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actually come, temptation to incon-
stancy assailed her. For many years
a fine house upon the neighboring
estate had been empty, but now there
came to take possession of it a gentle-
man not yet forty. A widower with
plenty of money and no children; a
handsome man, well-built and stal-
wart, with magnificent black eyes
and hair, and eyes that were like
black diamonds. Spanish eyes; in-
deed, he called himself a Spaniard,
and his speech betrayed a foreign ac-
cent.

The dark eyes and the blue ones
met, a few neighborly words exchang-
ed, a call followed soon. Mrs. Hali-
font felt a new emotion creeping into
her heart. She felt pleased and flat-
tered by this stranger’s admiration.
Then she knew she was loved, and re-
joiced ; and so discovered that she
herself loved again. _

At first she was angry with herself ;
then she wept over her inconstancy,
but at last she yielded utterly. After
all, it was the love that made her un-
true. Since she had loved, she coulll
never pride herself on being faithful
again, and so she listened to the sweet
words that despite herself, made her
happy, and promished to marry Colo-
nel Humphries.

When a widow does marry a second
time she generally contrives to make
a fool of herself.

Mrs. Halifont had certainly not
done as foolishly as some widows do.
She had neither chosen a little boy
nor a titled Italian without money
enough to keep himself in macaroni.
Her future husband was older than
herself, and too rich to be suspected
of any intention of being a fortune-
hunter ; but, after all, no one knew |
him. He came into the neighbor-
hood without letters of introduction
to any one, and whether he won his
fortune by trade or came to it by in-|
heritance, remained a mystery. :
There were those who shrugged
their shoulders and declared that Mrs.
Halifont would regret not having
chosen some one of whom more was
known—some retired merchant, some
gentleman of fortune, whose father
had been known to her friends. No-
thing, to be sure, could be said against
this Spaniard or Cuban with the Eng-
lish name ; but who knew anything
in his favor ?

However, no one said this to Mrs.
Halifont, and if any one had, words
never changed a woman's fancy yet.
Mrs. Halifont believed in Colonel
Humphries, and meant to marry him.
Indeed, the trousseau was prepared
and' the wedding day fixed, all was
ready, and Ida Halifont believed her-
self to be a very happy woman. She
once more built castles in the air.
Her old sorrow seemed to fade away
in the distance. She was a girl again.
At last twenty-four hours lay be-
tween her and her wedding day.

She was busy in her sewing-room
on this last day, finishing some ruffies
in lace and ribbon, and singing soft-
ly to herself when suddenly the house
was filled with cries.
An old man servant, while cutting
the grass upon the lawn, had wounded
himself seriously. The doctor was
sent for at once, but he was not at
home, and meanwhile poor Zebedee
was bleeding to death.
Suddenly Ida Halifont remembered
that Mr. Humphries had said that he
understood wounds as well as though
he had been bred a surgeon. With-
out this it would have been natural
for her to call on one who was soon
to be her protector in a moment of
anxiety. She would call him herself,
that there might be no delay; and
seizing her garden hat, she ran along
a little path that led from her ground
to that of Mr. Humphries, climbing
a low fence to save time which would
have been lost in reaching a gate, and
so gained the rear of the dwelling, of
which to-morrow she would be mis-
tress

She thought herself terrified and
distressed. She felt rather injured in
that such an unpleasant thing as the
wounding of poor Zebedee should
have happened on the eve of her
wedding-day. Ten-minutes after she
thought of herself at that moment ut-
terly at ease—wondrously happy—for
as she reached those windows and
peeped half timidly through the cur-
tains, a thing happened that made all
she had ever suffered appear as no-
thing.

The room, the window of which
she had approached, was one that
opened out of a conservatory, She

-

The llﬂ_ed Arm.

Click! In the dead of the night a
sharp sound awakened Mrs. Halifont.
The room was dark. Not even a
gleam of moon or starlight fell through
the curtains of the windows. It was

. 2 very strange sound, indeed, but she
saw nothing, heard nothing more.

She sat up, leaning on her dimpled
left elbow, and put out her right hand
and touched her husband’s shoulder.
He lay upon his pillow, sound asleep,
and did not waken at her touch.

