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.. (An Editorial from The

Millions of people on the first

. Sabbath of the New Year will
gather in'the churches of this
country for one purpose and an-

) or the
. greater portion, of those who at-
services, do so for
the purpose of worship or for
the purpose of obtaining inspi-
ration, and ‘in very fact it is

_other, ~'Ostensibly all,
ténd church

o wnsessiioubtful that any large portion|religious ideas. ~ But mome of|vouy pastor is ;
of ‘the millions Who go to|the speakers despaired of t “tha-!p:ﬁ'&m'%
Church today are actuated by|church or of religion. . Rathet|more freely and  framidy; be'
The ch  the greatest in-|the chureh might occupy to bet-| shall remind i kos the saniall
gtitution in e land, deepite 8l lar o vantagay Juk: ot without| obligations which I feel are up-
the ravings of eritics and | reyealing fhe ental re- .
are more vomf youth against the old oR me and my cifurdy

good people in the church than
outside

i

that make up the mem
of

bership. - The church member
48.in good company—at least
the very best company that can

gnd after making due dis-

‘may infest the church.
Take the influence of the
church out of any community
and 'few people who are really
worth while could be attracted
as new citizens of such com-
munity, Even the man who is
not a8 church man and never
goes inside of a church, if he is
a success.in any line of worth-
while activity, if he is the type
of man that chambers of com-
‘merce make efforts to get for
their ‘cities, ‘would not care to
move _into.

“The g 0‘ :": an
member of a civic club, as
member of a fraternal order, or
even as a citizen of a communi-
ty, in an overwhelming majori-
ty of cases at least has a whole-
some respect for the church and
would not care to live in a city
where its influence is unknown.

In these latter days, however,
the church is on trial. Tremen-
dous attacks are being leveled
against the church as our fath-
ers knew it and as most of the
middle aged and older people of
today knew it in their- youth.
And it is not for us to say that
all these attacks are without
reasonable ground. To be sure
the church has its faults. In
too many cases, perhaps, it is
not fulfilling its mission. In too
many cases, perhaps, the mem-
bership of the churches is too
much interested in handsome
buildings and elegent furnish-
ings and not enough interested
in the ion of the church’s
Great Founder. In too many
cases, perhaps, the individual
members of the church are
more interested in what they
wear to church than in the
quality of his or her heart.

* One of the grounds of modern-
day attack upon the” ‘rch is
that it has not kept step with
the world’s progress, that it is
behind the times, that it has not
kept up with the advancing
thought of the century. On this
ground there seems to be some-
thing - of widespread revolt
among the young people of the
country, even the denomina-
tional colleges, supposed to be
citadels of fundamentalism and
guardians of the orthodox in re-
ligion. Many of these young
people, -students in church col-
leges, -are championing new
views of the mission of the
church.

Oliver Sherman, special cor-
respondent of the Consolidated
Press Association, in a copy-
right dispatch from Evanston,
Illinois, tells us that the thous-
and = representative students
from most of the church col-
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during their in-

and more bad people
- outside than in the church. The
‘average quality of all the people
bership
the churches in the United
“States is higher than the aver-
_age quality-of all the people out-
“gide the ranks of church mem-

be found in this world—after
all that is done and said about
the shortcomings of the church
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- Charlotte Observer.) '
happening to~ ' $hE. ' ngligious| ' 3¢ Kidgeway, 8. C. umd
thought of the youth of the 2

land.

ly at the church as &t

order.
“The church lacks courage in

lems and has

of society.

'hood. It is un-Christian in its
‘attitude toward war,” one stu-
dent leader declared, addressing
the meeting. :

- “The church too often is a

| of social life. It is the victim
1of the Roman genius for organ-
| ization so that today it is easier
for a camel to go through ¢

eye of a needle than for a bish-
op or a church official to be a
Christian,” a clergyman - told
the students in his address. -
A girl student speaker direct-
ed this shot: ““The chujch is
frittering away its energies and
resources i futile denomind»
tional (rivalries which never
had deep signi ce or have
{ong since Jost that significance.

buildings,  printing

ful duplication.” :

“It is time the church tackled
the problem of eugenics,” a Bi-
ble school student and leader
in the youth movement told
the meeting. “The church will
not be fulfilling its mission un-
til it has birth control clinics,
psychiatric service which will
assist its people with their be-
havior problems and thus make
possible a healthier and happier
race. The appeal should be to
the intellectual persons and
aim to improve the people by
improving the breed.”

