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HAPPENNINGS OF THE WEEK

NEWSREVIEW OF
CURRENT EVENTS

Mabel Willebrandt’s Hoover
Speeches Create a Stir—
Help Storm Victims.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD
RS. MABEL WILLEBRANDT,
assistant attorney gemeral of
the United States, was the storm cen-
ter of the political eampalgn last week,
and if she _enjoys publicity she must
have had the time of her life for she
fairly crowded the candidates them-
selves off the front page. Mrs. Wille-
brandt has especial chiarge of the gov-
ernment’s legal proceedings against
dry law violators and already had in-
curred the enmity of wet New Yorkers
who resented the raiding of night
clubs and similar dolngs. Then she
started out to make speeches for Mr.
Hoover and one of her first efforts
in this line was an address to a big
Methodist gathering in Ohio in which
she urged that all members of that
church should get together to help in
the defeat of Al Smith, That gentle-
man and countless others Immediately
accused her of attacking him on re-
ligious grounds, and there were numer-
ous demands that she be separated
from her government job and also that
she be taken from the list of accred-
fted Republican spellbinders. Some of
the Hooverites seemed #o be fearful
lest she become the female Doctor
Burchard, of the campalgn.

Declining to retract or modify any
of her utterances, Mrs. Willebrandt as-
serted she had asked the Methodists to
oppose Smith on the ground of his
views on prohibition and had made no
mention of his religious bellefs. Bhe
sald Smith himself was trying to
“dodge behind his own church,” and
furthermore that the Democratic can-
didate was the one who had made
prohibition an issue of the campalgn.
Congressman Walter Newton of Min-
nesota, chairman of the Republican
speakers' bureau, stated that Mrs.
Willebrandt was speaking under the
auspices of that burean and that de-
mands for her, from every part of
the Middle West, were far more than
she could fill

OVERNOR SMITH, in the ecourse
of his Western tour, spoke at
_ Denver in advocacy of absolute gov-
ernment ownership and econtrol of the
natural water power resources of the
country and for immediate action in
the construction of Boulder canyon
dam., Then he moved up through
Wyoming to Montana and in Helena
devoted most of his address to the
Teapot Dome scandal and the alleged
responsibility of the Republican party
therefor. The chiefs of the seven In-
dian tribes of the state made him a
member with the name “Leading
Star.” Turning back toward the east,
he passed through North Dakota,
where the political situation is pe-
cullarly complicated, and during a
brief stop in Bismarck he was chris-
tened “Chief Charging Hawk” by the
Sioux. ‘Thursday night he spoke In
St. Paul on a varlety of toplcs, and
next day he entered the Wisconsin
tangle. It was believed that in his
Milwaukee address he might take up
the subject of prohibition, hitherto
ignored during the tour. Some days
before Senator Blalne of Wisconsin
had completed his flop by announcing
his intention to vote for Smith. Re-
publican leaders sald this amounted
to little since Blaine never had been
a real Republican.

Senator Borah of Idaho was the big
gun of the Republican speaking bat-
tery during the week and his loudest
explosion was In Kansas City, where
in lively fashion he contrasted Smith's
record and knowledge of the farm
problem with that of Hoover, violent-
ly assalled theé equalization fee, and
blew up the charge that Hoover was
responsible for the lowering of the
price of wheat during the war. He
also defended the Eighteenth amend-
ment and paid his disrespects to Tam-
many. i

the approval of President

Coolidge, SBecretary of State Kel-

logg sent identic notes to Great Brit-
aln and France setting forth our

government's attitude toward the
naval limitation agreéement reached
by those two natlons. The contents
of the notes were not made publie,
but it was understood that they stated
the British and Freoch suggestions
could not be accepted by the United
States as a basls for naval limitation,
and poioted out the reason. The
American objectlon to the Anglo-
French agreement was tersely ex-
pressed by the Loncdon Daily News
when it sald: “It gives Great Britain
unlimited small eruisers, France un-
limited small submarines, and gives
America nothing she wanted. It Is
almost too erude to be true.” Dis-
patches from London insist there are
no secret clauses in the ngreement.
Some of the French papers are in-
dignant over the American oppesition
to the pact, saying England and
France are held slaves of the United
States by their war debts.

