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| Geautiiat than I

|

" | claimed my atteution.
“Vi; dearest, my-great niece, Peri Hol~{-
1 brook.”

A WOMAN’S STORY,

Z1 had justeniered my seventh year
when my father, M. Veile, gave me a
| new mother in the person of (ke hand-
some and imperious widow ot one ~Cole
onel Lelor, and a brother in Mrs. Lalor’s
only child, a boy of twelve.

Albert Lnlur, with his handsome mn
strong will'and pleasant way s, soon bet
came iy master. ruling -my . impetuoug|
splrit with a success that no. one else
conld. ‘Madame Veile looked on with ‘&
proud, seltvsatisfied smile, and more than
once I heard her marmar in her sweet,
imperious tones:

‘They must -marry, Philippe.
Vimust be my Albert’s wifo.”

And my father would laugh and nod
| Lis" bead  approvingly; eyidently well
pleased with the jdea}

But those'happy days sllpped by all too
4 rapidly.’

My father died. Albert was finishing
Lis collegiate course. I, in accordance
with my father’s will,.was sent to’. Pari¢
to'be finisbed under the care of his old
and valued friend, Mudnme Duaponte.
Four years later I returned to my steps
mother,

It was near the close of a bleak winter
day thet I reached Gray Fell, But'bleak
a3 it was, my handsome, stately step-
mother met me on the steps of the great
pillared portico.

‘Al !’ she exclaimed, half under her
hreath, as she held me oft 4 momeut and
keenly serutinized me with her great,
lustrong black oyes. Then a warm smile
parted her l'lps, and kiss.ng me tendelly,

Your

*You are b@nliful; v. child—far more |
warpePt= Wil
ohaetymed.  Ab.a blpsh 2ere-—2

have not forgotten my old hope. - t
‘But come, come, dear; the air i u blt(elly
keen.’

And gathering up the abinlng length
of hier black satin she- swept queen-like
before me, pausing only long enough in
the hali to allow a kindly word ortwo to
the assembled servauls.

led me up stairs to my chamber.

As we entered the dressing room- she
glanced at the timepiece and turuned to
my maid:

*Take mademoiselle’s wrnps, Manton,’
she said quickly and imperiously, ‘and
then lay oub some of her handsomest
dresses;’ addmg smilingly, as her eyes
retarned to me, ‘I shall superintend your
toilet this evening, my dear. Dinner
till be served in less than au hour, and I
want you to appear at your bost when
you descend to the drawing room. Al-
bert shall be dazzled at first sight.

When we entered the brilliantly light-
ed drawing room it was tenanted by two
persons—a handsome. kingly looking
man, whom I recognized as my step-
brother, aud a tal, slender girl with
heavenly blue eyes, pearly “skin and
a shimmering crown of pale, golden
hair.

I bad heard of this fair girl, and that
her home would henceforth be at Gray
Fell. But for the first time it occurred
to me that she might be destined to step
octween me and the man I bhad slowly
learned to think ot only tvo tenderly.

With a sharp, jealous pang I extended
my hand to Albert Lalor, who had has-
tened to me, his fine eyes glowing with
admiration and pleasure.

His greeting was cordial, and evldent-
ly pleased his mother,

‘But why don’t you kiss her, my son.
a8 iu tha old days?’ she smiled gayly.

And with an answering smile, Albert
bent his gravd head and pressed his
bearded lips lightly to bers.

‘Ab, what'a charming blush I’ laughed
my stepmother, touching my glowing
cheek caressingly with her soft, white
figners.

Ismiled, but my heart throbbed "paia-

tully under the ruby velvet bodice that
lbocnme me 8o well; Beneath the pres~

sure of those bearded lips my wayward

woman’s heart had leaped from tender-
{ ness to a fall, fiercc, passionate love.
1lifted my eyes, lustrous with the new
born feeling, to the handsome, smiling
face of my Urother, and again my heart
swelled with jealous pain at sight of its
anruffied calm.

But the next momenf Madame Viele

,sll@ﬁ,m.i_l,ed'. Lauisis o

) | ligrned my eyes from Albert’s face to
'meet the eager half-affrighted gaze of the
golden haired girl I could not but ad~
mire.

