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f  ' p i i t r u - t e  l t i h is  .’ure .

: < - i v  •

K O K V  ?lc V A Il t .
I t t o r n e y  a m i  f ' o u M s e l l o r  a t  M ^ a t r ,

; i j i ; ' tci  ni tlit> ( ' . . i in ty  ariil S u p e r i o r
Kii. iiiui' ii ' l Hil l t ■ in i ;b ‘̂ -rlMti'l
h i m  wi;l  rt^' ^-ive (.r' liiij ' t a l -  

J-.JHiis' I ' ciuii tf i l .

1 1 LL ti'

W -  A \ r  T H I  R S D A Y S

I H ! i :  K  S O \ S .
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J A S .  C .  M e K A E ,

a t  M ^ a w ^
o t t i r  • W est  cn  l of  thf» I n x u r i n c e  H u i M i n e

Hay St., F aye t tev i l le ,  N. C.
M a r c h  2ii. I860.

KK r ' i  Ou i f  p a i d  in 

f  « n b s c r i j

F R E N C H  S T R A N G E ,  
4<torii*‘y a< Law,
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‘Xj>iro J  

er t i ' i l t'o’ tlO cciii>‘ j>er 
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\ e r  il io otif' n o w  o c e u p i e J  by h im  in Dr K ob iu son 'p  

b u i l d in g .  OicvJii S t r e e t  
Dee r  -J. 1;

. I f r J I . f  V,
A t t o r n e y  a t  L a w ,
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al te t i i l  t h e  t ' o u n t y  .'itid SujH jr ior  C o u r t s  of  
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- fiir t r . i vel er^  go in ^  
e v - r y  d a y  a 

1,N H(»ru
lie. ( ii ' ivers -ol.e i 
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i\ iji M 1/ u i  in,
T. ' i.uitei'loh,

W. S i r e l .
.1 . O. • :0 k,
U >n. J .  0 .  S l i e p h e r t l ,

I’lr n w n ,  (
I j

I riifnii**!!. T r a v e l i n g  A g e n ts ,  
ic a i o n s

: l - l y

S t o r k  <*!
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' anij MIh« pihnroiis Books; School i 
•Haiik Kooks: Wrtting Papers; 
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M B W

F A V K T T K V I L L K ,  N .  C . ,  D E C E M B E R  6 ,  1 8 6 0 .
[ N O .  9 7 6 . ]

ALFBEI) ALDKH’WA! ,̂
l i i K p e c t o r  o r  \ a v ; i l  s t o r e s ,

\ v i l , M i \ f . ; T o \ ,  X  r

\ l ' ^ I L L  a ttend  I 'rouiptly t > ihe iratisact ion of  all  bnsi- 
y y  ness coiiti^'uo I to hi C'lre.

fjy tiui pd

p. KK.NUALl. J .  S. KKNUALL.

W .  V.  K i : \ l > A I . I .  A: S O X ,
€ieneral n omniissii tn t l terchantn,  

N. I r*i n  I'S'i ii '.'I'ttEKT.
v \ i L ) i i . \ ( r r o x ,  X .  <:.

OK l t l l l ’ .'' iVoMi !iu' I o n i u i y  i ' ' ' i ji -c t r i j ! ly  so l ic i te d .
Uu .-i >,f (\i i to ii  uud  oilicv Produce ,

tiberal c:i>h a l v ; i n w i l l  be made whon desired.
Oct.  17, is- in .  ti.'^tf

. I O I I \  n .  C I.AVtK,
( ommissioii and Forwardiuv Xerchaiit,

!>r ■ i.‘ i; i \

L i m e ,  C o r i i e u t ,  P l a s t e r ,  H ^ i r ,  & c .

L I . T T K U I , ( m 1 >  \ v n \ R ! ' ,  W I L M I N G T O N ,  N. C.

Y ) ■ '. : i; v'lr.i! s \ i  i: mcl.vi iiiN avd sfN,

A^.ril 2t>. I SI',.I. 1 I t f

A. V*. I I LI i : k ,  
i \ r V I o i . / ;  ^ . # #y  I '  a n 4 » 4  E i i

\  \  I '

N O " T H [  W A T E R  S T . ,

w  /  L  M I  -V (;  r  \ . X .
VJ-C'Ux

U.  \V. IM l>liAKI>,
4'otinti ‘Hi «fMfrrhaaf^

) H O M ! ’T a n d  ’’ I' l' .-'  >V \1,  • i •• ■i iiid' i wil l b e  g iv e n  to
T i m b e r .

