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A COTTON GROWERS TRUST.
We get this interesting paragraph

from the Richmond News Leader:

““The Southern Cotton Growers’

Ar~=aniation, in sdopting a resolu-

‘ng the minmum price of

10 cents per pound, and

.. restriction of acreage, thus

ruc’ically forming a trust, so as to

orget that thereby they are stimu-

lating experiments in cotton grow-

ing in other parts of the world and

may kill the goose that lays the
goiden egg.”

We u-derstand the situation to
be that the producera of cotton and
those dependent upon that produc-~
tion for their business mean simply
to weet organization with organiza-
tlon. The element which seeks to
countrol the price of cotton is already
link+d together in organization,
and the farmer, the merchant, the
baiker and the manufacturer of the
Soutn wounld be negligent of their
interests, and they are one, if they
faiied to get together.

I'ne prosperity of the South is
very largely dependent upon its cot-
ton productiop and growing cotton
m .oufscturing interests, and conse~
qu-ntiy the producers, the consum-
ers ( ne manufacturers), the bank-
ers, uud the merchants, as a busi-
ness proposition, are interested in
masing the cotton crop as big a
wealth briager as possible.

We naven’t got any great amount
of ¢ ufidence in the success of any

mov- ment to hold cotton for better

prices, but we certanly hope that it
Wil sngceed,

Spesking of the cotton situation,
the Wasaington correspondent of
the Uharlotte Observer, sent the fol
lowing on Friday :

Certain Southern members have
co templated the latest estimate of
the cotton crop, promulgated by
the Agricultural Department with a
growing ss:use of indigoation, and
the feeling that the Department has
over reached itself found formal ex-
pression to day when Representative
Livingston, of Georgia, introduced a
reso utiou requesting the Secretary
ol Agricul ure to forward to the
H use ull data upon which the last
report on cotton acreage and pro-
duction wsas made. The preamble
recites that there i a great
dissatisfuction and want of confi-
der.ce 1o the reporte, eapecially as to
the lsst report, In private con-
versation Mr. Livingston declared
that the last “‘guees” of the depart-
ment bad cost the farmers of the
Sutn $80,000,000, as it was esti-
m.ted that the present crop would
amoant to more than 12,000,000
balea  Of course officials of the de-
pariment will antagonize the reso-
lution, but there is reason to be-
lieve that Chairman Wadsworth, of
the agriculture committee, will
favor its passsge. Anyway, Mr.
\Vaduwonh was heard to say some
time ago that it might be well for
the department to go out of this
guessing business. Senator Over-
man expressed the belief to-nmight
tbat uny sort of investigation would
fesult in promoting confidence in
the government’s sources of infor-
mation, Several members of the
House who bave discussed the sub-
ject with Secretary Wilson are simi-
larly minded.

Surely an {nvestigation into the
Departmeut’s guessing methods will
do no harm. Oa top of all the devel-
Opments in the cotton sabject, =
report now comes from Thos. A,
Mclotyre & Co,of New York,that the
goverument guessers admit that they
are wrong, and that they now believe
that the crop will not be over 11,-
000,000 bales instead of 12,162,000
as'recently estimated. That raport
comes from the New York Journal
of Ccommerce and Commercisl Bulle-
tiu and will be found on the fourth
page of this morning’s STAR.

Says the Baltimore SBun: ““Andrew
Carnegie predicts that great fortunes
Will be made in the rubber industry,
It certalnly is capsble of much ex-
pansion.” We extend the right hand

of fellowship to Mr. Carnegie upon ]

his coming into the rubber ranks.
We can corroborate him with the
Btatement that we have positively
#¢en many rich things by resson of
belonging to the rubber neck class.

The Bmoot investigation has been
resumed befora the Senate Commit-
* Yee at Washington. This reminds
us that Smoot controlled the Mor-
mon vote for the Republican party.
The Mormons are no better than the
rest of the landsliders,
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PROGRESS OF THE NEGROES.
Mr. William Garrott Brown, who

recently wrote for the North Amer-
ican Review anartiole entitled ““The
White Peril—The Immediate Dan-
ger of the Negro,” traveled throngh
the SBouth to get his data. He stated,
among other things, that the negro
was not only retrogralling asa la
borer, but that the wealth accumu~
lated by the negroes is decreasing in
ratio.

In a recent lecture Booker T.

Washington advances another view.
He stated that one-twenty-sixth of
the soil of Virginia was owned by
negroes, according to the officlal re-
cords. He further asserted that the
negro race has developed more rap-
idly in thirty years of its freedom
than the Latin race had in 1,000
years of freedom. He also declared
that about 65 per cent. of Italians,
85 per cent. of Bpaniapds,70 per
cent, 67 Russians and 80 per cent.
of South Americans are illiterate,
but after thirty years of freedom
only 54 per cent. of the negro race
is illiterate.” In Georgia, Washing~
ton sald, $16,700,000 is set down aa
the taxable value of the negroes’
property. He adds: ‘““Probably the
colored man has learned the lesson
of hiding its real value from his
white brother; the figures ought to
be over $30,000,000.”
While the accumnulation of prop-
erty by the negro is slow, we doubt
very sesiously whether Mr. Brown’s
article gives the real fact as to the
negro’s accumulation of propertyl
However, his article referred to the
South as a whole and he made a
special study of it.
There is one thing certain, how-
ever, and that is that the negro ap-
preciates the advantages which are
afforded bim to send his children to
school. White people had better
stir their stumps if they want their
children to keep ahead of the negro
in attendance upon the schools.
Many will read with astonishment
the statement, if it iz based upon
fact, that the illiteracy of the negro
has been reduced to 54 per cent. If
the statement is true, it is time for
Northern critics to let up on the
Southern States for lack of effort to
educate the mnegro. The several
States are bound to be given the
greates part of the crediy for the
school advantages which colored
children have.
The development of the South is
amazing, as Mr. Brown says in his
articlg in the North American Re-
view. May it not be a fact that our
development has ontgrown the sup-
ply of labor, and that considering
the element of thriftless blacks, the
lack of negro labor is more notecex
able than it otherwise would be?

