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 WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS
Allies Storm River Barriers
To Mount Twin Drives on Reich;
Thousands Homeless From Floods

d by Western Ne
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affording the disorganized enemy no
epportunity to reform his ranks for
® stiff defense of the waterway.
To Lt. Gen. Courtney Hodges' 1st
American army went the honor of
first Allied unit to jump
below Cologne. Crossing
river measured a quar-

From 8/8gt. Thomas J. Defilbaugh
of Cumberiand,

ton's personal

During
comeback against
Von Rundstedt's of-
fensive in January,
Yanks reached the
. swift and icy Sure

river, and faced the
Gen. Patton tagk of crossing it
o reach the strategic town of Betten-
dorl, commanding the countryside.
Pation saw that boats offered
ct target for German gunmers
be difficult to draw a
swimming across,
the swirling water
over to prove to his
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followed, capturing Beiten-
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spilling over the banks of the Ohio river and its tribu-
thousands homeless and threatened war production.
Newton, Ohio, with a population of 2,000, isolated by

PACIFIC:

Stubborn Foe

Despite the loss of over 225,000

men in the Philippine and Iwo,
Jima campaigns, the Japs contin-
ued to offer stiff resistance to
American clean-ups in these sec-
tors.
Indicative of the tenacity of the
enemy was his withdrawal to the
hulks of battered ships in Manila
Bay to continue the fight with small
arms fire after having been driven
out of Manila itself. Although they
already had lost over 212,000 men
on both Leyte and Luzon, an esti-
mated 60,000 Japs fought on from
natural strongpoints against Yank
attempts to compress them in the
mountains lying to the east of
Manila.

With more than 12,000 Japs al-
ready killed on Iwo Jima, marines
still were forced to inch forward on
the northern part of the tiny island
to flush enemy remnants from the
rocky hill positions. B the

CIVIL AVIATION:

On Upgrade

_Reflecting the nation’s increasing
air-consciousness, and the prospects
for greatly expanded civil aviation
after the war, no less than 51,000
student pilot certificates were issued
during 1944 as compared with 35,000
the year previously, the Civil Aero-
nautics board revealed.

Interested in aviation because of
some relation's service in the air
forces or because increased income
has permitted training, women rep-
resent 15 to 35 per cent of the new
students, the CAA said. Most youths
from 16 to 21 years of age intend to
enter the air forces later while the
majority of men over 30 plan to use
their planes for business travel.

As a further indication of the fu-
ture employment of the airplane in
American life, CAA said, country
doctors and priests have become in-
terested in aviation as a means of
serving larger areas and thus over-
;omil;g the limits - of wvehicular

avel.

CLOTHING:
More for Kiddies

In addition to cotton fabric pre-
viously allotted for low and medi-
um-priced children's , addi-
tional yardage has been ated
for the manufacture of about 6%
million more kiddies’ garments, the
War Production board revealed.

Outing flannel, print cloths, broad-
cloths, poplins, lawns and cham-
brays will be among the material
allotted for the extra children's
dresses, overalls, coveralls, toddlers’
dresses, jacket type pajamas, one
piece pajamas, two piece button-on
pajamas, infants’ gertrudes, infants'
kimonos, infants’ gowns, creepers,
rompers and crawlers.

WPB's allocation of the cotton fab-
ric was part of its program to in-
crease the output of cheaper cloth-
ing and thus help cut rising apparel
costs, which OPAdministrator Ches-
ter Bowles called one of the most
dangerous ‘wartime inflationary
threats.

L

These Gifts Are Different!

With the President himself not per.
mitted to receive gifts from foreigners
without congressi approvel, Mrs. Roose.
velt has been the recipient
of a wide variety of such

presents.

Already the recipient of a
jewelcrusted gold crown and
a harem costume, Mra.

Japs could retire to underground
shelters during heavy aerial or
artillery bombardment, the Leather-
necks were compelled to root them
out in close-in fighting.

FLOODS:
Thousands Homeless

Familiar but tragic scenes were
reenacted .again as the Ohio river
and tributaries rose over their banks
to flood surrounding lowlands and
send thousands of homeless refu-
gees scurrying to safety.

Operations of war industries in the
rivers' paths were seriously affected
as the waters rose, and residents of
the great cities of Pittsburgh, Cin-
cinnati, Portsmouth and Louisville
anxiously viewed the broadening
crests, which threatened to spill
over and flood their environs.

Of all the big cities, Portsmouth,
with its 40,000 people, was most seri-
ously endangered, with rising waters
lapping at the 63-foot flood wall while
state troopers and volunteers strug-
gled to reinforce it with a sandbag
levee.

With rain-swollen rivers flooding
acres of low-lying farm land in Ten-

mile in width and its banks flat-
tened out, Hodges” men steadily ex-
panded their bridgehead for a thrust
across the rolling hill country lying
j=st below the vital Ruhr valley.

]

straggling inland, the enemy tried to
up the American beachhead
mortar and artillery fire, and
armored elethents launched limited
in an attempt to trim
foothold.
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assault on Berlin, with
en, paced by armored
deep into the en-

) west of the Oder.
_the Allies breach the
river barriers guard-
of the Reich to carry
le the flatlands lying be-
yond, where the comparative level-
mess afforded their armored columns
epportunity to wear down an enemy,
whose recent strategy had called for
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, Arkansas and Mississippi,
thousands of residents of these areas
also were forced to move to the up-
lands.

MANPOWER:
Showdown Near
With the senate still strongly op-
to com labor, “‘work

or fight” legislation headed for a
showdown in conferences with the
house, with sentiment strong for
the grant of additional power to the
War Manpower commission to con-
tinue to exert pressure toward the
channeling of workers into needed
industry.