“The church is unwilling to
deal with the race problem be-
cause it knows it will tread on
someone’s toes. It assumes an
un-Christianlike attitude on
war and militarism as the tool
of the Government for creating
'a war-like spirit directly op-
‘posed to the teachings of Je-
sus,” another declared.

“Too many ecclesiastical
dentists have been pulling the
teeth of Jesus’ words until they
don’t upset anybody,” a church-
man told the students. He de-
plored the great building pro-
gram of churches estimated in
the neighborhood of five hun-
dred million dollars for the last
year. As a result the church
will have a perfectly magnifi-
cent place in which to say
something and will have noth-
ing to say.”

But all expressed the hope
that the church would change
its course and meet the require-
ments which the student lead-
ers set up. Churchmen, instead
of being shocked by the student
expressions, expressed pleasure
that the students are thinking
geriously of modern problems.

TO PRAY FOR MISSIONS
FEBRUARY 19.

A day of prayer for missions
will be observed by all denomi-
nations in the United States
and Canada on the first Friday
in Lent, Feb. 19. Mrs. Helen
Barrett Montgomery is the au-
thor of the program, -entitled
“In Everything by Prayer.”” It
was thought fitting this year,
when “Prayer and Missions” by
Mrs. Montgomery is one of the

ter-denominational meeting

there, gave the cue to what is

current study books, to have her
prepare the program.

These coming leaders of the
church, many from the popular-
ly pictured cloistered seclusion
of Bible schools and religious
institutions, struck out fearless-
operated, and at old 'fashioned

dealing with industrial prob-
2 as shown an tundué
fondest for the capitalist order
It has side-stepped
or white-washed the race ques,
tion ‘and has failed to create a
gentiment of racial brother-

perfume to obscure the stench

; gset up. by |

You have heard the charge
your pastor with regard to his
duties to you, and mnow it be-
comes. my duty to charge you
as to your obligations to him.as
your pastor. As i~ [

man who is just beginning his
first ministry, It is true he is
not without experience as a

some time, but it is today, for
the first time, he has assumed
those serious obligations -rest-

as the pastor of this congrega-

on his whole future career may
be the success of this, his'first
ministry, and how earnest we
should be in our endeavors to

his sake and the sake of our
church, but for the sake of
God’s work here on earth.

ties to your pastor may be con-
heads—your business or world-
ly obligations, your social obli-
gations, and your religious or
gpiritual obligations. Let “u
consider them in the ord
named.

romises you have madé today

SN R

pdtated competence that he may
be free from worldly cares and
avocations, and to continue
that competence during his min-
istry among you. That is a
business obligation and should
be met as business obligations
are met in the business world.
It should be paid as promised.
Your pastor’s business affairs
are arranged on the supposition
that this will be done, and if
you fail either in the time or
amount of your payment it can
but cause embarrassment to
him. This obligation rests up-
on you individually as a congre-
gation, and should any of your
members fail in their expected
contribution, you, as a congre-
gation, are in no wise relieved
from any part of your obliga-
tion. I charge you further, the
payment of the agreed compe-
tence does not end you financial
obligations. Your promise is to
furnish him, in addition, with
whatever you may see is need-
ful for the honor of religion and
his comfort among you. There
are times when most of us have
extraordinary  financial  de-
mands made upon us, and it is
probable that at times your pas-
tor will need financial assistance
beyond his stipulated salary. If
g0, I charge you it is your duty
to come to his assistance at such
times. Further, you have agreed
to furnish him with whatever
may be needful for the “honor
of religion.”” What does that
phrase, “the honor of religion,”
include—what does it mean? I
believe that it means that your
support should be such that
your pastor may always main-
tain that appearance among his
fellow men which is worthy of
his high calling. Your support
should not be so meager as to re-

| quire him to live in a manner

which will bring reproach upon
you, your churcch or your reli-
gion.