The real truth of the negro’s

poaition as a laborer and his ad-

vancement in the accumnlation of
property wonld be interesting.

“Nothingisleft undone tosafegnard
President Roosevelt,” says a Wash-
ington correspondent. We approve
everything that is done for the pro-
tection of the President. We don’t
even want him to get struck with the
idea that the ‘“‘open door of hope”
is not liable to let in a draught that
is pernicious to a SBouthern darkey’s
political rhenmatism.

Twenty New Jersey girls ducked
aman in anicy creek for selling
them wool hosiery for silk. Ifa
man has to take a ducking for palm-
ing off wool for silk, what is to be
done with the girls for pulling the
wool over men’s eyes ?

Some of our State exchanges are
speculating abount the future of Gov.
Charles B. Aycock, whose four years
term closes next month. No use to
worry. Just wateh the limelight and
yon will see a man who knows how
to take care of himself.

We have szeen so much abont ille-
gal reglstration, fraud in elections
and rottenness in politics in Penn-
sylvania that it really makes us
Pennsyve when the Bucktail papers
lecture the South on morality and
fairness in politics.

Another story will be added to
the Wilmington water wagon for
those who will take their annual
“‘gwear-off”” January 1st. Those
who are a trifle shaky in their reso-
lution might get on the street
sprinkler.

It is very annoying to the horse
editor to see from the statistics of
the Census Bureau that there are
more males than females in the
United States. He is always fight-
{hg against odds.

It the Republican party prefers
that the South remain the one con-
servative element of the union, it
had better stick to Republicanism
and not return to radicalism.

Mrs. Oassle Chadwick promises
that all her obligations shall be paid.
We have some subscribers who are
just as promising as Mrs. Chadwick.

Mrs. Wallis, a Cincinnati fashion
writer says: ‘“Women woald be bet-
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CURKENT COMMENT.

_ ———If the Bouth could otly get a
little reduction in representatien it
would not object.—~Newport News
Times- Herald.

~—— Why should the North howl
because the Sonth proposes to take
its licking like a man?—Memphis
CommercFﬂl-Appe;l. e
~— ] am determined to prove
that I am different from other
men,” says old Dr. Dowle. He has
Eroted it by paying $4,000,000 in
ebts: —Washington Post, :
~=—The decline in the price of
cotton will probably put all the idle
mills to work, if they can buy as
much cotton in the baleas on paper.
—Richmond Times-Dispatch.

. — Whether they call it ‘‘read-
justment” or revision or reform is
all the same to the people, who are
weary of the spoliations and iniqui-
ties of the existing tariff.—Philadel-
phia Record.

| —— The Mobile Register, !n an
article proposing the erection of a
monument to Father Ryan, the
great poet, calls him a ‘son of
Maryland.” It has always been our
understanding that Father Ryan
wes Eornin Norfolk.—Norfolk Land-
mark.

- ——A newspaper is paublished for
the masses and classes. A thing
that may sound foolish o ono per-
son may be wisdom to another, and
that-which tickles the modest fancy
of Maund Muller may serve to tilt the
nasal adornment of Clara Vere de
Vere.— Orange Virginian.

—— A contemporary asks: **Why
not have a parcels post?” The
simple answer is that the great ex-
press companies, who have in Thos
U. Platt an agent in the Senate of
the United States, and the great
rallroad corporations haviog an in~
terest in the express companies, do
not want a parcels post that wounid
seriously threaten their profits.—
Philadelphia Record.

——- ‘Commenting on Dr. Samuel
T. Carter’s remarks in connection
with his renunciation of the Presby-
terian confession of faith in the
Hartford (Conn.) Courant saye that
“in wore Southern and conservative
regions of Presbyterianism his utter-
ances will be regarded as blasphemy
or little short of it.” Right you are;
they will not only be regarded so by
Southern Presbyterians, but in a
a senge by the Christian bodies of
the South geverally, and it is well
that that is so.—Richmond, News-
Lieader.

Strong efforts are being
made to turn the tide of for-
eign immigration Southward, and
seemingly without much regard as
to what claes comes. Unless care is
exercised we will have a clags similar
to those in Northern mines and fac-
tories. The South Carolina law on
the subject ought to be adopted by
all the States of the South and then
there would be little danger. The
fear is expressed that there will not
be enough of the class we are obtain-
ing. That may or may not be true,
but that supply should first be ex
hausted before experiments are made
with others.—Columbia Record.

