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A WOMAN'S STORY,

ZI had justeniered my seventh year
when my father, M. Veile, gave me a
new mother in the person ot the hand-
some and imperious widow ot one Col-
onel Lalor, and a brother in Mrs. Lalor’s
only child, a boy of twelve.

Albert Lalor, with his handsome face,
strong will ana pleasant way s, soon be-
came my master. ruling my impetuous
splrit with a'suceess that no one else
g conld. Madame Veile looked on with a
| proud, seltssatisfied smile, and more than
' n.'mce I'tieard her murmur in - her sweet,

imperious {ones?:”

“They must marry, Philip[;e. Your
Vi must be my Albert’s wife.’
| And my father would Jovoh and nod
| his head approvingly, eyidently well
pleased with the idea. y

3ut those happy days slipped by all too
rapidly.

My father died. Albert was finishing
xhis collegiate course. - I, in accordance

with my father’s will, was sent to  Pavis
to be finisbed under the care of his old
and valoed” friend, Madame Duponte.
Four years later I returned to my steps
mother, ¢

It was near.the close of a bleak winter
day that I'reached Gray Fell. But bleak
as it was, my handsome, stately step-
mother et me on the steps of the great
pillared portico.

¢Ah!” she exclaimed, half under her
hreath, as she held me oft a moment and
keenly scrutinized me with her great,
lustrous black eves. Then a warm smile
parted her lips, and kiss.ng me tenderly,
she added:

*You are beautiful, my child—far more
benrutifulthan I imagined. Albert will

_| be charmed. - Ah, a blush, cGearest? You

have not forgotten my old hope. thenl!
But corme, cume, dear; the air is bitterly
keen.’

And gathering np the shining length
of her black satin she swept queen-like
before me, pausing only long enough in
the hall to allow a kindly word ortwo to
the assembled servauts.

Then, with a rare condescensivn, she
led me up stairs to my chamber.

As we entered the dressing room she
glanced at the timepiece and turued to
my maid:

*Take mademoiselle’s wraps, Manton,’
she said quickly and imperiously, ‘and
then lay ont some of her handsomest
dresses;’ adding smilingly, as her -eves
returned to-me, ‘I shall superintend your
toilet this evening, my dear. Dinner
wilkbe served in less than an hour, and i
want you to nppénr at your post when
you descend to the drawing room. Al-
bert shall be dazzled at first sight.

When we entered the brilliantly Jight-
ed drawing room it was tenanted by two
persons—a haudsome. kingly looking
man, whom I recognized as my slep-
brother, and & tall, slender girl with
heavenly blue eyes, pearly skin and
a shimmering crown of pale, golden
hair. . )

I bad heard of this fair girl, and (bat
her home would henceforthi be at Gray
Fell. But for the first time it occurred
to e that ghe might be destined to step
oetween me and the man I had slowly
learned to think of ouly too tender]y.

SWith a sharp, jealous pang I extepded
my hand to Albert Lalor, who lad has-
tened to me, his fiue eyes glowing with
admiration and pleasure.

His greeting was cordial, and evident-
Iy pleased his mother, .

<But why don’t you kiss her, my son.
as iu tha old days?’ she smiled gayly.

And with an answering smile, Albert
beunt bis-gravd- head and . pressed his
 bearded lips lightly to bers. .

¢Ah, what a charming blush!’ laughed
my stepmother, touching my glowing
cheek caressingly with ber soft, white

ors.
~_Ismiled, but my heart throbbed paia-

became me so well. Beneath the pres-
sure of those bearded lips my wayward
woman’s heart had leaped-from tender-
ness to a full, fiercc. passionate love.

1lifted Ty eyes, lustrous with the new
! born feeling, to the haundsome, smiling
' face of-my brother, and again my heart
swelled with jealous pain at sight of its
apruffled calw.

But the next momenf Madame Viele
claimed my. attention.

*Vi, dearest, my great niece, Peri Hol-
brook:? She smiled.

I tutned my eyes from Albert’s face to
‘meet (he eager half-affrighted gaze of the

4arge. Samg[e 'R(jnm's]lully under the ruby velvet bodice that

| gulden haired girl Iconld not but ad-

mire.

1 bowed, and somewhat coldly accept-
ed the proflered hand, and answered the
few musical words of gentle welcome.

1Then 1 involuntarily flashed a swift

glance at Albert.

-—Ah;, how-the-blood-leaped through -my

veigs!“And how I hated the charming
staudil

creature ug before me, so regally

! abo

graceful and sweet. Yes, I hated her,

for there conld be mno mistaking the

brooding tenderness and passion with

l;which my stepbrother was regarding
er.

