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Text of the Lésson, Matt, xii, 22-32, 38.

SZ—NMNemory Verse, 41_—Gélden Text,

nlam. xil, 30—Cammentary Prepared
| oy Rev. D. M. Btearns. =

- We bave tcday the option of the
werlar lesson or n speclal lesson ov
the Holy SpiMt. but nas the lessop for
fhe day gives opportunity for o study
£ the Holy Spirit. we will “continue
exularvly Pirst” we see Him hepling
L1 demon possessed man whe was both
hllnd and dumb, and the ,man both
spake und saw.  The people were
aumzed and sald,
of . David?" . perhnps recalling e
words of lsa. xxxv, 5, 6, “Then (he
eres of the LUnd shall be dpened nrd

——thr—enrs—of the-deaf-ghal-be unstop |
| pel: then shall the lame wau leap as
wi_bart and the tongue

the dumb
slog.™ Recently we saw HIm heal n
demon possessed dumbgfman (Ix, 22,
25, but In this case the aficted m:n
was blind ax well as dumb. But noth-
ing is too bard for the Lord. Caun we
Imagine a kingdom without slckness
or infirmity or suffering of any kind?
Yet that Is what ;we expect and shall
surely see in His time (Isa.-xxxill, 24:
Rev. xxi, 1-4.

The blind Phaglsees madly accuse
Him of casting out demons by the
power of the devll himself, as if S8atnn
would ecast out Satan and work
against himself. How foolishly the
devil does c¢iuse people to talk! Thes
talk wuck more fogllshly today when
they say and teach that there Is n.
devil at all and no bell. It would seem
from verse 27 that unbellevers .were
permitted by - thelr ruler to do smne
wonderful things, even as the magl-
clans of Egypt counterfelted the mh
acles of Moses up to n certain polnt
We know from Il Thess. i, 9; Rev
‘klif, 11-15. that at the end of this nuswe
the devil will specially deceive ‘many
by ‘bils mirucles and signs and Iyinz
wonders, Our Lord Jesus sald tha
If It were pussible they would deceive
the very eleci (Matt. xxlv, '24), so we
must not be decelved by the wonders
wrought by the adversary in the name
of spiritualism, Christlan Sclence and
_other false teaching of our times
These things will continue and o
crease untll the devil, the strong ‘mhu
of ‘verse 20,
nnd shuj up o the bottomless pit fur
1,C00 years (Rlev. xx, 1-3). The truth
of Gog. just ns It stands In His word,
is the only power that will set us free
from all delusions (John vHi 32, 30,

We are efther with Clrist or agalns;
Him: either tught Ly the -spirit of
| cd-or the devil (verses 28. 30). Ir
people reslst the Holy Spirit and listen
to the teaching of demons it Is, asx
Jesus sald, lmpossible to escape the
| dumnation of hell (Matt, xxill, 33).
| 1 understand @t the unpardonable sin
of verses 31, 32, nnd 1 Johno v, 10, Is
the persistent turning frow the Holy
Spirit to the devil and attributing to
the latter the works of the Spirit, Lat
it comfort uund encourage any wln
fear they bave committed thedaupn:
donable sin to remember that the ver:
fact that they have u fear of such
gulit is évidence that the Holy Spirl:
has not left thew. and, however far
they may bave wandered. If they wili
only turn to the Lord the word stands,
“Him that cometh unto me I will {n
nowlse cast out” (John vi, 37).

That words nre an evidence of the
condition of the heart (verse 34) should
make us covet to have the word of
God dwelllng In us rlchly In order
that our words may savor of Christ
It would be we' to be llke Elihu In
Job xxxif, 182u, und that would be
the case if our experience was that of
Job xxill, 12; Jer. xv, 16. 1f we kept
verse 30 of our lesson In mind It
wou)ld make us more careful in view
of Rom. xiv. 10, 12.

In verse 38 see these blind and fool
Ish Pharisees nsking for a sign after
He bad already wrought In thedr prew
ence all the signs which the prephet:
had sald would be done by the Mivs
siah. No wonder that He called thew
an evil and adulterous (ldol worshin
ing. world conformed) peneratio:
(verse 39), a generation of vipers (verse
84; xxlif, 83), of their father the devil

AR

and knew what was In them.

See-In verses 40, 41, His lndorsemc..
of the story of Jonah and the gre-
fish and Nineveh and her_.l:efiemnnrr
and no doubt He looked eiward to th.
time when Israel, Bt up on. theh
| shores by tue npetons, would btecans
truly penitént-at-His appearnnce [
glory and-€arry His message not l

UISBURG, N. C.

4ment of the story of

good. See in verse 42 His Indorse
e queen «f
Sheba and the wisdom of Solomoli, and
doubtless He looked onward to the
fulfiliment of lsa. Ix. Is he to us o
greater than Jonah or Solomon or
Moses or Aaron? _Do we say, witl
great gratitude n}l gladness., “TWe
have such an High Priest” (Heb. vlil.
1; vil, 28; iv, 15), and have we as be
lUevers entered fnto rest? (Heb, iv, 8.
Those who profess to be Hls frierd:
and yet talk down the things that 1«
belleved are no friends of His, hut
rather b g to the pany repre
sented by the Pharisees of His da-
Being rejected by the nation: whase
ralers had determined to kill Him
(verse-14), He is led. by a visit from
His mother and His brethren, to de-
clare, ~shall do the wili
of my Father, which is In heaven. the
same I8 my brother and sister and
mothier™ (verse 0. Compare Luke
vill, 21, . |
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me a call when wn orin need of Anything
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Nuw linejof White Goods, Ginghams, Perea
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Ths best on the markst. Call and see them.
baby caps just nqui;d. It will be