ITHOUT having made much
progress toward disarmament, the
assembly of the League of Nations
ended its fall session. Almost its last
act was lo pass a resolution that the

the United States. According to =
statement issued by him, he will fol-
low the policy of the late President-
Elect Alvaro Obregon In the uplift of
the peasantry, encouragement of ir-
rigation and extension of schools In
the rural districts and mountains. He
will work to lncorporate the Indians,
which form 50 per cent of the popula-
tion, Into the body of the pation. He
will go along the lines laid down by
President Calles. While organized
labor will not be represented In the
cabinet, he will, nevertheless, extend
a helping hand to the labor unions
as part of the government policy to
uplift the laboring masses.

NLAND WATERWAYS CORPORA-

tion, In an application filed with
the interstate e ce comml 3
proposes extension of the government
barge lines services on the Mississippi
and Warrior rivers to all parts of the
country through the establishment of
Joint barge and rail rates and barge
and rall through routes. The corpora-
tion's applleation first asks the com-
mission to declare that the services of
the barge lines are a public con-

disarmament preparatory e Lssl
should meet again not later than
January 1. No mention was made in
it of any plan for & general disarm-
ament conference, and Germany and
Hungary refused to vote after Count
von Bernstorff had made a bitter
speech chlding the league for its slow-
ness and asserting that Germany was
helpless and surrounded by heavily
armed neighbors. At the final sesslon
the earl of Lytton, speaking for In-
dia, warned the league that while it
was firmly established in Europe, its
position In Asia was not assured.
Costa Riea, which resigned from the
league in 1925, gave notice that it
would rejoin.

EHABILITATION ls now the great

task in Florida and Porto Rico
and the job is im the hands of the
Red Cross, as is that of feeding the
thousands of storm sufferers. An Im-
mense sum is being ralsed by popular
subscription for these purposes. In
Florida the dead are now estimated to
number more than 2,300, most of them
in the region about Lake Okeechobee,
where the dikes broke down and the
waters were driven over the land
The exact pumber never will be
kfown. Reports indieated that the
white death list was about 700. The
danger of pestilence made it neces-
gary to burn most of the bodies as
soon as they were found. The Porto
Ricans were reported to be In pitifal
state. There were more than 15,000
cases of Influenza, and malaria, mea-
sles and other disenses prevalled
among the refugees. The homeless on
the island are stated to number
284,000,

Probably 150 persons, Including
children, perished when the big Nove-
dades theater In Madrid, Spain,
burned. The fire started on the stage
and the tragedy closely resembled the
burning of the Iroquois 'theater In
Chicago years ago. The flames spread
through the business district of the
city, destroying meny buildings.

Five villages In the state of Coa-
huilla, Mexico, were swept away by
floods and many lives were lost. The
Chidese city of Hankow was the scene
of a tremendous conflagration that
destroyed thousands of buildings and
an unknown nuomber of lives. The
old Spanigh fort of Cabrerizas Bajas
on a hill above Melllla, Moroceo, was
demolished by an explosion of the
powder magazine and scores of lives
were lost.

MILIO PORTES GIL, secretary of

the interior, was elected provision-
al President of Mexico by a joint ses-
elon of the senate and chamber of
deputies, without opposition. He will
take office on December 1, when Pres-
ident Calles’ term expires. The con-

Benor Portes Gll will be one of the
few Presidents Mexico has ever had
of exciosively civilian career, being

and necessity for expansion
of the services to the tributaries of
the Mississippl, Including the Illinols
waterway. Virtually every rallroad In
the country Is named In the part of
the application asking the establish-
ment of through routes and jolnt
rates. Joint barge and rall rates 20
per cent lower than all-rail rates be-
tween specified points are sought by
the corporation, that being the basis
on which existing barge and rail rates
are generaly made,