But only for an iastant did  his cyes
betray him; and as the pleasant hours of
the evening flew by, I grew half disposs
ed to langh dt iny jealous pain. Nevers
theless, when my stepmother followed
me to my room I smiled lightly.

‘Peri is vepy lovely, icamma, and Al-
bert seemn"to admire her.

Madau.e Viele turned a glance upon
me that covered my face with a flood of
color

‘)P@: nay,’ she laughed softly the next
Mdtany, winding her arm caressingly
me.  ‘You have no cause for jeals
ousy, my love. Albes ig aert. whole,
and kuows well that it is my wish (o see
him your busband. Kuowing this,” she
added with hanghty sterness, he ‘would
not dare brave me by luving“ ‘another.’.
Then, with a swift return to her former
tenderness, she continned: ‘My dear
child, 1 trust you can make me bappy by
loving iny handsome and noble son?’

~fDon’t rush into joalousy, Vi. Peri is
agood and beautiful girl, but Albert
gives her only a cousinly affection.
Though she is no way dependeut upon
me pecuniarly, I promised, her dying
mother to give her a-home at Gray Fell
as you know ; and you caun see, my love,
how very unpleasant it would make it
for you to bruod over a foolieh jealousy.
So, dear, put all that nonsense: ont of
your charining head and rest assured that
[am right. My eyes are keen, and in
the eighteen months she has been at Gray
Fell must mevitably have penctrated a
secret of that kind.

Of course, mamma is right,! I mur-
mured as the door closed on her 1unperial
form, and I snmmoned- Manton.

But, my maid dismissed, I sat down in
my dressing gown and stared at the
glowing coals, my thoughts aud feelings
1 an anxious whiil. Aftera time I rose,
sighing impatiently.

‘I can’t sleep; I will go down and get
a book.’ .

With the words I crept out into the

hall. Ihad traversed half its length
whea the sound of stealthy steps on t
stairs sent me with bated breath behjn
the heavy damask curtains ot a° window
near me. ‘ :
- Burglars were in my mind, but I made
no outery. The next minute the steps
passed a few feet from me, and 1 was
quickly undeceived.

A voice I well knew munrmured in
hushed tones, ‘Don’t grieve, my darling,
it will all come right. Only be  paient,
my own.’

And I felt more than beard the soft kiss
that finished the sentence.

‘Oh, Albert! Albert!’ she breathed fal-
teringly. ‘Where is it all to end? We
have done very, very wrong ,dearest..
And oh. Albert she loves yop! I saw it
in those great, passionate, dusky ‘eyes of
her’s tosuight, and in a vague terrer of
the fature, I stared almost wildly at ber
as Aunt Ray presented me.’

vain? langbed my stepsbrother softly.
And then he murmared iv graver acents:
*You say we have doie wrong, darling.
Remember that we had to choose between
two evile. Remember that my mother
‘possesses an iran will. She would have
us beth ground to powder rather than
consent to whal we'—

“Yes, yes, [ know sighed Peri, belore
be could finish the seutence I was pants
ing to hear. e, o

‘Then cease fo grieve my darling,” he
whispered. “Apd now, once more good
night.’ :

And I know he folded Lier close (0 his
heart for a brief moment.

As their doors closed noislessly upon
their retiring torms I crept weakly ‘back
to my chamber, pride. anger and despair
clulching at my heart strings.:

With a stiffed ery I flang myself pas-
sionately on the rug before the fire and
buried my face and hands in the tiger
skin covering—a pile of soft yielding
hassocks, : % '

‘Lost ! lost! to me!’ I moaned in my
fierce agony.  And then, starting ups
right, I panted with vengetul bieath.
‘But what meant (bat uufinished sen
tence? Can they”. e

And tben I paused aagd slared. b
lessly at the glowing coalf. 5N

‘Ah! I will watch? I will watgh I mut-
tered later. Fhs 78 % 3

And I shivered “at the sound of my
own low, relentless voice, . -
. 1did watch. :
Night after night they stole an hour
of blissful peace in the ante-room of . the
dimn old linrary, and night after wight I
was ruthlessly on their track. - Buu in
vain I listened to their fond speech. The
unfinished sentence I bad caught in the

ball above remaiued unfiuished.

-

8

J

*Nonseuse! Do you want to make me |

}

- ‘Yoo look like a Dbeautital spirit from

* 1t was all over now.

Bat one wild, bleak night a month
later, my task was ended. With . stifled
brath I noislessly crept from the library
to my stepmothers chamber.