“« It must have been a dream,’” said
Mrs. Halifont ; and her young head
—she was only the bride of a year—

" nestled down again closer to her hus-
band's arm, awd-slept again.

Click!

This time the sound did not arouse
Mrs. Halifont. It was her husband
who awakened. He did not pause to
listen, but grasped the revolver be-
neath his pillow and jumped out of

*bed at once. In an alcove in the
next room stood a safe which con-
tained valuables. It was not one of
the wonderful new safes which defy

* fire and burglars, but an old one that
had been in the family a long while.
Mr. Halifont knew on the instant
that some one was opening this safe.

A man of courage, a man who never
hesitated in the face of danger—one,
too, who had a warm regard for his
worldly possessions, Mr. Halifont
strode at once into the room where
he knew house-breakers were at work,
and, running in the dark against a
powerful man, tackled him at once.

The light of a lantern flashed across
the room. There were two more
men. Three against one.

The sound of blows, struggling, and
the report of a pistol, aroused the
young wife once more. Amid her
terror she had the good sense to light
the gas. It shone upon a spectacle
of horror. Her husband, weltering
in his blood, wrestling with a gigan-
tic man whose features were concealed
by a mask of black crape ; a man, the
upper part of whose person was cloth-
ed only in a knitted woolen shirt of
some dark color, with sleeves that
left his great arms bare. On the
right one, the one which clutched
Mr. Halifont’s throat, was a red

mark or brand, a scar, a birth-mark.
It would have been impossible for
Mrs. Halifont, even in a calmer mo-
ment, to tell what it was; bat it in-
delibly impressed itself upon her
mind, as she bravely cast herself into
struggle, and fought with all her
might to drag the horrible hand from |
her husband’s throat, screaming all
the while for aid. '

A blow, a kick would have silenced
her. The burglar must have known
that, but there are very bad men who-
could not use violence toward a wo-
man to save their own lives. This
man could not. His companions had
flown with their booty ; help might
arrive at any moment. With a great
effort he wrenched himself from the
clutch of' his victim, and let go his
throat, and sped away. It was not
too soon. Assistance arrived, now
that it was too late, but Mr. Hal-
ifont did not live to tell the story.
He was mortally wounded. His
young wife watched by his bedside
until he breathed his last, then drop-
ped beside it senseless.

For weeks she raved in wild deli-
rium of the murderous hand, of the
great muscular arm with a scar upon
it, and called upon them all to save
her husband’s life ; but she was young
and had a fine constitution. After
awhile her health returned, and at
last her mind regained its equipoise.

She moved from the city and took
up her abode in a lonely -country
place, with a favorite sister for a com-
panion. She had resolved, as all
widows who have loved their hus-
bands do at first, to remain a widow
forever. ~ And, indeed, though many
men would gladly have tempted one
so young, beautiful and wealthy ta
change her mind on the subject, she
seemed to care less for any one of
them than for the kitten which purred
upon her knee, or the little black-and-
tan terrier which ran by her side
along the garden path. She was
nineteen when her husband was mur-
dered ; at thirty-two she was still true
to his memory. 4

Y

Is any one forever utterly true to
another’s memory out of a romance
—any one who does not die young ?
I fear not. In this, the lapsing sum-
mer of the woman's life, when she
pretended to believe that autumn had

could have reached out her hand and

saw a terrible mark—a mark she had

kes’ Press. -

left the conservatory, and coming for-
ward proceeded to wash his hands in a
basin of water that had been set ready
for him. He was close to Ida Hali-
font. He did not see her, but she
touched him.

" Why did she not. speak, and call
him by name? Why did she sink
down upon her hands and tremble
like an aspen leaf? Alas! the awful
reason was this: Upon that arm to
which she was about to give the right
to clasp her in tenderest embrace she

seen once before, She knew its shape
and size and color. Her eyes had
been riveted upon it as the sinewy
hand, at the wrist of which it ended,
grasped her dying husband’s throat.
She had learned it off by heart ; she
could not be deceived. Though years
had rolled away, that horrible marked
arm was not to be forgotten or mis-
taken for any other.

Suddenly Colonel Humphries felt
himself grasped by a hand that, small
as it was, had the fierce clutch of a
tiger's claw. The fingers closed over
that red mark—a white face came
close to his.

‘“ You are my husband’s murderer,”’
hissed a voice in his ear.

