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Defeat of Wheeler Marks
Passing of Able Legislator

By BAUKHAGE

News Analvut and Commeniator,

WNTU Service, 1610 Eye Street, N.W.,
Washington, D. C.

There was something rather pa-
thetic about it to me when 1 heard
the President say two words that
marked the obit-
uary of a long
career. The lerse
reply was made
at a presidential
press-radio con-
ference when a
reporter asked
Mr. Truman if
he cared to say
anything about
the senatorial
primary in Mon-
tana in which
Burton K. Wheel-
er was defeated
by Leif Erickson.

There was nothing more that the
President could say. He already
had endorsed”Wheeler with that re-
markable loyalty that he has for
his friends—a virtue which easily
may go down in history as one of
his faults,

Wheeler gave the freshman sena-
tor, Harry Truman, his first oppor-
tumnity to show his mettle by letting
“him bat for him as chairman of the
important Interstate Commerce
commitiee. Truman made good,
and a warm friendship developed.

But even presidential aid couldn't
save Wheeler.

The other day 1 was locking over
the autographed photographs with
which Harold McGrath, superin-
tendent of the senate radio gallery,
had decorated the walls, It was
just about the time that things be-
gan to look bad for the senator. We
commented on the senators we had
known who had ended long careers
in defeat.

Of course, Sen. George Norris
was the classic example. Five
terms. Then he was replaced by an
anti-Roosevelt man, Sen. Kenneth
Wherry

Senator Norris' closest contender
for the longevity record in recent
years was Ellison (“Cotton Ed")
Smith of South Carolina, violently
anti-New Deal. He was defeated
by & pro-Roosevell man the year
after Norris lost out.

Up on the radio gallery wall is a
pleture of Henry Ashurst, the sen-
stor whose tongue fairly dripped
epigrams. He came to the senate
when New Mexico was admitted to
the Union. That was 1912. He left
in 1840, serving five terms, plus five
years.

The year 1940 was a bad one for
velerans—besides Ashurst, William
King of Utah left us, having served
gince 1917, and Lynn Frazer of
North Dakota, who came to Wash-
ington in 1923,

Senator Wheeler served oply four
terms, but his wvivid personality
made it seem longer. He made many
enemies. Many people disapprove
of his isolationlsm and some of his
other views most thoroughly. But
there are many, even among his
detractors, who respect him for his
integrity, for his ability as a legis-
lator, something which perhaps is
understood in Washington better
than elsewhere, and also because
they consider his pacifism sincere.

I remember a conversation 1 had
with Jerry O'Connell, former rep-
resentative who tried to take Wheel-
er's seat in a campaign somewhat
similar to the one which brought
victory to Erickson. Jerry was pret-
ty sore. He had a copy of the Ana-
.conda Standard in his hand as well
as a clipping. The clipping was a
report of one of Senator Wheeler's
campaign speeches, made early in
his career. I can't remember the
phraseclogy, but the general idea
(expressed by Wheeler) was that if

 ments of the big copper interests,
ever praised Wheeler, it would be
a sign that he was no longer worthy
of the support of the people of Mon-

unpopular enough to attract him.
In February of 1935 I had a lo
interview with Senator Wheeler. |
‘have the yellowing clipping before
me. It is illustrated with a huge
photograph (more picture than
fext) showing Wheeler, his fist
clenched about to drive it into his
/palm—a favorite gesture. ] remem-

the youngest of whom was am 18-

ber when the picture was taken.

Here are two paragraphs from
the story:

“Last autumn (remember this
was written in February, 1935), citi-
zens of Montana sent the same
young man to Washington as a sen-
ator for his third term with the
largest majority ever given a can-
didate by the Mountain State."

A decade passes and new voters
grow up,

““Wheeler (I observed this in the
same interview) came back to his
office in the Senate building with the
pictures of the high mountains and
the deep valleys of his adopted state
on the walls, and a victory measured
in the same magnificent dimensions.
His hair is a little thinner than
it was but he can wake the echoes
with the same thunder he released
when he first arrived. He is still
up and at 'em. And the higher they
fly the more anxious he is to make
them fall."

Wheeler, Norris, Ashurst—they,
too, flew high.
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Matron Upsets
Solon’s Aplomb

It was during thé day and night
senate sessions on OPA. The senate
recessed at 6 p. m. to continue de-
liberations at 8 p. m. Republican
Sen. Styles Bridges of New Hamp-
shire, bitter OPA opponent, and
Mrs. Bridges went to a restaurant
for dinner. Coming out, they were
caught by a sudden sharp rain-
storm. The dapper, white-linen-
suited senator hailed a passing cab,
and he and his wife piled in. Be-
fore they could shut the door (and
in accordance with Washington's
group riding) a huge and very damp
Labrador retriever bounded in,
landing in the senatorial lap. The
dog was followed by his corpulent
misiress. Some moments elapsed
as the quartet arranged themselves
in the cab's back seat. The dog con-
tinued to souggle and drip on the
white linen suit.