>N' \ 1,
' t o r ,  I 

1. I > V H

H U S K E  &  A N D E R S O N ,
—UEALEUS I N -

s t a p l e  an ti F a n c y  D ry  €ioo«l«,
d o t  M u g  ̂

Aud Geutlemeu’§ Fiiriiii^hiiig troods
o f  e v e r y  d esc r i j i t io n .

B.VLLOU’S F U E X r i I  YOKE S H I R T S ,  

Boots and Shoes, H ats  and Caps, Eic. &c.
F iv e  p e r  c e n t ,  otf  for al l  C a s h  Bi l ls  o f  a n d  

u p w a r d s .

•\os. 4<» and 4H Hay St., (Hotel Uuildiii^.)

i W I - K ; h T H U S K i : ,  J O H N  H. A N D E R S O N .  
F o r m e r l y  IVk C a p e  F e a r .  F o r ' l v  w ith  J .  A. I ’en ib e r to n .  

Nov. 2S. 1800. '  7 4 t f

Call a t  n .  A. RAKi:ir.*S a n d  
y o u r  I ' i r e  A r i i i i i i !

/  1U N S , U IF Iv E S  a n d  P I S T O L S  o f  a l l t h e  b e s t  p a t t e r n s  
'  Jf no w  in use ,  an il  at  a s  lo w  ji r ices  a s  t h e y  c a n  b e  h a d  
in  a n y  c i ty  or  to w n  in t h e  U n it ed  S t a t e s  or  E n g l a n d .

■M A. B A K E R .
 ̂ F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  l ) e c ’r  ■•'>. To t f

T h e  l'n(ler!^i;;i;:ned

Is  p r e j i a r e d i a t  s ho r t  n o t i ce , )  to  s u p p ly  fam i l i e s  a n d  
othert, w ith <Jak a n d  I’in e  Wood  o f  t h e  bes t  ( ju a li ty ,  

a n d  at  tl ie lo w e s t  m a r k e t  p r ic es .  B. U(JSE.
Deo. ;i. 7o -3 t

C A T T I .K  WAATIilW.

1W.VNT to p u r c h a s e  I'^O lie;id of  C a t t l e ,  Hei fe rs ,  
S t e e r s ,  a n d  ev e ry  o t h e r  d os o r ip t io n .  I will  w in t e r  

c i t t l e  fo r  F iv e  D o ll a r s  eac li ,  o r  if  t l iey d ie  Viefore M a rc h  
no  c h a r g e .  I ’e r s o n s  wish ' .ng  M I L K  or  CKE.\.V1, c a n  be 

! fiirni.-iiied on  a j 'p l i c a t i o n  to .Mrs. I d a  E. B reece ,  on  Dick 
I S t i e e i ,  at  th e  f o r m e r  M c L c r a n  r es id en c i ' .

J O S E P H  B R E E C E .  
D e c ' r  6. 7o -3 t

■mil  
’ III. 1 uni)>er.

iljirik lit W i lm i n g to n .

F iv-* tiev il le .

3 ( ; , ( ) 0 0

Nov . O'.l

4 ' i ^ a r < « !  C ' i ; ; a r M ! !
CIG.VKS, C H O lC Fi b r a n d s ,  j u s t  r ec e iv ed  
p e r  S t r  F l o r a  a n d  fo r  s a le  low, hv

M R S .  M. B . \N K S .
7 1 'Jw

N. C
l:>tf 3 0

^ in o k in ; ;  Tobacco .
B.\  LE S  ol V i r g in i a  P o w h a t a n  Toba cco ,  a  f i r s t - r a te  
a r t i c l e ,  fur sa le  by  .MK.S. .M. B.VNKS.

Nov. o'.i 7  ) . .o^

r.! U . a .  UJiHlNSwN .

i ' .  I I .  i e 0 l l l \ ^ 0 \  \  4 0 . ,

J o D u n i L S i o u  1  . d  r o r w a n i i u g  M e r c h a n t s ,  

\V1 L M  i N ( .  l'< »N , N .  t ’

C o u - ' '  - ’id  .-AU-i'ry >rders will  r e c e iv e

•-'1 f

v'l ni. I I .  r i  i t i . i  \ i ;  r o \ .