Then the two stood staring at each
other.

He made no denial ; he only look-
ed down at the red mark upon his
arm and cursed it aloud.

““ How dared you make love to
me ?'’ she gasped. * You—"'

““ Because I loved you,"" he said.
““ Woman, if I had not fallen in love
with you that night, I would have
killed you also. It was risking my
life to spare you, with your screams
calling men to hunt me down—"'
“Oh, if you had but killed me
then !"’ she moaned.

“Well, I am at your mercy now,"’
he said.

She answered :

““You can kill! I wish you would.
I pray you do it. You killed my
husband. The murderer of my hus-
band must be brought to justice, and
[—yesterday, nay, an hour ago—I
loved you! O, God, pity me! I
have loved this man, this thief, who
came in the night to rob my husband
and who murdered him."’

She remembered saying this. After-
ward @ strange drowsiness overcame
her.. She seemed to let go her hold
upon the world. She faintly recog-
nized the fact that Colonel Humphries
knelt at her feet and kissed her hands.
Then there were blank hours, and
strange, wild dreams, and she awak-
ened in the twilight and found her-
self bound fast to a great arm-chair,
long cords about her arms tying her
hands and confining her feet.

So her servants found her; but
she was-the only living being in the
great house. Colonel Humphries and
his two black servants had vanished,
no one knew whither,

The empty bottle of chloroform on
the floor—the fact that he had left
littlke behind him, and that he had
always kept his money in a form that
left him free to leave the country at |
any time, all proved that detection
had been prepared for. And he was
never traced—or had the means to
bribe those who were set upon his
track.
Ida' Halifont lived through it all.
She lives to-day in the quiet house
beside the river, but no one has ever
scen her smile since that hour. No
one will ever see her smile again ; and
from her deepest slumbers she often
starts in terror, fancying that she sees
uplifted menacingly above her that
cruel, terrible arm, marked with the
blood-red stain. There is no hope of
happiness for her, for she never can
forget that this arm has embraced her.

Review of the Year.

At the close of the old year and
the opening of the new, it is inter-
esting to look back over the past
twelve months and dwell for a mo-
ment on its leading events, We con-
dense from the fall record published
in the Baltimore Sun Almanac for
1879 the following review.
Abroad the year 1878 witnessed
termination of the Russo-Turkish
war, the signing of peace at Berlin
and the conclusion of & new treaty

by & congress of powers defining the

1

remarkable feature was the coinci
dence of socialist démonstrations in
Germany, Italy, Awstria and Spain.
Two attempts were imade at the life
of Emperor William, of Germany,

of a period of almost unexampled

saw Colonel Humphries busy with | the occupation of by Austria, | (Mass.)” Republican; John A. G-
some rare plants he had just set out to | the ceding of Cypr@ito Great Brit- |ham and Col. Thes. B. Thorpe,
the warm sunshine that fell through | ain, and the Iatter'@ideciaration of | British war correspondents, and Col.
the glass. He had taken off his coat | war against Afgh and prac- | James Johnson, proprietor of the
and rolled up his sleeves. Now he | tical vietogy over power. A |London Stondard ; the English

hibitors carried off a handsome share
of the awards. The lalter half of
the year was signalized in Great
Britain by the failare of the City of
Glasgow and West of England
Banks, with labilities aggregating
about $50,000,000, and the beginning

business and industrial stagnation.—
Among the many disasters which
occarred during the year, the more
notable were the loss of the British
training ship Earydice, with 300
lives, the steamboat Prineoss Alice,
with 650 lives, the German iron-clad
Grosser Kurfarst, with 300 lives. the
steamship Pommerania, with 54 lives,
and the steamer Bezantin, with 60
lives. Three serious colliery explo-
sions occurred in Great Britain, the
first at Opedall, involving a loss of
35 lives, the second, at Haydock, 200
lives, and the third at Abercorn,
with 280 lives. Mentionshould also
be made of the memorable panic at
at the Colliseum Theatre, Liverpool,
when 37 persons were trampled to
death.
ROYAL DEAD.