—_———— - E—

LOCAL DOTS.

— The Revenue Cutter ‘‘Semi-
oole” sailed yesierday for a cruise ss
far norih as Hatteras. Later she will
return down the coast, going lo Ba-
vanoahb betora the new year.

— Mr. J. Herbert Stome, of Lit-
tle River, 8. C., was in Lhe city yes-
terdar on business. He will move to
Wilmiogion on Jaouary 1t to accepl
employment with Sione & Co.

— A. B. McDonsld, of Hamlet,
was glvea two years in the peniientiary
aad sentenced o pay & fine of $5,000
for illieit distilliog and Intlimidating a
witness by Judge Purnell in the Fed-
eral Court ai Raleigh Friday.

— Justice Bornemann yesterday
married & colored couple—William
O. Thomas and Rosa Franks, who
went away as happy as larks after
a parling injunction from the “‘judge”
as to how ibey should deport them-
selves in the fulure.,

~- By deed filed for record yes-
terday Oarl P. B. Mahler and wife
transferred lo Ballie W, Mayo, for
£3,350, property on west side of Bixtbh,
120 feet south of Nixon street, 150x120
feet in size and abutting on Brown's
or Hutafl’s alley.

— A colored man was shot and
slightly wounded late yesterday after-
noon in the vicinity of Sixth and Red
Oross sireets, If Issaid that Lthe negro
who received the bullet persisied in
followlog a crippled negro, who final-
ly, tired of being hounded, drew a
pistol and opened upon the olher. No
arresis were made.

— Mr, Hans A. Kure, proprie-
tor of the amusement pavilion at Car-
olina Beach, has bought the riding
gallery or “‘hobby horses” that have
been operated at Sixth and Campbell
sireets, He will take the ouifit down
to the beach next Bummer for the en=
tertalnment of seaside visitors.

— As Capt. Robertson came out
of hils residence on Priccess street just
afier supper last night he found neatly
colled up on his front porch a drunken
white map, apparently resting easy.
Oapt. Roberison felt a delicacy in dis-
turbing the sirapger’s nap, but he was
afreid of the visitor’s catchliog cold
and summoned the patrol wagon, the
straoger having very soon thereafler
become a guest at the statlon house,

— It iz announced that Mrs.
Preston L. Bridgers will build a hand-
some residence on her lot on east side
of Third, between Church and Oastle
streeis, and thay Mr. H. K. Nash has
purchased the residence of the Iate
Mrs. W. A. Riach,in the same;vicinity,
and will remodel it. It i1 also stated
that Col. Walker Taylor will erect a

ter off if they never wore hats.” No,

the old man would be better off,

ner of Third and Church streets, where

-

STATE CAPITAL NEWS

Federal Court Enjoins Corpora-
tion Commigsion and Greens-
boro Fuel (.foncern.

SOUTHPORT BANK CHARTERED

state Pair Settlemest—V. E. McBee Re-
ceiver for Carclisa Mosthera Rail-
road With Mr. W. J. Edwards.
Beseeching More Pardons.

[Special Sitar Teiegram.]

RaumiaR, N. C., Dec. 16,—The tem-
porary injunction agalost the Corpo-
-ratlon  Commission and (he Greeus-
boro Ice and Coal Company was made
perpetual to-day by Judge Parnell in
an oploion handed -down fa«a suit
broughi by the Southera Rallway to
stop the two defendants from brioging
suils agaiost them for p2naliies and
damages for refusal of ihe Southern
to place cars of coal consigoned to the
Greznsboro company op & privale
sidiog, the refusal belng on the ground
that no furiber cars be so placed until
certain disputed claims for demurrage
for the past placiog of cars 1s paid.
The right ef the Corporation Commis-
sion 12 force & rallroad tn daliver cara
under such clrcumstances is involved
and the court rules the Commission
has no such right, where, as in this
oase Lhe cars are brought from olher
Btates, it being Inter-state commercs.
Reporis submitted to the Biate Fair
execative commiilee to-day show
$8,000 balance in ihe treasury, after

all expenses ol the recent falr are
paid. The affairs are in excsllent
capdition, A handsome silver service
was presenied to President Ashley
Hornoe, of the Falr Awsociation, asa
token of appreciation.

The Baok of Southpori is chartered
with $5,000 capital subscrived and
$20.000 authorized. Among the In
corporators are J, J. Watson, A. E.
Btevens, H W. Hood and Dr, J. A.
Dosher.

Gavernor Aycock accepis an invi-
tation to deliver an address bzfore the
Teachers Assembly of Loulsians ab
LaFayetlle, December 28.h.