N t a r  P o l i m l i  o l *  t l i e  » ^ o i i l h !  

? i  A  A I  r  A  t  r  i  f > i s i

A .  J .  W O O D W A R D ,

I A V K T T K V II . I . i : ,  A. i  .

\V 1 ! , > ! ! '

'iiei.'i tl a"

T O . V .

. lOII A I*. r i  I . I .F K ,
\ttoruey aud (ouiioellor al Law,

WILI. FKVf'TI t  IN r n L l "  fKTS OK

Kobe^oit. ( um berliind, < uluiiibiiH and Uladen.
otl ic ;  It Lu n i l  *Tlo'.l. RuliO-fiT^ C.. , N.

J I lly •'). 1 ■' '

n  A  K i T A i :
• i.i' •-iit( th « P os t  «.)th(

A O T I t ’K.
h i -  pr..fes~ii.inal 
H . J  .‘̂ tr>"‘t, f ou r  

■ b e  f o u n d  at al l

)[ | ier  C o u n i r y  pru.l  

K e f e i s  !<•: H K 
'V ih ii in g '  o-. .ti; i 
I'.alik ‘-f N o - '  >. 1 ■ (r  , 
ISrH’it'h ' '

Nov 1 ' - '•I

- ’II.
l i  >V

r . .
r

le o r  s h ip u ie n i  
•. I’iu ib e r .  a n d

. I' C>-i..- F e a r .  
'.iiigf'(U I J r i n c h  
a '^ i i ‘ r  R a l e ig h

J O S I 3 P 1 / B L O S S O M  
V *» I \

> V.

 ̂ i
,\ S I'

ForwardiH" .^lerchaiit,
| y ; i , / o i ; ,  . f

5 !aV i ’r 
l u f i i t ' ,  an  
to ' i tIn r  I 

F eb .  lU
' ■ / ; i  ill

c  vi'ii U) al l  Con^ign -  
P u " H ic e  t ‘̂  he s h ip p e i

•ITlf

. N O T K ’ R .
S^'U I r  nifiv r t ‘?i i l '»rly ut  hi'^ * office on
I*er?»;ri iw. .  ili *rs K;i"t of  t h e  M irk=-f. i lur-

(he  i iour "  of  f r o m  -  A. M. i>j 1 1'. M.: 2 I*. M. t*- 
M

JXO. s.  1>\N. . a mjM'.n. . k. .M. HYMAN,
h ’ltt T  - ' A' HairtntoH.

DAA4 V, 111 U A \  A: « O.,
GKOtKRS ( 0 ) i  ilSMOV MFU( IIAXTS,

1*^1 i ^ e a r l  - S t r e e t .

' I ^ l i a l  P o U n I i !  H o h  i t  S h i n e s .  Mmiy  o f  y o n  r eco l-  
1 lec! n in e  y e a r -  ag o  th a t  I t r  avelled t l i i o u g h  N o r th  

i . a n i l i n a  a n d  a {loriion o f  .South (.’a r o l i n a  for t h e  p u r -  
po.'ie o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  th i s  P id i s h .  .As t i m e  e l a p s e d  1 fou nd  
th a t  it w o u ld  m oul d.  1 h a v e  « ii ecced ed  in  m a k i n g  i t 
[H»rfect a n d  will  a r r a n t  it to  g iv e  s a t i s i a c t io n .  ii can  
tie h a d  a l  rei .»il fo r  ]t» c e n t s  p e r  b o s  o r  a t  w h o le s a l e  for 
s ix ty  c e n t s  p e r  dozen .  D e a l e r s  will  f o r w a n l  t h e i r  o r 
d e r s  tw o  w eek s  p r e v i o u s  to th e  t i m e  t h e y  w is h  th e m  fil led.

M a v  •), ISOm. 15-1 y

I I A K T F O K D ,  COAA.
lucorporated 1819. C h a r te r  Perpetual,

i » i : \ T I ^ T R V .
U. .1. 1» W i s  l .nviniz d.