Suddenly the corpulent .lady,
glancing sharply at the senator,
said: "“Why, you're Senator Bridges,
u;n'ld you?';

ridges, pleased to be recognized,
nodded graciously,

“"Well," said the lady, jerking the
sycophantic canine away from the

blican senator, “I'm a regis-
tered Democrat!”
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Schwellenbach
Yearns for West

There's a persistent rumor that
Labor Secretary Schwellenbach
would like to desert the Potomac for
mdwm 'I'hl:t'l not hard to un-

ce heavy pressure is
being exerted to make drastic
changes in the labor department
and since Schwellenbach is as pop-
ular as he is in his home state,

In 1834, when he was running for
the United States senate, Lew
Schwellenbach carried every county
of the state—the first time this ever
had happened,

Vicariously, as shown in the re-
cent resounding success of his

ity persists today. Edgar Schwel-
lenbach, almost unknown outside
his own community, filed against the
incumbent. The court elections usu-
ally don't draw a very heavy vote
—yet the man with the former sen-
ator's name ru;ehred more votes
than were cast for the Republican
and Democratic candidates for the
senate,
. 8

Senator in for
Happy Returns

The eyes of Washington Post
readers bugged out recently when
they read in a story describing sen-
atorial wives' experiences with ris-
ing prices that “Mra. Glen Taylor
buys groceries for a family of 10,

year-old baby.” I understood
mediately that the reporter
meant 18-DAY-0ld baby
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BARBS...

by Baukhage

A new bird-proof windshield has
been approved by the Civil Aero-

Some 20,000,000 homes have no
central heating system, says Petro-
leum Notes. But what is worse—
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SPECTRE OF ANOTHER WAR
EN ROUTE TO PARIS. — Under-
| way in the palace of L‘,unmbm'g is
| the conference on which so many
| mothers set their hearts, for which
| s0 many mothers' sons gave their
|lives — the conference to win the

peace.

Some 13,000,000 men in the Amer-
| ican armed forces alone fought four
| long years—with the hope that it
{ might be the last time human be-
|ings would have to go through the
| terrible ordeal of war.

In the Paris conference comes
the climax of their dreams, and _
already disillusionment has be-
gun te set in. Already the
dreams are tinged with mnight-
mare — the spectre of another
Wwar.

Here are some of the distressing
facts this conference has to face in
trying to chart the peace of the

§ | world:

1. Historians criticised Woodrow
Wilson because he was slow in nego-
tiating peace. But he got started
two months after the armistice and
finished six months later, a total of
eight months after the war, In con-
trast, it is now almost one year
after the armistice with Japan and
Il& months after the armistice
| with Germany, yet the final peace
conference is only getting started.

2. The longer peace is delayed,
the more the Allies fall out; the
more the other nations forget their
gratitude. So the longer the delay,
the harder it is to negotiate a
permanent peace.

3. Russia deliberately has endeav-
ored to postpone the peace. This
conference could have been held
long ago if the Soviet had not said
no.

DELAY TACTICS PLANNED

Moscow's delay tactics were by
no means accidental They were
carefully planned, and with three
motives behind them:

A. The longer peace was delayed
the more time Russia got to nail
down its hold on the Balkan satel-
lites — Hungary, Austria. Anti-Rus-
sian factions had to be stamped out;
pro-Russian factions trained to
carry on. This could not be done
overnight.,

B. The more uncertainty and un-
rest occurred in the non-Soviet-oe-
cupied countries — France, Bel
gium, the Netherlands — the great-
er the likely growth of Communism.

C. Finally, Moscow did not want
the Red armies converging back to
Russia. There wasn't food to feed
them, and their quick return risked
economic, political turnovers.

Thus, ever since V-J Day, Russia
has been the greatest obstacle to
early peace.

AMERICANS NOT BLAMELESS

In this peace conference, how-
ever, not everything is black or
white, There is some gray shading
in between.

And in real fact, American di-
plomacy during the early stages of
this greatest of all diplomatic en-
deavors was just as guilty of sabo-
taging the peace as the Russians—
perhaps more so. I say more so,
because we pride ourselves on be-
ing more advanced, more alert,
more idealistic,

Congress has spent several
months of intensive study to ascer-
tain who was responsible for Pearl
Harbor; yet -no one has lifted a
finger to. probe the equally impor-
tant disaster of our unpreparedness

state dqurtm ent, oar even their own
Ee: significant facts would come to
ght.

the same thing. Lieut. Comdr, Leif
Johnson issued the order.

CAPITAL CHAFF

Gems of Thought
(GRANT that I may pot eriti
cize

my until. I
have walked a mile in his moc-
. A penny will hide the bi, star
in the universe if you it close
enough to your eye—Samuel Graf-
lon,

Change lays not her hand up-
on truth.—Swinburne. ;

We can all afford to give free-
Iy the best that we have, be-
cause in giving it we have it
doubly.—Benjamin Franklin,

CLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT

AUTOS, TRUGKS & ACCESS.

TANKS—475 gallon, puncture-proof tanks,
Sultable for gasoline, fuel oil, etc. Reason-
able, GITTINGS AUTO SERVICE, S8ee
Wask Bivd., deth Md.

CLOTHING, FURS, ETC,
Y
La Brea Bta., Les Angeles 56, California.

FARM MACHINERY & EQUIP.
i:&no#b sson.® ?P%E
MISCELLANEOUS

TARPAULINS
TENTS AND DROP CLOTHS

Waterproof, Fireproof, Mildew resistant
All sizes, 8c ,lt.lzp. Immed. delivery.
8. GOLDBERG MFG. CO.

27 Areh 8L, WAL, 20488, Philadelphia

FPOULTRY FICKERS
New models, ‘with alip-in finger, $108 up.
Electrie & gas scalders. Also automa
Get our circulars. OBRECHT, 13235 Ksy
Highway, Baltimore 30, Maryiand.

Rabkm Phessh e - agend
Good pmrl.lﬁan_ Write Bellservice, Bex
124, D ester Cenier, Mass,

Buy U. S, Savings Bonds!

STAMINAZENERGY!

You can relieve

ATHLETE'S FOOT
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When Your
Back Hurts -

And Your Strength and
Energy Is Below Par
ba Eiaorder of 1d-

4
i

)

|

i
i
i
l

|
!
|

i

¢
;
I
I
i
¥

g:
i
il

;
f
]

i
!
i
i

i
E.F
i

|
!
';Ei