WEEN Nicaraguans go to the polls
on November 4 to elect a Presi-
dent every voter will be marked on
the hand with a chemieal staln as he
casts his ballot in order to prevent
repeating. To avold misunderstand-
ings the election board, headed by
Gen. Frank L. MeCoy, U. 8. A, s
sued a statement explaining that the
chemieal was harmless and the stain
will disappear within a day or two.
An election official sald malicious
agents are spreading reports among
tbe Indians that the Americans will
use a chemieal that will poison the
voters. Other alleged threats to hin-
der the voting are rumors that the
Americans eat children, and that the
Sandinistas will attack the booths, or
kill those registering or voting.

ME. GANNA WALSEKEA, apera
singer and the wife of Harold F.
McCormick of Chicago, is an Amerl-
can citizen, despite her residence In
France, and will have to pay duty on
Jewelry and personal effects which
are sald to be valued at about $2,500,-
000. This ruling was made by Phlllp
Elting, collector of the port of New
York, who told Hefiry D. Bulkley, at-
torney for Mademolselle Walska, that
her claim to foreign residence and
consequent immunity from doty had
been denled. Bulkley Immediately
made plans to appeal and will, If nec-
essary, carry the matter to the United
States Customs court and the Court
of Customs Appeal.
NOTHER *“alr derby,” this time
from Los Angeles to Cincinnatl,
was pulled off last week. First place
in class A was won by Robert A.
Drake of Pittsburgh, Pa.. and in class
B by Charles W. Holman of St. Paul.
Arthur Goebel, flying his “Yankee
Doodle” plane, won the nonsiop race
in 15 hours and 17 minutes.

HINESE Natlonalists In Shanghal

unofficlally announced that they
had practically completed the reor-
ganization of the system of govern-
ment, eliminating the previous Soviet
form, which was borrowed from Rus
sla. Under the new scheme, General
Chiang will head the Natiomalist gov-
ernment council, his position being
similar to that of President or pre
mier,

Gen. Pal Chung-hsl reported from
northern - Chihll province that he had
completely defeated a remnant of the
Chihli-Shantung troops and that Gen.
Chang Chung-chang had fled, presum-
ably to the Japanese leased area In
Manchuria.

EATHS of the week include those

of Sir Horace Darwin, son of
Charles Darwin and himself a noted
scientist, and R. F. Outcault, veteran
newspaper comic strip artist

Western Lines Seek
Increases in Rates

rescinded the authority which it had

Texas rallroad, and be was ordered
to withdraw from the directorate In
question.

Mr. Loree, who was president of
the Delaware & Hupdson ecompany,
went on the board of the Missouri
Eansas-Texas In connection with bhis
an to consolidate rallroad with
Eansas City Southern and Bt
Southwestern.—8t. Louls Post-
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(® by D. J. Walsh.)
ARRIE POTTER and her sis-
ster Cyothla lived In the old
Potter homestead. They were
middle-aged, healthy, good

looking and possessed of comfortuble

Incomes. To their friends and ac-

quaintances it seemed as If “the Pot-

ter girls,” as they were called, had
everything to make them happy and
contented. But this was not the case.

In fact they had too much leisure in

which to find fault with each other

and their surroundings. That was
why this sloppy morning they were
driving along a country road The
night before at their evening mesl
they bad had a perfect duel of words
over some trivial thiog and had only
settled the matter by deciding ro
drive over to see Minty Granger and
bave her decide the dispute for them.

Carrie was driving their bright new
coupe and skimmering along at a good
rate of speed when suddenly they
were confronted by a detour sign.
The sign bore a rudely executed ar-
row which pointed toward a rcad
that seemed to follow erumbling stone
walls off through a field.

“What a perfectly dreadful looking
road!"” Cynthla cried.