H V n A A ,  i>AA% V A 4 o.,
C o m i i i l i ^ ^ i o i i  3 i e i ' c h a i i t s

K. V %
■ T h e  N ew  V.Tk H . 1.-.0 w .. I'c c o n d u c t e d  b y  J n o .  S. 

It'd p e r m a -  • D . \ s c t ,  aid*_*i.l oy K. . I I \m . \n .

!)• f . ' i i d u c i c ’l b y  J n o . H.

.Authorized <apita l,  
Paid up l  ap ita l .  
-4Hsets,

Siv'HMMKM) UO 
t,5<MK0<M> UO
2,o;io,4-2;i w)

1 )  111 !' ly 1(1. - r i i i e  in t h f ' I ' o w n  of  F a y e t t e -  T h e  N or lo lk  H on-  - 
vii ie.  r r - p ' c i f u l l y  otl>-'- ii i- s o r v i c s  to  t h e  , Hv.m.an an  1 F M. H i ' i  

f  t h S  p la c e  an  I - ■ ! ■ .  t.uii l i n z  I 'ou ii t ry .  In  al l  ' PaitiLMil i r  a iL'iitii.n Kivi-n ' o  t h e  s a le  o f  C t jT -
T O N ,  C O R N ,  U H i ;  V I ,  ' . A V A L  s r O R E S .  .VC.

tso n . ib le  G ood s  
r  e x c h a n g e  for

lu ii try .  In  al l  
i n c l u d i n "  t h e

m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  .Mint-ral T f e t h .  h e  i< .-latistipd, a f t e r  an  
e x t e n s i v e  experienc<*. to  w h ic h  is  a 'M c d  a t h o r o u g h  Den- 
' a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  th u t  he  c a n  ir ive e n t i r e  <<a'i '^taction a s  f a r  
a s  is  in  t h e  p o w e r  o f  Dent i - : > y .  ,\ 11 i r r t - g u 'a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  
I ' ee th  tr t  >tk‘d ill a f .rojier  mid m a n n o r .  n« wel l  a?
1 s e a s e -  ot t h e  n io it th .  .None Vmt th e  p r o p e r  m e ta l s  a r e  
ijiHile u s e  ot in  t h e  v a r i  >ii« u;■•.•rntioiH. ' ' i i . 4rg>-s will  b e  

: i . i uu e ra t f .  th  it t h e  b e n e * i ' ; o f  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n  m a y  be 
I fiiace(i w i th i n  fh<» r e a c h  o f  .11 w h o  m a y  fee l  a n  in ter e= t 
■ in t h e  pie>=t-rv!!tii.n o f  l i ie T e e th .
1 o r t i c c  o v e r  H ' l u s ' o n  s J e w e l r y  S to r e ,  w h e r e  ho

ri'av be  fotinil a t  al l t i m - s .
M ay  10. ‘̂ t f

W  .  I I .  C  A K V K K ,

l l c a l e r  in  i>ry fiioodM. liJroceriem, 
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P R E S I D E N T S  MESSAGE.
T his m orning’s niiiil brought this anxiously  ex- 

].iected document. W ith o u t  stopping to read it 
we ha.steii to lay it before our readers.

F t U o i r - r i t i z e n s  o f  ' th e  S e n a t e
a n d  H u u s t  u f  R e j ) r e s e y i t a t I v e s :

Throughout  tlie year sinceour last m eeting, the  
country ha.s been em inently prosperous in all ita 
material interests. T h e  general health has been  
excellent, our harvests have been abundant, aud 
jileiity smiles throughout the land. U ur commerce  
and maiiulactures have been prosecuted with en 
ergy and industry, aud have y ie lded  fair aud am
ple returns. In short, no nation iu the  tide o f  time  
has ever presented a spectacle o f  greater material 
prosperity than we have done until w ithiu  a very  
recent period.

