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DOINGS OF THE WEEK

NEWS REVIEW OF
CURRENT EVENTS

Ope!_lint of New Cong'reu_
Kansas City Wins the
G. O. P. Convention.

By EDWARD W, PICKARD

PRWED tor lively fights on varlous
issues, the Seventleth congress be-
gan its first session on Monday, The
house immediately re-elected Nicholas
Longworth, but organization of the sen-
ate and compmittee assignments in both
houses was delayed. With the open-
ing of the senate on Tuesday came the
first gun In the battle over the seating
of Frank L. Smith and W. S. Vare,
senatorg-elect from Illinols and Penn-
sylvania respectively, Norris of Ne-
braska led off with a resolution sum-
marily refusing the two membership
in the senate. Counter resolutions by
‘their friends, that they be allowed to
take the' oath of office and that the
charges, of corrupt election practices
be referred to the committee on priv-
ileges and elections, were offered. On
Wednesday Senator Borah had his say
in support of the latter resolutiens
and’ the senate, by a vote of 53 to 28,
declded that Smith could not take the
. oathg | Later the same action was
taken in the case of Vare. Both cases
were referred to the Reed committee
on cadmpalgn expenditures.
PRESHI!ENT COOLIDGE'S message,
read to congress Tuesday, was u
straightforward, business-like docu-
ment, setting forth the needs of the
country 4% he saw them and advjsing
.'gp‘,“to‘q_t Itutlﬂ'e. JHe: did l}ﬂt with-
‘draw” & stop In his attitdde’ on con-
troversial questions and consequently
.the mesgage in |is efitirety was pleas-
“ing only to his thick ‘and thin support-
ers. The program he recommended for
the ‘mation may be summarized thus:
Farm relief—creation of a federal farm
board to administer a:revolving fund
to ald co-operatives. Flood control—
Construction of dikes, spillways and
aids to navigation In the lower Missls-
sippi. Taxaton—Moderate reduction
as recommended by Secretary Mellon.
Merchant marine—stop further build-
Ing and turn ships over to private
ownership.” Inland navigation—Pro-
jection of the Gulf-to-the-Atlantic wa-
terway through the St. Lawrence.
Panama ¢canal—Construction of $12.
000,000 dam at Alhajuela for flood pro-
tection. National defense—An army
large enough for protection of the na-
tion with generous supply of offi-
cers; more crulsers, alrplane carriers
aid submarines for the navy but no
participation in a navy building race.
The President also urged strict en-
forcement of prohibition and again
asked that the Chief Executive be
given authority to act during coal
strikes. In the matter of foreign rela-
tions he recommended understandings
with other nations toward outlawing
wur and pegotiations of covenants not
out of harmony with the Constitution.
The President's farm relief proposi-
tion not at all suit the corn belt
men ; his recommendations as to taxes
was at variance with the ideas of the
ways and means committee, which on
the same day introduced its bill call-
Ing for'a‘tax reduction of $232,735,000,
much greater than was favored by Sec-
retary Mellon: the limitation of flood
control work to the lower Mississippl
was contrary to the views of a greal
many who advocate a much more com-
prehensive policy; the “big navy"” men
were not satisfied with his program
for. fighting ships, and both partiee
are gplit op his merchant marine
policy, ~
WEDNESDAY President Coolidge
submitted his annual budget mes-
sage, and agaln warned congress that
taxes should not be reduced by more
than $225,000,000. The budget he offered
for the fiscal year 1920 calls for total
expenditures, exclusive of those of the
postal gervice, amounting to $3.550;
937,081 This is about $64.000,000 less
than the estimated expenditures of the
current fiseal ‘year of 1928, but repré
sents an Increase of about $63,000,000
over actual disbursements of the fiscal
year 1027,
On the basis of estimated receipts.
for the fiscal year 1029 of $3,800,407;

Postage Rate Changes
ecommended by New

In recommending changes In post-
age rates, Postmaster General New
transmitted a cost ascertainment re-
port on the handling of the mails and
other geryices showlng operations were
conducted at a pet loss of $28914,716
last year, First-class mail was the

only class showing a profit, It having
been  $88,174, while second-el

mall, pewspapers and

814, President Coolidge predicts a sur-
plus of $252540,283, assuming no
change in the present revenue laws.

