|

country;
infants,

Bor cilmaes. "%

icali—

l_?ICTms OF THE KINGDOM.
e Matthew 13:31.33; 44-52.—July 3.

“The Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, Lut vighleonsnean

and pedre and poy
9 in the Holy Ghust." — Kunians 15:13.

ET us keep In memory that the Mu~tvr = e bl ;-r the Ringdom of
Heaven relate to the class of Propie wliim e I enlling out of the
world of mankind to be mesocluted with it iy s Millennlal King-

dom soon to be inaugurated. le u- P it
class is spoken of as Including, nomiuuliy,
class, but also, to some extent, the tares, us
These different parable-plctures reprebent the saine subject from different
stan g trsin the -aorth,—the |
south, the enst and the west, internally aud exterunlly,
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fowls of the alr may lodge in Jts branches, so this illustrutes how the goapel
of the Kingdom would, from a small beginning, uttain to a considerable size,
The mus would not be great among the trees, but great among bushes or
berbage. Thus the message of Christ received at first only by the poor and the
few of lsrael, bas finally grown to such important dimensiong that, the fowls

clude that the Cburch of Christ, at one time, was so unimportant in the world
that it was a shame and a dishomor to belong to it, but that ultimately it
would become honorable and great and the Adversary's servants would have
pleasure in its shade. This development the Beriptures represent as belng
Babylon, declaring that, as a whole, with the various branches and denomina-
tions, the nominal Church of Christ is Babylonish, Hearken to the Lokd's
words: “She has become the hold of every foul spirit and the cage of every un-
clean and hateful bird." (Revelation 18:2.) The intimation-is that there is a
large outward development of the Church which is not to her advantage and
.glory but contrariwise. Nevertheless, this is, nominally, the Church of Christ.

owever his splrit may have been misrepresented and there may have been an
improper development, ultimately the great Head of the Church will bring
order out of chacs and confusion and will glorify and use his “elect."”

The parable of the “leaven™ (v. 33) llustrates the process by which, as
was foretold. the Church would get Into the wrong condition. As a woman

would take her batch of flour for baking and put leaven (yenst) in it and the

result would be that fhe mass would becowme leavened, so it would be with the
Church of Christ;

the food of the entire h 1d would b lenvened or
corrupted. Every portion would become more or less vitiated with the leaven
of false doctrines, which would permeate the entlre mass. Thus today nearly
every doctrine Inculcated by Jesus and his Apostles has become more or less
perverted or twisted by the errors of the dark ages.

The desirabllity of obtaining Joint-helrship with Clrist in his Millennial

Kingdom, is pictired in the parable of “the treasure hidden in the field.” The
finder, realizing its value, desired it for himself and had such faith in it that
e disposed of all of his property in order to buy that fleld, which he belleved
to contain the precious treasure. Only those who will appreciate the Gospel
message will gain its glorious promises. If we love the present life with its
Joys and prospects, its hopes and ambitions, then we will labor for these, but
if we intelligently hear and, by faith, belleve the Gospel offer of this age of
a share with Christ in his Millennlal Kingdom, then in proportion to our faith
and appreciation will be our self-sacrificing zeal to attaln that prize. Who-
‘ever belleves the message of tle Kingdom will find his faith an tosplration,
indeed a pecessary Inspiration, jo the attalnment of the prize, for it will cost
8l that be hag of earthly blessings; and unless he has faith that he will fod
the prize, he will surely be unwilling t6 sacrifice all be bas for it. The field
belongs to God. He has put the treasure there. He offers it for sale to any
willlng to pay the price. The puyer is the Lord and those who accept bis in-
vitation to join with him In the sacrifice of their earthly interests that they
may be sharers with bim in his heavenly glories—in the work of th# Millen-
nial Age, to unearth all that treasure In the blessing of the world of mankind.
'The hiding of the treasure s necessary: as our Lord sald, “Cast not your
pearls before swine:;" they will not understand you, they will think you fool-
Ish, dnd {n thelr disappolntment may do you Injury. "Hast thou faith, ‘have
it to thyself before God." Make your sacrifice of earthly things to him and
be who seeth In secret will reward you openly.

Pearls were much more in vogue In anclent times than now. Pearl buyers
traded in these gems and carried them to the market, where they were highly
estimated. The parable represents one of these pearl merchants as coming
acroas the finest pearl he had ever seen. He considered it so priceless that he
was quite rejolced to sell or ‘trade all of his other pearts and property, that he
might become the owner of that pearl : ¥

