A PRACTICAL
EXPERIENCE

In Obtaining a Plan For a

Detective Story

By NATHAN JERNEGAN
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1 am & literary man—that is, If detec-
tive storles may be called lterature.
Of course my work Involves the inven-
tive faculty, and invention involves
wental lJabor. [ often thought that 1f 1
could obtain regl cases, such as the
sharp detective works out, 1 would be
able to dispense with the hardest part
of my work. 1 applied to the police
for such cases, but all I got was the
tracking of a thief, a burglar or a

murderer by some slip made by the

perpetrator or some -one else. There
was not emough in it to keep a reader
In anxious expectation through several
bundred closely printed pages.

One morning 1 had a real case come
to me withoot any inguiry. 1 was sit-
ting in my study racking my brain for
matérial when.a mald entered and told

rectly written In every particular,
What did It mean? Instead of spend-

ing the rest of the morning trying teo

foveat a detective story, I

package, but no one knew anything
about it. The expressmen don't keep
records of the senders of miscellaneous

currency for the Jer_fql;. but If I at-
tempted to lead my correspondent into
a trap 1 would fall"Intv one myself.

My plot was mipldly working to a
head, and ! saw possibllitles of ex-
| panding it Into a novel that would send
L my pame up nmong the great writers
| of detective storlex. But | resolved to
| walt till the denoucrat before begln-
| ning, for experlence Gad taught me
| that (Le easiest way to write 8 detec-
tive story Is (v begin et the end Idstead
of the heginning.

After a leugthy correspondence It
was arranged between me and the
party attempting to recover the jewels
that 1 should meet him in a house
which was one of a row of stone fronts.
At o certain hour on a certain day I
was to ring the bell of an apartment
‘on the third floor of the bullding. If 1
wepe alone it would be known; If 1
were followed it would be known. In-
Jeed, unless I came by myself there
would "De no use of my comlng at all
Fhould I throw up the agreement 1

police. Indeed. they were now nDeces-
sary to me. I must devise
with them by which I should be

Upon showing him the bufliding where
1 was to meet my party he noticed that
the reofs of all the houses In the block
were of the same helght Thinking
that if any one should wish to get sway
he would mount to the roof amd go
down through the scuttle of another
house, the sergeant concluded to pwl
men on the roofs to watch that meany
of egress. This would obviate the
necessity of keeping on my trall In the
street, which wonld be known to the
criminal.

On the day and hour appointed I re

'packages. The next question was,

was explained I did not care to have |
any one but myself kmow that they |
were in my possession. They might
be stolen property, and I had no mind |
to zo to jail as the thief. However, 1 l
selected one of a few small stones I.l
found in_the tray and took it to a |
dealer oAf" gems for inspection. He |
pronounded it genulne. I

I returned to my study, threw myself !I
into an easy chair and began to |
ponder. The jewelry had been sent |
me by some one whom 1 did not know,
for 1 had never before seen the h-.nd|
writing. There could have been no !
mistake as to the intention. But what |
‘was back of the intention? |

Suddenly an explanation flashed on |
my brain like the flame of a gun at |
night. The jewels had been stolen, and
whoever had stolen them, fearing to |
be caoght with them In his possession, |
had sent them away. After all, was |
oot that n good scheme? Infernal |
machines and poisoned food had been |
sent by express and the shipper was
never discovered. The thief would |
doubtless open communication with |
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paired with the jewels to the building,
rang the bell of the third flat in the
, the latch was drawn, and 1

1 passed through it into a room. A man
advanced to meet me. He did not look
at all ljke a jaiibird or. indeed, & crim-
inal o®Any kind. :

“Ab,” he sald cordially. *1 see you
have brought the box. Permit me tc
explain verbally thit these jewels are’|
a legacy to my daughter. The will bv]
which she inberited them was not prop- |
erly druwn, and in law, though not in
equity, they belong to another. To sats
them-1 eaptured them, though if what
I bave done were known it would snl
Ject me to a criminal prosecution. That
is the reason I sent them to you and
why I am willing to secure your silencr
by paying you so large an amount.”™

Here was a subcomplication for my
work. 1 was very much interested
and listened eagerly to the man's
story of how be had saved his dawgh-
ter's Inheritance. [ declined to accept
any reward-for the return of the jew-
¢ls, but be declared that a bargaln was
a bargnin and we must both stand Ly
the one we had made. Since the potice
were behind me I thought It perfectly
safe to accept temporarily anything be
might offer.

