His Part in the Pitiful Tragedy
at Lake Stranberg.

SLEW HIS FRIEND AND DIED.

The Mad Bavarian Moenarch Beat
Faithful Dr, von Gudden to Death
Before Heart Disense Stopped His
Own Dash For Liberty.

For mouoths preceding the tragedy
un Juune 13, 1856, that ended his life
Klug Louls 11, of Davaria bad re-
venled many unmstakable signs of
meatal derangement. He heard mys-
terious voleea In the air arouud him
and belleved that bhe was constantly '
pursued by dangerous enemies ‘He
withdrew entirely from the world, his
cabinet winisters were unable to ob-
tain access to him. and his domestle
servauts were forbldden to look at his|
face, belng comjelled to approach h1m|
with averted eres. ‘The old rnlel!
syMeler was obliged to don a mask to
cover his features whenerer he went!
near the king, and many other strange |
things happened at the megulficent|
palace which Louis bad built for him-
self with reckiess extravagance,

Wearing hia erown and purple royal
mantle, with the scepier of soverelgn-
ty in his band. King Louls weuld wao- |
der through the rooms of his castles
at night, conversing with Imaginary
guests, for the most part with the|
ghosts of King Louls XIV, of France
and Queen Marie Antolnette. Fre
quently places were lald at his table
for their disembodied spirits. |

The king’s debts brought matters to |
2 crisls and necessitated the Interven-
:ion of the Bavarian government. Most
v, the royal liabilities had been von-
tracted, throngh the couostruction nnd|
decoration of the famous three castles, |
and severn! ereditors threatened to in- |
itinte proceedings to recover their|
money. King Louls reqoested the gov- !
ernment to introduce a bill in the Ba-
varian legislature granting his prop-
erty lmmunity from seizure for debta, |
and when his ministers refused this,
unreasonable demand he tried to bor-|
row money from all sorts and condi- |
tions of people. —

In April. 1884, the Bavarian chamber
refused to sanctlon the payment of the
king’'s debts from the public treasury.
and a few days later the cabinet ad-|
dressed a respectful petition to Louis |
to curtail his expenditures.. King Louls |
responded by dismissiug the whole |
cablnet and nominatins a pew mlnl.s-;
try, at the head of which be placed his |
own barber.

Thia irresponsible act Lrought mat- |
ters to a head. A commission of med-
leal experts. under the presifeney m"r
Dr. von Gudden, pronueiced the king |
te be Incurably Insane and incapable |
of ruling. and a deputation under
Baron von Crailsheim was dispatched |
from Munich to the castle where Lonis |
was In residence to inform his majesty
of his dethronement. The king had
Baron von Crailshelm and all the|
members of the deputation arrested.

Then Dr. von Gudden proceeded :‘o|
Neuschwansteln costle. where to all
ontward appearances he succeeded In |
persuading the king to submit 1o hix
dethronement and to retire to Ber:|
castle, near the shores of Lake Sian
berg. where the final trageds was en
acted. The king was escorted to Bers
castle by Dr. von Gudden, another
medical man, Dr. Mueller, and several
trained attendants, and be seemed to
acqulesce iu the arrnngement that he
should remsin there for a year under
close supervision.

Dr. von Gudden. misled by nppear- |
ances, telegruphed to Munich that his
royal patient wns “as obedient ns a
child.” and at dlnner that evening he
promised to take the king for a walk |
In the park. His assistant, Dr. Muel-
ler, warped him that it would be
dangerous to go alone with the king
and urged him to allow an attendant
to necompany them, or at least to fol-
low them at a discreet distance, but
Dr. von Gudden distegarded the young-
er man's advice and pald the penalty
with Lis life. It was a Sunday even-
ing, and a general ‘feellng of uneasi-
ness prevailed among those who had
remaloed at the castle when the king
and Dr. von Gudden falled to reap-
pear after an hour had elapsed. Bearch
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parties were organized, and during the
night one of the royal footmen found
the king's hat, coat and overcoat close
to the bank of the lake and Dr. von
Gudden's umbrélla close by on the
ground. The bodies of the king and
his physiclan weré found not far from
the shore of the lake, In shallow wa-
ter, both heads projecting above the
surface. Dr. von Gudden's face and
head bore the marks of heavy blows
which the king, a man of immensely
powerful bulld, had showered upon
him.

The position of the bodles and the
articles of clothing found near them
made it possible to surmise, with prob-
able accuracy, the detalls of the trage-
dy. It s likely that the king Intended

to eacape from his prison—for as such | W
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