for him to bear. am
not surprised at the ardor ‘and zeal with
which he has entered the coutroversy. It
iv a greut struggle between power and liber.
ty—power on the side of the north and lib.
erty on the side of the south. But, whils
1 aum not surprised at the part which ths
Senator from Massachusetts has taken, |
nust express my amgzement at the princi.

{kind were made and acceded to by some of | which power has béen most efliciently
| the continental powers. checked. The Government of Rome fur- ‘
| With the same yiew the Senator cited | mshes a memoruble example. There two |
' the suitability of the States, as evidence of | independent and distinet powers existed— !
their want of sovereignty ; at which 1 must |the people acting by trites, in which the
express my surprise, coming from the quar- plebeiaus prevailed, and by centuries in
ter it does. No oue knows better than the | which the patricians ruled.  The tribines
Senator, that it is perfectly withw the com- | were the appropriate representatives of the
petency of a sovereign State to permit itself one power, and the Senate of the other;
to be sued. We have on the statute book 'each possessed of the authority of checking
|a standing law, under which the U. 8. may and overruling one another, not as depart.
| be sued in certain lund cases. 1f the pro- | ments of the government, as supposed by
Ivision in the Constitution on this pownt, the Scnator from Massachusutls, but us in.
| proves any thing, it proves, by the extreme dependent powérs—as much so as the State
|jealousy with which the right of suing aland General Governinents. A shallow cb
I'State 1s permitted, the very reverse of that | server would perceive in such an organiza-
(for which the Senator contends. |tion, vothing but the perpetual source of
anarchy, discord, and weakuess ; and yet
experience has proved that it was the most
‘powerful government that ever existed ; and
reason teaches that tins pewer was dérived
|from the very circumstance which basty
cachusetts. The doctrine of consolidation | reflection would consider the cause of weak-
which he maintains, is of recent growth. BOsS. I will venture e assertion, Wwhich
It is not the doctrine of Hamilton, Ames, |23 he considered extravagant, butin which
lor any of the distinguished Federalists of history will fully bear me out, that we have
| that period, all of whoin streuuously muin- | "® knowledge of any people n which a
! tained the federative character of the Con. PFOWEr of avresting the unproper acts of the
| stitution ; though they were accused of sup- Goversment,” o what may be calied the
iporting a system of policy, which would Begative power of government, was too
| yecessarily lead to conaulidation.  ‘The first | strong, except Polsud, where every frce-
disclosure of that doctrine was in the case | MaD posscssed a veto ; but even there, al.
of McCulloh, in which the Supreme Court though it existed in so extravagant a form,
[ held the doctrine, though wrapt up in lan. 1t Was the source of the highest and most
| guage somewhat indistinet and ambiguous, lofty attachment to liberty, and the most
Ut'he next and more open avewal was by hereic courage ; qualities that more than
| the Senator of Massichusctts himself sboug nce saved Furope from the domination of
| three years ago, in the debate on Foot's the crescent and scymetar. Itis worthy of
resolution. The first official annunciation | remark that the fate of Poland is not to be
{of the doctrine was in the recent procla-
,mation of the President, of which the bill
| that has recently passed this body, 1= the
bitter fruit.
i Mt is further objected by the Senator
| from Massachusetts, and others, aguwnst
i this doctrine of State rights, as maintamined
i in this debate, that, it" they should prevail,
| the peace of the country would be destroy-
|ed. But what if they should not prevail?
Would there be peace! Yes, the peace of
| despotism ; that peace which is enforced by
| the bayonet and the sword : the peace of
|death, where all the vital functions of Lib-
|erty have ceased. It is this peace which
[ the doctrine of State sovereignty may dis.
turb by that conthet, which, w every free
State, it properly organized, pecessaniy
exists between liberty aud power; but
which, it restrained witlnn proper limits, ia

Amang other chjections to the views of
ithe ceustitution for which I conterd, it 1s
said that they are novel. I hold this to be
a great mistake. , The novelty is not on my
| side, but on that of the Senater from Mas-

gative power of usclf, as® to the faclity
which it afforded to foreign ntluence 1
comtrofling its pulitical inprovements.