Now, what are your duties
in a social way? That your pas-
tor may serve you to the best
of his ability, he should know
you—know your strength and
your weakness as individuals
and as a community. He can
never know you intimately from
casual conversations before or
after church or on the streets.
He should be invited to your

We have as our pastor a young,4

preacher and that he has been|%
with us in that capacity for |2

ing upon an ordained minister |8
tion. How great the effort up-iMis

make it a success, not only for[#

It seems to me that your du-|

veniently grouped under three{®

Your business obligations are|*
outlined in your call and in the |88
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mes, however ~ humble they
B,. gy be, and to sit at your ta-
Hl¢s, however frugal may be
'— pur fare. It is in your homes
(@hat he will learn to know you
pd-you to know him, and it is
your homes that that friend-
{@hip and mutual confidence so
pcessary between a pastor and
8 people can be established.
jvite him to your homes often,

d _;creat him as an honored

He should take part in
3 social gafherings as far
@8 possible. Just so far as he
8 shut out of your social life,
st so far is the Church and
sh_ut out, and any social ac-
vity in which he cannot par-
Yicipate should -be viewed with

i “if not suspicion.
4, Passing to your religious or
piritual obligations: You have
jwomised to encourage him in
labors and to assist him in
endeavors for your spiritu-
_ediﬁcation. As I have said,
is a young man and will need
ouragement, and I believe no
pater encouragement can be
offered him than by regular at-
fgndance upon the services of
ur church. Whenever your
stor is in the pulpit, it is your
ty to be in the pew. When
e doors of your church are
en, you may know that the
ness of your Lord is being
sacted, and it is your duty
e present to take your part
that: ~transaction.  How
d your pastor feel if on the
est, rainiest, most disagree-

member of their families with
fthem? Could anything happen
that would encourage him more?
He would feel that that
church really meant something
to you, that he was accomplish-
ing something among you, that
he was succeeding in his work.
There are usually in every con-
gregation two or three mem-
bers who are always in their
places and who can always be
counted on. They are sometimes
called “the |pillars of the
church.” How strong your
church would be if every mem-
ber were a pillar, if each one of
you could be counted on al-
ways.

And having come to church,
what is your duty? I charge
you it is your duty to partici-
pate in every part of the wor-
ship. Join in the singing to the
best of your ability, and if you
cannot sing, you can follow the
words of the song in your book
and: as the voices of your fel-
low members rise to heaven in
praise, your thoughts may rise
with them. During the read-
ing of the Scriptures, listen
with attention and reverence,
for it is the Word of God. Dur-
ing the sermon Jook your pas-
tor in the eye, let him know
that he has your attention,
that he has your sympathetic
understanding. However gc™
his sermon may be, however
much hard work he may have

a failure if he looks out over
his congregation and sees one
asleep here and another there,
some looking out of the win-
dows with their thoughts far
away. He will go out of the
church a discouraged man. I
charge you, therefore, it is your
duty to give him your earnest
attention.

And when the service is over,
you will refrain from criticism.
As you go aut of church you
may say to your mneighbor,
“Rather a dull sermon today.”
You are criticising the Word of
Life as spoken by the servant
of your God, and you are prob-
ably implanting a thought in
the mind of your neighbor
which will render him indiffer-
ent to any message your pastor
might bring him in the future.

He will come to chuych next

Sunday expecting a dull . 2
Your vow today” is t&ﬁ :

' attention, a spirit of

devoted to it, he will feel it is|

|

th meekness the
th as spoken by your
tor. A spirit of meekneas,
lieve, implies a spirit of earnest
obedience.

Meekness can never earry Wwith
it a spirit of criticism. ere’
can never be a poor sermen if
we give it our egtmest atten
taken fron

for every sermon is
the Word of Ged. :
And lastly, 1 charge you it is
your duty to pray for your pas-
tor daily. What an encourage-
ment it would be to him should
he come to this church on next
Sunday knowing that every
member of his egation
throughout the week had been
praying for him and for his suc-
cess. With such a
he could not fail. There age oth-
er duties which I might! men-
tion as owing to your 3
but I believe if you o this
duty of praying for him; daily,
all of your duties will be¢ made
plain before you. If you fulfill
this duty, I believe it is & fore-
gone conclusion that you will
fulfill all others. For if we
for a certain thing, if - :‘r:a
for it earnestly day by day, we
are certain to do all we'can to
bring that event to pass. If you
wish your pastor to suegeed, if
pray for it, you will do all that
you can to make him ducceed.
So, I.charge you that it'is your
duty to honor him, to. t
him and to pray for #

“A CREDITABLE BOOK OF
POEMS.”