She sat in her dressing gown before
the fire, lost in an enchanting book. At
my stealthy and unceremonious entrance
she glunced up.

*Great ITeaven!’ she cried, dropping
ber book and staring at me in alarm,
Are you ill, Vi?

1 Ianghed a barsh lnugh,

Ouly transferred into a Newesis,
mamima, :

‘A Nemesis!’ echoel 'my stepmother
in slow tones ot profound amazement,
the next instant adding impetuonsly,

Hades !’

1 shrngged my shoulders with another
hareh laugh.

*Comie I suid ympetuously,
1 will shord)'ou my Hades !’

She staled at me womderingly, and
hall shrunk as my little icy hand clasped
hers.

‘Softly, madame?’ I whispered, ag we
left her room. -

Directly she was standing at the slight-
ly open deer, at which I had so often
stood.

I felt her nails sink deep in the palm of
my haud as her blazing eyes rested on
the scene beyond. 1 heard her breath
come in swift, and angry gusts.

For a full mnoute she stood thus. Then
dropping my haud, she flung back
the door and swept into the dimly lights
ed room.

The pair sitting so lovingly before the
fire started to their feet. Peri- with a
sharp cry of anguish, Albert’s first
words were given (o her:

“Be brave. my lovel’ be smiled  down
upon her in accents of meling ténders
uess.”

Bat his lips ware whitc gnd his eyes
glowing,

What means all thjs? demanded Mad-
ame Viéle* 1n awldl hushed voice, gaz-
ing from one to the ether with an an-
ger before which even my fierce spirit
quuiled.

‘It means this, my mother,” replied Al-
bert, unfaltevingly, as be paced forw
and eucircled more closely the slender
form of:the patlidigirl - beside ' him. It
weans that 16¢ thres mouths Peri bas
been my wife’— "4t

“Wife!” gasped my* stepmother, stag-
gering back. as if she had received a blow
Andthen she'scrcamed pleadingly : Not
your wife Albert?’

‘Yes, mother, my wife,’ he returned,
sadly and firmly, while great tears roll-
ed over Peri’s white face. We grieved
to do it sécretly, mother, but’—

My stepmotber ffed her band,
had quite recovered herseif now.

’Silence " shie continued in those aw-
folly hoshed tones. Ask no forgivenesss?
Ask no blessing! Peri go! Leaye  this
house, now and forever. Go orstay as
you will; but know that from this hour
I never speak to youn again. From this
hour your blessiug is iy bitterest curse !
‘Mother’
¢‘Sileuce ! again commanded my step-
mother; in fearfull concentrated tove.

‘Go! Not a word! Put that creature
forth at once!’ pointing ber white finger
at Peri’s bowed head,

‘Say you forgive, mother.” pleaded Al-
bert. -Say’——, ., .

‘Silénce!’ almost -thundered Madame
Viele, her face ghastly as the dead.

He turned sway then. A

‘Come, my darling, we will go,” he
?:ﬂmnnd with ‘infinite tenderuess to

Come and

She

A;d catching tip a cloak ard hood she
had ‘cast there only a few hours before,he
wrapped her tenderly in them and Jed

ber to the deof.
and lvokod back at
Madame Viele. }

‘Farewell mother,’ they said softly,and
Heaven forgive us aud youl’

Madame gaged stonlly at them with.
out word or gesture, and they sighed and
tarned awse.

Diveetly the hall door clanged heavily
after them, .As it did so my slepmother

t calmly to me:
“i".‘& sorry s:?;':. Vi, she sald briefs
Iy, in num. evetitones. ‘Letus go to

nd with firm step and erect form she
led me up to my room. There she kisss
ed me good-night, saying calmly as she

clom the doo

‘From this moment ‘hey are dead to
us. Never mention their names nl’
1 had sated my

vengeances - . - : 1

‘It llahwelll' I said as my head touched

J Wit :
days came and went. My -step.

mother was erect, cold and impeiious as
ever..; Not by word, look or tone did
she betray her secret suflering, But ut
the end af the year she had lost every
vestage of youth and health. A pale,
gaunt old woman. she sat in her chair
uow. 3 L S

Oue morning she called me to her. It
was on my nineteenth bivthday.

Vi, she said curtly, itis all Desd Sea

1alof the worst of the roiten wooden

froit.

1 gazed at her, dimly eompnhewng.

her meaving. Then she said.

