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Garden Time

By M. IJ Gardner

Have you decided which |

season of the year you like|
best? Spring? Summer? Fall
Regardless of your choice,
believe that we will all agr
that the fall season is a beay,.
tiful time in the Old Norfp
State, and especially in of,,
mountains.

Should you need a lif e
prodding to convince youy |
would suggest that you seljact
a section of the Blue Rj ﬂlz(‘
Parkway between Fancy ;ap,
Va. and Clingman's Do in
the Great Smoky Mountfains.
You will be rewarded| he
yond measure, by the uty
that unfolds before yo\;tyﬁ
as you round each curve in
the highway; or captyre the
views from the many king
overlooks.

To understand tl\ﬁ{ reasons
for fall coloration in the
leaves, we must go Lo the
plants themselves and find
what makes the color in the
first place. It is complicated
but perhaps we can simplify
enough to be understood.

Leaves are the manufactur-
Ing centers for all plant food
and they are green because
they contain c¢hlorophyll. It is
the cholorphyl which man-

ufactures the spgars which |

supply the food kessential for
plant growth.

These sugars are manu-
factured in the leaves during

bright sunny days and are
distributed throughout the
plant by a maze of pipes and
tubes, made up of many dif-
ferent kinds of cells. The
most rapid manufacture takes
place during the spring and
summer months when the
light intensity is greatest andq
the days are longer.~

In the early fall, the days
become shorter and night
temperatures begin to dip.
When this happens the sugdrs
are not moved around in the
plant, as they were under
higher temperatures and
longer days, but become trap-
ped in the leaves and bulld up
rapidly.

This is the signal which
triggers a slowing down of the
manufacture of chlorophyll
as it is destroyed in the leal
faster than it is produced.

When this happens the
leaves lose their green color
and we see an intensification
of red and yellow pigments
which have been present in
the leaves all the time bus
masked by the green chi
phyll. The loss of chioropl
and the intensification of the
other pigments account for
the beautiful fall coloration
in our foliage.

Don't miss the colorful
parade this fall. October is a

good time to plan your trip,
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New Weevil-Resistant Alfalfa!

that can put you back in alfalfa

EVLCHEK is the first available
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