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MMER'S STORY.

/hy He Gave Up His
atsen Vocation.

o commerclal travelor; that is, I
g _'pnee. Cirenmstances over which I
SEdeno control prompted me to seek
ar method of livelihood; this,
ned with my wife's wishes,
A of cotrse I nm bound to respect,
y married man ought where it
't confllel too mueh with his own
desires and sentimenta.
't know as I can blame her for
. siring n change in my then oe-
lon, as few women would like to
th “for life to a raving maniae, or
0 possessed physical peenliari-
m the shape of halr which is
i to stand on end like “quills up-
Arotful porcupine.” And either
results wounld have been ob-
s, I'm sure, had Iever run the
if passing through a similar expe-
to the one [ am about to relate,
quite a number of years ago that
idonts 1 am about to rolute hap-
i, you so vividly were the facts im-
#ed upon my mind that it seems
esterdny.
(B8 firm with whom I was employed,
piie of the large eastern cities, de-
M me to muke n change and travel

A western clrenit, drumming up
# a8 | went along, A wild, lnwless
jont nt that timo prevailed in the
% and it was almost as much as a
'8 life was worth to go thero under
Betable protenses, unless well
S reguipped with fireurms.

My wile tried to prevall upon me not
but that was one of the instances
figre my own nasural inclinstions led
B0 disrespect her wishes, as she has
“ofien since informed me.

61 would not.eonfess to being chick-
“smshearted, so making carcful prep-

ations, and kissing my wite a fond
joticl- by, I soon found myself en route

[he journey was without special in-
‘gldent. I enjoyed the trip immensely,
$lie scenery being ontirely strange aud
lerything altogether novel. Stopping
I8 fery minor towns during the latter
art of my trip, 1 eventually found my-
it in the vicinity of Leadville, Ilav-
dBig heard so much about the peculiar
Mawlessness of this town, I determined
0 take o bird's oye view of it, even if
4 did not transact any business.

1 did not: believe the clement pre-

‘dominating there would be especlally
restod in eastern dry goods, but I
‘Was bound to see the town at any cost,
i only to convines my wife that 1 was
ob 4 1nan easily trifled with, or afraid
of any danger,

. To give u description of the place
Vand its inhabitants during my brief
¥ ride through it until | reached the ho-
O tel 1 was destined to stop at would be
£ Impossible; it surpassed my wildest ox-
" pectations.
" The driver of ny conveyance landod
L me ut varlous hotsls, which were wo
. full for another ocoupant, until I saw
.| the hour was drawing near midnight,
~ and determined to make a halt some-
0 where. ).t lust the driver drew up bo-
- fore a dilapidated looking tavern
signed the "Golden Eagle.”

After o brief survey of the exterior 1
sent the driver in to investigate the in-
terior; lie soon returned, followed by a
heavy thickset man with o gleam of
latent humor in his eye, who sajil
he was sorry, but the houso was full,
Noticing my disappointment, he finally
aslied;

“Have you any objections to o bed-
fellow?"

“If there is no help for it Isuppose I
must,” [ replied, “thongh far from
agreeable,” Mentally 1 heaped un-
athemas on mysell for my reckless
venture,

“Your bedfellow Is o quiet follow,
when he is asleep, although 1 must say
he is rather violent when annoyed. Ie
sloeps very soundly, and all you have
to do is to be careful not to wuke him,
He has been in bed some time. "

Now I might as well make n confes-
sion. I am nota brave man, hnmiliat-
ing as it is to say it My wife knows
this 1 have often tried to convinee
myself that I am, Lot truth compels me
to say 1 am un swiul coward

The landiord's deseription of my beil-
fellow was anything but nssuring, and
I was on the point of declining, when
the landiord, ovidently rowding what

ras transpiring in my mind, exelaimed:

“You ure afraid; are you?"

“Afraid? 1 should think npot, in-
deed," I returned, for I was too mueh
~ of secoward to brave being thought
I'." ane. "1 necept your offer of half a bed.
© Bring me some Lrandy and water and

s cigar.”