1 bowed, aad somewhat coldly accept-
ed the proflered band, and answered the
few musical words of gentle welcome.
Then 1 involuntarily flashed a swift
glance at Albert.

Ah, how the blood leaped through my
veins! And how I hated the charming

“E‘;ﬂ»

I'hen, with a rare condescensivn, she |

grnceful and sweet. Yu, T hud her.
for there could be no mistaking the
lirooding tenderness and passion with
which my ntopbrolher was regarding
her.

But only for an instant did his ‘eyes
‘betray hiin; and as the pleasant hours of
the evening flew by, I grew half disposs
ed to langh at my jealous pain. Nevers
theless, whev my “stepmother followed
me to my room I smiled lightly.

“‘Peri is very lovely, ramma, and Al-
bert seems to admire her. "

Madame Viele turned a glance “wpon
me that covered my face wilh a flood of
color. .

‘Nay, nay, she laughed softly the next
instaé, winding hei: arm ecaressingly
abont me. - ‘You have no cause for jeal«
ousy; my love,
and.kuows well that it is my wish o sce
1| him your huam\ud. Kuowing this,” she
added with qugh(y sterne¢s, he ‘would
not dare brave me by loving another.’
Then, with a swift return to her former
Menderness, she continned: ‘My dear
child, I trust yon can make me happy by
loving my handsome and noble son?’

‘Don’t rush into jenlousy, Vi. Peri is
agood and beauntiful. girl, but Albert
gives ber only a cousinly. affection.
Though she is no way dependent upon
me pecaniarly, I promised her dying
mother to give hewa home at Gray Fell
a8 you know ; and you can‘soe, my lovu.
how very unpleuant 1t would mak
for you to bruod over a'foolieh jealouly.
So, dear, putiill that nonsense  out of
vour charming head and rest w
L am right. My eyes aro k

m “Sysmitably: h’yo mtﬁ
secret of that kind.) - :
0L« ¢onFse, inamma is right,’ I mu

form, angd I snmmoried Manton.

Bat, my maid dismissed, I sat do¥n in
my dressing gq‘wn and stared at the
glowing coals, my thoughts aud~ mellugt

8ig IS0
a book.”

With the words I crept out into the
hall. Ihad traversed half its length
whean the sound of stealthy uope on_the
stairs sent me with bated breagh bebind
the heavy damask curtains ot a - wndow
near me.

Burglars were in my mind, but Fmado
no outery. The riext minnte the steps:
passed & few feet from me, and 1 ‘was
quickly undeceived.

A voice I well knew murmured  in
hushed tones, ‘Don’t grieve, my darling,
it will all come riglit. OHy be' patient,
my own.’

And I felt more than heard the soit klss
that finished the sentence.

- *Oh, Albert! Albert!’ she breathed fal-
teringly. ‘wWheére isitall to end?  We
have done very, very wrong ,dearest.
Aud oh. Albert she loves you! I saw it
in those great, passionate, dusky eyes of
her’s to-uight, and in a vague terror of
the future, I stared almost wildly at her
as Aunt Ray presonted me.’

‘Nonsense! Do you want to make me
vain? laughed my step-brother softly.
And then he murmured in graver acents:
*You say we have done wroug, darling.
Remember that we had to choose between
two evils. Remember that my mother
possesses an iron will. She would have
us beth ground to powder rather than
“consent to what we’—

“Yes, yes, [ know sighed Peri, before
he could finish the seulence I was pants
ing ‘to hear.

‘Then cease to grieve my darling,’ ho
whispered. ‘And now, once more good
night.’

And I know he folded her close to hh
heart for a brief moment.

As their doors closed noislessly upon
their retiring forms I crept weakly .back
to my chamber, pride. anger and despair
clutching at my heart strings.

With a stiffed cry I flaung myself pas-
sionately on the'rug before the fire and
buried my face and hands in the tiger
skin covering—a pile .of soft yielding
hassocks.

‘Lost! lost! to me!’ I moaned in my
fierce agony. And then, starting ups
right, I panted with vengetul bieath.
‘But what meant that unfinished sens
tence? Can they’————

And then I paused and al.nred breaths
legsly at the glowing coalf.

‘AhT T will wateh? I with watch Fmute
tered later.

And Ishivered atthe sound of my
own low, relentless voico.

I did warch.