#

Ia the United Bistes Circuil Court
yesierday = pelillon was filed by the
complaicant, the Guaranty Trust
Company of Palladelphla, in the suli
asgalost the Carolina Norihern Rall-
roxrd Company asking for ihe appoint-
ment ¢f V. E. McBes as co-receiver
with W, J. Edwardrs, (he present re-
ceiver. Tbe Trust Company’s peti-
tion for such appointment was filed at
the request of praciically all the bond
bolders of the railroad compsany, res-
idents, principally of Philadeiphia
and Richmoad, and it Is understood
\bat the aciion of the bondbolders
was at Lbe inslance or suggesilon of
Mr. John Bkelion Willlams,who holds
a very lsrge block of the bonds and
bas » biga opiaion of Capi. McBee as
a railroad manager and desires him 10
take charge and build up the physical
condition and traffic of the rallroad.
‘I'n= petition having teen granied,
Capiain McBee, who was presant at
couri at chambere, filed a bond in the
sum of $15,000 and went to Lumber-
ton laet night where he will take
charge of the raliroad In conjanctilon
with W. J. Edwardr, ibe preseni re-
ceiver,

The father and brother of the Char-
lotie slayer Bishop were here this
we=k to s:e Governor Aycock aod
plead for a pardoua. The ailorney for
the Go!d Brick men Is also here Lo s:e
the Governor bearing numerous psil-
tions for tbeir releass, Neither par-
ties received any salisfaction at the
hands of the Governor.

——————lly W W—

EAGLE MANUPACTURIEG CO,

Factory Site Purchased on W. & W., Near
Eighth and Hasover—Oflicers.

The Eagle Manuflacturing Company
of this city, which was recanlly in-
corporated with a paid-in capital stock
of $5,000 by Messre. G. F. Quinnp, J.
Q. Powers, James Millan and J. A,
Lewis, wlll begin busicess about Jan-
uary 15th.. Ths company recently or-
ganizsd with Mr. Lewls as president;
Mc. Powers, treasurer; Mr. Millan,
secrelary, and Mr. Quinn, general
maoager. KEach of the incorporators
is a practical man with experience in
the line mapped out for the new fac-
tory aad (he enlerprise gives assur-
a.c: of succass from the very start.

A site for the faciory 150 x 206 feet
in size, bas been purchased on
Eighth sireet, belween Han over and
Brupswick, along the right of
way of the W, & W, raliroad, making
shipping facilities the very best ob-
taiopable in the city. The company
proposes to maoufactare doors, sash,
blinds, turasd columus, cabinets,
cases, oic., and will cater to both the
wholesal=s and ratail trade. For the
present a [aclory bullding 36x70 feet
fo siza will bs eons<tructied and the
latest and mos. improved machinery
will be used. Later, it is proposed, to
add to the bullding and put in new

lines.
L e E———————

RAIDED GAMBLING JOINT,

Policemen Arrested Four hast Night at
Hoase la “Blood Rlock™ Alley.
Policemen Leon George and W. M.

raided a negro gambling joint in what
is known as ‘‘Blood Block” alley,
leading from Fourih, between Bruos-
wick and Bladen sireels. Policeman
George bad received a tip that gam-
blicg was going on at the houss of
Eila Johnson and at an opporiune
time he and Policeman Harrles swoop-
ed down on the place. The Johhson
woman was arrested and charged with
conducting a gaming houss while Jas
per Nixon, Robert Sievenson and Wil-
lle Holley, young negro men, were
taken in custody, charged with gam-
bling. Another woman Iin the house
msde her escops during the round up.
A deck of o:rd:, somswn+t worse fol

Harriss last night about 9 o'clock

TRAGEDY AT FLORENCE, §. C.

Ralfroad Special Ageat Shet Dewn by
Dispensary Spy There Last Night
at the >tatior.

Mr. J. O. Blount, 54 years of age, an
Altiantic Coast Line special agent, or
detective, was shot and almost instant-
ly killed at the depot in Florence, B.
Q., early last night by a dlspensary
coneiable named Rowell, who was
intoxicated. The tragedy occurred
oesr the entrance to the walting room
in the passenger depot, while hua-
dreds of people were passing to and
Jrom the fralns which connect there
about 8 o’clock. Rowell was imme-
diately arrested and lodged in jail.
The men had quarrsiled over some
porgonal matter and Mr. Blounti’s
connection with the Coast Line had
nathiog to do with the homicids,

Jherewas much excitement al Lhe
depot ocver the tragedy, and Lhe sev-
eral trains due to depart at thal hour
werp delayed. The traia due bhere
last night at 13 o'clock did not arrive,
for Lhat aud otner reasons, uniil afier
1 o'cieck \(hie morpiog. Passen-
gers on the lrain to Wilminglon spoka
of the affair this morning as a
cylc-blooded murder. Blount has a
larze family and had always borne an
excellent charascier. The ball from
the dispsnsary consiable’s pisiol enter-
ed ths lell temple and came out near
Lhe right ear.

—2 B W=

DRUIDS PLAN BENEBICENILY.

Lioden Grove Will Have Holiday Gifts for
Oee Hoodred Worthy Poor.

Thankful forihe blessings and pros-
perily of the past year and mindful of
those less foriunate than themssives,
members cf Llanden Grove No. 2,
Uniied Ancient Ocrder of Druids, of
thls city, bave it in thair hearis to do
som=ihing sudsiantial aod pleasant
for :he poor of the community. Ac
cordingly, & comm!'ilee composed of
Mes:rs. A. J. Marshall (chairman),
Paul Csase, W, W. King, Wm. B.
Behaler, Geosge Za'gler and D. M.
Besrdaley, has beea appointed to ar-
range for a receplion ia Druid’s Hall
oa the night of Deze. 30ih, when 100
woriby poor of the city willi be wcl-
comed by the chairman of tho com-
milter, preslding, sod they will be
given New Year offerings of subitan«
tial character, sucn as sha s, clothing,
ele.. with coaofeciioneri-s and olber
litile delicacies for the chi!dren amocg
the pumber. The commiites is now
preparing a list of 100 of the most
worlhy poor and thsy will be most
fitiingly remembered upon this ocea-
siop. The purpose of the order in this
maiter is highly commendable, and
the STAR s certain that the joy of the
occasion will be mutual—tv those who
give and to those who receive.
——————— E——

*CSPE FE4R PARMERS ALIVE.