He estimates the surplus for the cur-
rent fiscal year at $454,283,808, this
figure representing the difference be-
tween estimated receipts of $4,075,508,-
081 and expenditures amounting to
$3,021,314,285.

The President allows approximately
$645,000,000 for the purely defense
beeds of the nation durlag the year
ending June 30, 1920, an increase of
approximately $20,000,000 over the
sum made avallable for defense last
year. According to the President's
figures, navy estimates for the next
fiseal year are $302,167,020, an Incrense
of $14,200,043 over this year, For the
army the budget estimates provide
$201,331,833. The navy total, however,
containg approximately $9,000,000 for
retired pay for officers and enlisted
men, an item not included in the army
total,

HEN the Republican national com:

mittee got together—with two new
antl-La Follette members surprisingly
elected in Wisconsin—it first called on
the President in the White House, and
Mr. Coolidge made quite a long ad-
dress In which he quite definitely re-
moved himself from conslderation for
the nomination in 1928, His words
were:

“This is naturally the time to be
planning for the future. The party
will soon place In nomination Its can-
didate to succeed me. To give time
for mature deliberation I stated to the
country on August 2 that I do’ ot
choose to run for President In,]928.
My statement stands, No one shonld
be led to suppose that I have modifled
it. My decision will be nespected.
After I had been eliminated the party
began and should vigorously continue
the serious task of selecting another
candidate from among the numbers of
distinguished men available.” &

The committee then took up the
question of the convention elty, hear-
Ing the offers of the several contest-
ants. Chairman Butler aroused a good
deal of animosity by declaring his
preference for Kansas City, and a hot
fight between that city and San Fran-
cisco resulted. On the twentieth bal-
lot Kansas City won, snd the com-
mittee at once lssuved a call for the
convention to meet there.on June 12,
Mr. Coolidge's “elimination” of himself
was followed by a statement by Charles
Evans Hughes that he was not to be
considered a candidate, and, though
Senator Willis announced that he was
willing to accept the honor, there were
left but three major contenders for the
nomination—Frank O. Lowden, Her-
bert Hoover and Vice President Dawes.
The selection of Kansas City was re-
garded as rather favorable to Lowden
and Dawes. -

Under the terms of the call for the
convention the basis of representation
will be the same &s In 1924. There
will be one delegate for each congres-
sional district and one additional dele-
gate for each district polling 10,000 or
more votes for the Rwpublican candi-
date for President in 1924 or Re
puoblican candidate for congress In
1926. Then there will be four dele-
gates at large for each state and three
additional delegates for each state car-
rled by the Republican ticket in 1024,
There will be 1,080 delegates in the
convention, compared with 1,109 In
1924. Kentucky and Texas gain three
each, while Arkansas, _Oklahumn. and
Wisconsin lose three each, Tennessee
elght; Georgia, North Carolina, and
Virginia two each, and Alabama,
Loulslana, and New York one each.

ARNING was issued to the Re-
publican and Democratic parties
by the Anti-Saloon league at Its meet-
ing In Washington, that the league
membership will support only those
candidates In state and national elec-
tions whose utterances, acts and rec-
ords prove them to be loyal supporters
of the Volstead act. To win the sup-
port of the organization the parties
must nominate men whose loyalty to
the dry act cannot be questioned.
After a bitter fight between the sup-
porters of F. Scott McBride, national
superintendent of the Anti-Saloon
lengue, and Ernest H. Cherrington,
general mapager of the leagye's pub-
lishing activities, over the question of
whethiér force or persuasion should be
the major weapon u,ed in the future

by the league in its fight aguinst re-
peal of the Eight I t

-“As a result of this recession business

McBride was re-elected and Cherring:
ton was made director of a new de-
partment of education, publicity and
research. B. 8. Shumaker, Indiana
superintendent who is under Indict-
ment for contempt of the Indiana Su-
preme court, was dropped from the
executive committee.