(From The Birminghang News.)

Countee Cullen, whose vol-
ume of verse, “Color,” ecomes
from the Harper Press, is sing-
ing musically and ve
nce Dunbae Joft-Sma

Since art is art and beauty
is beauty wherever it appears,
whether it springs from the
blind alleys of the Negro poor
or in Oxford sanctuaries, The
News cannot withhold praise
from the young Negro artist
Cullen, a child of New York's
Harlem 'and son of a Negro
Methodist preacher in that
teeming hive devoted largely to
colored people. The vivid sim-
plicity and pathos of this “In-
cident” is fairly indicative of
Cullen’s powers:

Once riding in old Baltimore,

Heart-filled, head-filled with
glee,

I saw a Baltimorean

Keep looking straight at me.

Now I was eight and very
small,

And he was no whit bigger,

And so I smiled, but he poked
out

His tongue and called me “Nig-
ger.”

1 saw the whole of Baltimore,

From May until December;

Of all The things that happened
there,

That’s all that I remember.

And again there is the minor
strain in the beauty of “Yet Do
I Marvel,” but with a more am-
bitious setting:

I doubt not God is good, well-
meaning, kind,

And did he stoop to quibble
could tell why

The little buried mole contin-
ues blind,

Why flesh that mirrors Him
must some day die,

Make plain the reason tortured
Tantalus

clare
Sisyphus
stair.
immune
strewn
derstand

awful hand.

. appeal-

‘I baited by the fickle fruit, de-
If merely brute caprice dooms
To struggle up a never-ending
Inscrutable His ways are, and
To catechism by a mind too
With petty cares to slightly un-
‘What awful brain compels his

Yet do I marvel at this curious
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are tenderness and passion, hu-
mor and scorn, and a quite deli-
cate and appealing lyrical qual- /
ity rarely found in these latter
days. And if a day may be

|judged by its morning, the

black poet will do bigger
| better work.

AMERICAN NEGROES EN-
TERING A NEW DAY.

The fact that every tenth
American is a Négro makes the
Ameriean colored man, by sheer
numbers, one of the most impor-
tant ﬁet?l’mfin et life.
Fortunately for both Negro
white, the progress which ﬁ
colored people have made since
emarncipation is one of the re-:
markable achievements of the

cen

per cent, though in some of the
backward communities of the
South it still reaches the fifty
per cent mark. But the recent
heavy migration North has
awakened even these sections,
and they are hastening to pro-
vide for the Negroes education-
al facilities and economic oppor-
tunity, hitherto vigorously de-
nied, in a degree at least partial-
ly commensyrate with that af-
forded the white population.
Some States, like North Caroli-
na, have revolutionized their
budgets, and for the first time
now hold out promise that at
least a common school education
is available for all children, Ne-
gro as well as white. On the
11,000,000 Negroes in the Unit-
ed States, 7,000,000 still living
in the “old South,” this tardy
acknowledgement of  their
rights is likely to have epochal
results.

In one field Negroes have made
a substantial advancement of
which white people in general
have little knowledge. It is the
field of agriculture. Most of the
contacts between the races be-
ing commercial, white persons
usually think of Negroes in
terms of porters, luggage car-
riers, waiters, house servants
and unskilled laborers. They
little realize the number of
bankers, lawyers, physicians,
nurses, teachers, ministers, ar-
tists, editors and social work-
ers among the Negroes. The
number of trained Negro men
and women devoting their lives
to arts, science and music, and
the various professions is amaz-
ing. And often their skill has
been achieved at acute sacri-

fice.
Likewise in religion the Ne-
groes advance. The old primi-

tive emotionalism of plantation
life is passing out, and a new
conception of Christianity as it
is—not a superstition or pri-
marily a mysticism, but a life—
is coming in. An educated min-
istry is being developed. _Sub-
stantial church  buildings,
equipped for social work as well
as for worship, are being erect-
ed. With developing intelli-
gence and advancement in the
economic scale, the Negro's

thing:

(Continued on page 2)