1 sat down at one of the little tables
b tn the barroom and puffed away at iy

Cgigar. 1 trivd to persuide mysell that

1 was very jully: it was o feeble ot-

tempt, however.

il The landlord finally made his ap-

pearnnce, und with the aid of a tallow
" eandle escorted me ap u narrow, rick-
oty old stairease. The room he ushered
me into was comparatively clean, but
low ceilinged with poor furnitare.

He plsced his hand between the
eandle and the bed us if to shield the
ocoupsnt from the light: setting it
down upon an old stund he saul, or
whispored:

‘e sure and don’t take the light
menr him; nothing wakes him sooner
than that  You see I don't know how
he might like my putting another man
with bim, and he's & very ugly cus
tomer when he Is riled."

This was very reassuring *'lshull
be very cureful,” | replied.

“All right  Good oight”

He Liad no sooner left the room than
1 eantiously sat down, taking cars not
to make the least noise. 1 calmly sur-
veyed miy position. According tu the
landlo=d, my companion was of any:
thing hut an amiable disposition, 1f |
should cnance to wwaksn him 1 knew
sot what wmight oeeur. Ile might as-
sault e dangerously Lefore 1 could
explain. 1 hulf resolved to pass the
pight In & chalr, but it was such a high-

backed allogether uneomfortabla chuir,
that | woon got discouraged.

1 glnnced townrd the bed. One con.

solation. my companion seemeod to be

1o & deop nleep, for ho did not even

|
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I ¢onld sea the ridge made by
his feet nt the ond of the bed, and that
wis all The bhed was o very wide
ope. The man who had possession of it

Iny near the wall, and there wos plen.
ty of space between him and the out
side without touching him st all

I serewod my courngo up, and hegan
to undress, = Before finishing, however,
1 determined to make anexperiment to
ses whether he slept sonndly or not.
[ had left the bedroom dooropen, so I
could make a run for it if necessary, 1
fixed my eyaon'the bed as 1 let my
boot fall.

The map, whose clothes, by the way,
Iny on o chain at the foot of the bed,
from the quality of which 1 imngined
he was aminer, never made the slight-
est motion. e was evidently a sonnd
sleepor. This decided me, snd hastily
finishing undressing, I erept into bed.

Of course I wan careful not to tonch
my companion. I do not know how
long 1 lay awalee,but the novelty of the
situation drove sleop from my cyes for
some time. Gradwvally, however, Mor-
pheus gained the ascendancy, and
belug reassured that my bedfellow
slapt profoundly, I scon followed his
exumple,

1 have no idea how long I slept be-
fore I commenced to dresm, I sud-
denly thought that my companion
woke up and sat upright in bed: that
he glared around, and saddenly his
eyes foll on me. lle then uttersd a
tarrible ery and threw himself upon me
In spite of my natural cowardice, I saw
that if I did not struggle 1 should be
killed. I thought I seired him by the
throat, and tightening my grasp, I aaw
him getting bluck in the fuce. His
hand fell powerleas by his side, a
smothered groan escaped him; but still
I pressed his throat, tighter and
tighter—his face grew blacker and
blacker,

In an agony of fear Iawoke, and
what was my horror and dismay to
find that my hand was reslly pressing
my companion's throat! He did not
move nor stir, and his body felt as
cold as joe. '‘Great God!" I exclaimed
alond, “can he be dead!”

I jumped out of bed. The candle
which I had left burning was not quite
extingulshed. Seizing it in my hand,
I rushed toward the bed, and letits
rays fall full upon the man's face. My
worst fears were realized He was
dead, binck in the face—I had strangled
him in my sleep!

I shall not attempt to deseribe my
sensations at this horrible spectacle.
My body was bathed in a ecold per-
spiration, my hands trembled and for
a few moments I belleve I was bereft
of my senses. I recovered by degross—
but it was only to realize in o more
nlute degree my situation.

There lay my vietim, ond I waa &
murderer! My trial, convietion, and
the hideous gallows all passed hefore
mel Who would believe me? 1 sat
doswn, huried my face in my hands and
sobbed like n ehild, My wife, my own
comfortablo home, should I ever see
them ngnin?

