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SUNDAY SCHOOL,

Lesson Il.—Second Quarter, For
April 9, 1911.

THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Text of the Lesson, Il Kings vi, 8-17.
Memory Verses, 15-1?—0,14.!1 Text,
Pe. xci, 11—Commentary Prepared by
Rev. D. M, Stearns.

The beginning of this lesson chap-
ter, the story of the fron that did
swim (verse 6), carries me back full

forty years to the days of my school-
teach|

ices 1 have seen boys stay In at re-
cess to read it again for themselves.
We cannot help thinking of Him who
is able to restore lost people, or, rath-
er, save them, however far down they
may be. The plece of tree which
made the {ron swim reminds us of the
tree which made bitter waters to be-
come sweet (Ex. xv, 25) and of Him
who i the tree of life to all who come
to Him, making us to be trees of
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right , the planting of the Lord
that He may be glorified (Isa. Ixi, 8).

The lesson of today opens to us the
realitles of the unseen and Elisha's
beautiful faith in God and communion
with Him. 1 am fascinated with the
title “man of God,” so often used of
Ellshn and of others, suggesting, as
it does, one whom God owns for Him-
#0lf and whose one desire s to live
for Him, to please Him and to be His
faithful messenger. In chapter iv, 9,
it s “nn holy man of God,” and this
s more full of significance, for not all
men of-God are as willing to be holy
as_they should be. The world, the
| flesh and the devil are too much for
any of us, but victory is possible (I1
Cor. 1, 14; 1 John v, 4; Rev. xli, 11).

The king of SByria did not take into
account the God of Israel when he
warred against Israel. Not many do
even in the twentieth century, Even
a great many preschers do not seem
to konow much about Him and stll
less about a people called Israel, al-
thongh God never wrought for any
other nation a8 He has done and will
yet do for Israel (II Bam. 7, 23; Ps.
exlvll, 20).

The king of 8yria was more than
once surprised to find the king of
Israel elude him and thought that
there must be some traltor In the
camp who gave away his plans,
When one of his servants reminded
him that there was a prophet in Israel
who counld tell what he sald even in
his bedchamber (verse 12) he foolish-
1y thought that he could take him
captive, not considering that if the
prophet could save the king-ef Israel
je conld also aave himself. Lenruing
that the prophet was in Dothan, he
sent thither horses and charlots, a
great host, and compassed the city
about. And now they had him sure.

S0 they had some reason to think.

The serrant of Elisha seemed to
think that the cnse was hopeless. But
how grand the fidence of the
prophet, “Fear not, for they that be
with us are more than they that be
with them" (verse 18). How. llke
Paul's “If God be for us who can be
against us? (Rom. viii, 31) or Da-
vid’s “Though an host should encamp
against me, my heart shall not fear
(Ps. xxvil, 3).

How blessed and comforting the
“fear nots" are from Gen. =xv, 1,

1 all the way through this heavenly

book! How-simple and confident the
prayer of Elisha, "Lord, I pray thee,
open his eyes that he may see!” How
swift the answer, and he beheld the
monntaln full 6f horses and charlots
of fire round about Ellsha (verse 17).
“The charfots of God are 20,000, many
thousands of angels” (Ps, Ixviil, 17).
John sgaw more than a hundrel mil-
lons of angels all worshipine, the
Lamb (Rev. v, 11, 12). These are some
of the unseen realities. May they be
roal to ns also.

As the soldiers came to take him

| teaching in Halifax, N. 8. when after | ¥ —
telling this story at the-epening serv- 5 il

§ont the sapernataral. |

Many a soldier who bravely stocd

years during our Civil War, is cov-
ered with badges. We would not
take ooe from him, hy rerits then:
but many an “ordinary” woman has
stood at her post of duty for thirty,
torty and even halt u century, fight.
ing with sickness, poverty and dis-
coursgment, and with tius Spartan
coarage kept the wolf from the door
and saved the lives of n large family
of children. The man who saves
one life receives n prize for bravery,
his picture appesrs in the metropoli-
tan papers, and he wenrs a medal
which ‘says to the worl1 he was
@ Wik, DBt the won-
man who has saved the lives of
many is given no badge, and reldom
ever a word of commendation,
These ordinury women mav not re-
celve a'Carnegis badge for bravery,
but “He who marks the sparrow’s
fall” will certainly reserve for them
the brightest jeweled crowns in his
kmgdum.
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led them to the man whom they really
wanted, the king of Tsrael, and prayed
| the Lord to open thelr eyes, and they
found themselves In Bamarin In Llis
power. The king of Israel would faln
have smitten them, but E''sha for-
bade him and told him to feed them
and send them home (verse 22). So
the bands of Syria eame no more into
| the land of Iarael (verse 28, 1. c.).

| Agnin we have n fulfillment of
Dent. xxxil, 30, “How should one
chase a thousand and two put ten
thousand to flight?™ A study of the
many different ways In which God
at different times has shown Mis pow-
| er on behalf of His peoplt would be
| most Inspiring to a bellever and possi-
| bly helpful to one who does not as
| yet know the Lord,

|  Take nnother instance from the next
| chapter, when the Lord made the
i host of the Syriana to hear n nolse of

| ehariota and a noise of horses, even |

the nolse of a great host, so that they
arose and fled, leaving thelr tents and
horses and asses and everything in
thelr camp and fled for thelr llves
'+ (vil, @N. It 18 stil true that “the an-
gel of the Lord encampeth round
nbout them, that fear Him -and deliv-
] ereth them" (Ps. xxxiv, 7.
Bometimes It {8 more for His glory
to let the enemy take us and 111 treat
ns, as in the case of Joseph, Micalah,
Joremiah, Danlel and his friends Pe-
ter and John, Paul and others. The
pight on which our Lord Jesus gave
Himself Into the hands of His ene-
es for our sakes He could have had
s of abhgels for the asking (Matt.

xxvi, 5254). As a spectacle to an-
gels as well as to men we can some-
times glorify Him most In suffering
(Phil. 1, 20, 3

aeod
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lation :
efore, I, J1.\Bryan Grimea,
Secreta 'y of State of the State of North
Caroli «a, do/ hereby certify “that the
said gbrporation did, on the 18t day of
Hsﬁl&, 19, file in my office a duly ex-
ecyted ang atteated conseqt in writing
to the digholution of said ‘vorporation,
ed by all the stockhdlders there-
saiv consent and the record
proc-edings aforesaid are now on
file in’my ssid office as provided by law,

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereto
set my hand and affixed 5 official seal,
;zu h, this 1st day arch, A. 1,
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