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Lesson for February 14
JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD

LESSON TEXT-—Joha 10:1.18.
GOLDEN TEXT-—I am the
herd: the good
the sheep.
FPRIMARY

How Jesus Is Like a Shepherd.
YOUNG PEOPLE AND ADULT TOPIC—
Our Good Shepherd.

The blind man who had been
healed had been cast out of the
synagogue because he had given the
glory for his healing to Jesus Christ,
(see ch. 9). The door to that which
stood for all that was sacred to
him had been closed. Whither
should he turn? Look! here comes
someone seeking him. It is Jesus,
who now declares that the door
which men had closed was no true
door at all, for he says, “I am the
door of the sheep." Those who pro-
fessed to be shepherding the flocks
and who had cast this poor man out
were but hirelings. Now he speaks
to the One who says, “I am the
good Shepherd.”

Someone has suggested that the
parable of the good shepherd pre-
pents the whole day in the life of
the shepherd and his flock, morning,
noon, and night, and typifies the
ministry of Christ on our behalf in
the varying circumstances of life.

L In the Morning (John 10:1-8).

Flocks were sometimes kept in
the field at night, as was the case
on the night when Jesus was born
in Bethlehem. But ordinarily they
were brought into a sheepfold where
many flocks gathered for protec-
‘tion. Thieves would climb the wall
to steal sheep, but the shepherd,
‘when he came in the merning to
dead forth his flock, entered in by
the door. He called out his flock
by name and they knew his voice.
iIt is said that only a sick sheep
will follow a stranger, which may
explain why so many false isms of
our day appeal to the sick and lead
them away from the Good Shep-

. Do you know his voice? Have you
responded to his call? Will you fol-
low him? Decide now.
Il. In the Heat of the Day (vv.
8 7-10). L
¥ Perhaps the sheep need to enter
the fold to rest, if so he is the
door. But they may wish to go out
-,to the pasture—again he is the door.
Belonging to Christ is not bondage.
iDoor, he is free to go in and out, to
find pasture, to live for and to
'serve him.
“The Door.” What a striking fig-
urel It is a means of entry, the
3 jonly way in. Every door has two
- sides and the side we are on de-
‘termines whether we are inside or

ugn. When Night Comes (vv. 11-
The wolves come out as the shad-
ows gather. They come to kill and
Where is the shepherd?
a hireling, serving
y "be in it" for him,
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3 and danger appear.
£ In the darkest hour Jesus is near-
: est at hand. He never fails. He
has no fear, for has he not tasted
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If any man enter in by Christ, the |

George Washington.
nual Washington Birthday celebration will consist
of tributes to his greatness as a soldier and a
statesman, as the leader in the American struggle
for liberty and as the first President of the new
nation. It is eertain, too, that there will be a repe-
tition of many of the familiar stories about ‘“Wash-

we shall soon be honoring again the memory of

As usual, a part of the an-

ington, the man' and ‘*“Washington, the human be-
ing’’ and it is inevitable that, in retelling those stories, fact
and fancy will be mixed, myth and legend will be recited once
more and the “real Washington''—the Washington which you
and I and our friends and associates in everyday life can

understand—will still elude us.

Why is it that George
Washington seems destined
always to be a remote, shad-
owy figure in our minds?
Why must he remain a god-
like personality aloof from
humankind, a marble statue
of a man who never once
steps down from his pedestal
to walk the earth like other
men? One of the reasons is
that the myth-makers went
to work early in the history
of our nation and one in par-
ticular seized upon George
Washington as the subject
for fashioning legendary
tales., His name was Mason
Locke Weems and he, more
than any other man, is re-
sponsible for what millions of
Americans think they know
about George Washington.

So it seems appropriate to
tell at this time the story of
“Parson’ Weems and his ca-
reer. - And not the least of
the interest in that story is
the fact that he himself is
almost as shadowy a figure
in the minds of most Amer-
icans as is the Washington
which he helped create for

them.

