- THE ALAMANCE GLEANE

R LT B

Vol. LXXI

GRAHAM, N. C,, THURSDAY,-JUNE 21, 1945

e

d by W

WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS——
Japs Foresee Invasion as Yanks
Tighten Noose on Home Islands;
Peg Meat Supply at Present Level

(EDITOR'S NOTE: When opinions n—.-—:.' they ars (hose of
'mmwm“w-a il ﬁmﬁ )

relish can of U. 5. army C rations.

PACIFIC:
No Halt

Though fighting on Okinawa was
as tough as that on Iwo Jima, re-
sults have been the same, with the
gradual U. S. conquest of the island
pressing home the immediate dan-
ger to Japan proper, 325 miles to
the north.

With Japan already hard hit by
air, the enemy looked for an im-
minent invasion of the homeland,

tifications, long in the making to
thwart any landings.

Having fought through the maze
of i i Jap caves on Iwo
Jima and 1 , American sol-
diers viewed any underground forti-
fications in the enemy homeland as
an elaboration of the defensive sys-
tems on these outlying islands.
“Though heavily battered after ter-
riffic aerial and artillery bombard-
ment, they were only cleared by
steady, concentrated U. S. fire from
<lose-up, plus the gradual exhaus-
tion of supplies.

Even as U. S. ground troops re-
duced Okinawa with its valuable air
fields for raids upon the enemy
homeland, U. S. fliers were busy
hammering at Jap industrial cen-
ters and supply lines to China.

With the American fleet dominant
in Pacific waters, U. S. aircraft took
off from carriers to plaster enemy
shipping plying between Japan and
Korea, thus forcing the Nipponese to
use a more round-about route far-
ther north to get intd China or else
Ary to break the bloackade at night
,or in rough weather.

Harassment of this route came on
top of the U. S. sea and air threat to
the Japanese overwater supply line
drom their conguered South Pacific
possessions, and the Chinese pres-
sure against the enemy's overland
corridor running the length of fhe
east coast of China. ;

Meanwhile, Superfort bombard-
menls of Jap industrial centers con-
tinued apace, with the B-29s extend-
ing the devastation of already
heavily battered homeland cities.

EUROPE:
Allied Snag

Reworking of the occupational
zopes in the face of Russian de-
mands for greater territory, and the
Reds insistence that U..S. and Brit-
ish forces withdraw from fringes
of their slowed

hower and Field Marshal Montgom-
ery visited the battered German
capital for the first time since its
fall, leaving shortly after the sign-
ing of the i

the inabi

gate to

tion until

claims of
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on Luzon island in the Philippines, these Jap war prisoners

tory would give the Reds control of
half of Germany and include the
cities of Leipzig, Gotha and Erfurt
and the whole province of Thurin-
gia presently held by the U. 5.
SAN FRANCISCO:
Break Log-Jam

With Russia's agreement to per-
mit the discussion of disputes by
the security ¢ouncil of the United
Nations’ peace organiza-

postwar
tion, the log-jam holding up the con-
clusion of the San Francisco confer-

ence was broken.
In insisting that any of the five
major powers have the right to veto
the discussion of a dispute, Rus-

packers | ], §, CASUALTIES:

the announcement of the
ments, chief opposition centered
around the 8,800,000,000 dollar cur-
rency fund, designed to prevent up-

seared and gaunt walls sticking
up like jagged teeth amidst the

L d
A Russian
ty Conference was trying to throw
some light on the muddled situation

delegate to the Securi-

in China (for a perplexed journal-
'lrc_

| ist) before Chiang *‘technically’

signed his premiership.

“But why,” asked the writer, “is
unity so hard to establish in China,
if both the Chungking Gov't and
Communist guerrilla forces want to

ruins, and all about the sweetly
sickening odor of death.

Though the Russians have
pressed for the clearance of
some streets for motor and

mains the i
the fate of present-day cities
subjected to the fire of modern
warfare,

As Americans motored through
this fantasy of destruction, some
of the 2,000,000 of surviving Ber-
liners living in cellars or pum-
meled lower stories of burned-
out buildings emerged from
their hapless shelters, dazed
and unkempt. They are living on
meager rations and have no
fuel. The_only men seen were
old and unshaven.

FARM MACHINERY:

Production Problems

Despite easing of manufacturers
restrictions in June and the sched-
uled removal of all quotas in July,
b}rmmchineryoumpanlesarem-
ﬁuplpinﬂanhumuofpam

and manure may
berenrict&
Though manpower shortage is
general in the industry, .

tained by the 60 U. S. combat divi-
sions opposing the Germans, 14

18,368 missing. Eleven French divi-
sions suffered 11,080 casualties and |
one Polish division 5,583.

i

|
E
i

i

3105
i
i
i

Parachutes, Jeeps, Halftracks, Flamethrowers,”
Will Be Used in Peacetime fo Batfle

Methods Devised for War
Are Being Adapted to
Save Timber Resources

Some very logical questions are
being asked today: Why not use

ﬁm—exunﬂs!ﬂngbombnodmp
on spreading forest fires? m

not use bombers, equipped
ion sights, to aim these
mbs? c‘:hy not use n;re-ﬂg:t-
ing ute troops to drop be-
emy"linuormuam-
port to fire regions difficult to
negotiate by land?
man who is expected to take
of this program is David
a veteran of the forest serv-
ice, who has been active in anti-fire
tal work for a number of

ears.

Godwin already has investigated
the possibility of di for-
est fires, using bombs which in real-

{

ity were exploding fire extinguish-

| ers. That, however, was a number

of years ago, and didn't meet with
much success. It was difficult, the
found, to hit the exact

d.i?lu?l:y in muh.:d suf-
was a
ficiently large area.

Aviation enthusiasts, however, are

| keep in contact between fire chiefs,
| their crewmen, aviation spotters, pi-
| lots and paratroopers overhead.

| - “Half-tracks,” which combine au-
| tomobile speeds with tank and trac-
tor ability to negotiate swamps and
| rugged land, can serve efficiently as
big brother to the jeeps, and for use
as bulldozers to scrape fire trail bar-
riers to the progress of flames. Bull-
| dozers already are essential fire
| fighting equipment.

Even flame-throwers developed by

| fires,” burning out areas in the path
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a radio summons from the spotters
can bring reinforcements in a hur-
ry. A single big plane may bring
a score or more paratroopers; a doz-

fire many precious minutes sooner
than men on trucks or horseback can
generally arrive.

Portable fire-fighting devices that
are strapped to a man's back are
already standard forest equipment
suitable for the paratroopers. Some-
times these are hand-pumps with a
small tank of water. An alterna-
tive device uses water but builds
the pressure behind it with carbon
dioxide, either in its liquid form or
in the form of “dry ice.” Some
portable extinguishers use carbon di-
oxide itself to play upon the fires.
It snuffs them out by driving away
the oxygen. Extinguishers of great-
er capacity and other supplies will
be attached to parachutes and
dropped from other planes,

Meantime, the jeeps and hali-

trucks and bulldozers will be
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