What was to ba done? Should 1
arouse the house and make a clean
brogst of it? Dut what could I say?
Tell them I had killed & man in my
sleep? Not a sounl wonld beliove the
story. Conld I effect my escape? Im-
possible; knowing the town [ was inand
the naturp of its inhabitants, | conld
not even hope for o trisl.  Good God, I
could see it all; the wild mob, the
Lastily erected guallows, or perchance,
a rope hung over the branch of a treg,
to hang by the neck until dead
Hunged by the neck! Yes, that would
be my fate. As this terrible thought
crossoil my mind, I cast my oyes around
the chamber, they fell upon a beam
with hooles in itjfrom thence they wan-
dered to the man's clothes on the top
of which lay—evidently his—a large
bandanna handkerchief.

A sudden inspiration seized me; a
menns of safety suggosted itself to my
mind,  Suppose 1 could make it appear
that the man had committed suiclde.
Yes, that wos my only chanee, and 1
determinod to execute it, 1 toolk the
desd man's handkerehief, and advaneed
to the corpse, with an awful ropug-
nanee, howevar, My bands trembled
80 1 conld scarcely adjust’ the nooso,
but finally snoeeaded, putting one end
around the man's neck. 1 stood on o
¢hnir snd fastenad the other end of the
handkerchief to a hook in the beam;
letting go of tha body it swung to and
fro, into spuce,

I jumped into bed and, elosing my
eyos, shut out the horrible sight; Ly
this time it waa broad daylight. As [ lay,
quaking with fear, I heard the steps of
two men on the stairs, They secmed
to bo carrying somothing heavd be-
tween them.  The long anticipated
moment hind arrived.  [n a few seconds
they wounld discover the body. Would
the ruse sunceend with them? If so 1
might hope to deesive others

The door openad snd two men en-
tered the room, placing something
heuvy on the lloor. | never stirred.

*Well, I'm blessed if this ere man
ain't gone and hanged himself again,”
said & voice whieh [ recognized as the
lundlord's.

“liy golly, that's true!” aaid the
other man. "No, I sece how it is; the
stranger found out the trick you
played on him, and, not liking the idea
of sleeping with u corpse, he tucked
him up there to get rid of him."

“You'ro right,” replied the Inndlord.
“le's & cool 'un, anyway; and, would
you belleve I, last night ! took him
for a coward.  Thot shows how easy it
is 1o be mistaken in people.™

\WWell. to make o long story short, the
man, s0 | found out afterward, was a
miner who, coming lato town, had
gambled away sll his moncy, and in
despair had hung himself in the cham-
ber the night befors/

When 1 went down to breakfust
everyone lmew the joke and I was
looked upon as s tenderfoot with loty
of sand. | sooo returped home and
told the adventure to my friends, but

‘not aa | have told it w0 you, dear

rendars, but with the same construe
tion that the landlord of the Golden
Eagle put upon it. Howerer, my wife
guessed at the truth. | have never
travelad as a commercial man since.—
E. J. SBargent, in Yankee Blade.

CHEAP LITERATUR

—— S O'__.“___.__,_,_.

TH!

subscriber, eve

not less t

A clubbing arrangement by which every wvariety of
reading matter can be secured at the lowest rates.
For the benefit of its subscribers

. ROANOKE N]

has made clubbing contracts with literary, agricultur-
political and ladies’ publications, by wrgich g.lx;l class

of literature can be secured with little addition
The propositions made below are open to ever:
subscriber who is in arrears and
up and every subscriber who has paid up and
to renew his subscription.

Subscriﬁ;tions for clubbing arrangement must be for
an twelve months.

READ PROPOSITIONS CAREFULLY.
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cost.

7y New
| pays

wishes

— THE ——

WEEKLY WORLD

—And—
THE -~ ROANOKE -~ NEWS
——Onu year for

$2.00.

.. Cash must accompany order,

The Weekly World with ninety-six
columns of reading matter, is really what
its nameimplics a weekly epitome of the
events of the great world and is one of
the most desirable papers in the couatry.

It can be had cheaper in conjunction
with the Roanoke News than in uny
other way,

Scod two dollars and get both papers

for vwelve months,
-
——— THE ——

Cosmopolitan,

Published monthly at New York is one
of the best American periodieals, Its
engravings are conceded to be hetter
than those of any ather publication of
the kind.