On October 1, 1759 a son was
born to David Weems, a farmer
in Anne Arundel county in the
Province of Maryland, and his
wife, Hester Hill Weems. Evi-
dently there was no danger
of "“‘race suicide" in the Weems
family for this was their 19th
child! The boy was given the
name of Mason Locke Weems
and when he grew up was sent
to Kent County school, at Ches-
tertown.

At the age of fourteen young
Weems went to England to study
medicine and follow in the foot-
steps of a great uncle, Dr. Wil-
liam Locke, for whom he had
been named. After graduating
from the University of Edin-
burgh young Weems served for
a time as a surgeon on a British
warship. Then in 1776 he re-
turned to Amerlca.

Apparently Weems took no part
in the fight for liberty and during
the last part of the war he seems
to have had some association
with Rev. William Smith, an en-
ergetic churchman who had tak-
en over Weems' alma mater,
Kent County college, and was
developing it fhto the present
Washington college. Out of that
association grew Weems' deci-
sion to become a minister. After
some difficulty in overcoming the
prejucide of high Episcopal

REV. MASON L. WEEMS

church officials in
against citizens of a ‘‘rebel

' Weems was
dained in 1784 and for the n
five years served :nl
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whom he had freed several years
before,
He Leaves the Ministry.

In 1790 Weems was without
a charge and during the next
two years he presided occasion-
ally over the neighboring parish
of Westminster. Finally, feeling
that he was a failure as a minis-
ter, he decided to turn his talents
to other work. During his service
as a preacher he was a strong
advocate of temperance and
showed other signs of becoming
a reformer. In that character he
reprinted from the English orig-
inal a popular medical pamphlet,
the nature of which gave it a
wide sale but scandalized some of
the conservative churchmen,
This not only hastened his de-
cision to leave the ministry but
pointed the way to another ca-
reer—that of becoming a publish-
er and bookseller.

Back in 1784 an Irishman
named Mathew Carey had come
to Philadelphia and established
a newspaper, to which venture
he soon added the publication
of books and magazines. In 1783
Weems rngt“Carey and formed a
business asSociation with him
which continued for more than
three decades,

So “Parson” Weems became
an itinerant bookseller and soon
his travels were taking him all
along the Atlantic seaboard.
Moreover, he was making more
money in this business than he
had ever made before. So in 1795,
when he married Fanny Ewall,
the daughter of Col. Jesse
Ewall, a prosperous planter near
the Potomac river port of Dum-
fries, Va., he was able to install
her in a comfortable home which
he had bought in Dumfries. Af-
ter the death of his father-in-law,
Weems and his wife moved into
Bel-Air, the Ewall mansion, and
there he made his home, what
time he was not out on his book-
peddling trips.

Important to this story are the
facts that the Ewalls were close-
ly related to the Balls, the fam-
ily of George Washington's moth-
er, that Colonel Ewall’s sister
married Dr. Craik, Washington's
personal physician, and that
Washington himself occasionally
visited Colonel Ewall at Bel Air
which was only 18 miles from
Mount Vernon. But more impor-
tant still is the fact that from
a seller of books Weems' ambi-
tion led him to become a writer
of books—or, more accurately,
of pamphlets,

Washington’s Indorsement.

His first venture in that fleld
was taken about a year after his
marriage. He collected a sym-
posium of the utterances of Ben-
jamin Franklin and other expo-
nents of the homely virtues of
life, which he published under
the title of “The Immortal Men-
tor, or Man's Unerring Guide to

Life." Washington
{riendship for the

the pamphlet and the magic of
approval by the “Father of His
Country” had much to do with

ites and Jeffersonites” and it
was a protest against the par-
tisan political spirit which was
dividing the country. Along with

Weems’

0ld woodeut from “The Looking Glass of the Mind,” illustrating
“The Fruitful Vine” from which Weems got his idea for the Wash-

ington cherry tree story.
your
know, is gonme! Millions are
gaping to read something
about him. I am very nearly
prim’d and cock'd for "em.