} I am not surprised that, with the wea of
a perfect government which the Senator
from Massachusetis hay formed, a guvern.
ment of an absolute wajarity, unchecked
and unrestraived, operating through a re-
presentative body, that he should be s
much shocked with what he s pleased to
call the atsurdity of State veto. But let
we tell hun, that this scheme of a perfect
governinent, as beautiful as he couceives’it
to be, though often tried has invanably fail.
ed, and has always run, whenever tried,
through the same umtorm peocess of fac-
tion, corruption, anarchy and despotisin.—
He considers the representanive principle as
the great modern ymprovement 1o iegisla-

fence und sagacity sheuld not perceive th

attributed so much to the excess of this ne- |

8O

Jtrine be opposed by utited and firm resis

ples advanced by the Senator from Geergia,
nearcst me, (Mr. Forsyth.) I had supps.
«d it was imposible, that one of his expen.

new and dangerous direction which 1
controversy 19 ubout to take.  For the firnt
titne we have heard of an ominous refercncs
to a provision in the Constitution, which [
have never kaown to be befere alluded toia
discussien, or in-connexion with any of eus
weasures. 1 refer to thut provisien i ik
Constitution, in whnch the General Gove,
pent guarantiés a republicus form of fo|
vernment te the Statcs—a power which,
hereafter if not rigidly restricted to the o
jects intcuded by the Congtitution, is des
tmed to bea pretest to interfere with e
political atfairs and domestic institutions is
manncr infinitely more dungerous than azy
otber power which has cver been exercued
60 the part of the General Government. |
had supposcd, that every southem Senat
at least, would have been awake to i
danger which menaces uy frem this nev
quarter ; and, that no sentiinent weuld
uttered on their part, calculated fo
nance the exercise of this dangerous power,
Y ith those impressious, | heard the Sei
tor with amuzenent, alluding to Carolina
as fuenishing a case wiuch called for
enforcecment of this guarantee. [oes
uot sce the hazard of ac indelinite exten
sion of thus dangerous power! Thery er
12ts 1 every southern State a domestic
stitution which would require a far lesy
construction to consider the government
every State n that quarter net to be repuby
fican; and, of course, to demand on

part of this government, a suppression
{the wnstitution to which 1 allude, in ful
ment of (he guarantee. I believe there
now no hostile (eelings combined with
Ihteal conmiderations, 1o any section, co
{nected with this delicate subpct.  But
| requires no stretch of the imagmation W
Ithe dunger, which must one day come,
[uot vigilantly watched. With the ry
strides with which this Government is 3
vaucing 1o power, a tune will come,
that not far distant, when petitions will
received, from the quarter to which |
lude, for protection : when the faith of !
guarantee will be at least as applicable
that case as the Senator from Geergis no
[thinks it is te Carolina. Unless Ins do

ance, its ultimate effect will be te drive t

 white population fror the southern Atlastr

the authority of the sovereign parties to the
Constitution, the decisions of the other de-

States unless deprived of it, possessthe veto | 4 qlutary excrcise to our moral und intel-
i power, or, what is another name for the

| LCEGGUEINL {lectual facultien. In the case of Caroliva
isame thing, the right of Nulhfication. - 1 { W

ton, aud of itself sutlicient 1o secure liber- lma‘"'
ty. 1 cannot regard itin the light in which |