It is a high class magezine io every
respect and iy becoming very popular,

The aunual subscription ' the Cos
qupolitan is three dollars,

We offer the

COSMOPOLITAN
—And the—

ROANOKE NEWS

one year for

53,00, 5

pei. Csh wust accompany each order,

-

HOME AND FARM

LOUISVILLE, KY.;
Treats of the every-day life on the Tarma of s
Bouth and Wast.
ts eonteibntors wes practioal men who tell what
thuy binye Tonetamd batwontt the plow kandles,

B, ¥. Johason, Waldo F. Hrows, Joff, Welhora,
BUIL Arp, Nteeles Bayon, W, F, Massey, John €
Fgar anil m weorw of others make HOME aad FAR
the ot [natrnetive as wall us the ot attractive

farm Juuprnal pubilishd,
Its Home Department | bot surpussod by any

homie journal  Ite articiow come dirset from the
hutwn makers,

The Children's Departmant in ln chargs of Faith
Lstimor syl is sn (nvaluibls aid iy sdueation.

ITS PLATFORLL:

Tattar Roads ; Dotbsr Soheols’s Wettor Lawa; Dattor
Yarming; Datter Postsl Facilitien; Free Bageing:
Froa Twipn; A Redoction of the Tarl® A Fair Fiald
and no Fuvor,

War an all Trasts wnd Combinations which war on
the furmer,

Casuparation amnoug farmurs, and united sffarts ta
ik furining puy.

BURSCRIPTIONS, 85O CENTS A YEAR.

noxk Axp rarx and  ROANO KE NEWS
Ons Your, 0aly. 57 75 “@n

$3.00.

$1.76.

Address:

e AT

IT COSTS YOU NOTHING |

TO BECURE A YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION TO
A POPULAR HOME AND FARM JOUR-
NAL—READ OUR GREAT OFFER GLVEN

BELOW,

We are pleased to announce that we
have made arrangements by which we
are prepared to supply FREE to each of
our subscribers a year's subscription to
that well known Tonthly Home and Farm
Journal, the American Farmer, publish-
ed at Springfield and  Cleveland, Ohio,
We make this offer to each of our sub

scribers who will pay up all arrearuges

on subscription and one year in ndvnncu,|
and to all new subseribers paying one

year in advance. The American Farmer |

is strictly National in its character, Tt

is o bigh olwse Tllustrated Journal filled

with entertaining and instructive reading
matter, containing each month much
information that is invaluableto agricul-
turists and of special interest to each
member of every home, It is not a class
publieation and is suited to all localities

being National in its make up and char:

ucter, thus meeting with favor in all lo-

calities. It is striotly non-political and |
von-sectarian, It has a trained corps of
conttibutors and is carefully edited. The
varions departweats of Farm, Hortioul=
ture, Sheep ind Swioe, The Home, The
Horse, wnd The Dairy, are filled with
bright and useful matter, Tho readers

of the American Fariwer sre unlversal in

its praise und look for ite wonthly visits|
with keen anticipation.  The regular
subseription price tu the Awerionn  Far-
mer is 8100 per year, but by this ar-
rapgotient it costs you nothing to receive

that great publication for one year.
not delay in tuking sdvantage of this of-

sr, but to cull at onow orsend in your

ican Farmer can be seen at this office or

will be supplied direct by the publishers,

THE ROANOKE NEWS
i And
THE LOUISVILLE COURIER
JOURNAL
ONE YEAR FOR TWO DOLLARS IN
ADVANCE.

The Courier~Journal, Heory Watter-
son's paper, is a journal of strong South-
ern proclivities and always in the fore-
front for everything favorable to South-
ern enterprize, Southern industry and
the Southern people generally, its brilliant
editor being to the manner born. It is
peculiarly o newspaper but  devotes
vonsiderable space to litersture and its
special features are particularly attractive,

A HANDSOME OFFER.

