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£ | xiil, 43: e, | Luke ix, 30, 31,

THE-SUNDAY SCHOOL,

Lesson IV.—Third Quarter, For
Suly 24, 1910,

"T_HE INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Text of *ha Lesson, Matt. xvii, 1-8, 14-
20—Memory  Varses, 1, 2—Golden
Texty Matt. xvii, 5—Commentary
Pup-r.d by Rev. D. M. Stearns.

We have but vne lesson Iu this great
chupfer which rells us of the trans-
figurntion. the confliet and victory fol.
lowing., His death and resurrectlon
hguln foretoid und the dittle Hab which
Lrought the tribute wopey. “I'he trans-
figuration. like the lesson of last week.
8 recorded by Mattbew, Mark and
Luke and Is In some respects the mosdt
remarkable event lo the humlilintion of
our Lonl. The glory which here shines
forth for a !ttle moment was ulways
in l'Ll.m..b_ul Iike the glory over the
mercy sear between the cherubim in

| the holy of Lolies. was concenled by

the vell which was typleal of His_ body,
and which was rent o twaln when
He dled on the eross (Heb, 3. 20; Matt.
xxvil-50. 51y As He spoke of His suf-
ferings in last week's lesson. He sald
that some of those present would see
the glory of His kingdom before they
~died. 1 think 1 am safe in saying that,
while both Iu the Old and New Testa-
ments the glory Iz sometimes spoken
of without mentloning the sufering.
we never find the sufferings without
the glory to encournge usx In the suffer
ings This word about seelng the'
kingdom before they died bas been un
necrssarily perplexing 1o mnny. be
cause they bave oot notleed s connee-
tion with the asccount of the trans-
fSguration which immediately follows
in each of the gospels and In Mark and
Luke In close connection. ‘I'hat Peter,
one of the fuvored three. sor under.
stood It seems very cléar from 11 Per
I. 16-18. Dr. Scofield's note upon this
Is so slmple and yet so full and con.
clusive that | quote It here: “The
transfigurarion scene contalns In min-
fature all the elements of the future
kingdom in manifestation -- (11 The
Lord. not fn bumillation. but In glory
iverse 21«2 Moses, glorifled, represent-
ative of the redeemed who have passed
through death into the kingdom (Matt.
(31 Elijah,
glorified, representative of the redeem-
ed who have entered the kingdom by
translation (I Cor. xv. 50-i3: 1 Thess.
iv. 14-17). (4} Peter, James and-John,
not glorified. representatives (for the
moment) of Isrnel in the fesh In the
future kingdom (Bzek. xxxvil, 21-27)
(5 The multitude at the foot of the
mountain (verse 20V, representative of
the nations,

into the kingdom after It is established
over Israel (I1sa. xi. 10-12). ete.

Six or eight days after the saying of
Matt. xvi, 28, Jesus took these three

He ralsed to life the ruler's daughter,
and In Gethsemane and. as Luke tells
us, went up into a mountaln to pray,
ond it was as He prayed that He was
transfigured. The eight days of Luke
certainly Include the six of Matthewand
Mark and give the extreme limit of
the time intervening. HIs appearance
reminds us of Rev. |. 13-16, and of the
assurance of 1 John Il1. 2, that we shall’
be llke Him. The more. we consider
this the more we shall be llke Him

“lnow. and It Is 80 necessary. for the

world needs some manifestation of His
life In these mortal Lodies (11 Cor. Iv,
10.11). 1t 1= mostdnteresting to notlee
that the word translated “transtigured”
Is used only to this locldent in Mat
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| LOTH I esuE I ot Mosra-ra—ittn
| Then came the brizht ¢loud :ud ‘n\sr
shadowed them, and when It was pnm
| Jesus was found alone (Luke 1x, 32-86).
Out of the ¢loud came the mf‘:‘ of
| the Father, saying for the seeomd thne,
| *Thiz 1= my beloved Son, in whom | am

]

well pleased.” it now He added,
“Hear ye Iffm™  The disciples. belog
afradd. fell on thelr faces, but Jesus
| touchedd them and sald. “Arise nod he
not afrall”  In the sleep and fear and
foolish talk of the di=elples see with
what hnmnn wenkness our Lord bhas
alwirys to deal, but In i “Be not
afraid™ swg the loving, compussionate
Savieur wifb-whom we hbave to do.

| May we ever remember the words of
| Mark ix, 8 “They ®aw oo man any |
| more save Jeaus only with-themselves.”
| How very hecessary It Is~that we
| sbould ulwm—n soe apd hear Lo one Imt
“Josus only.” X

In verses 11-13 our Lord plainly says
that -the prediction of Maln:bi con-
cerning Kiljah must be fulfilled. John
the Baptl who came in the spirit
and powersof FliJah. belng rejected.
ns was also the Tord Jesus, Elijah
must come ax the herald of Christ at
His ' second -coming o glory. - Mrom
every motmt of privilege we come down
to some freah encounter with the great

Ilenderson, N C

adversary the devil,
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