Meetlag of Growers, Me'rclualr. Baskers
snd Maounfactorers at Fayetteville.

FAVYETTEVILLE, Dac. 16 —The meet-
ing of Cumberlacd couniy colten
farmers with the Chamber of Com-
merce here (o day was presided over by
Capt. J. D. McNeill, with Mr. F. R,

Ros2 as secrelary. Mr. J. C. Biin,
secrelary of Lthe Farmers’ Alilance fa
Cumberland, responded to a eall from
thes chairman, who had previously
stated the object of the m:=eling to be
thal of inducing !armers to hold their
present crop for remuneraiive prices
and to curiall produetion next year.
Mr. Baonett, of 71st township, told of
the evils of over-production, sasing
thzt a ten miflion bale crop meant 10¢
for the slaple and prosperity for the
Souih while atwelve millio= bale erop
meant 7¢c and ruloation. The remedy
was reduced screage snd Lhat only
could be sccomplished by organiza-
vion.

In bebalf of themanufaciuring inter-
ests, Mr. W. L. Holt spoke with force
and clearness, saying the drop in
prices had come with grea$ disappoint-
ment lo manufacturers. He had just
reiurned from Greensboro, whera he
had a conference with Mr., Cone, one
of the most extensive manufeclurers
in the Bouth, who expressed bimself
in the same way.:

Mr. H. W, Lilly, president of Lhe
Baok of Fayetteville, expressed him-
sell heartily in sympathy with the
movement, saying that the Interesis of
the banker and the farmer were iden-
tical? that while the preseni siiuaiion
enabled the banks to make profilable
transactions wilh the f{armers, re-
munerative prices for their producie
made the farmers far more valuable
customers.

Mr. John R. Tolar, of the New
York Cotton KEzxchange, and presi-
dent of the Tolar-Hart-Holt Cotton
Mills, addresssd the mesting very in-
teresiiogly, pointing out that reduc-
tion of acreage alone would save the
situation. He bslisved, though, that
11,000,000 bale crop could be very
well bandled, aud that it would bring
10 cents. It would pol do just to re-
@lca the screage; growers must show
‘o the world ibat t‘hey were reducing
it. It wass mislake Lhat low colton
pleased the manufacturers., Mr, Tolar
said their mills saw betier times al-
ways with cotton sf 10 cents and over.

Msj. E, J. Hale, Mr. A, L. cOas-
kill, Mr. J. Heuorle Currie acd others
gpoke in tbe same veio, and at lengih
8 resolution by Col. A. H. Slocomb
was adopled recommendicg a reduc-
tion o! screage of 25 per ceal. with
correxpording reduction in fertilizars,
and a judicious plsclng of the colton
on the markst unlil the acreage re-
Juetion develops.

— R EEE——

New Weed Plaat

Whileville News: “A npew enler-
prise is being erected on the White-
ville Lumber Co.’s railroad, just below

their mill at Vineland, which will be
an entirely new lntiustry for this
county. The Weed Disiilling and
Manufacluring Company, a eorqou‘
tion composed of Northern capital'sis,
are puitiog In machinery there for
manufseiuring turpentine, oil and
paving blocks, using as a material
from which to manufacture these pro-
ducis lightwood stumps which are
taken from the fields and woods by
means of & large stump puller, which
machine Is operated by steam power.
We learn that there is ample capiial
behicd the enterprisa and that the
plan! is expected (0 be in operation by

J handsome residence on northeast cor-

Mre. Bridgers now resides.

]

wear, was ail the parapheroaita found,

Januasry 1st.”

NO. 8

NEWS FROM RALEIGH.

State Cotton Growers Gathered
in Respective Counties for
Common Purpose, -

INTERESTING BLADEN CASE.

White ¥en Given New Trial for Assaslt
Upon Sisgletary--lnteresting Recom-
mendation by Tax Commission
se 19 Poll Tax—Notes.

[Special Star Telegram.)

RaLmier, N, 0., Dee. 17.—Wake
county colton fermers in sesslon to-
day decided to ho!d all cotlon on hand
for ten cents and to reduce the screage
for the nex: year twenty-five per
cenl. Rsports recalved indicate thmt
slmilar aciion was taken to-day by
practically every cotloa county in the
Btate,

The Suprems Court dulivers an
opinion in case of Btala ve. Davis, from
Bladen, which gaverise Lo lhe noted
and sensstiona! impeachment pro-
caodlogs by Judgze Peebles agalast the
Lumberton Bar. A new trial is grant«
ed on the grounds that Judge Peebles
indleated pre-judgment of the case in
the midst of the trial by declaring that
the Identity of ceriain handwrilings
was already established to the satls-
faction of the court and thers need be
no farther evidence on that point, ap
expert wilness ba2iog on the stand at
ths (ime. The defendanis were sen-
tenced to four months each on Lhe
roads but they win a new (rial. The
case was sgalost four mep, E. J., L. J.
and D. A, Davissnd E. V., Freeman
for sssault on D. A. Sioglefary, He
was shol in the eye because of & dis-
pule about a siock !aw.