He counted out Afty $100 bilks,
which 1 rolled In a wad aod puat in
my pocket. It had been agreed be-
tween me and my supports that when
on my return 1 reached the street

after | bad made my satrance shomld

case

persuaded and went up. They
the doorbeil of the third floor flat,
not receiving a response, weres obliged
to force an entrauce. This took somo
time, as every door and window was
barred.  When it was effected the fiat
was f d to be empty. A door had
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feel aswured that
jewels were not on his track. But

would involve delay, and 1 was
anxious to pull tbe thread of my fnves-
tigations at once. So | advertised that
Af the: party who had mi=directed wome
property sent by express would ad-
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I received no reply to this, bt very
#00n & note came through the mall
stating that certaln property had been
addressed to me by mistake and if 1
would return it, asking no questions,
half the value would be deducted. It
plain from this that my theory
correct. The jewels had been
and the thief was inclined to
me to return them to him with-
him away. To ease my con-
sald the matter rested on a
Zamily affair that he was not at liberty

:

been cut into the adjoining building,
through which any one might havé
passed out and away. At any rate, the
man who had saved his daoghter's
fortune 1 never saw agaln. Nee did
the

1 went to the station and turned the
bills 1T bad recelved over to the ser
‘geant. He sent them to a bamk for
nspection, and they were prosounced
‘nunterfeit.

1 asked the Inspector for m theory
as to the meaning of the whele busl-
ness. After some thofight he sald:

“There was a robbery of jewels re-
cently of which we were netified and
were hot on the robber's tracks. That
the gems might not be found on him

you, though it is also .possible that
some one seeing your ad. did so. The
result you know. Whoever he la he
has the jewels and you have $5,000
in worthless money. Next time you
meet with such a case you'd better re-
port it to ua at once.”

1 had written detective smtories based
on. the stupidity of the police and the
' of. my bero, 1 now felt that
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door several pollcémen who bad cowe -

SUNDAY . SCHOOL.

Lesson VIl.—Fourth Quarter, For
Nov. 17, 19120

THE INTERNATIONAL SERIES.

Text of the Lesson, Mark viii, 27, to ix,
T—Memory Verses, 36, 37—Goelden
Text, Matt. xvi, 1&—Commentary Pre-

- pared by Rev. D« M, Stearns.

This lesson Is recorded also In Matt.
xvl and Luke Ix, and we will conslder
it with -the harmony of the gospels
before ux, Mimpriss fn his harmony
says that this ls the @rst particular
prediction concerning the rejection,
the death nnd the resurrection of the
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It should mot so mweh concerm
what others say, but what does
heart say. what fs He o mo persen-
ally? . Simon Peter, generally the
spokesman, anwwered, “THou art the
Christ, the Som of the IWwlng God™
(verse 20: Matt. xvl 1. See. his
similar testimony. in John vi, 69, and
that of Martha. in Jobn xi, 27. Can' T
look wpon HIm with His eyes as a
flame of fire seatching me through
and through and sagy. O Lord, thou art
to me the risen livibg Christ, my per-
sonal Saviour. If se: then blessed am
L for our Father in beaven has taught
me by His spirit (Matt. xv!, 17). The
words translated Peter and rock In
Matt. xvi. 18, are not guite the same.
the first signifying = plece of roek
easlly moved and the  other a sofid’
rock Immovable. The rock foundation
is the great truth that Jesus Is God.
and other fonndation ¢an no man lax l
(I Cor. 1il, 13; Acts Iv, 12). .