So within a few months there
appeared an 80-page pamphlet
bearing the title of “‘A History of
the Life and Death, Virtues and
Exploits of General GeorgeWash-
ington; dedicated to Mrs. Wash-
ington, by the Rev. M. L. Weems
of Dumfries.” Its author was
quite correct in believing that
“millions are gaping to read
something about him.” For the
first edition of the pamphlet was
soon sold out and & second edi-
tion followed quickly. In this edi-
tion the author added a line to
the title ““Faithfully taken from
suthentic documents’ — prob-
ably because some skeptic had
questioned some of his state-
ments,

The Book Grows.

But the public seemed willing
to accept what he had written
about the great Washington un-
questioningly. The boock was sell-
ing so fast that it was difficult
to keep up with the demand for
it. A new edition appeared every
year and each successive edition
was larger than the previous one.
By the time the fifth edition was
published in 1806 the B0 pages had

to 250 and its title now
read ““The Life of George Wash-
ington, with curious anecdotes,

GEORGE WASHINGTON
used as the frontispiece
in Weems’ biography.)

equally honorable to himself and
exemplary to his young country-
men." Also the author now de-
scribed himself on the title-page
as the “former rector of Mt.
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for an explanation, the parent
makes his little trick an excuse
for a sermon on the workings of
niscience.
The Origins of His Tales.

If there was ever the slightest
Jbit of evidence to support either
story historians, who presum-
ably have dug up every possible
bit of information that has =a
bearing on Washington's early
life, have never been able to
discover it. What they have dis-
covered, however, is this:

Back in 1797 John Bioren of
Philadelphia published a book
called “The Looking Glass for
the Mind; or, the Juvenile
Friend.” Later editions of this
same book were brought out by
T. B. Jansen and Company of
New York. In them appeared a
story called “The Fruitful Vine,"”
in which a father moralizes to
his son much as the elder Wash-
ington moralizes to young George
in the cherry tree story, Since
the cherry tree story did not ap-
pear in the earlier editions of
Weems' biography but in later
ones (after the publication of
“The Looking Glasg for the
Mind") scholars are convinveed
that the “Parson” based his
cherry tree story on the vine
story. Similarly, an anecdote, in-
vented by an English squire long
before Washington's time to im-
press his son with the greatness
of God, gave Weems the idea
for his cabbage seed story.

Although the origin of some of
the other stories which Weems
included in his book are not so
easily detected, there is little
doubt in the minds of historians
that they are pure inventions by
the “Parson” with only the
slightest, if indeed any at all,
foundation in fact. All of them,
of course, were highly moral and
all tended to paint the youthful
Washington as nearly perfect as
a boy could be.

About a decade agd Washing-
ton's biographer was himself the
subject of a biography. It was
*“Parson Weems of the Cherry
Tree,”" written by Harold Kellock
and published by the Century
company. In this book Kellock,
commenting upon the fact that
Weems originated so many Wash-
ington legends, says:

“He (Washington) was first in
manly games, the fastest runner,
the best jumper, and could throw
farthest. In fact, this young Ad-
mirable Crichton was the hero
of a literary artist who knew the
commercial value of laying on
virtue with the heavy trowel. In
these and other fables of a sim-
ilar character scattered through
the book, Weems created a
Washington that all the study
and research of the scholars have
been unable to erase. It is the
Weemsian Washington that per-
sists in the school readers and in
the popular imagination, a figure
of truly terrifying piosities and
incredible perfections, and, as
Mr. Albert J. Beveridge remarks
in his life of John Marshall, ‘an
impossible and intolerable
Dl'il-' "

An Early Best Seller

Be that as it may, the Amer-
ican people of the Nineteenth
century evidently wanted their
heroes pious to the point of prig-
gishness for they accepted ‘‘Par-
son Weems portrait of Wash-

“The Drunkard's Lookingglass,"
“God’'s Revenge Against Mur-
der,” “God’s Revenge Against

INFLUENCED to a great ex-

tent by thousands of letters

from fans, Norma Shearer has
definitely decided to make more

pictures.