Rargiag, N. C.. Dae. 17—In the
report of the Tax Commlission (o Gaov-
ernor Aycock. jas. filed, iiis recom-
mended thal the poil tax be not al-
lowed to exceed $2; ihal citles and
tawps b2 not allowed ‘o levy any poll
tax; that slatutes be nol passed au
thorizilog a higher tax rate than 66§
canis oo the one hundred dollars, and
that the muunicipal tex ratle be so lim-
fled that when added 10 the Biate and
County tax, it will not bs s confica-
tion of any class of property.

The commission issues a stalement
or sumpary of properly valuations asd
tax=s in he State that makes a very
Izleresling showing. It shows that
the tatal valuation of all property in
the Biste for 1904 is $443, 781, =
paln of $151,963,228 silnce 1899 and as
compared wilh $433,372,939 in 1903.
There are 29,304,882 scres of land
with an average value of $4.92 peracre,
Durham county having the highest
acreage, §15 per acre; Gaslon sgcond,
at $14 23.  Dare has the lowest valua-
tlon aversgieg §1.19 per acre. The
valuation of real and personal prop
erly in the Biate is $138,204,279. The
valuajions in some principal townsare
Durham $10,470,178 (the highesl);
Caarlotie $9,681,885; Wilminglon $9,-
249,766: Sallsbury §2,476,360. “The
total solvent cred!ia in the Btate is $30,-
703,019. Forsyth belng first with
$1,091,686. Make second and Mecklen-
burg third with $1,080,731. The capital
stock of banks is $7,583,498 with
$9,730,670 assessed value. Railroads
ara valued at $70,612,721 and olher
corporalions at $5,803,025. The toial
indebtedness of counties is $2,514, 580
and of towns $6,654,288. Meckien-
burg has the largest of any county,
#339,500; Asheville the largest of any
towp, $991,500. Charlotite owes $5615,-
000; Wilmington, $674,700; Greens-
boro, $450,000. Of county taxes $198,-
724 remaln uncoliected, and of the
town laxes $125,225; $34, 984 polls are
unpaid in the countier, and nearly
double ihat number in the fowps.
The report shows Lhat there are 858
lawyers, 1,322 physiclane, 281 den-
tists, 8,886 merchanis and 953 cor-
porations in the State. The total of
all taxes in the Biate for the year is
$7,882,950,

—————— - Em—

WILMINGTON BANKERS OPTIMISYIC.

Mesere, Hogh MacRac & €o. Take Mest
Becoarsging View ol the Outloek.

In a symposium of views of leading
bankers, manufacturers and business
men generally all over the SBoutb, the
Ballimora Manufacturers’ Record of
this week has the following from
Memars. Hugh MacRae & Co., bankers
and brokers of this city:

“Hugh MacRae & OCo., bankers,
Wilmington, N. C.: Business with
us has been very actlive this fall, and
we have @ At to coutinue
throughout the winter and spring,
notwithstanding the fact that cotfon,
the prineipal Bouthern product, is
selling low. Although the recent de-
cline of cotton has caused a large loss
to holders, on ine other hand it is not
without its good side, as it has placed
the manufscturer in & position to pur-
chass supplies at a reasonable figure.
We believe that matters will equalize
themselves in tha near fature. A
member of our firm recently com-
pleled a tour of the Carolinas and
found the people in splendid financial
condition and saw evidences of pro-
gress and prosperily on every hand,
and believes that the people at large
are in betier shape financially and
have more luxuries than Lhey have
ever bad before. This prosperity is
due primarily, of course, to the good
crops which we have had for the t
few seasons. We are very oplimistic
in regard to the fauture prosperily of
the South in gemeral, and the Oaro-
linas in particular, and believe that
the opportunities are as great hers, or
possibly . than in any other
part of the country. These clu-
sions are based on an examination
and study of conditions ss we have
found them in this section.” A

— - P—

— Friends out of town have re-
celved Invilations to the marriage of
Miss Octavis Horiesse Boatwright and
Mr. Robert Howell Gwaliney, which
will be celebrated sl the home of the
bride's parents, Capt. and Mrs. Jobhn

Lord Bosiwright, ia this city, on the
evening of the 38in of December, No.
404 Orsnge streel.

e s

— Mr. A. P, Thomas and little
son, Neill, of Shallotie, were in the
city yestarday. Mr. Thowras is on the

rural free delivery roule emanating
from Bhaloiie and speaks ia the high-

TO STAMP OUT SMALLPOX.

County Sasitary Board Makes Compulzory
Yaccleation Applicsble to Rural
Schools —The Sltustion.