The church built on this and on His |
great atonement as God ean never be
moved. The company of all true be-
llevers in Him coustitutes this church:
and all else must comse- to naught.
Peter was given the keys of fhe king.-
dom, not the eharch, and’ t¥e chiurch is

not the kingdorm, but the hesvenly cen.
ter of It

at the hands ef she eiders, chief prissts.
and scribes He must suffer many
things, be rejected and Wilied nnd aft-
er three days rise again (verses 31: |x,
31; x. 83, 3D: buwt, although to us
seemingly so plain, His declples did
not recelve these sayings mot even
Peter and Jobkm, aad it I8 written con-
cerning them thiat up to the time of
His actual resarrection: from: thie dead

and margink Mark eur Dord's reply
and note thet what is net of God' B of
the devil and. Is an offease to. God

Bellevers are elther a: sweet savor
of Christ or-salt that has lost its savor.
There is no-room for self in-a. disciple-
of Christ. It must be aiways = denia)
of self, taking up the cross dafly and
following Him; alwags deMvered unte-
death for- Jesus' sake; that the life of
Jesus may be manifest in us: reckon-
Ing ourselves dead unto sim and alive
unto God (11 Cor. Iv, 10, 11: Rom. wh
11). There s no cross of gold or Jet
or Jewels or flowers seen In Beripture,
but ondy a cruel eross of death.

It means crucHfled to the world and
the world to us, seeing Jesus only. To
one life means budiness, to another his
profession, to. another pleasure, to an-
other this or that great schems, phil-
anthropie perhaps. or just fo make
money, but one who ia right with God
says, “To me to Nve is Christ” He
does not ask us to suffer with Him
without setting before ns the glory of
the kingdom to which He has enlled
(I Thess. H. 12; 11 Thesa. 1. 14: I Pet

38 of ‘'onr lemon, and which we shall
see more clearly In next week's study
of the tramfiguration, and to which
the Iast verse of this lesson (Mark ix,
1) clearly belongs. It was the God of
glory who appeared to Abraham (Acts
rii, 2), and we ean only be sustained
In the patlent walting, ns He and
others were. Rnt the church ag
whole Is as blind o the glory of His
kingdom as the disciples were to” Flin
death and’ resnrrection, not heeanne It
fs pot plainly revealed. hut becanss
\other _ thoughts and _wags leave nn
oo for Pl .. Domiade
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From that time and re- |
peatedly He begam to tell them that |-

¥, 10), and to which He refers In verses |

The Only Way. =
An eider while baptixing converts ul
u revival weeting advanced with.a
wiry, sharp eyed old chap loto the wa-
ter. He ssked the asual question.
whether there was any reason why the
ordinance of baptism should ot be
administered. ~ After a pause a tall,
powerfnl Inoking man who was look-
‘ing quletly on rémarked, “Elder, |
don't want to Interfere In yer business,
but | want to say that this is an old
sinper you bave got bold of and that
one dip wop't do bhim any good; you'l
bavé to anchor him out in deep water
Jvernight."—Life,

————————— e
Happy Days.
Oh, happy was the chiidhood hour
paid the bills

to grasp the flower
blossomed bllls!
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2" he asked, “will you marry
* abey snswared softly.

psed Into sllemce that at last)
paaful to bla o
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has the patience of & saint?

never ks or  d o

Or utters protest mid or fadnt?
The oyster. .

Who plays the star part In: the stew
At moclals all the season through
Alone, with no comrade In view?

. The oyster .

=Rieomond Times-Dispateh.

Shert and to the Point,

A certaln wan was lovited to speak
at a political meetiog and was placed
last em the Iist of spenkers. More
over, the chalrman Introduced several
#peakers whose names were not oa the
pfogram. and the andience was tired
out whev be eventnally Introduced the
last speaker: “Mr. Bones will now give
as his address.”

“My address,” sald Mr. Bones, rising.
“is 653 Park viin. snd | wish you nl
good might "—Lipplincott’'s Magasine.