“They have a little daughter, Vi, and
they nave named her atter me—1sy La~
lor, Vi, Shall weo bave them buck,

i

She looked at me wisttally, There was
a brief strife betwuen the'good and the
evil, and then [ replied: .

‘It is Dead Sea fruit. mamms. We
will have theum back. I can look upon
Albert as my brother now,’

‘Thank Heaven!” excluimed Madame
Vicle. .

And three days laler Albert, Pere and
i‘l_u:lliulo Ray were established at Gray

el

THE FUTURE OF MEMPHIS,

.

(Baltimore Sus. ]

Th Memphis gnarrantine has been
raised at’last by the appearance of* frost
and ice. Sinee the disease broke out
there have been about fitteen hundred
cases, and between four and five hundred
deaths there from it. ‘This, however,
represents but a small part of the losses
suffered by the afflicted commuuity.
Thousands of people have been driven
from their homes into an expeunsive exile
the costs and ivecouvenience of which
they could ill bear. All business has
been suspended tor months, and the city
cut off from all but telegraphic commus
nicationwith the world oatside. The
dreadful scenes in 1878 wereyepeated ia
1879, on a smaller ¢cale, to be sure. for
tee reason that there were fewer persons
to take the disease. The question is:
Will the yellow fever returs to Mem]
phis in 1880 If it should 1he proposition
to abaudon the persent site of - the city '
tor one which is Jess thorouglhly satnrated
with the germs of pestilence will proba.
bly be considered. One of the best
and mosy energetic business men of
Memphis, who I8 universally respected
and trusted by the citizens of the place,
said not long ago that he liked Memphis
very much as a p'ace ef residence and to
do business in,.that he had had the fever
twice aud considered himself pretty well
acolimnated, butif it broke out the e again
uext scason he meant to depart permas
neutly and take his household goods
elsewhere. He did not feel equal to the
intense meuntal strain to which such
sceues as he had been wituessing during
the fever years exposed him. Doubts
less this gentleman’s feeling is shared by
many moie basiness men ot Memphis,
and if the city should lose in this way
some of its more enterprising citizens
would enfler from a greater calamity
even than the visits ot the fever., These
are periodical and intermit(ent; but the
volunteer migration of a town’s best
citizens is a permanent aud fatal loss.

Heuce it begomes of the utmost import-
ance fcr the people of Memphis to know
in good time—at ouce, in fact—whether
the sanitary measures which are being
pursucd there, and which.were scarcelv

CRIME NORTI AND soUTH.

The Northern papers that are iniwmis
cal to the South are eteruslly harpivg
upon the crimes committed in our sec-
tion. Whilst all who have paid aby at-
tention to the matter know that the
proportion of crimes is much grester in -
she North, yet for party purposes hostile
jouruals ure constantly referring to the ,
criminal statistics of the South, and are
misleading their own readers. We were,
therefore, pleused to see that Senator
Butler, of South Caroli
trouble to iustitate a comparison of the
crimes of his own Svace with these of-
Massachusetts, where .1t is . bonsted
American civilization is highest and ed-
ucation is most general. The compari.
son is by means flattering or pleaxing to
the “culture and refinemeut” of a sentiagps,
that effects superiority m all things,

vestigutions

“Souath Caroliua in 1870, with'a pop-
ulation of 705,606, had 2343  paupers,
supported at an expense of ' $224,80);
Muasachusetts at the same tive, with a
population about double that of South

South Carolina had 732 prisoncrs; Mas~
sachusetts had eight times as many. In
the same year Massachusetts had 8 times
as many insane persons ns South Ouros
lina. ‘T'he nationalties of the prisonera
of both States are thus divided: Of
Sonth Carolina’s 732 convicts, 130 were
uative white, 584 colored and 18  of
foreign birth, against 10562 native white,
139 colored und 1235 foreign. in - the
2526. prisoners of Massachusetts.”

It is not contented that there is'any

clusely that educatiop and wealth *have
not conspired to malfe the crimingl stas
tistics of Massachusetts as low a8 those
of a{State where the negroes are in great
nnmbers and furnish nearly all of the
criwinals, What is true of South Curo«
lina is true of the Sonth generally.
believe that the statistics of crime would
show that there are five white criminals
throughout the Notth in proportion to
population to one white crimigul in the
Soubll.—-ﬂlar. ”

Gleanings.