————

While there is absolutely nothing
alarmiog In the smsllpox situstion
either in Wilmington or in the coun-
iry, the Couniy Banitary Board is
aliva o the necemily of adopling
eyery precaution to preventanything
llke an epidemic. Iis latest action to-
wards that end !2 an order passed at a
special meeting of ithe Board Friday
night at the Court House, requiring
all children in stilendance upon the
public sshools to present certificales of
successful vaccination on or belore
January 10ih of the New Year. Those
pressat at the meeting were Obalrman
D. McEachern and Messrs. M. W,
Divineaund H. L. Vollers, of the Board
of County Commissloners, members
ex officio of the Banitary CommIssion;
Dr E. J. Wood aod Dr. W. D. Mc-
Millan, county superintendent of
heal.h. The objeci o! the meeling
was staled to the Board by Chalraan
McE:chern and thers was a very gen-
ersl dircusslon of the situatioa es-
peclally in the country, the city schools
alrcady having compulsory vaccina-
tion a prerequleite to attendance upon
school.

The order was made upon molion of
Dr. Wood and was uanimously adopt
ed as follows:

*‘That this Board recommends to
the Board of Education that all teachs
ers and chlidren of the public schools-
present certificates of successful vae-
cioation prior to Jsnuary 10ib, 1905,
and upon fallure to present same they
shall be debarred from attendacce,"”

While the cily school authorilies
some iime ago took the inftiative in
this matier themselves and the gener-
al vacination rule is now in perfect ef-

fect, the order by the Connty Sanitary

Board removes every pomibllity
ol a doubt as to lis legalily
and possibllity of successful re-

sisiance, which was talked of at first.
For those who complied with the or-
der adopied some (ime ago by the
school aulborities the order now
adop'ed by the Sanltary Board will
bave mno effect, but it will make a
clean sweep of all who, for any rea-
sop, evadad the original ruling.

It is & remarkable fact that while
nearly every county in the Siate has
smallpox, apd some of them a great
many caser, campnrntlvel;l little has
been said about it, It ha; been the
policy of Lhis paper (o deal Iairly with
the pesople on this matter, believing
that knowledge of the fact {s the surest
method of inducing people to take all
possible means to prevent an outbreak
and to so rezulate their assoclation,
efc., as to make possible the least
#prd (3 [ the disease. The situation
in §9" nogton and fn the county is
now #all in the control of the health
aulnorilies-and there ia not the least
daoger of an epidemiec, though vacci-
natipn is urged. There are not more
ths] czen cases in the entire coun-
ty and all thoss are eniirely isolated.

Smallpox in most virulent form is
reported io yesterday’s Florence Times
from pearly every counity in South
QOarolina. Several deaths have occur-
red in Columbla and conditions in
Georgetown are said to be worse. In
its sonual report to Lhe legisiature,
aada public in Columbia Friday the
Btale Board of Heallh acknowledges
its ioability to handle the smallipox
sliuation unless the legislalure passes
a compulsory vaccinallon law which
will be particularly stringent with
regard to corporations.

e ————— e

Kittie Leslie and Hosbsed,

Kitlie Leslie and ker husband, John
Tharp, were canlral figures in adouble
trial in Jusiice Fowler’s court yester-
day, the wile charging the husband
with two couats of assault and bat-
tery. Tharp was found guilty under
one charge, but the other was so nofo-

rlously flagrant that the prosscutor
was taxed with the costs. Bhe couldn’t
pay at first and went to jall in default.

—————— D ——

Holiday Evergreens,

Ths following from yesterday’s Ra
leigh News and Observer will be read
with interest: ‘‘Mistietos is selling at
25 cenis per pound st Indlanapolis.
Holly in 25 pound craies is bringing
$2 to $3.25 percrate. Many carloads
are being shipped [rom Norih Caro-
{ina and mapy more might be shipped
if the people would look alter diversie
fied methods of money making more
than after cotton and tobacco.”

———— e a———

BURNED TO DEATH.

Man, Wile sad a Visitor €remated Near

Monticello, Ark.
By Telegraph to the Morning Biar.

LiTTLe Rook, ARk, Dec. 17.—A
special to Lhe Gazstte from Monticello
EAYS:

W. M. Blevenson and his wife, and
Mrs. Willle Barrets, a visifor, have
been burned to death in the Stevenson
home twelve miles east of Monticello.
When nejghbors reached the house
they found the bodies of the inmates
burned besyond recogrniilon. Bheriff
Wilson made an investigation and sent
to Pine Bluff for bloodhouds. Steven-
son was known t0o keep considerable
money in the house, and it Is believed
the house was attacked for the purpose
g;' robbery and set on fire to cover the

me.

) A

GEORGIA FARWERS.

Mass Mcetings te Urge Heldiog;Sotton for
& Price of 10 Cents,
$y Telegraph to the Morning Suar.

the Telegraph from many couunliies of
the_State iell of mass meciings held

by farmers in an efforl 1o further the
movement recently iosugursted 1o
hold cotion for u price of ten cents.
Ia most of the couniies sirong resolu-
tions were sdopted declaring ihat
farmers sbould hold all the coifon

osi terms of Lthe value of Lhe service to

residents in the couniry.

possible and appealing to local banks
for ald.

MaACON, Ga., Dec. 17.—8pecials to

o= ®h from Laarinburgon
FriddY#hys: The safe crackers have
been at work in these parts again,
visiting Tatum, this county, and
McColl, 3.0., the other night. This
time they did notsucceed in getting
much in the way of booty.