partments, not carried by the forms of the
Constitutivn before the Judiciary, must Le know that there is a diversity of opimon a-
cqually suthoritative and final with decisions | Mong the friends of State Rights, in regard
of the department.  But the proper answer | 10 this power, which I regret, a9 I canuot
to this objections is, that the resolution of | but considcr it 1s a power esscntial to the
the General Asserably relates te these great | protection of the miner interexts of the coin-
and extraordinary cases in which ull the | muvity, and the liberty and the unioo of the
forms of the Constitution may prove inef. | country.—It was the very shicid of State
fectual aguinst infractions dangerous to the Rights and the only power by which that
essential 1ights of the parties to it. The | System of injustice against which we have
resolution supposes that dangerous powers contended for more than 13 years could be
not delegated, may not only be usurped and arrested; by which a system of hostile legis.
executed by the other departments, but lation, of plundering by law, which must
that tie judicial department, also, may ex. | necessarily lead to a conflict of arms cau
ercise aud sanction dangerous powers be-. be prevented.

vond the grant of the comstitution; and,| But I rest the right of a State to judge
consequently, that the ultimate night of the | of the extent of its reserved powers, in the
parties to the Constitution te judge wheth- | last resort, on higher grounds—that the
er the compact was dangervusly violated, Constitution, 1s a cempact to which the
wnust extend to violatioas by one delegated | States are parties, in their sovereign capa.
authority, as well as 1o another, by the Ju- | city, and that as in_all other cases of com-
diciary, a& ﬁcll as by the Exccutive, or the | puct between parties having ne common
Legistative.” ;

toarks on the present uecasion. I would do in the course of the discussion,
But why sMould I waste words in reply | the admissiens of the Senutor, and, among

tot « y er gl en 1 e . . .
o these or any other authorities, when it | them, the right of sccession and nulhfica- [ contlicts between the States and tiic head | intended to decide this great controversy, { would show them more of the goodnoss ®
2 ! g ure o

has been so clearly established that the | tion, which he conceded would necessarily

rights of the States are reserved againgt all | follow, if the constitution be indeed u com- {

and every department of the Government ;| pact.

that no autherity in opposition can possibly | 1 have now replied to the arguments of
shike a pusition so well established.  Nor | the Senator from Massachusetts, so far as
o 1 think it neceasary to repeat the argu- | they directly apply to the resolutions, and
mont winieh §offered, when the bill was vn. | will, in conclusion, notice some of his gen.
der discuseion, 10 show that the clause 1w ¢ral and delached remarks. To prove

{ which has cuused all this discussion, who
| does not see, if the effusion of blood be pre-
vented, that the excitement, the agitation,
jand the inquiry, which it has caused, will
i be followed by the rost benefictal conse.
iquences,  The country had sunk nto ava.
rce, intrigue, and electioueering, from
{ which nothing Iut some such event could
| rouse, or restore those honest and patriotic
{teclings, which had almost disappesred un.
der their baneful nfluence.  What Gov.
:ernmvnt has ever attuined power and.dis.
tinction without such conflictsa? Lok at
the degraded state of all those uations,
where they have been put down by the iron

rarm of the Goverument.

I, for my part, have nio fear of uny dan.!
[gerous confhict, under the fullest acknowl.

ln:dguwm of State sovereiguty; the very!
{ fact that the States may 1nterpose, will pro

{duce moderation and justice. T'he Gene.

i ral Government will abstain from the cxer- |

‘The Senator also relies upon the aulhori-’E;::plll::‘t'r:f:: (ill'a:h{:srIfl‘:'}tl:l"l::u{::lr:gclil‘:: :'::1':: lu’l(:‘o‘llm,y i g ulnuh't.hey ol [reawCE, kA R e will find § (0™ get out of the way !"—Daily Ade.
Ml i : h o , the § [} ere.tnurlhg of the States will not|in the opposite ranks, under the flag of Lb. |
yo r 1 le sate froift, to | tor from Massachusetts has himself assent- | sustain thein; while on the other hand the | erty, spirits as gallant as lus own ; and that |

which I have already rephicd so ful.!y, ou  ed, if the Constitution itself be a compact— | States will not interpose but on the convic- (‘x’;v.ncncc wihllgu-ach him, that it v 'l' o |
Fnolh;&; IOC‘:ZJBIUI{,’IU (u"l.s"“ o llhe lb;?nator} and that it is, I have shown, I trust beyond [tion that they will be supported by one- | ly e‘;xsior to carry on the 'wahr ull' ll:(;::xll'lnll‘:\ct