This parable represents the Gospel offer of 'a -share with Christ in his
Eingdom as belng superior to all other propositions in the world. The honors
of the world, of name and fame, position and Wealth, are indeed desirable; as
the Scriptures say. “A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches;"
but when our eyes behold “the pearl of great price.” the Kingdom offer of
Joint-heirship with our Lord Jesus in his heavenly glory and thg association
with him in his work of blessing all the families of the earth, we realize that
this is a priceless thing, worth more by far than all the honors and dffnities
and pleasures of the.world. Those worthy to buy this pearl will gladly ex-
change all earthly tbings therefor—even their good-name, and this will be
Decessary, as the Master forewarned them, saying, “They shall say all manner
of evll agalnst you falsely for my sake: rejolce and be exceeding glad, for
great is your reward In beaven, for so persecuted they the prophets who were
before you." (Matthew 5:11, 12). 'He that is not willing to have the Kingdom
at such a cost is not worth§ of the Kingdom. The Apostle has sald, “Through
much tribulation must we enter the Kingdom” (Acts 14:2%): and only those
who willingly endure such tribulatinns for righteousness’ sake—for the sake
of the truth. In obedlence to the Heavenly calling—are overcomers. And only
to the “‘overcomers” has the Lord given “the exceeding great and precious
promises.” “To him that overcomath will 1 grant to sit with me in my throne.”
—Rev. 3:21. - -

Another parable of the Kingdom represents the gospel message as a “net.” -
Only one’kind of fish 1s desired, but rhe net gathers every kind. "Not every
“kind will inberit the Kingdom as joint-heirs with Christ Jesus. hence the end
of this age will be & . Beparating TIMWe, Ny represented ;
The deairable fish will be gathered into vessels: the remalnder will be cast
back Into the sea as unfit for the Kingdom, but not necessarlly unfit for any
purpose. During Christ's Millennial reign that cings unfit for the Kingdgm
will be dealt with and blessed apd, if possible, made useful and fit for éternal
life,

-Here, as in the parable of the wheat and the tares, the furnace of fire, and
the weeping and goashing of teeth in connection therewith, symbolizes the
great time of trouble with which this age will end, giving place to the Millen-
..nial _Eingdom, the Kingdom for the establishment gf which upon the earth
| the Church has been praying so unceasingly for ninetesn centuries,
Kingdom gome; thy will be done on earth, as it is done in heaven.” - What
Kingdom that will be! :¥t-will be a Kingdom entrusted to a “Little Flock"--
| “Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good plensure to give you the King-
{ dom™—and it will be fullf empowered to establish the rule of henven among

Our study closes with th¢ Lord's exhortation that all who are instructed

respecting ‘the things pertaining to ithe Kingdom should set thelr affalrs In
order.
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I AM TALKING TO YOU,

The Louisburg Ice Co. will -either
send you a statement or Fee you in
person between July Ist ‘and 10th.
We will apprecinte very much if
you will make prompt ‘settlement,
are heavy and wark
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heavier, we tr. to give yon prompt
deliveries, so help us out all you

can.  LOUISBURG ICE CO.
NOTICE.
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A.\V. ALSTON.

“ GRAND EXCURSION

TO

ASHVILLE X\. (.
THE LAND OF THE SKY,
On July 12th,, the Southern Rail-
wiy will operate ita Annual Outing
Speeiat to Asheville, N. C., from
Goldsboro, Selma, Raleigh and
Durham, also intermediate stations
to Greensboro.
Don t 'miss this opportunity to
visit this fairy land with ita beauti-
ful scenery and cool mountaips,
Yery cheap rates will apply as fol-
lows:

Goldshoro £5.00
Raleigh 475
Chapel Hill 475
Selmd™ - 5.00
Durham 4.75
Burlington 475
Greensborg 4.50

Rates in proportion from all

other stations. For information

regarding rates, etc,, address

W. H. PERNELL, T. P. A.
Raleigh, N. C.
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viena sausage,
and senaps, |
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1able price in the shoe line don't negle
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Mens $4 L. S. D. Shoes

#2.60
Mens 3 L. 8. D Shoes 2.26
Mens 2 Shoes 1.25
Ladies 8 Ziegler Shoes 1,98
Ladies 2 50 Ziegler Shoes 1.50
Ladies 1.50 Gouman Shoes 100

F. N. & R. Z. EGERTON

LOUISBURG: N. C.

You pay out your money, why not get
the best, Take Insurance in a com-
pany that pays annual;diyidends

1

- THE MUTUAL
LIFE INSURA

of NEWAR

COMPANY

N. J.

e

SAMUEL J./PARHAM, Agent

We Have Just The Balanke of Our

BLUE SERGE SUITS

Making this largest lot of\blue suits we have ever had at one time. They
are being sold rather buskly. Owing to the fact that we are able to sell

these first class garments at a cheaper price than 6ur competitors are
able to buy,

. /
We have also some very prg¢tty Gray and

We are just closing out our Irdies ajd mendow cat shoes to muke room
for our fall shoes which are soon to If you want u very reason-

call on us,

You should not fail ee ‘our Trqusers

An immense lot of
cheop?
of one.

them. All sortsf of gra.
Well! We should say so cflea;) that

We have ta very| nice lo

Voil, Panama, Mohais, White Dubk and others put u
to-date style. They are cheaper than you can buy the
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