At the same time, congress
moved to draft unmarried nurses to
provide the 20,000 needed to attend
the growing battle casualties. Under
legislation considered, nurses would
be given the right to appeal induc-
tion, would be offered commissions
even if drafted, and would be eligi-
ble for benefits under the G.I. bill
of rights.

Vigorously opposed to the hog.n'l
“work or fight”” measure providing
for army induction or fine and jail
for failure of 18 to 45 year-old men
to accept war essential employment,
the senate pushed a substitute
bill under which the WMC would
u!welhnhmth.numbera{:mnt

establishment

ployees any
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have, and regulate the hiring of
people

the
ference, Mrs. Roseels delered: I
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FARM DEBT:
Cut Sharply

At its peak in 1923 when it totaled

over 10% billion dollars, the na-
tion's farm debt dropped to 5%

billion dollars by January, 1945, with |

2 20 per cent reduction taking place
within the last 5 years.

As a result of the war-stimu-
lated economy, farmers have en-
joyed high income, as reflected in
the big increase of both realty and
plant value. Since 1940, worth of
livestock was nearly doubled, ma-
chinery and equipment was up one-
third, and land values rose about 25
per cent. In addition, farmers’ hold-
ings of currency, bank deposits and
war bonds increased nearly 8 bil-
lion dollars during that time.

In reviewing the farm mortgage
picture, the Federal Reserve bank
showed that federal land banks and
other agencies substantially in-
creased their investments during the
1980s while those of individusls
declined. The proportion of farm

only a slight drop.
U. S. INVESTMENTS:
Foreign Holdings

American investments in foreign

countries totalled over 13 billion |

dollars in 1941 while foreign holdings
in the U. S, approximated 8% bil-
lon dollars, the National Foreign
Trade council reported in an ex-
haustive analysis based upon treas-
ury department testimony at recent
congressional hearings.

Of the American investments, al-

most two-thirds were divided be-|
tween Europe and Canada. Of the .

4 billion in Europe, 1% billion were

in Germany, and over 1 billion i.r;l

Britain.
Besides the 4 billion dollars in
Canada and Newfoundland, U. S. in-

vestors put more than 1% billion in |

South America and more than %
billion in Asia. Of the amount in
Asia, 170 million dollars were in the
Philippines, 185 million in China and
Manchuria and 90 million in Japan,
it was revealed.

That 30,000,000 Americans have
been injured in home-front acci-
dents since the war started. . .
Work accidents last year caused the
loss of 900,000 man-years of labor,
and more workers were killed OFF
the job than on the job—25,000 to

18,000.

That drinking on the part of either
the driver or the pedestrian is in-
volved in one out of every five fatal
traffic accidents, and that, even in
wartime, one or both drivers in fatal
accidents violate a law in two out
of every three cases.

That about 7,000 persons were
drowned in the United States last
year. . . . Smokers cause nearly a
fitth of all fires in the U. S. A. . ..
Accidents kill one out of three
school-age children who die. . . .
Three out of five fatal traffic acci-
dents occur at night. . . . Nearly
2,000 persons were killed in grade
crossing accidents last year. (So,
Look, Listen and Live!)

That thousands of hunters will be
maimed this year—and nearly 1,000
will be killed in hunting accidents
unless the hunter is extra careful.
« « « 17,000 people in farm families
were killed by accidents last year—

+ +« +» » About 80,000 hospital
beds are occupied today by persons
who have suffered accidents. (This
is roughly 10% of all beds, and the
pity of it is that accident cases usu-
ally require the immediate attention
of several doctors and nurses, as
well as the use of anesthesia appara-
tus, operating rooms and hospital

con- | beds. And this at a time when

they're talking about drafting
nurses!)

That Franklin was one
of the first safety advocates in

| “Haste makes waste” and
| lessness does more harm than want
of knowledge.”
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Agricultural Tools Rationing

But War Demand Will Limit the Supply,

Big Increase in
Parts, However,
Will Be Available

The farmers of America are
continuing, as usual, to do a
ma cent 1nb of produ
tuffs. In 1844, for the eigh
successive year, they produced
e gloari gl b
steadily manpower
supply that reached its lowest
point in 35 years.

Agricultural tools are no longer
rationed, but that doesn't mean that
the farmer, though he has the mon-
ey, is going to be able to get that
new tractor or combine he wishes
80 he can improve on the produc-
tion miracle he has already accom-
plished.

It's the same old trouble we've
had since Pearl Harbor. There's a
war on! Manufacture of farm ma-
chinery, although recognized as an
essential civillan “must” program,
has to be balanced in relation to di-
rect war production.

A Potato Digger That
ing supplied 20 per cent of the food
eaten by American troops stationed
there. Australia has near-
ly all the food for Amer troops
in the South Pacific,

194445
194344 Bchedule B
Actoal Production (Planned)
1940: 7-1-43—T7-31-44° T-1-44—6-30-45

ceenrs 40,425 9,731 50,940
107,637 107,148

470

71,852 95,221

2,008 3,85

14,535

9,688 12,232

238,410

2413 “,76

51,525

50,682 0,448

178022 209,358

senes B1,320 61,050 73,018
Zisasssis TR 5,152 KT
...... 4,142 3,79 4,580

and suppiemenial authorizations.
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American farmers will be able to
obtain no more new tractors, side
delivery rakes, combines, or other
haying and harvesting machinery

Called OFf,
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Cultivating Corn, Four Rows at a Time, Saves Laber.

during the 1945 crop year than dur-
ing the 104 crop year.
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