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WEEKLY NEWS ANALYSIS
Truman Takes. Legislative Fight
To People; CIO Extends Drive
To Retain High Take-Home Pay

d by Western M.
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WHITE HOUSE:
Puts on Heat

With President Truman having
taken to the fireside to carry his
Iegislative program to the people,
isfevest centered qn public response
to his appeal to prod
action on_a  siring proposals

deemed important to the orderly

fanctioning of the postwar economy.

In calling upon the people to
arouse their representatives, Mr.
Truman was careful not to antagon-
fze congress itself, patting the
soloms on the back for having fully
supported the administration’s for-
eign policy designed to further inter-
mational collaboration, and charging
enly a few members in committee
for having blocked consideration of
domestic legislation,

While the President touched upon
mo less than nine phases of his na-
fional program, he placed particu-
kar emphasis upon the creation of
machinery to outlaw strikes for a
3M-day period during which a fact
finding board with subpoena power
would study labor controversies and
recommend solutions; mobilization
of resources for providing five mil-
Eom homes as quickly as possible to
relieve an acute housing shortage,
and extension of price control and
emergency authority to head off in-

. fiation and permit equitable distri-
bution of scarce materials to indus-
try until supplies balance demand.

Declaring that “what the Ameri-
can people want is action,”™ Mr,
Truman suggested that if congress
did not favor his proposals, it
should go ahead with its own to
solve immediate pressing problems.

LABOR:
Strife Spreads

With no major reconversion wage
pattern yet set, labor unrest contin-
wed to mount, with the latest strike
threat shaping in demands of the
CIO-United Packinghouse Workers
for a 25-cent hourly pay increase
fior 200,000 members.

The possibilities of a walkout drew
an immediate response from Sec-
retary of Agriculture Anderson, who
declared that a work stoppage must
be averted, with reserves low, civil-

ian and overseas needs high, and |

mormal marketing of
threatened. Though 60,000 members
of the AFL-Amalgamated Meat Cut-
ters and Butcher Workmen’'s union
amnounced that they would not join
the C10, a strike of the latter would
seriously crimp the production of
300 million pounds of meat daily.
.- In msking for a 25 cent hourly
wage raise, the CIO stated that it
would agree to a 17% cent hourly
pay boost, with the remainder to be
megotiated when the general busi-
picture became clearer. Stand-
alone, the Hormel company was
first Lo accept the compromise,
the union announced that the
plants in Minnesota, South
and Texas would not be

farmers |

the boosting of pay and then for an
application for price increases if
necessary to cover the added ex-
penses

Administration back-tracking on
original policy followed indications
that the CIO was dgtermined to
press its bid for the $2 a day raise
and the U. S. Steel corporation, as
pacesetter for the industry, was
equally determined to hold out
against settlement until granted re-
lief on price schedules. With steel
products essential to the manufac-
ture of many major items, any dis-
ruption of output of the metal would
play havoc with the reconversion
program.

Government efforts to curb the
mounting strike wave also extended
to the telephone and electrical indus-
tries over demands of both independ-
ent and CIO unions for increased re-
conversion pay to maintain high war-
time take-home earnings.

ARAB LEAGUE:
Push Boycott

Seeking to apply pressure against
Jewish ambitions in Palestine, the
Arab league, standing 33 million
strong throughout the Middle East,
prepared to undertake an extensive
boycott of ‘“Zionist” manufactured
goods.

Though Syria, Lebanon and Saudi
Arabia reportedly had already act-
ed, and Egypt, Iraq and Trans-Jor-
dan were completing arrangements,
Palestine itsell held back, with the
close business relationships between
the Arabs and Jews in that troubled

Chairman of Jaffa muonicipal commis-
sion, Dr. Haikal (left) greets Britain's new
high commissioner for Palestine, Sir Allan
Cunningham (right).

state leading to a more cautious ap-
proach to the movement.

Jewish exports to Syria, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iraq and
Trans-Jordan have increased five-
fold since 1938, rising to $12,500,000
in 1944 and representing 30 per cent
of Jewish sales abroad. At the same
time, the six Arab states’ deliveries
to Palestine tripled since 1838,
reaching $34,000,000 in 1944.

NAVY:
New Outfits

Traditional garb of seafaring men
since the 14th century, the laced
sailor trousers with bell-bottoms
may be discarded by the U. S. navy
if new uniforms including regular
type pants are permanently adopt-
ed. Also scheduled for elimination
is the big black neckerchief, copied
by the early American navy after

the British design created as mourn-_

ing dress for Lord Nelson.
Currently under test for the gobs’
wardrobe are three new uniforms:
two consisting of blue and white
pants with blue battlejacket for
dress or winter wear and one com-
prising gray trousers and shirt for
duty. Sport shirts of jumper design
will replace the present tight wear.
Typically American, the new
working uniform also will include a
long-peaked gray baseball type cap,
notably worm by Vice Admiral
Mitscher through the Japanese cam-

paign and extremely popular among
personnel fighting under the scorch-
ing Pacific sun.

GERMANY:
Soviet Reform

Working closely with Soviet occu-
pation authorities, provincial of-
ficials in eastern Germany have in.
stituted sweeping agricultural and
industrial reforms completely re-
making the economy of the region
and gearing it to socialistic ma-
chinery

Once the possession of the Prus-
sian Junkers, who provided the of-
ficerial timber ' for' the Germen
army, no less than 7,000 estates to-
taling 4,000,000 acres have been re-
distributed to nearly 300,000 peas-
ants, averaging over 12 acres per
recipient. Livestock, poultry and
implements also have been divided.

Typical terms of redistribution re-
quire amortization in cash or kind
to the provincial government, with
former “land-poor” peasants given
additional acreage asked to pay off
in 10 years and ex- farm
hands granted 20 years. In some
instances, land was parcelled out
at a rate of 300 marks per 2% acres,
or $120 in prewar exchange.

If proven non-Nazi, former own-
ers are compensated for their es-
tates, though et a fraction of the
last known market values.

After consultation with farmer
committees, the state sets up a crop
program, and operators are expect-
ed to deliver up to 70 per cent of
their production to central storage
points at fixed prices. The remain-
ing 30 per cent is left for home con-
sumption and sale on the free mar-
tbat.wherelheprkemnnry'ide-

Equally drastic have been the in-
dustrial reforms in Silesia, with
workers named to assist company
directors in the management of

provincial govern-
ments controlling the production
and -distribution of goods and the
employment of labor.

A case in point involves a great
coal mine formerly controlled by the
L G. Farben trust, where workers’
councils in each pit and factory on
the property appointed three repre-
sentatives to confer daily with two
company officials appointed by the
state on production problems and
employees' welfare.

In controlling the economy, state
gavernments make a study of avail-
able industrial capacity, raw ma-
terials and consumer needs. Then
a p:ﬁuctim program js drawn up
by government, with companies
told what to manufacture, where to
deliver it and at what price. Work-
ers are shuttled to needy plants,
Wholesale and retail prices are also
fixed, with the only free market be-
ing in whatever individual farmers
can sell out of the production left
to them.

Provincial officials said the
planned economy was likely to re-
main in force for many years or at
least until supplies began to bal-
ance demands.
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ed baby, ieved the hod borne
fwina.
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TVA: |
Big Year '

With about three-quarters of en- |
ergy output going into war e |
the half-billion dollar Tennessee Val- |
ley authority reported power income
of 39 million dollars for the fiscal |
year 1945 and earnings of 18 mil-
lion dollars.
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tors have warned him to take it
| easy. . . . Seven contribs sent in
this one: ‘‘Fortissimo means loud

| music; planissimo means soft mu-
sie; and Petrillo—no music!™

Times Square Ticker: Duke
lington's 8 new melodies, which he
will introduce at his Carnegie con-
cert on Jan. 4.

¢

Ieg'end of Samson? . . .
Sheean ‘told chums that at

kidngping Mussolini

Isle of Ponza by 15 minutes.
During the war American soldlers
stationed on an island in the South
Pacific attained the true Christmas
spirit: The Brotherhood of Man. . . .
The chaplain there has reported:
““Their religion had no sects. Catho-
lic, Jew and Protestant

on the flap of the chaplain’
there was & sign reading: ““When
you're in trouble, ask the Lord for

things over with Him. And when He

does something for you don't forget |/

to thank Him. He appreciates that.”
Sounds in the Night: At Theo-

Inn: “Boy, is she ugh-ly!” . .. At |

Leone's: “He says his wife has a
terrible

memory
erything!" . ..
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HE perfume of greasewood

after & desert shower, the
faint and fleeting loveliness of
saguaro blossoms, the yuccas
with their waxen white bloom,
the octillos tipped with brilliant
red, a cereus blooming at mid-
night, magic mesas, mysterious
paths, balmy nights — that is

mmnnu...mneu-hmm-uﬁuu...
boating and swimming easily accessible to people of Arisoma.

the war from behind m desk. You |

know, ‘a Warflower.” ., . . At the |

m.:immed;l“mm“m

! two attacks on Pearl | fy] gkyline, its homes and its indus-
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other by the Republican'ts!" ... At | of the primitive peoples, who, in

| Howie's: “She’s a peach. Very long past, first inhabited

smooth—with a heart of stone.” warm and pleasant Valley of the
. Phoenix, built on the site which
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