W h y  is it, then, that d iscontent novr so e x ten 
s ive ly  prevail.«, and the Union ol the  States, which  
is the source o f  all these blessings, is threatened  
with destruction':;' T he  long-continuedand intem 
perate interference ot the Northern people w’ith 
the  (question o f  slavery in the Southern States has 
at length produced its natural etFocts. T h e  difi'er- 
ent sections of the I'niou are now arrayed against  
each other, and the time has arrived, so much  
dreaded by the Father o f  his Country, when hos
tile geograi>hical parties have been tormed. 1 have  
long loreseen and olten forewarned my country- 
uien ol' the now im pending danger. T h is  does nut 
proceed solely Irom the claim on the  part ol' Con
gress or the territorial legislatures to exclude sla 
very from the Territories, nor from the efforts of  
different States to defeat the  execution o f  the fu 
g it ive slave law. A l l  or any o f  these evils might 
have been endured by the South  w ithout danger 
to the I'nioii, (;ls others have been ,j  in the hope 
that tiu^e and retieetion m ight  apply the  remedy.
The im mediate peril ari.ses not so much Irom these  
causes as from the tact that the incessant and vio
lent agitation ot the s lave iy  question throughuut  
the Morth for the  last quarter o f  a century, has at 
length produced its malign influence on the  slaves, 
and inspired them with vague noti ons o f  freedom. 
H ence a sense o f  security no longer exists around 
the family altar. T his  feeling ol peace at home 
has g iven  place to apprehensinus of  servile insur
rection. .'lany a matron t i iioughout  the South  
r et ir>  at night in t ireadof v h a t  may befall berselt 
and her children before the morning. Should  this 
apprehension o f  domestic danger, whether real or 
imaginary, extend aud iuteiiisily itse lf  until it shall 
pervade the  masses o f  the Southern people, then  
disunion will become inevitable. Sell-preservation  
I S  the first law of nature, and has been implanted  
in the heart o f  man by hi.» Creator for the  wisest  
purpiise; aud no poliliual union, however fraught  
with bkss ings  and benefits in all other respects,  
can lung coniiiiuc, i f  the nece,ssary eousetjucuce be 

' 10 render the homes and the firesides o f  nearly half 
the [ arties to it habitually ami hopelessly insecure.

, .Sooin r or later the bonds of  such a L nion must be 
I severed, i t  is my (juiiviction that this fatal period  
! has not yet  arrived; and my prayer to .God is that 
i  t i e  w’ould preserve the Constitution and the Union  
; throughout all generations.

B ut let us take warning iu time, and remove  
the cause o f  danger. It cannot be denied that, 
tor tive and and twenty years, the agitation at the  
Xorth, against slavery iu the South , has been 
ince.ssant. In pictorial hand-bills, aud in-
ilammatory appeals, were circulated extensively  
throughout the South , o f  a character to exc ite  the  
passions of  the slaves; and, in the language of  
(.ieneral Jackson , "to stimulate them  to insurrec  
tioti, aiid^produee a l l th e  horrors ot a servile  war.” 
T his agitation has ever since been continued by 
the public press, by the proceedings of State and 
eount\' conventions, and by abolition sermons and 
and lectures. The time o f  Congress ha* been oc 
cupied in violent speeches on this never-ending  
'ubject; and appeals in pamphlet and other forms,  
endorsed by dist inguished names have been sent 
forth from this central point and spread broadcast 
over the Union.

How easy would it be for the Am erican people  
to sett le  the slavery (juestiou forever, and to re
store peace aud harmony to this distracted country.

T hey, and they alone, can do it. A l l  that is 
necessary to accom plish  the object,  and all for 
w hich the slave States have ever contended, is to 
be lot alone, and permitted to manage their do- 
mcotic institutions in their own way. A s  sov
ereign States, they, and the} alone, are respon- 
^ible before God and the  world for the  slavery e x 
isting among them. For this, the people o f  the 
North are not more responsible, and have no more 
right so interfere, than with similar institutions 
in Russia oi in Brazil. Upou their good .sense 
and patriotic loiebearance i  confess 1 utill greatly  
le ly .  W ithout  their aid, it is beyond the power  
of  any President, no matter what may be his own 
political proclivities, to restore peace aud har
mony among the States. W ise ly  limited and re
strained as is his power, under our Constitution  
and laws, he alone can accomplish but little, for 
good or for evil ,  on such a momentous question.

