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Washington Digest
1948 Long Way Off, but
Taft Looms as GOP Hope

By BAUKHAGE

News Analyst and Commenitator,

WNU Service, 1616 Eye Street, N.W,, |

Washington, D. C.

Along about June of any election
year, when a lot of simple souls are
thinking about
moonlight and
roses, electrie
fans, and where
to go for a sum-
mer vacation, a
lot of lenger-
range planners
are wondering
about next win-
ter's toal supply,
harvest time, and
many other
things a lot fur-
ther away than
the fily on your
nose. Among these are the poli-
ticians.

It's a great time to lean back in
a chair in the Senate office building
or thereabouts, open another bottle
of White Rock, light another see-
gar, and burble on about what's go-
ing to happen come November, and,
still more intriguing, to prognosti-
cale on presidential possibilities.

It's fun for the newcomers be-
cause it's so easy for them to pre-
dict, in the light of what's happen-
ing right now, just what will happen
then. It's still more fun for the old
timers because they know that the
voters who may not love you in the
autumn often seem very palsy in
the spring—and vice versa.

Since there isn't much use in spec-
ulating on who the Democratic pres-
idential nominee will be, it's more
interesting to talk about Republican
possibilities.

Perhaps that is why, along about
the middle of May, the heavy back-
ers of Bob Taft began to be heard
from, Up until then, most of the
talk in the couloirs was how Bricker
was the No. 1 boy, and how Stassen
mustn't even be mentioned above a
whisper. Even Stassen’'s own men
decided it was better for the young
man from Minnesota to keep his
head down so he wouldn't attract
any lightning until he had found out
whether his forums were more po-
tent than the against-em's.

Now it's getting to be more
serfous fun to talk about Taft.
Taft wanis to be President. He
bhas wanted to be President be-
fore. He Is pretty much mas-
ter of the Republican organiza-
tion, but evem if he weren't,
Bricker, his present friend and
rival, is more “beatable,” de-
spite the good Impressien he
made on his s tour be-
fore the lsst ¢omveatiom . . .
what with the leftist look In so
_many veterans' eyes, wy-
Bricker has a staunch and solid

conservative following. But it is a
little too solidly conservative. Taft
could hardly be called a radical. In
fact, his political garden has never
produced even a pale and lonely
pink. On the other hand, his sup-
porters prudently can point to many
a constructively liberal measure
which has had his blessing.

Only the other day, I was talking
with an ardent administration of-
fAcial who bas been battling for a
measure badly battered by conserv-
atives of both political stripes. 1
asked him if he could expect to re-
trieve in the senate a certain pro-
vision in his legislation, lost in the

“Obh, yes,"” he answered, “Bob
Taft will go along on that.”

And Taft has a good liberal rec-
ord on guch mass-appeal measures

as housing. -
The Republicans don't have

the international horizon. On the
other hand, these activities, both in
quantity and quality, have 'taken
him far afield from the usual polit-
ical approach to a Republican presi-
dential nomination.

It may be there is a niche in the
making that would need a man of
his proportion to fill but one Demo-
crat said to me the other day:
“Sometimes it looks as if Van would
rather be right than President.”

Times change, almost kaleidoscop-
ically, these days. The presidential
candidate of tomorrow may turn out
to be (if you'll excuse my Irish) a
dark horse of an entirely different
color.
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Columnists Speak
Out of (in?) Turn

The carping critics of today and
yesterday enjoy decrying the vari-
ous inroads upon our founding fa-
thers' ideas of government by the
people.

We hear much about *‘govern-
ment by lobbies’; ''government by
executive order’; "government by
this and by that , . .”

President Roosevelt used to in-
veigh against what might have been
called an attempt st *“‘government
by columnists.’” It always seemed
rather unnecessary on his part—
since he used to be elected regu-
lairly with a press 80 per cent hos-
tile.

Recently President Truman
was called upon {0 comment on
the work of the distinguished
columnist, Walter Lippmann,
Lippmann expounded the some-

Britain and Russia were pursu-
ing a foreign pelicy based on
the possibility, if mot the

ability of war, with each side

hoping to enlist evemtmal Ger-

man support.

In fact, Mr. Lippmann even discov-
ered an invisible German army in
the British zone. (I don't mean that
literally, for I understand that he
did not visit the British zone in his
tour of investigation.)

The President's comment was
that hindsight was better than fore-
sight, but as far as a hidden army
was concerned, he never heard of
it ... and didn't think it existed.

The same day, Mr. Truman was
asked to comment on the statement
of another distinguished correspond-
ent, Harold Callender, Paris cor-
respondent for the New York Times.
Mr. E::lllmd" had reported a sharp
reve mericay foreign pol-
ey wwargi !“m{n. I;"I'he Pml.!:;li
lln&p;d t down, too, saying that
he knew of no change . : . and he

mgde the policy.
gcme days blz , Sumner Welles,

former undersecretary of state,

now a radio commentator, made ob-

servations similar to those of Cal-
er.

Recently Harold Ickes, another
former civil servant turned colum-
nist, declared that the careful news-
paper reader could get more author-
itative information than the secre-
tary of state possessed, because the
secretary’'s information was
screened by a reactionary and in-
efficient aide.