Night after night they stéle an hoar
of blissful peace in the ante-room of the
diw old linrary, and night after night 1
was rathlessly on their track.  Buay in
vain I listened (o their fond speech. The
unfinisbed sentence I had caught in the

creature smudwg beroro me, 80 regally

ball above remaiued nufinished.

Albort s heart whole, |

gon .d in |
| the eighteen months she has b&—a :

mured as the door closed on her 1mperial |

10 an anxiops. whhl. Aftera time I ron, }

: I
‘I can’t oleop, I willgo down nnd m-‘

| had quite recovered hersell now.

But one wild, bleak night a month
later, my task was ended. With  stifled
brath I uoisleasly crept from the llbmy
to my stepmotbers chamber.

She sat in her dressing gown bolbn
the fire, lost in an enchanting book. ' At
my stealthy and unceremouiou entrance
she glznced up,

“Great ITeaven !’ she cried , “dropping
ber book and staring at me in alarm.
Arve you ill, Vi?

1 langhed a harsh langh.

Ouly transferred into a Newesis,
mamma, ?

‘A Nemesis!’ echoél my stepmother
in elow’tones of profound amazement,
the next instant adding impejuously,
-*You look like a beanmul -plm from
Hades !’

1 shrugged my ahouldor- wllh lnolher
harzh lmgh.

“*Come I said mpe!non.ly.
1 will show you iy Hades!’ :

She stared at me woudorlngly, and
half shrunk as my little lc) bnd dupd
bers.

‘Softly, madame?” I wlxi-perod a8 we
left her room,

Direetly she was lllndln‘u thuligb&-
ly opeui ¢oor, at which l hld 80 ollen
stood.

I felt her nails sink doop in tbn pﬁlm of
my hand as her blazing eyes mhd
the scene beyond. . I heard hier
come in awift, and -ngrr

For & Salligikaie shamial TRk’ “rfu
dropping my haod, she ifluag . back
tl‘dnor and'sy pﬂnw ( dwly

Comud

Q

| Mernonin
= emphll.
and trasted

her meaving, Then she said.

“They have a little dangbter, Vi, and
they nave named her msiter me—Iay La-
l3r Yi. Shall we bave them buck,

he ed at me wistinlly, There was
a briefs(¥ife between the good aud the
ovil, and then I replied:

It 18 Dead Sea fruit. mamms., We
will bave them back. I can ook upon
Albert as my brother now ..

'v“'l‘hnuk Heaven!’ exclalmed Madame
cle

And three days lnter Albert, Pere and
kl_m"ume Ray were established’ at Gray

o .

THE FUTURE OF "ﬂ'.llo

[Baltimore Suo. 1

Th Memphis quarraiitine las becn
raised at last by The appearance of frost
and ice. - Since the disense broke out
thetre have been about fitteen —-hundred.
cases, and between lourmd five hundred
deaths there from it howevor, |
represents but a small paﬂ of the lonel
suffered by the afflicted communily.
‘Lhousands of people bave been driven
from their homes into an expensive exile
the costs and inconvenience of which
they could ill bear. All business has
been"suspended tor months, aud the city
cut off (rom all bat lelefuphie commus

nigationwith the world  outside. The
on a smaller ecale, to be sure. for
(tee reason that there were lewel rsons

ill the yellow fever ret m to Mem?
s in 1880 It it should the propomloi'l
8: one which is less thoroughly satnrated
ith the prm of pestileace will proba-
ener, geﬂc business men of

by universall

saiu not long ago that he liked

“Wife i’ gasped niy qu 5
gering back a3 if she had received a ) m
And thon she screa Mncm )tu
your wife Atbert.?’ :

‘Yes, motlier, my wife,’ liq thr-ed,
sadly and firoily. while great tears roll-
ed over Peri’s white face.. - We. grieved
to do it secretly, mother, but’'<=

My stepmother lifted her hand.

|

*8he

’Silencel’ she continued in: those aw-
fully hmshed tones. Ask no forgivenasss?
Ask noblessing! Peri 'go!  Leaye “ this
house, now and forever. Go or gtny us
you will; but know that from this hour
I never speak to.you again.  From: this
hour yoar blessing is‘my bmaml cuarse !