MF‘MBERS of the powerful Amerl-
¢an Farm Bureau federation, in
conventlon In Chicago, listened to an
address by General Pershing on: the
place of agriculture in'a natlonal de-
fense program, and llked his views g0
well that they told him they would
like to vote for him for President of
the United States, He smiled, but de-
clined to comment on this inciplent
boom. The federation adopted a reso-
lution Insisting that legisiation which
“contains the principles embodied in
the MecNary-Haugen bill, with such
Improvements as experience and good
Judgment may suggest shall agaln be
passed by congress.”

Another resolution asked a change
in the tariff act so that the United
States tariff commission may more ef-
ficiently serve agriculture in the cases
before It.

ECRETARY MELLON In his an-

nual report says that, notwith-
standing a decline in business activ-
ity, underlying conditions are sound.
“Business activity began In the spring
months of this year to fall below the
totals of last year,” says the report.

is now belng conducted on & basis that
conforms more nearly to the normal
expectancy, as judged from the reg-
ular rate of growth of the country.
While business is not as active as In
most of 1026, it can hardly be sald to
be subnormal, and the underlying
fundamentals appear to be sound.

“Another indication of bealthy busi-
ness conditions is the recent recovery
in commodity prices, due in the main
to the rise in agricultural prices. The
growing stability of prices in Europe,
moreover, Is favorable to our export
commodities.”

HARLES MARTINDALE, master

4 in chancery of Indianoplis, filed in
the United States District court a re-
port in which the Standard Oll Com-
peny of Indiapa and fifty other oll
concerns are held not gullty of violat-
Ing the Sherman anti-trust law by a
momopoly of trade. Martindale holds
that there is no evidence of an exist-
ing consplracy In restraint of trade,
maintenance of a monopoly, price fix-
ing or pooling of patent rights. Dis-
missal for lack of equity of the suit in-
stituted by the government three
years ago was recommended.

LI‘I‘HUANIA and Poland presented
thelr - complaints ngalnst each
other to the council of the League of
Nations in Geneva and asked for re-
lief. Premler Waldemaras appeared
for Lithuania first before representa-
tives of Great Britaln, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Japan, and refused
to budge from his position. He sald
he was ready to give the council every
guarantee of Lithuania’s pacific inten-
tons and his willingness to set up a
neutral zone between Lithuania and
Poland, but hegeould not go Into the
question of immediately restoring dip-
lomatic relations with Poland or allow-
ing the Poles untrammeled entry into
Lithuania.

Next day Waldemaras told the coun-
¢il how Lithuania has been continually
menaced by Poland since the estab-
lishment of the little republic, and re-
counted the alleged Polish actions In
support of Lithuanian rebelllons. For-
elgn Minister Zaleski of Poland sald
Waldemaras' charges and fears were
pased on gossip and that his country
extended the fraternal hand of friend-
ship to Lithuania. Finding the whole
matter too difiicult for immediate de-
cision, the council referred It to Van
Blockland of Holland for a report.

APAN'S plan to borrow $40,000,000
Jm:.r.uowaco.rwm
benefit of the Japanese owners of the
South Manchurian rallway has been
killed. All the Chinese factions had
protested agalnst it, and the disap-
proval of the United States was con-
sidered certain. TUnder the American
notes of May, 1915, Japan is required
to. obtaln® American approval of any
Manchurian loan to which the Chinese
have not consented. The Japanese are
greatly disappointed by this fatlure.

Some of the postmaster general’s
recommendations for changes in the
rates are:

Restore the one-cent postage rate on
post cards.