“I should say It was"” Carrle bit
her lip, nervously,

“Well, it's very evident the maln
road is closed, Carrie,” Cynthia said.
“You can't possibly drive over tha:
rough one. The only thing you can
do is to go back.” There was relief
in her volce.

“No. We won't go back.” Carrie's
volce was firm, Not for one moment
wonld she ahow the white feather be-
fore the timid Cynthla, and anyway Iif
they did go back home the dispute
would remain uonsettled, for Carrle
knew that her sister always managed
to get the best of an argument. Cyn-
thia would fire all her guns, as it
were, and then when she saw she was
losing ground she would begin weak-
Iy to cry—that usually ended all dis-
putes,

There was another reason why Car
rle did oot wish to turn back. She
bated to turn & car around. She
could drive straight ahead but when
she had to take her eyes from the
front of the car In order to see where
the back wheels were golng she al
ways lost ber nerve, Cynthia knew
this,

“No! We will pot turn back,” Car-
rle sald with a little shake In Ler
volece. She drew a long breath end
taking a firmer grip of the wheel
turned from the main road into the
detour.

Cynothia braeed herseif as the coupe
boupced and swayed over the rough
road, Thelr sultcases and the gen
erous box which they had packed
with nuts, candy, fancy cakes, a cnn
ister of Imported tea and sundry
books and magazines they were (ak-
Ing as a surprise to Minty Granger
rattied ominously. The car windows
eracked as If they would break, but
Carrle kept right on going.

They had followed the road for
some time when the sunlight began
to dim and an occasional raindrop
slashed against the windshield. Car-
le set the automatic windshield
cleaner Iin motion. Finally the moad
seemed to leave the level and lead
straight op a steep hill.

*Oh—oh —Must we climb that
hill?™ Cynthia could not keep back
the exclamation. The hill loomed
ominously ahead of them, dark with
trees.

Carrie’'s lUps tightened and she
changed to a lower gear. The car
would need all its power to make the
grade. Up, up, up they went, the en-
gine laboring. *Oh" Carrie thought
with despalrgripping her beart. “Will
we ever get out of this mess? Just
as she was beginning to hope they
were nearing the top of the hill the
gave a wheezy pgasp anc
stopped dead stlll. She set the brakes
to prevent the car from sliding back

:

=8it tight, Cynthla,” she sald with
more courage in her wolce than she
felt In bher heart. “No damage done
so far and if I'm not mistaken. 1|
see smoke right over there. Let's
We may find a house™
got out of the car and after
moment's search found a path lead-
Ing through the woods. This path led
stralght Ioto a clearing where they
s small, rough shanty. A dog
barked as they sp-
first they were terribly
because he acted so un-
Carrie spoke to him coax-
ingly and after a moment he let them
proceed to the house. Just as Carrie
was about to knock the door opened
and a tangle-beaded lttle girl of
eight appeared. She gazed at the
two women with wide uvpen brown
eyes and after giving them an ap
praising look smlled at Cynthia

§
i

“How do you do,” Carrie sald, “Is
your papa or any obe here who ean
help with a car?”

“Ask the lady In, Hetty," o wenk
volce bade from within. The llttle
girl opened the door and motioned
themn to enter.

As thelr eyes became accustomed
to the dim Interlor of the room they
saw a woman lying on an old couch
which had been drawn close to the
fire

“Come In, ladies,” the woman In-
vited. “Hetty, give the ladles chairs,”
she added to the little girl who stood
shyly by her side. Hetty shoved two
chairs toward the women and they
sat down.

“Are you II?" Cynthia asked with
deep sympathy In her volce, The
woman was young and would have
been pretty had she not looked so sad.

“No, not really slck,” the woman
answered with a weak smile, “But 1
fell some time ago und must bhave
stralifed my bhack. My man works
down in the village during the week.
He cumes home Saturday nights Het-
ty and | have been getting along
alone—I'm afrald things don't look
very nice,” she added apologetically

Things did not look very nice.
While the woman had been talking
Carrie and Cynthia had been taking
note of thelr surroundings. Never In
all their lives had they seen so bare
a room. Here was such a poverty as
they had never known. The place
seemed lacking In every possible com-
fort. To a helpless woman with on'y
the companionship and cnre of a lit
tle echild It mgst have been almost
unendurable.