‘Mother’

‘Silence !¢ again commanded my step-
mother, in fearfull concentrated tones.

‘Gol Not a'word!'Pat ¢hat creature
forth at once!’ pointing ber white finger
at Peri’s bowed head, )

‘Say you forgive, mother.’ pleaded Al-
bert. -Say’-——

‘Silencel” almost. thundered Madamo
Viele, her face ghastly as the dud.

Hetarned away then.

‘Come, my dnrling. we  will go,” he
?ur:’-mnred wlth iufinite tenderuvess to

erl.

And catching up a cloak and hood she
had cast there only:afew hours before,he
| wrapped her tendesly in them and led
her to the door.

Then the gamd and Jooked back at
Madame

‘Farewell molhel’ ’ they said eoftly,and
Heaven forgive ‘s and your !’

Madame stonily at- them with.
out word or gesture, and they sighed and
tarved awae.

Directly the hall door clahged heavily
.after them. As it did so my stepmother
turved calmly to me:

I am sorry for You, Vi, she said bLriefs
Iy, in stern, even toues. ‘Letus go to
bed i P

And with firm step and erect form she
led me up to my room. There she kisss
ed me gooJ night, nyiug calmly as she
closed the doort

‘From this moment ‘hey are dead to
us. Never mention their names again!’

It was all over now. 1 had ulod my

| vengeance. '
1 uld as nfy head touched

‘Itis welll’
my pillow.

The days came and went. = My step.
mother was érect, cold and impeiious as
ever. .Not by word, Jook  or . tone . did
shie betray her secret lnﬂcring. Bat at
the end at the year she had loct every
vestage of youth and health, * pale,
gaunt old- woman. she sat in her chnir

1HOW.
It
Vi, she said curtlv, it is all’

i

the ¢

‘ m::tommro he immunit;

mdrul scenes in 1878 were repeated ia

\vlakc the disease, ! on is:

abandon the persont site of the city

Ny be cousidered. * One of - the best
citizens of tlm‘

L z'&.?“mwm--~

ance lorr
in good t at,once, in facl—w. ¥
initary measures which are being
there, and which were scarcelv
Mduﬂu the height of the
are of such a character and so
y
city from a return of  the plague ﬁmnt
year und its safety in the immediate-

rinanent municipal . government shall
I‘::vo bee:: established. "The ‘laxing diss
trict” of Memphis ndtoriously has had no
funds. to expend in large sanitary opera~
tious, nor c¢an much aid be expected from
the national board ot health. Early in
the last spring, however the energetic
cijizens and busivess men of the town
took the matter in their own hands and
proceeded to act independently of the
crippled municipal machine. They ap-
pointed carefally selested commitiees t
lay out work and eee it well done, to col-
lect funds and disburse thewn with iutels
+ligetice and economy, These coamittees
~ere in the midst bf their work last sums
mer whea the pest{lence troke out, These
works include the closing up of several
thousands of vaults and their defectation
with lime and other disinfectants, with
the sabstitution of earth "closets instead
of them. They include the improvement
of the sources of the drinking walter,
mauy of the cisterns being bopelessly
foul. Memphis cannot yet afford to cons
striuct permanent water works, but has a
partial auprly of water from Wolf riyer
through private enterprise, which way
be extended to general use, though the
removal of the vaults aud changing of
the cisterns may go far to obviate future
difficulties, ‘I'be citizens have also un-
dertaken and expect to complete by next
season the cleansing of the filthy bayou
which traverses the ciiy, and the removs
al of the worst of the roften wooden
pavements, with the substitute in their
stead ofacademized or sanded and grav-
eled roadw ni) These various improve-
ments have been steadily pushed and
will be energo(icnlly carried torward
during the coming winter and spring, so
that it is to be hoped that Memphis may
be made secure against another visit of
the dreadtul plague until.time has been
g:h:ed to permanently insure all the

ississippi (owus against the yellew
fever.