From New York,

where she went to visit Helen

H

ayes,she telephoned the studio

that she would come back soon
ready to begin preparatory
work on “Marie Antoinette.,”
She chose this story in prefer-
ence to any other, because she
had discussed every detail of
its production with her hus-
band before his death. Actual
date of production depends on
Charles Laughton, because she

is

determined fo have him in

the cast and he is under con-
tract to make several pictures
in England. It is good to know
that we will be seeing Norma
on the screen again,

e
The most encouraging and sym-

pathetic audience any girl ever had
i i film

while
test was Alice Mar-
ble's when she tried
out recently. Carole
Lombard was right

Alice Marble won
enough glory in ten-
nis tournaments for
one young girl, but
Carole

Carole
Lombard

thinks it

would be nicer for
her to get in the big earnings that
come with glory in pictures.

—_—
Those august personages at Na-

tional Broadcasting company's ar-

tists’ service have

put a new

artist under contract and they
are fairly swamped with malil

asking about her.

She is Minnie,

the singing mouse, who appeared
on the National Barn Dance pro-
gram, and who will probably be
star of a program of her own soon.

—_—
Paramount is going to defy the

fates and atiempt to make a pic-

year
when it was about half-finished, she
walked out and declared that she

would have none of it.

So, Para-

mount engaged Margaret Sallavan
to replace her, and then little Bul-

tripped over a &able and frac-

tured her arm. Paramount still
likes the story, once called ““Hotel
Imperial” and then “I Loved a Sol-
dier” and also they like very much

young Viennese aciress nmamed
Franciszka

Gaasl.
—
George Cukor, who will direct

“Gone With the Wind,” is deter-

is

mined to cast some
girl who is not very
well known in pic-
tures in the lead.
One faction at the
studio wants Tallu-
lah Bankhead
whose tests have
shown her to be a
brilliant aciress,
but too old for the
early part of the
story. Others want
Margaret Sullavan.
But by far the most
promising candidate
& very young and vivid actress

on the New York stage named
Louise Platt.

o
ODDS and ENDS—The M-GM siudio
busily pairing off their stars, but just
ionally, trying to achieve a combi-
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Pattern 1337

Simplicity of design—simplicity
of needlework combine to make
these wild roses effective in cut-
work: Do the flowers in applique,
too — it's very easy to combine
with cutwork, Use these designs
on sheets and pillow cases — on
scarfs and towels — an a chair
back. Dress up your own home or
make them as gifts. Pattern 1337
contains a transfer pattern of a
motif 6% by 20 inches, two motifs
5 by 14% inches and pattern
pieces for the applique patches;
illustrations of all stitches used;
material requirements; color sug-
gestions.

Send 15 cents in stamps or coins
(coins preferred) for this pattern
to The Sewing Circle Needlecraft
gep‘t... 82 Eighth Ave, New York,

Write plainly pattern number,
your name and address.

"DoTHis
FOR A

The Art of Humble Life
In order to teach men how to be
satisfied, it is necessary fully to
understand the art and joy of hum-
ble life—this at present, of all arts
and sciences, being the one most
needing study.—Ruskin.

When Women
Need Cardui

If you seem to have lost some of
your strength you had for your
favorite activities, or for your house-
work . . . and care less about your

meals . . . and suffer severe dis-
comfort at certain times . . . try
Cardul!

Thousands and thousands of
women eay It has helped them.

By increasing the appetite, im-
proving digestion, Cardul helps you
to get more nourishment. Asstrength
returns, unnecessary functional
aches, pains and nervousness just
Seem to go away.

Watch Your