=A. Vashiogton on Friday Con-
greseman Gudger received a tele-
phone message from the War De-
Eartm_qnt saying that the body of

lentenant Pritchard had reached
San Francisco, and shounld arrive
at Marshall about the 22nd. It was
added that the Department would
immediately advise Judge Pritchard
as soon.- as it could be ascertained
when the body should reach the
former home of the young officer.

— Mr, W, G, Matthews, who has
been in Scotland county for the
past four or five years epgaged iIn
the melon business, left the other
day for a point near Dawson, Geor-
gis, where he will continue the cul-
tivation and growth of melone,
While Mr. Matthews was in
Laurinburg he set enough men in
t!:le melon business to ingure a con-
tinnance of the business, even
though he is gone. Mr. Matthews
made a success of the melon busi-
ness, and made many friends who
are sorry to see him leave.

— A dispatch from Kinston on
Friday says Mr. uno. L, Daugherty,
a prominent farmer of this county,
waas seriously shot to-day by Mr. i&
E. Street, of Kinston, in mistake
for a wild turkey. Mr. Street, with
a companion, was in a boat on the
Neuse river duck hunting. Mr.
Daugherty had killed two turkeys
and propped them up on the bank
a8 decoys and was himeelf concealed
In a pit below the bank. The duck
hunter ueeinﬂg part of his black coat
exposed and hearing his yelping,
mistook him for a turkey and fired
from about twenty-five yarde dis-
tance, the load of No. 4 shot takin
effect in his right shoulder, nec
and head. He will probably re-
cover, though seriousely hurt.

— Washington correspondence of
the Charlotte Observer: A meeting
of the North Carolina delegation
was held this afternoon in one of
the Democratic cloak rooms at the
House. It was stated by some
memboers who have made inquiries
among Republican members that au
omnibus public building bill would
in all probability be introduced,
carrying something like %8,000,000.
Following this announcement the
members agreed that more than
$300,000 should go to North Caro-
lina, which amount will take care of

ones, as heretofore stated, being
Winston, Salisbury and Asheville.
Congressman Gudger filled addi-
tional data bearing on the Asheville
bill, the papers including letters
from Judge Pritchard, who recount-
ed the interesting statement that
the Court of Appeals would in all
probability hold its terms in Ashe-
vllle instead of Richmond in the
future.

- E———

COTTON GROWERS AROUSED.

North Carclisa Farmers Will Hold €otton
for 10 Cents a& a Minlmam and Re-
duce #cresge 25 Per C.ot,

By Telegraph w wne morning Btar,

RaLEIGH, N. O, Dsge. 17—Here in
the capltol and at various county
seais in the Biale Lhe cotton growers
mel to day and took Lhe first stepy-to-
ward the bolding o! (be staple for bet-
ter prices. The resolutions passsd at
all \ue meelings were praciically the
same, and all points heard from indi-
cale that they are fullv sroused and
are ac iog as » unli, Tne rasolutions
daclar= trat they will hold cotton for
ten cents as the winlmum priee, and
pledge the growers to reduce the
acreage 26 por ceni. The mesling .in
this city was aitended by & number of
the Biate officers and many of the
most prominent men ol the common-
wealib. Towaship meelings will be
beld nexi SBaturday, counly meetings
oa Janusary 7ih and a Siate meeting on
January 11, The determination of
the cotion growers {s shown by the
fact that very liltle cotton has been
offered for sale for a month past.

——— Y ——

WIFE MURDER GHARGFYD,

Lewis Jonee, 8 White Mano, in Jall at

Wadesbore, N. G,
By Telegraph to the Morning Star.

RaLeige, N, O., Dec. 16.—Leawls
Jones, & while man about filty years
of age, iz In jall at Wadesboro, charg-
ed with the murder of his wife., It de«
veloped at (be coroner's inquest yes-
terday tbat Jones had been drinking
heavily; that on Wednesday he had
cruelly malireated his wife and that on
the following morning he resported
her dead. An investigation was at
once demanded, and the resull was the
finding of finger printy upon the
woman’s throal aud marks of blows
upon her body. The coroner’s jury
rendered a verdict that Mrs. Jones had
come lo her deain by siranzulation
and other maltreatment. The arrest of

her husband (mmediately [(ollowed.
An yet he hss made no statement,

L —— e —

CAUSED BY DYNAMWITE.

Reservoir Disaster by Which Nige Persons
Lost Their Lives at Winston,
By Telegraph to the Morning Btar.

Rareiar, N. C., Dec. 17—A special
from Winston-8alem, N. O, says:

It was published a few days ago
that evidencs had beean discovered

tending to show that the reservolr
disaster by which nins people lost
their lives nere on the second day of
November was caused by dynamite
used by parifes unknowo. Ii {s offl-
cially stated 1oday that s dynamile
cariridge was found a few days afier
the bursting of & reservoir near the
broken walls, and it is now in posses-
sion of = city officlal. An investiga-
tion has been proceeding for some
timie but if tbe officers huve any clue
it has not been given to the poblic.

— “‘Does your annual salary never
disturb you” asked the consci-
entious citizen. “Doyoun feel that
{ou are giving the voters snything
or their money?” ‘I confess” sal
Senator Sorghum, ‘‘that I never
tkought about it iu that light. 1
have been iInterested in seeing
whether the voters could be per-

%

suaded to give me anything for my
money.”—Washington Star.

three or four projects, the favored °