Reduce the postage on magazines
and newspapers when sent by others
than the publisher or newspaper to
ope cent for each two ounces. "

Provide for collecting one-cent addi-
tional ap ounce on first-clnss maftter
when malled with postage deficient.

Provide for collect on delivery busi-
pess reply cards and business reply

letters at the regular rate together
with not more than two cents on each
card or letter,

Provide transmission of third-class
mall o quantities of not less than 20
pounds, of identical separately ad-
dressed pleces at twelve cents a pound,
excepting books, catalogues, seeds, etc.,
on which the rate shall be eight cents
a pound, but in no case at less than
one cent per plece, This in effect,
would restore the one-cent minlmum I
rate on open envelope direct mdver- .

T WAS December 23; there
would be a rush for Christ-
mas flowers at the Alpha
Floral rooms that day; and
the girls were already busy
getting the windows redecorated.

“How did Miss Anne say to put
these poinsettins In the east window?"
isked Ardus Elllngton, who was help-
Ing out during the holldays.

“The old girl sald to graduate
them,” answered Jane Duncan, who
was “regular help” at the shop. *Of
rourse, with you, a college stude,
gradunte means to turn out—to finish
1p. That's what I'd llke to dv with
iiese flowers—finish them, I'm so
dred of them™

“I'm afrald you don't love flowers,”
voiced Ardus. “I do."

“You would," retorted Jane, who
dked for everyonme to think her so-
phisticated If not depraved. *“I llke
the little old coin I get at the end
of the week: and It's little enough,
belleve me. But come here, innocent,
and I'll show you how to graduate
the posies. Park the shortest ones
next the glass, the taller ones next,
snd so on—llke this."

Ardus saturated the black sand in
the flower pots, and carried other
pots from- another room while the
others dralned a bit.

Miss*Anne called from a workroom
at the rear, and Jane-answered the
call, while Ardus worked at the win-
dow. Just as Jane returned with an
armioad of made-up flowers to box,
Henry Von Hagen came Into the
shop.

“I better take him; he's a regular®
sald Jane in an undertone; and she
deposited the orders on a table,

“May I help you, please?” she
asked, demurely enough.

“Some polnsettias, I think,” an-
swered the man, and Jane led the
way to where Ardus was werking.

Henry looked at the plant Ardus was
lifting for the window. He also
looked at the girl. ,

“This Is a beauty,” he sald, look-
ing at the girl, though he indicated
the plant. *“Ill take this one, and
these two,” he continped, selecting
other plants. “Then I'd llke to have
some of the cut blossoms.”

Jane went before him Into an ad-
Jolnlng room, where he selected two
dozen of the cut flowers with stems
of varied length. Back In the office
he gave the address; wrote a check
in payment; and left the shop look-
ing at Ardus Ellington.

“That nut's sayin' it with polnset-
tias, I'd say,” remarked Jane, going
back to packing the flowers.

“I'd say a prince Instead of a nut
—if I were getting the flowers”
smiled Ardus,

“Well, I'll say the way he lamped
you would Indlcate that he'd say

mrl

‘princess’ to you, Inmocent. Why'n't
y'u fiirt a bit?”

“Who is he,” asked Ardus, ignor-
Ing her question.

“Head engineer at the Publle
Service or something. Name's Von
Hagen. His old man's a professor
here for years—romantic languages.
Yu ought to know him. Maybe
you've had classes under the old
gink.”

“I think I do know who he Is: bhut
I have no classes with him till next
year, But who were the flowers for?"

*“Gettin' Inquisitive already?” asked
the girl, teasingly. *“Well, he's send-
ing them as a Christmas present to
his mamma,” she sald, accenting the
last syllable.