Suddenly Cynthia, noting the un
combed look of the woman's hair,
sald: *“Wouldn't you like to have me
brush your hair?” -

“Aby, thank you,” the woman am-
swered with a brightenlng of her
tired eyes, “that wou!d be fine. My
head gets sorta tired, and 1 tumble
around so much my halr gets all
snarled up! My man combs It out
when he's here and Hetty does her
best——"

Cynthia brushed the woman's halr
and braided it into a comfortable flat
brald. Carrie did a llke service for
the little girl. It was amazing what
a lot of little things the sisters found
to do for Hetty and her mother, und
the time passed so quickly that the
hands of the old clock on the mantel
pointed to 12 before they realized the
lateness of the hour. Then at Car-
rie's suggestion Cynthia and Hetty
run back to the car and brought the
gifta they were taking- to Minty
Granger. Carrle baked corn bread,
cooked potatoes, brewed a good pot
of Minty Granger's Imported tea and
fried sgme erisp strips of bacon, When
the food was prepared they drew the
small kitchen table close to the couch.
It was quite a merry meal. The wom-
an and child ate neartily.

“You are looking better already, my
dear,” Cynthin sald swililng at the
weman, who had raised berself to a
sitting posture,

“l am feeling better,” the woman
responded. “The doctor said when he
was up here last week all I peeded
now was to get an appetite. My man
and Hetty tried to fix things bat 1
couldn’t ent. | guess | was lonesome,
too—I just couldn’t seem to swallow
anything we had.”

Carrle aod Cynthia stayed loog
enough tu wash dishes and put the
rmom to rights nod then at Carrie's
suggestion they bade guud-by to Het-
ty and ber mother and went back to
their stalled ear. Carrle climbed in-
to the car and stepped on the stirter
batton. Much to her surprise the en-
gine begun to throb, She changed
gears and the car moved forward

“Climb In, quick, Cynthia!™ she
eried, “before this pesky thing changes
Its miod!"

They drove oo for a mile or two
when the rough road agaln jolned
the maln highway. Bot Cyothla oo
ticed that Carrie lnstead of proceed-
ing in the direction of Minty Grang-
er's house lurned and drove dellber-
wtely toward home. \When they got
home they asked thelr next door
nelghbor what be supposed had been
wrong with the car apd he replied
with a smile ar their inexperience:

“Your engine got overheated That
detour over Shepard’s hill would tax
a better car than yours. No doubt
your engine bolled. When it got cool
you could- start It again.”

The girls put the car Into thelr
garange and on thelr way to the house
Carrle sald slipping her hand through
Cynthia’s arm, “Tomorrow, Cynthia,
hill or no bill, we are going back to
see Hetty aod ber mother™

“You are right, Carrie,” Cynthia
sald. “Apd this time we will take
epough comforts along to last that
poor woman Uil she gets around
again.” ’

“The trouble with us, Cynthis”
Carrie sald honestly, “is that we have
had such an euasy time ourseives we
have grown crabbed and seifish, We
have been getling too mean to enjoy
the blessings we have”

The Jispute was settled out of
court, as It were, and It was quite a
time before they even - thought of
Minty tiranger, so absorbed were they
in life ns they saw it through thelr

awakened eyes.

——

(Prepaswd by ithe Natlonal Gsographle
Boclely, Washington, D. C)

ZECHUSLOVAKIA s an excel-
lent example of a cultured na-
tlon which, owing to the over-
throw of the old order in Eu

rope, ls npow a free land.

it was on American soll that the
plans of freedom of this nation were
developed; its Declaration eof Inde-
pendence was written In an American
city and shortened to meet the space
limitations of an American pewspa-
per. In success or fallure, this key-
land to central Europe cannot but be
of Interest to America and to the
world.