Among the distinguished dead of
1878, are Victor Emanuel, King of
Italy ; Queen Mercedes and ex-Queen
Christina, of Spain ; Princess Alice,
Grand Duchess of Hesse ; Archduke
Francis Charles Joseph, of Austria ;
George V, of Hanover ; Prince Na-
poleon Murat, of France ; the King
of Burmah, Saltan of Morocco and
heir-apparent of Japan.

DIPLOMATS, STATESMEN, ETC.

Bayard Taylor, minster to Ger-
many ; Baron Adelswoend, Swedish
minister to France; Don Manuel
Freyre, Peruvian minister to the
United States, Senator Benj. F.
Wade, Congressmen T. J. Quinn, of
New York, J- E. Leonard, of Louis-
inna ; A. S. Williams, of Michigan,
and Beverly Douglass, of Virginia,
Lord Russell of England, and Leit
rim, of Ireland; Senator Henri, of
France , Senor Rivero, of Spain, and
Count Sciopis, of Italy.

IN THE CHURCH.

Pope Pius IX, who has boen suc-
ceoded by Cardinal Pecchi as Pope
Leo XIII; Cardinals Franchi and
Cullen ; Bishops Rosecrans, of Col-
umbus, Ohio, and Galberry, of Hart-
ford, Conn., Archbishep Dupanloup,
of Paris; Rev. Dr. Charles Hodge,
of Princeton ; Rev. Alexander Daff,
the Scotch missionary, and Rt. Rev,
Bishap Wilmer.

THE BENCH.
Chief Justice Pearson, of North
Carolina; Asa Biggs, U. S. Circuit
Judge at Norfolk, Va,; Alex. S.
Johnson, Cirenit Judge of the U. S,
Court at Utica, N. Y. ; Associate Jus-
tice W. B. Eagan, of the New Or.
leans Supreme Court; Judge Sidney
Brecze, of the Supreme Court of Il-
linois, and Judge George F. Shepley,
of the U. 8. Cireunit Court of Maine,
Right Hon. Wm. Keoh, Chief Justice
of Ireland, died insane at Geneva,
after nearly murdering his valet.

ARMY AND NAVY.

Gen. Thos. C. Devin, Brig. Gea.
Israel Woodruff, Gen. Daniel MeCal-
lum, Gen. Robt. C. Buchanan, Lieat.
Benner, Rear Admiral Hiram Paald-
ing. Abroad there were Brig. Gen.
Julius Hayden, Count Achilee d’Hil
liers, marshal of France ; Gen. de la
Mamors, of the Italian army ; Gen.
Sir Wm. Haley, commander of the
English forces in Canada; Gen.
Herman, of the Russian forces;
Mebemet Ali, the Turkish command-
er who was assassinated, and Count
de Paliko, of France.

OTHER PROVESSIONS.

James Hamilton, the marine pain-
ter, George Cruikshank, the cariea-
turist, and Wm. Cullen Bryant and
Richard Realf, among the poets;

fatare status of Turkey in Earope,

Samuel Bowles, of the Springfield
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novlists, George Henry Lewes, Capt.
White Neville and Sir Wm. Stirling
Maxwell. In the dramatic profession
were Robt. Heller, George Vining
Bowers, Henry J. Montague, Chas,
one at that of King Humbert, of{ Matthews, Wm. G. Fredericks, Miss
Italy, and one at King Alphonso, of
Spain, while Emperor Joseph I of
Austria, is said to have escaped only
by the timely discovery of the con-
spiracy, The Paris exhibition, which
opered on the 1st of May, proved a
moderate suecess, aghl Amerioan ex-

Mary Wells, (Mrs. Richard Stapells,)
Miss Lily Davenport. (Mrs. Frost
Thorne,) Arthur Cheney of Boston, | haps
Wm. Niblo of New York ; Frederick
Gye of Yoondon. Among the roll of
scholars may be mentioned Prof.
Joseph Henry, of the Smithsonian

German geographer,
in any of the above classifications

are John Morrissey, of New York ;

Telegraph Co. ; Theodore Roosevelt

Tweed

copy from the Sus Almanac for 1879,
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Institution, and Dr. Peterman, the

Not intluded

Wm. Welsh, of Philadelphia ; Gideon
Wells, ex-Secretary of the Navy ;
Wm, Orton, Pres. of Western Union

the New York merchant; Wm. M.
(the ‘Boss’') Dr. James C.
Ayer, and Minnie Warren, the fa-
mous dwarf.