The conversation was stopped by a
customer, and for the rest of the day
a busy stream of happy shoppers ran
in and out of the shop,

Miss Anne was wrapping some
poinsettias for the girls; Ardus se-
lecting some violets for her coat
collar; and the Christmas greetings
were being exchanged at the same
time. Jane exclaimed:

“Well, I gotta beat It. Mv gweetie's

-

ap SRl

takin' me to the COrphenm tonight
Buppose you're goin' to one of the
big ‘Y.-W.' partles that some of the
professors' wives are throwing for
the orphan studes?

“Yes, and I'm mighty thankful for
a chance to go to a party. It's pretty
nlce, when one must be away from
home at Christmas. The funny part
I8 that there are three parties, and
none of us Knows tv which party he's
going—er at whose home the party
will be, We are to be called for and
are to ask no questions. Isn't that
thrilling 7'

“"Twould almost startle a tuartle,
don't ya Enow. Well, good night;
don't do anything I wouldn't.” And
Jane was gone,

After supper, Ardus dressed with
much eare, and then eame down to
sit in the cheer of the grate fire,

She wondered what the folks at
home were doing, and tried to visual-
ize every member of the family, She
stood looking into ma huge poinsettia
on the table. 8he remembered a dremu
she had the night before, and that she
had not remembered till that minute:
but just then am auto horn sounded
outside.

She hurried Into her coat nnd hat,
pulllng on her gloves as she went
down the steps. Some one she didn't
know was coming up the walk. He
tarned, after greetings, and they
went together to the waitlng car.

Ardus had no more than buttoned
her coat high around her neck, he-

When Ardus Came Down the Bteps
She Was Met by Henry.

ing careful of the violets, than the
driver sald:

“Here we are,” as he drew np In
front of a large home and stopped.

He assisted Ardus to alight, walked
to the steps with her, lifted his hat
and sald “good night"”

“Good night—and thank you," an-
swered the girl

Ardus went up the broad steps and
rang the bell. Henry Voo Hagen
opened the door,

“Good evening” he sald cordlally,
taking her hand. “Mother, this is
Migs Elllngton.”

“I'm so glad youn could come, Go
upstairs. to the first room you come
to.”

When Ardus came down the steps
she was m.c by Henry, who led her
into a big lving room. Poinsettios
were grouped In the blg old-fashioned
bay window. Gazing Into one of the
flowers, Henry said:

“You know, I had
dream last night.”

“So did 1,” joined Ardus.

“1 dreamed.” continued Henry, “that
I went to the opern, and when the
curtains were drawn—"

“There was a huge polnsettia on
elther side of the stage,” Interrupted
Ardus,

“And when the orchestra played
‘Dreams of Love' a—"

ax prince stepped out of cne of
the flowers—a prince with page boys,
attendants, and so on,” interrupted the
girl again,

“How In the world conld you know
what I dreamed?” asked Henry. “But
you do; and a princess stepped out of
the other bloom—a princess with as
many attendants and Indiesin-walting.
They began a—"

“A march to music toward the cen-
ter front of the stage,” sald Ardus.

Henry’s countenance revealed sur-
prise, excitement, Incredulity: but he
continued :

“How could youn know what |
dreamed—I didn't even remember It
myself till 1 looked at that lower. But
they did march toward the ceater front
of the stage. And when they met, the
prince kissed the princess, and she
put her arms around hils neck—"

“And you were the prince,” siald
Ardus.

“And yon were the princess,” fin.
ished Henry. »

Their lips met; her nrms were about
his neck: his arm encireled her walst.
Some one In another room laughed
aloud. Then Henry and Ardus saw
that they were under the mistletoe,

Unabashed, Henry said:

“I've been looking for you always,
dear; when will you marry me?"

Ardus replied:

“Yea, 1 knew yesterday that you
were the one—and then that dream—
that proves we belong to each other—"

“Ot course, I've dreamed of you al-
ways—but when will we be married?”

“Just any time you say, dear.” *

(@, 1927, Western Newspaper Union.)
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RANCE and Great Britaln have 8
strange partnership in the admin
istration of the New Hebrides
Islands, which lle In the Pacific
ocean aboul a thousand miles east of
Australin, For a long time the Islands
were pot formally under the control
of any European coéuntry. But both
British and French commercial activil-
ties were growing, especlally the lat-
ter, owing to the proximity of
France's territury, New Caledonia.

Nelther power could obtain the
agreement of the other to the annex-
atlon of the New Hebrides, so the
problem was solved at least tempo
rarlly In 1878 by the Joint declaration
o France and Greay Britain that the
territory should be npeutrnl, This
agreement did not work very well,
and In 1900 a protocol was entered into
stating that’ the islands shoanld be
come “a reglon of joint Influence™ by
Great Britaln and France, with sepa-
rate administrations for the nationals
of each, and a Joint administration
toward the natives. People of mll oth
er pationalities must choose or “opt"
whether they are to be under British
or French jurisdiction.

So today the islands have a queer
“scrambled” government not very sat-
Isfactory to elther the French or Brit;
ish trading companies, the plantation
owners, the misslonaries, or the na-
tives, There Is a British high com-
missioner and a French high commis

and French police forces; and a Jolnt
court presided over by & Briton. n
Frenchman, and a third judge select-
ed by the king of Spaln.

Both languages are officlal, but
neither Is very useful In dealing with
the natives. For the New Hebrides
nntives are still savages.

What the Naties Are Like.

For years the natives of the islands
were the prey of thé +Blackbirders,”
or labor pirates, because they are gen
erally considered more Industrious
and sturdier of bulld than the nverage
Kanaka. They are reputed to have
cannibalistic tendencles. to be treach
erous and of uncertaln temper, facts
probably due In some measure to the
treatment to which they were sub
jected by these truders. They are
Melanes(an stock, below the medinm
In stature, and accentuate the agil-
ness In thelr broand. black faces and
receding forehends by sticking coco-
nut fiber In thelr halr ard adormning
thelr ears and flat noses with rings.
They pride themselves upon (thelr
weapons—spenrs, clubs. hows, and
polsoned arrows—some of which are
benutiful i design and elaborate pat-
tern.

The women In general hold a de
graded position. The wives of the
more Important men Incrense the
pumber of the skirts which they wear
at one time as an Indication of thelr
rank. The “pooh-bah's” wife wears
ns many ns 40. The “better half™ of
a man ls someétimes haried alive with
her husband wpon his death.

Quiros, the Portuguese navigator
In 1008, was the first white man to
see the rugged outline of the const of
the Islands, which rise abraptly out
of the deep ses In the hurricane zone
of the troples. Belleving he had dis
covered the great southern continent
which was at that time the dream of
pavigators, Quires may he compared
to Columbus, who thought be had

sloner In the Islands; separate British ]

mountaing and partly volcanle |
are Ambrym. Anpatam. Aurorm.

ml.kerqt:.ugnrldom. Coffee,
ana vanilla, as well as tropical
grow in abundance. 3
to grow so large that
hands can scarcely span one
and the pineapples of the isiands -
sometimes welgh 20 So rich
is the soll and lusuriant the vegets-
tion thnt in many places iy

can be kept on 2,000 acres

g
i

churches, the large wireless statiom
and certain administrative baildl

the town is essentially native in char-
acter with its thatch-roofed houses
set amid the colorful hihiscos hios-
soms, and sometimes fortified with

stone walls. £}

the South seas. Including the Australl: =
ans and New Zeslanders. nre anxious

to have France's governmenta) |
est tanken over by Great Britain or hy
one of the southern dominions acting
Aost of the Brirish nation-
als in the islands are Austrnilans or
New 7Zeslanders. The Brirish plant-
ers are not permitted to bring in
coolle labor from India or
but there is no such restriction on
the French, who have Introduced sev-
ernl thousand Tonkinese ~oolies. .

Japanesa Crowding In.

Then there Is the problem of 2
nese immigration. They have econ

i