Prague, the capital of the new re-
public, 1 one of the most interesting
of the world's citles, and to one who
comes to know Its charms it has a
pecullar appeal. The view of the an-
clent palace of Hardcany from the op-
posite end of the old Charles bridge
is one long to be remembered

The favorite view of Prague Is from
a hideous view-tower oo the Petrin.
From Its top one can see the Bohe«
mian forest on the Bavarian frootier
and the other low ranges that Inclose
the great plain of Bohemla; but as &
vantuge point for viewing Prague, It Is
distinctly disappointing. Even the
bigh spires of the St. Vitus Cathedral
cut the hillside Inrtead of the skyline,
and the rolling city, eaoght In the
boomerang curve of the river, seems
much fiatter than It really Is

When the sun begins to set behind
the Petrin, the saw-toothed towers of
the cathedral, to which one's gaze so
frequently returns, stand out dul
brown and edged with darker lones
against a hazy sky; but the dun brown
buildings beyond the romantle towers
of the bistoric bridge of Prague re-
spond to the farewell kiss of the set-
ting sun as do the towering columns
of Banlibek, glowing with a mellow
light. Then one suddenly realizes why
the Bohemians call their beloved cap-
ital Zlata Praha, Golden Pragune.

Arcades of Prague.

Prague |s essentlally a city for the
pedestrian wanderer., A sight-seelng
bus or a lorgnetite would chase away
the charm. Formal sights are disap
polnting except to experts, bul to him
who likes to loiter among medieval
scenes, taking pleasure in watching
this old lady whoee worn uombrella
shelters n slender stock of frult, or
conterplating with leisurely delight
the life that surges throogh the cov.
ered passagewnys lining the cobbled
streets of the Mala Strapa, few citles
so Intrigue one’s Interest

The Czechs who emigrate to Cleve
land ought to feel at home there, for
Prague |s also a city of arcades. Some
of these are low-arched passages that
remind one of an Old Chester whose
cubist lipes are bent to graceful
curves, or of the dimiy-lighted “souks"”
that osher one Into the caravansaries
of Bokhara.

Others are great open halls that cut
their way through massive modern
blocks, their plate-giass walls placard-
ed with posters and plerced by en-
trances to moving-picture shows and
cabarets that love the dark, with bair
dressers’ windows full of cheap per-
fume st high prices, and with a post
agestamp dealer or two. No modern
arcade In Praguve would be complete
without a postage-stamp dealer whose
windows are pock-marked with treas
ures for the philatellst

The native costumes of Czech
oslovakia are a never-ending delight

o

string, hangs to the ankles
Is thickly bralded and has Innumer-
able frongs.
Colorful Garh of the Wemen.

cut, and topped with patent y
trimmed to a scalloped edge, so that
they give a strangely graceful appéar- i
ance to the stocky legs of the peasant
women. Their stockings are for pro- i
tection as well as for display. some 4
with small square designs knitted into
the dull black. 2
The skirts are plaln black, with no .
trimming except a line of fne em-
broldery, worn, ilke the attractive }
smocking of the Chinese coolle aprom, '

i
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quite plain except for an
sign of hand-made lace a
bust and on the sleeve from
wrist, but the head-dress and
are as gay In tone ms the obi
Japanese doll of twelve.

Some of the Slavie' bead sha
which give a- Madonna oval to the
broadest of peasant features, are pest
white cotton with red polka dots or
a dark gray design. Others are shim-
mery white silk, embroidered with
light tinfs or heavy designs

Commerce Is working havoc with

;‘:iii

chemical dye can duplicate.
Machine Work Ruining Art

Factories are calling the women
from the farms, where they utilizsed
the winter months in working out the
designs traced by the village designer
or in evolving thelr own. Thus, grad-
ually the arts of the past are being
lost.

City girls and foreigners, whose
sense of art s inferior, have concelved
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