P e i P g v ! ¢ N ! . ¥ d

,]l:::, X :,L:.L..M: N ?31:]0:' (n;l : u not.;h(; []Oﬁil’blhly of a doubt. Having estab- | fourth of their co-States.  Moderation and exaction by bills and enactinents, than te [after throwing sor into the fire, ¥
» 3 a ny fusther re- | hishied that puint, I now claim, as 1 stated | | justice will produce coufidence, attachment, | extort by sword und bayouct, from thu brave | show « the gﬁmiu::j ::;n:h:'n !pirit" to I

'un'l patriotisin, and these, in turn, will offer
most powerful burriers agumnst the excess of |
of the confederacy. |
Jut we are told that should the doctrine !
| prevail, the present system would be as bad, |
(1f not worse, than the old eonfideration. |
{regard the assortion only as evidence of
(.hat extravagance of declaration, 1o which,
from excitement of fecling, we so often in.

ldulg". Adunt the power, und still ther

i

he does. Iustead of modern, it 130t re-
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| muy be called.

| between that view of our Government, en- | the spinit, and meving the candle towarl¥

mote origin; and has cxisted in greater or | Sagacity of a Horse.— An incident &
less perfection, inevery free State from the |curred this forenoon well caleulated to ety
remotest antiquity,  Nor do | consider at | cite adiniration for that neblest of animais,
as of itself sufficient to secure liberty, the' [the Horse. A fine, large, dark bay, 1
Fregardit as one of the mdispensable meims |19 scen duily w eur streets, attached to rs
—the ineans of securing the people against | John Tavlor's Beer Dray, was standing 18
the tvranny and oppression of their rulera. [front of Mr. Usher's grocery, w Diviasd
To sceure herty, another means is still Istreet. A load of hay coming up Dhvisicty
necessary, the meuns of securing the ditfer. | was obstructed by the dray. Asthe wagd
ent portions of society aguinst the injustice | carwe up to the dray, the man upen his I
and oppression of each other, which can|of hay said, * get out of the way.” T
only be effeccted by veto, interpasition or j dray-horee looked round, nnd seeing thet
nullificationy or by whalever name the re. | he blocked up the strect, moved round the
straining or negative pewer of Government | corner of Divisien into Greene strect, and
{after the wagon had pasxsed, backed b

The Scuator appears to be enamoured dray round into_Division street, and resi
with his cenception of a consolidated gov- i wed the cxact positien which he left #
croment, and avows himsclt to be prepared, | enuble the waggoner to pass! The Jray
secking uo lead, to rush 1n its defence, to | man was not present—no person touched &
the front rauk, where the blows full hcaviest | ren, nor was a word spoken to the’ hore
and thickest. 1 udmire his gallantry and | cxcept by the wagener, who ordered bim)

Shocking Oceurrence at Liverpool.—™
Saturday mght, a man named Mitler, wh
lodges at Ogdensweient, Litherland alles

und the frae. » [ wite and landlady, shortly afterwards thre¥
I'he Wil which has passed this body, is [some of 1t on lis wife's gown, sayng Ly

tertained by the Senator and those who act | his wite, he added, it waould burn the spirt
with bin, and that supported on our side. | witheut dannngm“'(hr gown. The moment
It has werged the taritl, and ull other ques. (the flamo of the candle was brought 101
tions connected with it, in the Ligher and di- | contact with the gown, the womun Wit L
rect issue, which it presents between the |once enveloped in ﬂur;w and so horrby
!‘<edvrul system of Governmentund consol- | burnt that she died in u'few hours.  Ver
idation. L cunsider the bill fur worse aud ' dict, aceidental death— Lio. Mercury:




