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know a man with a mustache!”
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“l must be getting older. I have a terrific desire to
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OPA Will Be Continued
In Watered-Down Form

OPA?
Are OPA policies sending business
firms into bankruptcy? Is it true

“We gotta move next week—the building commission
says this place is a fire-trap!"”
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By Ernie Bushmiller

tual conspiracy to evade the orders
of OPA. This writer believes that if
the same folks would spend as much
time and energy in attempting to
make OPA work, in co-operating,
then this agency which has become
the one bulwark against rising liv-
ing costs would function far better
than it does, battered, repudiated
and kicked around as it is by spe-
cial interests and the congress.

ALARM CLOCK
I INVENTED!

In spite of all the criticiam di-
rected against OPA, it is so popular
with the people generally that con-
gress does not dare repeal the law,
and will extend it beyond June 30,
How it will be extended is another
matter. The same coalition of
Democrats and Republicans which
| cut the heart out of the housing bill
| ln the - m ik m A

ineffective every liberal piece of
domestic legislation yet offered, is
bent on OPA of every pow-
K it can possibly take away from

Business Failures Dwindle

Here are a few statistics which

ruptcies in 1939 and 13,619 in 1940,
before OPA. The first full year of
OPA control was 1943, when there
were 3,221 bankruptcies. In 1945
there were only 810. So it appears
your Home Town Reporter that
810 firms which went bankrupt
1945 did so in spite of OPA, and
becanse of OPA.

The National Manufacturers asso-
ciation, the National Retail Dry
Goods association and others are
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trying to persuade congress and the
public that OPA pricing policies are
responsible for existing shortages.
The fact is that the record shows
that for the five months after V-J
Day, production was at a rate ex-
ceeding that of any prewar year,
1941 when defense produc-
output above real prewar
December of 1945 produc-
t was 51 per cent above
can
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velopment says employment is at
the highest peacetime level in our
history despite strikes and labor-
management dispates. Payrolls and
earnings are now emnly slightly be-
low wartime peaks and are rising,
What about subsid
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S IT true what they say about

Plenty of people think Russia
thumbing its nose at all comers is
more comforting than Japan
thumbing through a book of good
resolutions. k

Never in history Has a warrior

of grease-balling, freedom of kow-
towing and freedom of fried mush!

It is great to change voices in
mid-character, but the speed is a
little dazzling. 2

The first thing we know you will
be renouncing jiu jitsu, talking back
to the phone girl and speaking
roughly to the ca.t.

You may even repudiate Japanese

white borse. Falr warning, Nippon!
Pon’t come out for eompulsory ra-
dio crooning! oUte

Mr. Hoover urges all housewives
to discontinue fried foods to save
fats. Fine! But what will the doctors

George Munger.

Johnny
from Nanticoke, Pa.,

doesn't want to let him go. The
main point of this yarn is that
Dyer believes both men could have
been two of the best pitchers in
baseball.

“When I had Grodzicki at Colum-
bus in 1941,” Dyer says, "I thm_.tght
he was the best minor league pitch-
er 1 ever saw. Six-feet-one, 185
pounds, he had what you might call
everything. That season Johnny won
19 games and lost 5 when his rec-
ord might just as well have been
22 wins and 2 defeats. In addition to
a fine arm he had both head and
heart, but an uncertmin right leg
due to a shrapnel wound which has
been healing duﬁy- But he is still
undiscouraged.

might easily have been a 25 or 28-
game winner.

“George Munger, in my book, is
one of the best pitchers in Cardinal
history. In his last season with the
Cardinals in 1944, Munger won 11
games and lost 3. But he was just
beginning to find himself. He is now
on duty in the Far East and I don't
know when we'll get him back. Mun-
ger. is another who might have led
the league.”

These two are not the only cases.
The game through 1946 will give
you many others from other clubs.

Vets Will Dominate

The pennant races of 1846 will
feature largely returning players
from the service forces. Among
those I might mention are Bob Fel-
ler, Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams,
Tex Hughson, Joe Gordon, Bobby
Doerr, Bill Dickey, Phil Rizzuto,
Johnny Mize, Hank Greenberg, Dick
Wakefleld, Spud Chandler, Charlie
Keller, Johnny Beazley, Howie Pol-
|let, Peewee Reese, Pete Reiser,
Country Slaughter, Terry Moore,
Dave Ferriss, Dom DiMaggio, and
many, many more.

It is from this ex-service list that
you will find the pennant winners
the leading hitters and the lead-
ing pitebers. They will dominate the
double show. There will be others
who were not in serviee who will
play good ball

Here is an example. In 1945,
Snuffy Stirnweiss led the American
league hitters with a season's aver-
age of .309. Yet it is the opinion of
many smart baseball meén that it
will take a mark of .360 or .370 to
lead the punching parade this season
in the junior circuit. I put this
query up to six American league
veterans, including Bill Dickey and
George Selkirk, who know their way
around. There were four or five
others from American league clubs.
It was also their opinion that the
1945 winning mark of .309 wouldn't
finish in the first 12.

Piiching Won't Matter

“What about the better pitching
that is coming in?" 1 asked. “I
mean such men as Feller, Hugh-
son, ete."

“This will make little difference,”

ordinary hitter. But it never wrecks
the true hitter who kmows how to
swing a bat and gel his hits,

“The National league with Phil
Cavarretta, Tommy Holmes and
others was far shead of the Ameri-
can league last season. That won't
happen again. Watch and see. The

js | American league will take back its

old spot as the harder-hitting
league, and it will have to face
pitching that is just as good.”
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S. American Baseball

No one can shake Larry Mac-
Phail, the Dodgers’ owner, loose

““The answer is simple enough,"
| MacPhail says with emphatic ges-
| tures. ““The kids of these countries
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