A n d  this brings me to observe that the election 
o f  any one o f  our lellow-citizens to the office of  
I’resiJent does not o f  i tse lf  afford just  cause tor 
dissolving the Union. T h is  is more especially  
true i f  his election has been effected by a mere 
plurality, and not a majority, o f  the people, and 
lias resulted from transient and temporary causes, 
w hich may probably never again occur, in  order 
to ju s t i ly  a resort to revolutionary resistance, the  
Federal G overnm ent must be guilty  o f  “ a deliber
ate, palpable, and dangerous exercise" of powers 
not granted by the Constitution. T h e  late presi
dential election, however, has been held in strict  
conformity with its express provisions. How, 
then, can the result justify  a revolution to destroy 
th is  V er y Constitution'' Reason, just ice , a regard 
for the Constitution, all require that we shall 
wait tor some overt and dangerous act on the part 
of the P resident elect  before resorting to such a 
remedy.

I t  is said, however, that the  antecedents o f  the  
P resident elect have been sufficient to just ify  the  
fears o f  the South  that he will attempt to invade  
their Constitutional rights. B u t  are such  appre
hensions o f  contingent danger in the  future suf
ficient to just ify  the immediate destruction o f  the  
noblest system o f  governuient ever devised by 
mortals? From the very nature o f  h is office, and 
its h igh  responsibilities, he m ust necessarily be 
conservative. T h e  stern duty  o f  administering  
the vast and complicated concerns of th is  G overn
ment affords in i t se l f  a guarantee that he will not 
attempt any violation o f  a clear constitutional 
right. A fter  all, he  is no more than the chief  
ex ecu t ive  officer o f  the  G overnment. H is  pro
v ince  is not to make, b ut  to execute, the  laws; 
and i t  13 a remarkable faet in our history, that

slavery party, no sing le  act  has ever passed Con
gress, unless we may possibly excep t  the  MissouTi 
Compromise, impairing, in the  s l igh tes t  degree,  
tlie rights o f  the  South to their property in slaves.
A n d  it  may also be observed, ju d g in g  from pres
en t  indications, that no probability e x is ts  o f  the  
passage o f  su ch  an act, by a majority ot both  
H ouses , e ither  in the present or the  n ex t  Con
gress. SureJy, under these circumstances, we  
ought  to be restrained from present action by the  
preeept o f  H im  who spake as never man spoke, 
that “sufficient unto the  day is the ev il  thereof.”
T he day ot evil  may never come, unless we sball 
la sh ly  bring it upon ourselves.

i t  is alleged as one cause for im mediate secession  
that the Southern States are denied  equal rights  
with the other States in the  common Territories.
B u t  by what authority are these denied? N o t  by  
Congress, w hich  has never passed, and I  believe  
never will pass, any act to exc lude  slavery from 
these Territories; and certainly not by the S u 
preme Court, w hich has solemnly decided that  
slaves are property, and, like all other property, 
their owners have a r ight to take them  into the  
C o m m o n  Territories, and hold them there under  
the protection o f  the  Constitution.

So far, then, as Congre.ss is concerned, the  ob
jection is not U) any th ingthey  have already done,  
but to what they may do hereafter. I t  will surely  
be admitted that this apprehension o f  future  
danger is no good reason for an im mediate disso
lution of the  Union. I t  is true that the  territo
rial legislature o f  Kansas, on the 23d  of F ebru 
ary, ISOO, passed in great haste an act, over the  
veto of the  governor, declaring that slavery “ is 
and shall be, forever prohibited in this Territory.” 
S uch  an act, however, plainly violating the  riglUs 
of  property secured by the  Constitution, will surely  
be declared void by the judiciary whenever  it  shall 
be presented in a legal form.

Only three days after my inauguration the  S u 
preme Court ot the  ij . S. solemnly adjudged that  
this power did 'lOt ex is t  in a territorial legisla 
ture. Vet such  has been the  factious temper o f  
ths times that the correctness of this decision has  
been extensive ly  im pugned before the people, and  
the question has given rise to angry political con- 
ti lcis throughout the  country. Those who have  
appealed from this jud g m en t  o f  our h ighest  con
stitutional tribunal to popular assemblies would, 
i f  they could, invest a territorial legislature with  
power to annul the sacred rights o f  property. This  
power Congress is expressly  forbidden by the  
Federal Constitution to exercise . E very State  