What He Got Out of It
He mever took a day of rest;
He couldn't afford i1
He pever had his trousers prosseds
Be couldn’t afford it

He never went awny care free

To wisit distant lands, to see

llow fair a place this world might be-
He couldn’t afford It

He never west 10 see a play:
He couldn't afford It
His love fer art be put away;
He couldn’t afford It
He dled and left his helrs a lot,
But mo wll shaft proolatms the spet
- In which he lies. His shildren theught
~ They couldn’t afford &%
=Chilcago Reeerd.Hevald.
————
Their Move.

“St#t at Bllison's lodging howse, are
you not

Moo | —Nou_at_the Cholmondeley ‘apart-|
menta"

“Whes did you mova?’

—“Didn’'t meve. They just changed the

mame and put wp the rent”—Boston
Transcript.

The Man Who Carries. the Mail
The pestman’s package is & thing
He carries oarelenaly,
What joF or woe he may. bestow
He doesn’t know=not ne!
Bome pestenrds for the leaers,
And for the rest some Hills—
And very scads of foolinh, ais.
Of soup und sy wnd, pilis]
Bot in the mall mun's gaipancik.
Well hla from vuigur ewes,
Beneath the heap. anch Buried deep
A mighty missive jlen
Brings 1t & waitine muoden
Her lover's merrii’.  Ah,
Better than that: iu trings & fat
Check from ter denr pupa’
—Ulevelsnd Plain Dealer.
One on Father,
Father—Tom, gu and fetch
boree.
Tom—Why the vld one, father?
Father—Wear vnt the old one Orst,
that’'s my motte.

the. old

Tom—Well. father, then yon fetch|

the horse.—Punch :
——
Btage Btorms.
The sandsiorm on the stage
1 wadersiand they doa't ase sand
But hmmun”fou? =

The snowstorm on the stage
Oft makes the hit of hits,
| A d the Ar t
Tear plays to bits.
=Loulaville Courfer-Journal.

He Had a Cinch,
“Solomon, you know, was considered
@. wisest man on earth.,”
“Yes. His wives probably kept him
Informed concerning all that was Bo
g on."—Chicago Record-Herald.
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BIG LINE SCHOOL BOOKS

We have im this line about all the necessities for your ghild
and will be glad to furnish you what you may nedd,

Toilet Articles

' We have the most complete line of toilet artioles ever
‘carried in a town ne larger .than Louisburg and are
easily in position to furnish the ladies almost anything

they want in this line. €all in and look it over,
Prescriptions

Although good attentiom is given all other branches
of our business our prescription department is given
the most prompt and caveful. In this we use only
the newest and freshest chemicals' and then only

. those that are thoroughly reliable and endorsed by
the leading phiysicians. When you have a prescrip-
tion to be filled send it to the old reliable and it will
be given immediate and careful attention.

AYGJUGK | DE!G COMPANY
NOTICE

ever beflere, oettom is a
pay wa. We mean all.

reg

W. Perry Jr. & Co.
Tebacoo s higher than
good peice, bring it ea and

Set. 312 A.W. Porry, Jr., & Company

Don’t Your Horse
~ Suit You?

Then come to see us and let us trade you one that will. ~ Our
Mr, Fuller is now in markets purchasing a néce lot of good
horses and his long experience and fair dealing will guarantee '
you satiaflaction. Come to see us and lots talk it over anyway

FULLER & PERRY

Perfect lines for

the woman of stout

- figure are most casily se-
cured by wearing a Kabo
form-reducing corset.

This new idea knownas_

“THE LIVE MODEL CORSET®
applies especially to the corsets
“for women of full figure. The
model used for fashioning
these corsets has quite a full
figure.
. These corsets are fashio
:ln such a way ag to give 2
uction in hip measu
of from thrée to four inches
and at the

.-Vlﬁl Krow Him.
The man who makes me
) . ] E... weary
Has'a ninety

.