NorriNeg 10 FEAR.—A judge was pres
paving & law lecture, -and had every
chair and table in his sfudy covered with
open books, from whidh hi was coliect~
irg material. His sister, - Miranda, uns
dertook to put the aparfhent in order
with the following result; Biddy,; her
chief of staff. eager to be of use, shut up
all the books and put them on the shelves.
‘Miranda returned to the room in—horror
and ‘cried, _‘“We shall both be killed
when he comes home!”- Nivir ye lear,
mnm, said Biddy. ‘DIl make it all right.?
nd sure enough, when the jndge saw

room, Biddy had 'produced thirty
law books from the shelves, had opened
in.imitation of the aspect she had fonnd
them in, and he was left to go on with
his lecturc as best he might with the
aid,of precedents of Bidy’s selection,

One morning she called me to her.
ad  Sea
froit.

was on my ninéteenth kirthday.
1 gazed at ber, dimly eomprehendlng

pREREURERNENLY ST S
_'The Hood faud now awcunts to over
$15,000.,

| that effects -

{

bis clusely the

" ,‘ P i
pooplc ‘of Memphis to know
putlv her hﬁhn‘d{p l

ture, and until an effective and onorgmc ’

The Northern pupon
cal to the South are ete!
the crimes ¢ '
"3" Whilst all who |
tention to the matter kne
proportion of crimes is-
she North, yet for party
jouruals are consta 4
criminal statistics
misleading their own ¥ m
therefore, pleased to '
Batler, of South Carolina, lld h&;’ﬁ'
trouble to iustitute a
criges of bis owa Stute with &e." of
Massachosetts, where 1t is h@lﬂ
American civilization is’ and ‘ed-
ucation is most generul. Mpsi
son is by means ﬁukm mn
the “culture and NWIPM” a

ulation of 705,606, had 2343
supported at an ex of
Massachusetts at the same tim
population about double that
Ourolina‘l;:d -8036; 10!5 June 1,. 18705
South Carolina bad 733 prisoncrs; Muss
mhuuttalndemhtﬁmqu | o O
the same
a8 waAny insune persons s’
lina. ‘T'ho nationalties of ‘the
of both* States are thus
Santh Carolina’s 732 conviots,
nalive white, 584 Qolm
Horeign birth
139 oolorod
2526 pd
It i
mista

B

.

. A petrified woman
ed ‘near Malifax :

pﬁ a new bonnet,
with man-t.:

 looks hko a f.d-it old
There way not be much poetry’
this @ssartion, but its the truth.* "‘f' Bild

An Eastern ‘alleged thata youth -
in Conneencut,?.n‘;:god to a girl, gvndn
cally deserted her with the »following
note: “Money is scarch and ‘hl-
plnty Guess I will give np the
tract.”

A little wife is leaning over her lmu-
band’s chair and stroking his beard in the
most affectionate manner. *“Well, well,
J ulu, says the husband, you ure very
tender to-night. Heigh hol T wonder
how much it will it coss we this time!”

A lamentable mistake was made by a
gicl in St. Louis not_long, singe.. Shu
married 2 man under tLe impression that
he was ber father’s coachuiun, und he
turned out to be a. Mexican nobleman,
She pronounced him a shining fraud,
and wants a divorce.

After an enthusiastic lover spends two
hours’ hard labor on a letter to his gir
and then mars its beauty by 3.&:. a
drop of ink ou it, he first sw ina
scientific wanner for & few mowents, and
then draws a circle around ‘the blot, and
tells her it is & kiss, :

‘The late Bishop of Exerter was sit-
ting one day at luncheon with his wife
and a lady, when the hostess inqnired
anxiously of her husband if the wutton
was to his liking.  “My dear,” replied
the bishop, with his courteouna little vow,

“it is like yourself, old and tender.”

Dr. C. M. Vaiden, of Vaiden, Miss.,
is supporting and paying suition for seis
enty-five studentsio the State Universis
ty at Oxford. He is a wealthy wan,
and every year gives thourands of dols
lars towards the educatiou of the “youth
of his State.

You wmay talk’ ubout quality and dl
that sort of thmg, hnt, until & woman.
can go a week’s journey ‘with 1o ovher

baggage than a ele_nn“hwdkvrebrfwi u
to)thbrush, she ean neyer hope tu ;
Y & [mtmlrnporﬁt
lqubom nature’s lords of lln uu-

vam.

A belated husband, lqulq i
dark for a watch with. which
the gas, and andibly expre
appointment, was rendered:
an instant by his  wife
rleepy voice that he had k
and look for them, and M go
ling avound in' ‘the da
things.
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