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Fun for the Whole Family

SPARKY WATTS

By GENE BYRNES

20P—Quick Retort
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MY SON WILL NEVER LEARN THE
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HO is the greatest hitter that
w baseball ever knew? It sebmed
to us that the best warmw l;mfnw:
this argument was
" direct line to one
who was a master

producer of more
than 4,000 base hits,

No, Ty didn’t

.nmame Cobb. He
named Shoeless Joe
Jackson.

“I'll tell you why
Jackson belongs on
top,” Cobb said.
“Back in those

years we not only had to swing at a
dead ball but also a ball that was
doctored in every known way. We
had the spit ball, the emery ball, the
fuzzed-up ball—a ball that would do
8 lot of queer things and come at
you with odd dips and breaks. So
the good hifters of that period had
to choke the bat and go in for punch
hitts

tting,

“All except Jackson. Joe still took
his full swing and he was often up
there from .380 {o .410. I know I
could never have hit above .300 with
that type of swing. Only Jackson,
old Shoeless Joe, had (he eye and
the smoothness and the timing to
do that.

“l used to wonder why he didn't
sirike out at least twice a game,
taking a full cut at a ball that
fopped and ducked from the treat-
ment it got, either by emery or
thumbnail or saliva,

“Taking nothing away from Babe
Ruth, the Babe never had to swing
at a slippery or fuzzed-up ball. In
those days you could lead the league
with 10 or 12 home runs. The trick
stuff had ended before Babe moved
to the outfield in 1918,

“I've often wondered what Joe
Jackson would have hit against the
pitching and the livelier ball that
came in around 1920. The same
might go for Nap Lajoie, another
great natural hitter, who didn't have
as deep or as full a lash as Jack-
son used. With the livelier ball
Jackson and Lajoie would have had
infielders playing back in the out-
field to keep out of hospitals. In one
of the old-timer’s games played in
Boston with the lively ball, Lajoie’'s
line drive hit the center field fence,
and that was after Lajoie was
through.”

About Hitting

I asked Ty if he was ever tempt-
ed to become a slugger.

“Not with that dead, fuzzed-up
ball,” he said. *I always believed
in playing percentage, and the per-
centage was all against a free
swinger in those days.

“Later on I tried a few times to
go out for distance, but by that time
I had been around nearly 20 years
and it was a little late in life to
ch_ange my gwing or learn new
tricks. You can't change the habits
of 20 years in anything like a hur-
ry, if you can change them at all,
But I remember a series in St. Louis
where I decided to take a chance on
the slugging side and as I recall it,
I picked up five home runs in two
games,

“Walter Johnson was the greatest
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pitcher I ever faced,” Ty went on,
“except Ed Walsh in 1908 when he
won 40 ball games and saved 10 or
12 others. But when you speak of
great pitchers, how can anyone over-
look Cy Young?

“Cy had beem pitching 15 years
before I came to the Tigers, but he
was still a great pitcher. He wop
something like 510 bal Eames,
which Is more than most pitchers

back to you in the
-Hnmmehallmldbenyu
before you knew what was happen-

Cy had fine speed,

“The great thing about Walter
Johnson was that you knew a fast
ball was coming—but it didn't help.
You never had to worry about a

‘Crazy’ Stunts

I asked Ty what was the gre st
thrill he got out of baseball. s

You can relieve
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