A POULAR ILLUSTRATED HOME AND
WOMAN'S  PUBLICATION OFFERED
FRER T0 OUR SUBSCRIBERS,

The Roanoke News has perfected
ureangements by which we can offer
"ILKE to our readers a year's subserip—
fion to Womankind, the popular illustra-
ted monthly journal published at 8pring—
field, Obio. We will give a year's sub-
seription to Womankind to each of wur
readers paying & year's subscription to
the Rounoke News in advance, and to all
new subscribers  paying in advance.

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS,
MEN AND WOMEN
|

! |

LOOK YOUNG

DR, CAMPBELL'S

SAFE ARSENIC WAFERS
posneea most marked and surprizing virtues in-pre
serving Youth, Health and Reauty. They are the
only substance known that will provent tendency

to wrinkles and ?m. of the siin. They

the tone, life and transparent {lmr

an rmam withering ofthe skin

up ofthe flesh. Thwau dmw W

removing Freckles ﬂntlwh.

S, bt Sedue MR Y,
u ns an er facin

Il‘rnudnlnnmn rent, clear, fresh vom-

plexion, free from blotei, blemish, on

conren e, and wish to Rruern YOI

BEAUTY, vpe thess WONDERNTI I:aﬂ'l

A DR, CAMPBELL'S

ARSENIC WAFERS,

REMEMBERALSO THAT

E:iury gkin Il]Jll:&m. I;Il:?thar lort& disfig-
uring, bum . ng, burning, blesding,
ml:‘.plmfl or blotohy—1n fact, from Pim

to the mos inr.nninégm wnd every hu-
morof the blood, whethersimple, serofulous or
hareditary—is speedily, Permanently snd eeo-
nomically cured by

DR. CAMPBELIL’S SAFE ARSENIC

COMPLEXION WAFERS.

These wonderful wafers ara s Blood Purlfier
and Hkin Beautifier, They are the greatesi of
Humor Remedies, when the best physicians
nnd other ramodies fail,

The above s strong hn:ugt. but true.  Thou-
sands of grateful testimonialy from h?h law,
rich and poor gftest thelr Wonderful, nﬁuuu
and Incomparihle efficncy.

The Wafers kre for men as well as wome

Depot, 818

D, Camphell's Walers are the oully Genuine

menle Wafers made, 1-17-0m

When ordering mention this paperand receive
(gratls) n very pretiy stool money purne,

.
LIQUORR AND GROCERIES
o

Hy Mail, §1.00; 6 Boxes, 5,00,
Avenue, N Y, and all Drugygista,

T have a comple stock of Family Gre-.

oories of all kinds which I will sell chies
for Cash. »

I have also on hand and am econstan
Iy receiving a large variety of

LIQUORS.

Such us whisky, brandy, wine, be
ule, porter, carbonuted waters, &o.

(Call and sce me on Washington Av
nue at the s@@~old stand of R. ¥
Daniel, W. D. SMITH

Womankind will find a joyous welcome in

every home. Tt is bright, sparkling and |~

interesting, It household hints aod
suggestions are invaluable, and it also
containg & large amount of news about
women in genetal.  Tte fashion depart—
ment is complete, nnd profusely illustra-
ted, it has o bright and entertaining corps
of contributors, and the paper is edited
with care and ability. Its children's

department makes Womankind a favorite
with the young, and in faet ic containg

[ much which will iuterest every member

I'delay in aceepting thisoffer. It will cost

subseription.  Sumple copy of the Amer- you nothing to get a full year's subserip- |

tion to Womunkiod. Samples canj'be
seen at this office,

The Roanoke News and Cosmovolitan one year for

The Roanoke News and Courier-Journal one year $2.
The Roanoke News and N. Y. World one year $2.
The Roanoke News and Home & Farm one vear for

The Roanoke News and American Farmer $1.50.
The Roanoke News and Womankind one year $1.50

Remit by check, money order or postal note.
THE ROANOKE NEWS, Weldon, N. C.

oct 18 1y
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Srienfific Amer,

1' ! h ]d‘ .t i t I J m
svory household in its sixteen large, | i h%
ol it » Pontasisns, Wm‘h! or

haudsomely illustrated pages. Do not |-

S LHAWES &

COAL,

RIGHMOND,

LIME, |
PLASTER,

Richmond, Va. -,:,'5-‘
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