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Miracle Insecticide —
DDT Not a Panacea

New Deadly Bug Killer Has Effective Use
But It Also Has Its Limitations and
Danger When Improperly Used.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is a guest column written by Winfield J.
Dryden, WNU Staff Correspondent, and was not pre:aud by Baukhage,
whose column generally appears in this space each week.)

DDT, much publicized lnsecticlde,
saved thousands of llves of our fighting
men and clvilians In countries where
our operations were extended, but it 1s
not the panaces that we would llke to
belleve.

The lrony of the story Is that It was
discovered nearly seventy years ago
by a German chemist named Zeldler,
bot was slmost forgotten uotll redis-
covered during the present war by
Dr, Paul Muller and Dr. Paul Lauger.
These Swiss sclentists nsserted recent-
1y, upon thelr arrival in Amerlcn, that
with proper control, flles, mosquitoes
and other harmful insects can be ellm-
inated entirely from the United States.
But along with these insects would go
our pollen-carrying Iinsects, bees and
other beneficlal friends of mankind,
also perhaps our birds and fish, Gone
also would be many plants and trees
that depend upon Insects for poliniza-
tion. As they point out, It ia & Job for
entomologists, not laymen.

DDT has been made avallsble to
the public In limited amounts. There
will soon be a mufficlent supply to
meet every demand. Manufucturers of
the products, whether in liquid or pow-
der form, are careful to give complele
instructions as to its application, which
must be followed.

Sclentists Tell of
Effective DDT Use

Despite its Inherent toxicity, DDT

in the desired insecticidal concentra-
tions In alr Is of such low order that
It will not cause Injorions effects in
bumans, Dr, Paul A. Neal, chief of the
research sectlon of the division of
industrial hyglene of the U. 8. Public
Health Bervice, has reported. It was
thls knowledge that made it advisable
to spray from the alr the Jones Beach
area on Long Island, N. Y, and part
of the city of Rockford, Illinols. In
both cases the purpose was to control
insects, Jones Beach to kill sand fleas
and Rockford to kill polio-carrying
fiies, belleved to have been the direct
canse for the serious infantile paralysis
‘outbreak In many sections.
+ Lt Ool A. L. Abhnfeldt, U. 8 Bor
geon General's office, after a study of
resulta secured In the army, reports:
“In peace time DDT may well change
the destiny of the earth's population
« s « Our postwar world will no longer
be scourged by typhus and malaria and
other insect-borne diseases. DDT W
not a cure-all, but In the perpetual war
between humans and disease, DDT is
one of the most effective weapons yet
discovered by man."”

“DDT will be to preventive medicine
what Lister's discovery of antiseptic
was to surgery and should close the
door forever on those diseases which
are companlons of death-dealing In-
sects.”

In the fleld of agriculture, the results

by some of its application, while In
others the results were elther negative,
incomplete or its use not recommended
due to effect on birds and other Insecta.
Will Prove Beon to
Hard-Worked Farmer

While agricultural use of DDT must
still be considered in its experimental
state, rellable and complete tests at
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to be definitely
more effective than those currently
used for control of some B30 pests that

offices and agencles of the Department

attack field crops, man, lvestock and
trees, These Included codling moth,
eabbage looper, catalpa sphinx, cotton
boll-worm, cotton flea-hopper, eastern
tent caterplilar, elm back beetle, green-
striped maple worm, gypsy moth, horn
filea on ecattle, Japanese beetle, Lygus
and four other kinds of sucking bugs,
mimosa webworm, ploe sawfiles, plok
bollworm, spruce budworm, velvet-
bean eaterpillar, vetech bruchld, white-
fringed beetles, mosquitoes, bedbugs,
three kinds of llce on man, and house-
flles and fleas in bulldings

A Good Insecticide

For Postwar Home

Brig. Gen, Simmons, army medical
corps, has sald; “DDT will exceed even
penicillin in its nltimate usefulness and
will prove to be the outstanding med-
leal advance made during the war.™

One of the newest products Is & paint
contalnlng DDT to be used on walls of
kitehens, dining rooms and In institu-
tions. Other Industrial uses have been
found by dusting with a 10 per cent
DDT powder around the sink In kitchen
and other places where cockroaches and
other insects stay.

DDT will eliminate the bedbug prob-
lem In hospitals, as well as In private
dwellings. It may be applied as a flve
per cent spray or as & 10 per cent
powder to both sides of the mattress
and springs. It also provides treedom
from flies and mosguitoes in hospitals.
The new aerosol bomb, which releases
the DDT as an aerosol—a cross between
a fumlgating gas and an ordlnary fly
spray, is excellent for this purpose. A
power spray may be used In applying
a five per cent DDT solution,

Just ns It Is proving effective on the
agricultural and Indusirial front, and
a8 it saved lives oo the war fronts,
DDT has started to contribute to the
health of the home front. The story
of spraylng for mosquitoes agalnst ma-
laria Is well known.