Just how much influence the in-
dividual writer or commentator
wields Is a question. In most cases,
it takes an almost unanimous repe-
tition of an idea to produce action.
And then its effect on the govern-
ment is usually indirect. It results
from the pressure of public opinion,
which in many cases is created by
press and radio, when the many men
of many minds and political faiths
Can agree on some one subject.
When the majority agree it usually

JAPAN'S WOMEN NOW POLICE TOKYO ...
vole, and many elected to office, under the American
police and other clvic depariments of government.

the streets of Tokye along the market place in the Eonda distriet of Japan's

THE NAVY’S BUREAUS

WASHINGTON.—If Secretary of
the Navy James Forrestal wants o
head off the army-navy merger, he
might do some merging in his own
department. As it is, some of his
reserve officers are about ready to
believe the army is right.

Perhaps because the navy is suf-
fering from admiralitis (teo many
admirals), For{‘;s:nlwl'ﬁ; ut’ m

ial duplica c rela

mi.nn:x_ This bureau does ex-
acfly what another bureau also
does. Chief difference between
them is that one is on the first floor
(deck in the navy), the other on
the third floor) one is commanded
by a vice admiral, the other by a
rear admiral; finally, the rear ad-
miral takes a few hours to do a job
while the vice admiral sometimes
takes a few days.

Hitherto, navy public relations
have been handled by efficient
young Rear Adm. *'Min" Mi!::er. mi;
of the u -coming youn, ra
the navymff you need a speaker
for a naval rally, want to stage an
air show, or have a ghip visit your
city, Miller usually has been able
to arrange it in a few hours.

But now, Vice Adm. Arthur 8.
Carpender, newly appeinted co-
ordinator of public relations,
gits in naval splendor with a
staff of five senior officers, a
large force of junior officers,
and a small army of WAVES
and enlisted men.
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THE BALEY SWISS
Insiders say that Switzerland, the
little nation which posed as the be-
pign and friendly neutral, is now
displaying the same tactics as the
l‘C‘;;,l:n:me gang in hanging on to Nazi
t.

The secret negotiations now going
on in Washington to recover Nazi
gold from Switzerland have been
carefully guarded, but it has leaked
out that Switzerland's policy ia to
keep all the gold which the Germans
stole from France, Denmark, Bel-
gium and other occupied countries

and sent to Switzerland for safe- | o

keeping.

Like the Capone gang, the
Swiss won’t return this looted
gold to France, Denmark, Bel-
gium snd other countries from
whieh it was stolen.

Despite all this, some treasury of-
ficials urge a lenient policy toward
the Swiss. It happens that they
have $1,500,000,000 of assets now
frozen in this country mncluding
$500,000,000 in gold, and the French
are preparing to clap a lien on these
assets. Some treasury officials,
however, are opposed.

Not so, however, sage Secre-
tary of the Treasury Fred Vin-
son, who remembers all the
Swiss collaboration with the
‘Nazis during the war.

“Down in my state,” drawled
the Kentuckian, “when you bet
on the wrong horse, you pay off.

VETERANS COME SECOND
Young GOP Rep. James G. Ful-
ton of Pennsylvania, a Pacific war
vet.,, did some vigorous protesting
about the way veterans are being
“stood up” on surplus war goods
when he called at the White House.

rant congressional scrutiny. He re-

ported that no effort is being made
to sell army and navy equipment
around

piled helter-skeiter in and

a Pennsylvania glue fa pur-

clory
chased by the RFC in May, 1945,
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Child Will Be Happy
Over a Lawn Chair
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of your own with our Dew and exquisite

rirait : recanver-

Dt W oy 2ot & Job, DIt & pasition 3o
day. Write for ind tion, A. Geed
340 West Fist 5L, New York, N. X.

e e R b
¥
tric. Fruit, School and work bus by door,

FOR B arm, ‘house,
m;m hog pen, chicken house, sheds, etc.
E ric, water, taleph along
State Rd. Price 38

Rd X
Harry Almeney, Gattysburg, Pa. R, D, L

HELP WANTED—MEN

AKE BEA
RY at home for large hobby or
therapy. Free (llustrated wholesale cata-
of pea shell, metal and plastie
parts., Contalns detailed
FLORIDA SUFPFLY BOUSE
BRADENTON, -

MISCELLANEOUS

DELUXE ENLARGEMENTS of highest
ty selection for £2.00; 8—8x7 or 4—
T and 2—8x10 or a beautiful hand oil-
colored Bx10 in folder. Add BOc If
tive is not supplied, HELIO PHQO
BEERVICE, Depli. WN, P. 0. Bax BN,
Charsh Sireel Sta., New Yerk 8, N. Y.

POULTRY, CHICES & EQUIP.

KAYTEE PIGEON FEEDS

10 Types Choice, clean mixtures and
jodized Pigeon Health Grit—the best
that can be produced. In writing for

for

| free samples state whether

squabs, fancy, or racing pigeons.
ENAUF & TESCH CO.,
T Bireet, Chillon, Wisconsin.

WANTED TO BUY
FEATHERS WANTED

Goose and duck feathers, new and old.
Mall samy for prices.

P, R. MITCHE CO., Cincinnatl, Ohle.

Planning for the Future?
Buy U. S. Savings Bonds!
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