One way to let people know you are
not going to the poor house is to wear
rings outside your gloves,

A petrified woman has been discover-
ed near Halifax. It in supposed that

relaxed during the height of the pestis
lence, are of such a character and so effis
cient as to insure the immunity of ihe
city from a return of the plague next
year and its safety in the immediate fu-
ture, and until an effective aud encrgetic

rmanent municipal government shall
K:vo bee: established. The ‘taxivg dis~
trict’ ot Mempbhis notoriously has had no
fuuds to expend in large sauvitary operas

tions, nor cau much aid be expected from |

the national board ot health. Early in
the last spring, however (he eguergetic
cijizens and business men of the town
took the matter in theirown hands and
ptoceeded to act iudopundeu(l'y of the
crippled municipal machive, They ap-

inted carefully selested committees to
ay ont work and see it well done, to col-
lect funds andc disburse them with intel~
ligence and economy. These committees
~ere in the midst of their work last sums
mer whea the pesijlence troke out, These
works include the closing up of- several
Athousands of vaults and their defectation
with lime and other disinfectants, with
the substitntion of earth closets iustead
of them. Tney include the improvement
of the sources of the drinking watery
wauy of the cisterns being hopelessly |
foul. Mewmphis caniiot yet afford to cons
struct peimanent water works, but has a
partial su 'l{‘:tw_uu from Wolt riyer
through ¢ cuterprise,” which ay
be extended o general use, (lou the
removal of the vaults aud changing of
the cistérns may go far (o obviate fuiure
difficulties, I'he citizuns have also un-
dertaken and expect to complete by next
season the cleansing of the filkhy bayou
which traverses the city, and the remov-

pavements, with the substitute in their
stead of academized or sandad and grav-
eled roadways. These various improve~
ments have n steadily pushed and
will be evergetically carried forward
during the coming winter aud ¢priug, so
that it is to bo hoped that Mémphis wnay
be ade secure against another visit of
the dreadful plague uvtil (ime has been
ﬁnined to permanently insure all the
“iuiu[ppl towns agaivst the yellew
ver. -

Noruine 10 FEAR.—A judge was pres
pndu‘udhw lecture, and had every
chair and table in his study covered with

open books, from which hie was coliect~
jcg material. sister, s, uns
dertook to put the a L in order

with the foll result; he!
SvEteshlme v
s ¢
and crtady We. snall” ot bo. Eieq
S ; e
when he comes home [” mrx.ﬁ

And sure enough, when

the room, Biddy had‘ produced thi

law books from the shelves, had opened |
in imitation of tho sepect sie 3
them in, and he was left to. go on with | *
his lecttiré as best be might with - the | *®
aid of precedents of B eelection. |

her husband gave her $10 without asx~
ing to get a new bonnet, snd she was
petritied with astomshment.

There’s many a girl called a “daisy”
before marriage, who, after & few years,
looks like a faded old “buttercup.’
Thera may not be much poetry about
thiy assertion, but its the truth.

‘An Eastern paper alleged thita youth
in Connecticut, engaged to a girl, laconi-
caully deserted her with the following
note: “Money is scarcn and gitls are
plenty. Guess I will give up the coue
tract.”

A listle wifv is leaning over her hus<
band’s chair and stroking his beard in the
most affectionare mnnnord. “Well, well,
Julia,” says the husband, y
tender’ to-night, Heigh ho loarﬁ woudir
how much iz will it cost wme this tiwe!”

A lameniable mistake was made by a
girl in 8t. Louis not long siuce. She
warried a man under tke impression that
[he was her. father’s coachmun, swud he
turned out to be a lbﬁcu} vobleman,

and then mars its beauty by spilling »
drop of ink oa ity he first swears in
scientific maoner for a few moweuts, nnd

tells her it is o kigs.

The Tate Bishop of Exerter was sit-
ting one day at Juncheon with hia wifs
and A lady, whzu the hostess inquired
anxiously of her husband if the wution
was to his liking. “My " dear,” replied
the bishop

is supporting and g-ﬂﬁ.m  for sess
enty-five stadents in the State Uliiverdl
ty at Oxford. He is a ‘weslthy nan,
and every year gives ands of dol.
Inrs towards ut
of his Siate.

You way talk
that sort of th

“'Tie Hood fwsd mow swotns 19, over|

SO0, - e

had taken the

Here'is toe result of Senator Butler’s in~

Curolina had 8036; on June 1, 1870, -

mistake in the figures. They show con-

we

_ure very

She pronounced bim . shisipg fraud,
land wants a divorce. R Bal g
o i SREE e s
hhuu"h.:i_.l:pér ona m.-k ”'.m" hia .t:f

then draws a circle around the blot, uud

, with his courteons little vow, '
“iv is like you?(. old and tender™ '+
Dr. C. M. Vaiden, of Vaiden, Misn., '