HARVEsTS OF 1877 Axp 1878
The following table, which we
was compiled from the official returns
recoived at the Agricultural Depart-

ment at Washington .

. Acreage ———

i877. 1878,
W RERA, s reisoassesse 205 000 000 32,000 0000
B 50 000 000 51,000, 000
Potatoes......... .. 1,790 000 1,776,000
m ................................ 1..;?1!“)
B-cleul 437 000
| 5 [ WOIIR——— N T 1,621 000
Onts...ouie oT— N 13,170,000

Yield.
1837 1878,

Wheat, bus...... S5 000 00 425 00 )
Com.* bus... .. 1,542,000 000 1, % O Ons)
Potatoes, bus 170,000 000 134,000 (00
Barley, bax...... 34,000 (xx) 42000 00
Cotion, t bales.. 4750000 5. 2x) 000
Buckwheat, bus. 10,170 000 11,5550 000
Rye, bus........ 22144 000 o8 000, (00
Onts, buy ........ 408 000 (0w 411 000 00

Tobacco—25 per cent. less tham 1577
*Yield per acre 27.6 busbhels for 1578,
tEstimating 440 pounds to the bale.

The Governor's Message.

To the Homorable the General As-
sembly of North Caro lina:

In compliance with the constitu-
tion and the time-honored custom of
my predecessors, I have the honor
to greet you as the representative
of the people and to confer with
you in re to the state of our
commonwealth. To an Executive
desirous of serving well his State,
the meeting of the General Assem-
bly is always the occasion of re-
jowing as it not only brings to his
aid the wise counsels of legislators
fresh from their constituents, but
relieves him of much embarrassing
re.rauihility. [ therefore gladly
welcome you to the capitol, and
promise to co-operate most heartily
with you in devising means to pro-
mote the public o

It is known to you that owing to
cuuses which I need not here at-
tempt to elucidate, the people of the
United States—and im a great
measure of the civilized world—
have been for some years past, and
still are, passing through a period
of most remarkshle financial trou-
ble, producing everywhere much
distress and even disaster. Of course
North Carolina has shared these ca-
lamities and her ity has been
retarded as has that of others. But
I believe I can truthfully say thas
she has suffered as little, if not Jess,
by these hard times than her sisters.
Looking at the whole State and
g our condition with others,
we have abundant reason to be
thankful and take for the
future. The public health has nev-
er been better, whilst the pestilence
has rt:yed with pitiless fury amon
the homes and pleasant places o%
our Bouthern and Western neigh-
bors —especially of our daugh-
ter Tennessee—the profoundest qui-
et and most reverential obedience to
legal suthority have prevailed
throughout our borders, whilst riot-

have disturbed the of many
States, North and West of us, ac-
::?rniod both by arson and blood-

The crops of the last two
seasons have been excellent and the
means of subsistance have never
more asbundant and cheap. The in-

dustry of our le has been nota-
bly increased diversified, their
mests thov sossidashie’ mprovs
ments show i le improve-

e it et G
ve amount
ofh-hi abroad has
visibly dimini This is an un-
doubted evidence of but
manufactarin

ing, robbing and defiant lawlessness | cal

more capital have not equally ad-
vanced, owing to the financial de-
ra t referred to, in conse-
quence of which there has been dis-
tress among our mechanical popula-
tion ndhg:'cu of sll produets, in-
cluding y have ruled low.

Remembering that North Carolis

na is pre-eminently sn agricultural
State, i should be
i towsrd the i ent of
that interest mainly. In this eon-

