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Lesson VI.—Third Tlu::rter, For
Aug. 6, 1911.

THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Text of the Lesson, Jer,” xxvi, 7-19.
Memory Verses, 13, 14—Golden T.xt;
Ps. xxvii, 1—Commentary Prepared
by Rev. D. M, Stenrns.

Jerefiiah was a faithful messenger
of the Lord God of lsrael and coveted
only the approval of Him who sent
him. He was therefore hated by the
“false prophets and by all who would
Dot submit to God. The Lord told him
that It would be so when He ecalled
bim to b a prophet and sald: ‘Speak
unto them all that I command thee; be
not dismayed at thelr faces. They
shall fight against thee, but they shall
not prevall ngainst thee, for 1 am with
thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee"
Wer. 1, 17, 10; xv, 20).

After he had been eighteen years a
prophet (compare Jer. |, 2; 11 Chron.
xxxiv, 1) and Jeholokim was now
king, his brother Jehoahaz having
relgned only three months (I1 Chron.
xxxvl, 14), the word of the Lord came
again to Jeremlah saylng, “Speak all
the words that | command thee to
speak unto them; diminish not a word"
(Jer. xxvi, 2). Because of Jeremiah's

m- | Taithfulness in delivering the Lord's

measage against the city and the tem-
ple the priests and the prophets took
him and gathered the people agalnst
bhim to put him to death (verses 7-11).
The of their hatred is seen In
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the description given of them In pre-
vious chapters. “A wonderful and hor-
rible thing s committed In the land—
the prophets prophesy falsely, and the
priests bear rule by their means, and
M: people love to have it so."” “Every
one, from the least even unto the
greatest, is given to covetousness;
from the prophet even unto the priest,
every one dealeth falsely.” ‘Both
prophet and priest are profane; yea,
in My house have 1 found thelr wick-
edness, saith the Lord” (Jer, v, 80, 31;
vili, 10; xxlil, 11). Bee the same state
of affairs descmibed in Isa xxix, 13;
XXX, 9-13.

With such an alllance agalnst God
on the part of the people and their
teachers we cannot wonder at thelr
persecution of such n man of God as
Jeremiah. It has always been so, and

{-the Lord Jesus when on earth sald

that it would be so thronghout this
nge also (Matt. x, 16-18; John xv, 18-21;
xvl, 1-3). We cannot be falthful to
God and on good terms with the
world, lying in the wicked one. Back
of all persecutors of the people of God
we must see the great persecutor and
| destroyer, the father of lies.
|

|

In verses 12 to 15 we bave Jereml-
ah's defense, and his only plea is, “Of
a truth the Lord hath sent me unto

i you to speak all these words {n your
ecars.” He did not fail to exhort them
to amend their ways and their doings

| and to obey the volee of the Tord their
| God, and then he added. do what you
| plense with me, but know that if you
| kil me you will kill an innocent man.

The princes and the people then took
Jeremiah's part against the priests
and the prophets because be had spo-
ken In the nume of the Lord their God,

. und they recall the fact that in the

days of Hezekinh the Proplhiet Mieah
! was.a faithful witness for the Lord
of hosts agnlost Jerusalem, but that
! Hezekinh, instead of killlng him, re-
[ pented before the Lord, and the Tord
kept back the evil which otherwise
would bave come upon them. Mleah

; told them plajnly that they judged for
| reward, taught for bire and divined
for money, vet professed to lean upon
the Lord (Mle. Il 11n.  Hezeklah
knew this to be all true, and he hum-
bled himself before God and repented.
The last part of our lesson chapter
tells of another true man of God who

| prophesied as Jeremiah did, and when
| Jeholakim sought to kill him he fled
|!nrn Egypt. but the king had him
brought back out of Egypt and put to

| death. The difference in the fate of
| these two men makezs us think of
| James, the brother of John, whom

Herod killed with the sword, and Pe-

| ter, who was saved from a shinllar fate
| by an angel (Aects xih. It Is always a
| galn for a true chilld of God to dle, but
| It s sometimes better for the people
of God on the earth aud for sinners
| who may through them be saved to
continue  yet sawhile here (Phil. |,
20-260).

Jeremiah was a prophet of the Lord
for forty years antil Judah wos fully

carried eaptive in the days of Zedekl-
ah, nud he seems to have had to con-
| tend with Iying prophes all ithe way
through, fo eue of whom the Lord told
him to say, “This year ||u~\1 «halt die,
because “thou bast taugit  rebellion
ngainst the Lord”  So |I1 died that
| same yenr (chapter xxvill, 1517, We
can always anfely leave ourselves In

the hands of the Lorid. but we cannot
||'Iu otherwise than belleve and obey
| Him, The [llustration of the Ranhn-
| bites, who obeyed Jonadal, their fa-
| ther, In the matter of drinking no
| wine, having no vineyards and build-
ing no houses, as recorded In chapter
XXXV, wWas a very striking object lesson
and a stinglng rebuke fo God'a diso-
bedlent people, but they did not lay it
to heart.
What an old story It Is, but what a
d story, that people will profess in
to be the Lord's people, but in
th l.lu- deny Him by covetousness
and wﬂd:nu- and self seeking and

pleasing, as If they gonld decelve
who reads the and to whom
things are naked and open.
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Every mother's son of us has rela-
tives he doesn't like.

Nothing short of a driving rain will
move the end-seat hog.

The man who never does any work il
always planning a vacation,

Every man has some sort of kick
coming against his home town.

The ice man is perfectly willing to let
his customers take the cake,

When in doubt it is rometimes best to
sidestep your doubt and go ahead.

A woman can dress to look cool in hot
weather, but it's mostly a bluff.

Our idea of a true friend is vne who
will listen to your talk when you don t
say anythirg,

When a man begins to sympathize
with himself it's a sign he hag outhved
his usefulness,

‘he man who is down and out should

€0 in an get the eclevator chauffeur tn
take him up.
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STATEMENT

Grand United Order of 0Odd Fellows
Nashville, N. C. /

| Condition December 31, 1910, as shown by statement filed

Amount of Ledger Assetts December $1st «

f previousyear
Income—From Polievholders /

Dishursements—To Polieyholilers §: 24,585,00; Miscelljineons 52,162.44 26,087 .44
ASSET=
Mortrage Loans on Real Estate \ 3.054,01
Cash in Association's Ofice \ 5.678.81
Tutal 11,742,82
3 LIABILI

| Death Claims due and unpaid 2.180.00
Total Liahilities ’ 22 180,00

BUSINESS IN NORTH JAROINNA DUR

Claims unpaid December 31st, 1909 { Amount

Claims incurred . turmg tlie year FALS Amount

Claims paid during the year No, 177 mount Ne
Claims unpaid December 31, 1914 No. 19 maot :ut
Total amount pre nuu ne or asscasgitnts eollocted §r secured during the
vear in North Carolina 828,410,545
President 1. B. CATUS Seeretury P. A RICHARDSON
lTome Oiliee NASHVILRE. N.
Attorney for Serviee, Loval Rusiness Manager or Orranizer for N, G, Local
Stale of i aralina. In-.nrn 0 liup \rtment t, Mareh 30th, 1911,
I, James I Insurance Commissioner, (o | ‘lify that the above
18 o true abstract of Ly styte r:. ntaf the alboy . i fraternal order
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