islature in the U nion  is forbidden by its own  
constitution to exercise  it. I t  cannot be exer 
cised in any State except  by the  people in their  
highest  sovereign capacity w]jen framing or 
am ending their Sf.ate constitution. In  l ike man
ner, it can only be exercised by the  people o f  a 
J erritury represented in a conveniion o f  delegates  
tor the purpose o f  framing a constitution prepara
tory to admission as a State into the  U nioa '1 hen, 
and not until then, are they  invested with power  
to decide the question whether slavery shall or 
shall not exist  within their  limits. T h is  is an act  
ut sovereign authority, and not o f  subordinate  
territorial legislation. W ere  it otherwise, then  
indeed would the equality o f  the States in the  
Teriitories be destroyed, and the rigiits o f  prop
erty in slaves woula depend, not upon the guaran
tees ot the  Constitution, but upon the  sh if t ing  
majorities o f  an irresponsible territorial leg is la 
ture. S uch  a doctrine, from its intrinsic un 
soundness, cannot long influence any considerable  
portion o f  our people, much less can it  afford a 
good reason for a dissolution o f  the U nion .

T he most palpable violations o f  constitutional du 
ty w hich  have y e t  been committed consist in the  
acts o f  different State legislatures to defeat the e x 
ecution o f  th e  fug it ive  slave law. I t  o u gh t  to be  
remembered, however, that for these acts, neither  
Congress nor any P resident can just ly  be held re
sponsible. H a v in g  been passed in violation o f  the  
Federal Constitution, they  are therefore null and  
void. A l l  the  courts, both State and national, be
fore whom the question has arisen, have from the  
beginning declared the  fug it ive  slave law to be  
constitutional. T h e  single exception is that o f  a 
State court in W isconsin; and th is  has not only  
been reversed by  the  proper appellate tribunal,  
but has m et with  such universal reprobation that  
there can be no danger from it as a precedent.  
T he validity of th is  law has been established over  
and over again by the  Supreme Court o f  the  U n i 
ted States with perfect unanimity. I t  is founded  
upon an express provision o f  the  Constitution, re-  
(juiring that fug it ive  slaves who escape from ser
vice in one State to another shall be “ delivered  
up” to their masters. W ith o u t  this provision, it  
is a well-known historical fact that the  Constitution  
itself could never have been adopted by the  Con
vention. In one form or other the  acts o f  1793  
and 18o0 , both being  substantially the same, the  
the tugit ive-slave  law ha» been the  law ot the  land  
from the days o f  W ashington  until  the  present  
moment. H ere ,  then, a clear case is presented,
111 w hich it will be the  duty  o f  the n ex t  President,  
as it has been my own, to act with vigor in e x e 
cu t ing  this  supreme law against the conflicting  
enactments of S tate legislatures. Should he fail 
in the  performance of  this high duty, he will then  
have manifested a disregard ot the Constitution  
and law.' ,̂ to the great injury o f  the people o f  
nearly one-half  o f  the  States ot the Union. B u t  
are we to presume in advance that he will  thu s  
violate h is  duty? T his would bp at war with  e v 
ery principle o f  just ice  and of Christian charity.  
L e t  u s  wait for the overt act. T h e  fug it ive-slave  
law has been carried into execution in every con
tested case since the com m encem ent of  th« present  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  though often, i t  is to be regretted,  
with great loss and inconvenience  to the  master,  
a n d  with considerable expense  to the  government.  
J êt u s  trust that the  State legislatures will repeal 
their unconstitutional and obnoxious enactments.  
U nless  this shall be done without unnecessary de
lay, it is impossible for any human power to save  
the Union .

T h e  Southern States, standing on the  basis of 
the Constitution, have a right to demand th is  act 
of  ju st ice  tVom the States of the  N orth . Should  
it be refused, then the Constitution, to w h ich  all  
the States are parties, w il l  have been w i l f u l l y  
violated by one portion of them  in  a provision  
es.sential to the  domestic security  and happiness  
ot the  remainder. In that event ,  the injured  
States, otter hav in g  first used all peaceful and  
constitutional means to obtain redress, would be  
justified in revolutionary resistance to the g o v ’t 

o f  the  Union.
I  have purposely confined my remarks to revo

lutionary resistance, because it has been claimed  
within  the  last few years that any State, whenever

S U n i t e d  i ^ t a t e a  i t  i s  a remaritaoie raei in o u r  u i s i u r y ,  sovereign w i l l  and p l e a s u r e ,  may
fi. J. HALB & BOJ«, I notw ithstanding th e  repeated eflForts o f  th e  Uniou, in  accordance with the