Palnting door and window screens
with a five per cent solution of DDT
In water or kerosene leaves an insectl-
cldal residue that will kill every fly,
mosquito or other insect lighting there
within the next several mon the
U. 8. department of agriculture reports,

A five per cent solution of DDT In
kerosene sprayed on floors or ovér rugs
eliminates the flea nulsance. A hand
sprayer ls adequate, By spraylng deep
into cracks, the DDT will remaln toxie
to these Insects for several weeka

A ten per cent powder applled to
cracks with a small hand duster can
be depended on to kill any brown dog
ticks that may be hiding there,

Baseboards, especially those that
have worked loose from the wall, af-
ford excellent breeding places for bed-
bugs, cockroaches and brown dog ticks.
DDT s sure death to these pests. A
hand sprayer, held close to the open-
ing, will send the Insecticide, a five
per cent solution in kerosene, down
where the Insects are concealed, or a
large duster, of 10 per cent powder,
may be vsed

civilians will take during the next few
months. Thelr attitudes will largely

- | determine whether we have a recesalon

of several months’ duration and
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Six Pairs of Twins in Family

Three outstanding heroes of the war agalnst Japan, Maj. Gregory
Boyington, marine corps ace, left; Lt. Gen. Jonathan M. Wainwright, hero
of or, center; and Capt. Arthur W. Wermuth, “one man army of
Bataan,” eredited with killing 116 Japs singlehanded, were all found alive
in prison camps, despite extreme hardships they underwent.

Pete The Pooch Is an Able Seaman

After three years of Inaction,
Sarah Palirey Cooke eame back to
regain the National Amateur Wom-
en’s Tennis title from defending
champion, Pauline Betz, 3-8, 8-6, 6-4.

, The tournament held at Forest Hills,

New York, was the first postwar
event.

Our Flag Over Japan
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Proud G.I.s of the 1lth airborne
watch the American flag flapping in

the breeze, soon after their arrival |
at Atsugl airstrip from Okinawa, as |

planes in the background wing over
the field. The raising of the fiag
marked complete surrender of Japs.

Champ Girl Hurler

(Note—In Drew Pearson's ab-
sencs, Herbert Bayard Swope
long a student of British politi
affairs, contributes a guest col-
uma cn the sew labor govern-
ment.)

By HERBERT BAYARD SWOPE
Fermor Hditor of the New York World
and Pullle Relations Adviser o the
Secretary of War.

NEW YORK.—The conservative de-
feat In England ls not s0 striking s
blow as some pe-lray it. Unguestionably,
there will be a trend toward soclaliza-
tion, but I think that this will be eon-
fined, at least for tie next few years,
to the naivral monopolles—power, light,
heat, transportation, communication

(already in the siete's hands except for
cables) and, of ecurse, mining, steel, and
the Bank of England. But much of this
has been on their program for the last
25 years.

In fact, even the Lloyd G:orge gove
ernment gave support to the basie plan,

Theres will be & trend on the part
of the radical movemeni in ithis
couniry to affilinte itself with the
British program. Ani I think there
will be efforis to gain a wider and
deeper assoclation politically with
Britaln and Russis. Bul I do not
discern any trend toward commun-
ism.

Whatever Britain does will be done
not by dictatorship, but under the rule
of a true democracy. That characteristic
saves it from becoming a repetition of

Btallnicm,. After all, only two commun-.

ists were elected out of 27 who ran.
That's not dsangerous, even though the
propagandists can—end do—claim 100
per cent increasel (The Commies had
one member in the last House.)

No New Forelgn Policy.

1 should doubt that there will be any
decisive chenges in foreign policy.
Britain has consistently adhered to &
pretty well formulated foreign policy
for slmost 30 years. However, It Is
reasonable to evpect a greater sympa-
thy on the pa:t of the British foreign
office for the morement left of esnter
than with the kinms and Tories the ex-
piring government supporied. An ap-
proach to self-government In India - is
to be expected.

I think foreign trade will become
more intemstional minded and more
collective, T think it will move toward
further cartelization. The question
about British commerce growing will be

|
|

dependent upon their rangs of wage.
Labtor will drive for wider employment
and higher pay. Probably It will take
over many features of Bevoridge's plan,
To hold the British position in world

We should remember that Ramsay
MacDonald's labor government swung
steadily to the right. In fact it Is
axiomatic that the ins grow consefva-
tive and the outs more radical.

the southern democracy.
Universal War-Weariness

In my reading, it Is almost a settled
law of history that every country en-

weariness overwhelms all peoples, an
they throw oot anyone remotely
nected with the war, If that be true,
It disposes of any question of military
candidaten. But there la
hood of that; America
great military figure really
That was Grant—and his
was & stench

Attlee’s cablnet la a strong one
certainly as good as Churehill had

There Is an additional point, in
nection with the English result,
which 1 should like to expatiate for
Just a moment :

had it not been for the Bull Moose spiit.

England went liberal during the war,
and thereafter, but we turned solidly
to the right immediately after the war,
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