nection I to attention
to the [aeI:q thn‘oe:lhof":r and per-
greatest an tar-
al people thinly over 8
wide extent of territory, is that of
good highways and essy transpor-
tation for persons and As
a genersl rule from the lowland belt
westward the highways of our State
are as bad, if not worse than say to
be found in the Atlantic States.—
The old system of loeating them
and keeping them in repair, adopted
by our l’;l-b-ﬂ more than & hun
years ago, is still in use, though its
utter inefficiency for nearly that
length of time Ln been apparent.
Of the inconvenience cost and de-
pressing tendency upon all industry
which such occasion, | meed
not stop to remind you. I shall po-
ly beg your earnest sttention to'the
necessity of change and express my
decided opinion that no permanent
prosperity neea be expected unless
this grevous evil is remedied. Cer
tain great leading thoroughfares
through the most convenient cen-
tres, and all ing into the near-
est railroad lines, might be cheaply
and thoroughly constructed by con-
vict labor, the counties thro’ which
the supporting the conviets ;
as to the other roads discharg-
ing into these, I advise that some
o&ﬁer method of their construction
and, repairing be devised.
I am happy to be able to state
that an increased interest is mani-
fested among all classes in
education. This belief is mainly due
to the action of the last Legislature
il appropriating money for the es-
tabliagmnt of Normal schools. In
accordance with the law, the Board
of Education established one for the
whites at the University and decided
to locate one for the a: Fay-
etteville, in a building tendered by
the colored people of that place.—
They were established on somewhat

to the circumstances of each race.
It was considered that the white
race had already many educated
teachers who simply n instruc-
tion in the art of teaching, whilst
the blacks needed teachers mnstruct-
ed in both the elements of teaching
and the arts of learning. For the
one, therefore, a six week's school
was held at Chapel Hill during the
summer vacations, and for the other
a permanent schoul was established
in Fayetteville. Both have been re-
markably
session of the white school 225 teach-
ers attended, and at the second one,
the past summer, more than 400
teachers were present, representing
abomt sixty counties. An excellent
corps of instructors were employed.
The University gave the use of ita
buildings, its libraries, laboratories
and aparatus. The railroads very
enerously gave reduced rates. The
gent of the Peabody fund supple-
mented the appropriation with a
handséome donation, and every dol-
lar that could be ed was used to
equalize the benefits of the State's

bosnty by paying the traveling ex- P

of the more t. Lectures
Ey distinguished citizens of the State
on popular themes were delivered
almost daily with the best results.
The undoubted effect of the whole
was to arouse an enthusiastic inter-
est in behalfl of popular education
among a large portion of our peo-
ple, and to excite s spirit of honest
pride in their noble
the teachers

anying report
IP; referred to for particulars.

The colored Normal school st
Fayetteville was put in chuﬁ; of

Mr. Robert Harris, a native

took »

SuCCess.

with 58
teachers, some of high
second year began wi

and is now In

school and

-

ferred, will be as

larger class of speculation requiring

-

ed citizens.

different systems, regard being had |’

successful—as the first |

ing among all
present which will it is
hoped do much good. The accom-
of President Battle

man of excellent character and ca-
pacity, supervised by a board of lo-
mansgers selected from the best
business citizens of the town, who
interest in its welfare. |;
It has been m with unex-
pupils, 0
have received certificates as
T .
4

The Tobs
donation was made to this school by
the P fund as to the white
same scheme adopted
toeiuliuiubelﬂu. The report
of Mr. Harris, to which you are re-
ing a8 | am
sure it will be pleasing to all who
desire the real we'fare of our color-

JOB PRINTING.

THE PRESS JUB DEPARTMENT
is supplied with all secessary material
and is folly prepared w0 do work with
NEATNESS, DISPATCH sad st Uw

VERY LOWEST PRICES.

Bo sure to give us a trial before con-

step indeed to the w
State. As was to have been expected
the law has in some respects
proven defective, and will require
some amending at your hands, but
in the main it is an admirable

It is the first step ever made in the

direct interest of agriculture and
hsbmhdkdbymhrn’:n-
ple with great satisfaction. far

this bureau has cost the people no-
thing, the tax on license to sell fer-
tilizers having caficient re-
eqecic gy gkl
as
law in 1877, the wation of the
Board of Agricultare was
ed by the clection of the two intel-
ligent farmers who now occupy seats
in it} s Commismoner was

and Treasurer chosen and

work immediately. For the
results of the first two years, I re-
fer you to the accompanyi

of the Commissioner, L L

Polk, which sets out ruqtih‘
detadl. | T the :
excellent. chief ds
the way of doing say mew thing
among a people 80 conservative as
ours s in ing their o
: It was dufs-
cult at first to swaken an m-
terest in the operations of the be-
reau, but the impression once
duced is lasting and )
cial sttention has been
analyzing and classification
tilizsers, including mails, to
stooking of our rivers with
the prepamation of s handbook
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